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The Kingdom of God: Not Far 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

     

We continue the study of Mark and Hebrews. Another two references in Mark to 

the Kingdom of God.  This time it is a teacher of the law that is not far off from 

understanding and then one of the last references in Mark.  At the last supper 

Jesus said I will not drink from this vine until I do it new in the Kingdom of God.  

It is easy to jump ahead to the promise that Jesus will come again to perfect the 

Kingdom, make all things new.  And certainly, this Kingdom cannot be perfected 

until that happens.  But there is still plenty to celebrate in what God does now 

and everyday through His Kingdom.  Jesus’ reference is not to the end of the 

Kingdom, but that His death would only be a temporary interruption in that 

Kingdom.  He will be with them again, in 3 days.  The Christians in Rome writing 

to the Hebrews again give a relevant picture of what is worth celebrating.  

Hebrews is a description of The Kingdom, by those who have been living it for a 

generation or more. God would use the people who wrote these words and their 

children to replace the very Roman Empire with the Kingdom of God.  In a 

Material sense, the rise of the Holy Roman Empire.  But more importantly in the 

Spiritual sense, wherever one or two are gathered in Jesus’ name living out the 

community described in Hebrews.   

  

Hebrews 13:15-25  15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice 

of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His 

name. 16 But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices 

God is well pleased. 

17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for 

your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not 

with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. 

18 Pray for us; for we are confident that we have a good conscience, in all 

things desiring to live honorably. 19 But I especially urge you to do this, that I 

may be restored to you the sooner.  

20 Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the 

dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting 

covenant, 21 make you complete in every good work to do His will, working 

in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to 

whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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22 And I appeal to you, brethren, bear with the word of exhortation, for I 

have written to you in few words. 23 Know that our brother Timothy has 

been set free, with whom I shall see you if he comes shortly. 

24 Greet all those who rule over you, and all the saints. Those from Italy greet 

you. 

25 Grace be with you all. Amen. 

 

Mark 12:28-34, 28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them 

debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, 

“Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” 
29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The 

Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 

strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 

commandment greater than these.” 
32 “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is 

one and there is no other but him. 33 To love him with all your heart, with all 

your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as 

yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 
34 When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not 

far from the kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any 

more questions. 

 

Mark 14:22-26  22 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; 

this is my body.” 

23 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

they all drank from it. 

24 “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” he said 

to them. 25 “Truly I tell you, I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine 

until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 

26 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
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You are not far from the kingdom of God… 

 

Here is what happened in this exchange.  It is two intellectual 

minds agreeing on the idea of God.  And the teacher of the 

law… think a university professor or maybe a psychologist or 

even politician or judge in a sense.   And the teacher of the law 

adds to Jesus description exactly what Jesus wants to hear, 

what the prophets who predicted what Jesus would be had 

already explained.  Loving God has little to do with the temple 

or the sacrifices.  In fact, they are probably getting in the way.    

 
33 To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding 

and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself 

is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” -

Mark 12:33 

 

 

That statement is not far off from blasphemy.  It would be as if 

a college professor caught up in defending the narrative of the 

intellectual elite, where to say that the church and God are 

more important than politics and education.  Loving God has 

little to do with the ‘right facts,’ in fact what we value in 

today’s world is probably getting in the way.  

 

He is lucky that he, the teacher of the law, was not stripped of 

his titles and tenure.  This was not the party narrative. To be in 

Jerusalem and to point to something other then the pilgrimage 

and the religious meals and traditions as the whole point of our 

religious life.  Blasphemy! The same charge that trapped Jesus.    

 

But Jesus doesn’t say, you got it! He says you are not far off.  

Why is that? It is not because the Kingdom has not happened 

yet and less because this guy needs to wait for the resurrection 

to truly get it, although he was probably one of the first to give 
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up the Kingdom and traditions of Judaism to the ways of the 

early church.     

 

Jesus says you are not far, because the man’s hope is right, 

connection with God, but his questions is wrong… What is the 

most important Commandment?  What is the most important 

rule, what is the most important system, what is the most 

important thing I must do in order to connect myself with God.   

 

The reason this college professor is not far off is because he still 

wants to do it himself, he wants to be in charge.  He has figured 

out a pretty good system for living life, a combination of 

Grandma’s wisdom and the leading psychology of the day, and 

he wants an affirmation of what he has figured out.  

 

The reason the politician, this judge, this teacher is not far off 

is because he still thinks it is about what he must do.   The 

reason we choose our own little systems, our own little 

kingdoms over the Kingdom of God is not because it is far off, 

but because we tend to think, from time to time… or all the 

time that it all depends on us.  Our ability to get it right, know 

the rules and follow them.  Find a system and follow it.    

 

Your place in the Kingdom of God does not depend on you.  

Your place in the Kingdom of God has been, is now and always 

will be completely dependent on God working through you and 

your surrender to that process.   

This is not a material Kingdom of property and power, and it 

is certainly not a mortal Kingdom built and dictated from a 

human perspective.  The rules and laws that govern this 

Kingdom were not written from a human understanding and 

can not be figured out with human logic.  In the Kingdom of 

God, we are completely dependent on the inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit to work in us things that don’t make sense for our 

survival, or our honor, or our dignity in the ‘normal’ world.   
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Let me say it another way.  If grandma had her way, if the 

pastor got his way and each of you started living your lives 

more or less the way God intended.  That is assuming we were 

capable of not only describing that life but getting you to follow 

it.  Assume we could for a ten-year period of your life get you 

as close to God as is humanly possible.   

 

By the end of that process, you would not be much different 

than you are now.  You might have experienced some amazing 

things; you might have been of better service to your neighbor 

but your need for God would not change.  Unlike anything else 

in our life, you would not after 10 years somehow be grown up 

and independent from God.  Not in 100 years.  You would not 

somehow become a holier person able to get it right, instead 

you would become less reliant on your self and more open to 

the influence of the spiritual forces and interruptions of life.   

 

I don’t need you to become a Christin, I need you to be a 

Christian.  I am not at all confident in your ability to get it 

right, I am much more confident in God’s ability to shape you 

through worship and life groups. In other words I don’t need 

you to figure something out I need you to just be here around 

these people, as much as I can get … if Grandma and I got our 

way.         

 

 

This is along way in going to describe the reality that as your 

pastor, I am not counting on you to someday get it or reach 

perfection.  That is not why I teach confirmation or why we 

study the Bible.  I don’t trust your ability to become 

something, I trust God ability to shape your life, through His 

people.  
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In God’s Kingdom we are completely dependent on the work 

of God in us and through us.  It is not about what we can do, 

but what God can do.  It is not about us learning the system, 

but about the things we allow to influence our life. Because we 

are simply a vessel for God’s healing and loving presence in the 

life of others.   

  

The Kingdom of God is not about the right facts.  It is not an 

argument about the ultimate truth.  It is about putting yourself 

in place to be shaped by a power completely outside of your 

control.  It is about humility and wonder, sacrifice and 

surrender.   

 

The most valuable things in the Kingdom of God are those 

relationships, and those people, and those practices that allow 

God to shape you.   That allow God to use you.   

 

And that Kingdom, which has already begun!!  Will never 

end!!!  You get to be a part of it now, you live in the Father’s 

house, some of you for 50+ years now, if not your whole life.   

 

 

When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to 

him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” -Mark 12:32 

 

Not far…  It is my suspicion that after the resurrection, when 

the age of the Holy Spirit really kicked off and people began to 

have these unexplainable spiritual experiences, this teacher 

was the first in line to give up what he thought he knew, to rely 

more and more each day on the work of the Holy Spirit to 

guide him through life.   

 

And let me tell you – you are already a part of that Kingdom, 

The Kingdom of God.   
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Almost in spite of yourself you show up where God can use 

you.  You answer the call and it is because of what you allow to 

influence your life, this worship, people like this… that you 

have become a part of God’s story.   

 

Martin Luther put it this way… I am not by my own reason or 

understanding able to come to Jesus Christ or believe in Him, 

but He has called me through the Gospel, enlightened me with 

His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the one true faith.     In the 

same way he calls, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian 

church on earth, and preserves it in unity with Jesus Christ.  

 

HE preserves it, because of what Jesus has done and the power 

of God’s word to call, enlighten and sanctify us… What we 

read, what we sing, what we hear, what we talk about 

wherever one or two are gathered in Jesus’ name.   

 

When Martin Luther is talking about the church in this 

picture he is not thinking about the cathedral in Wittenberg, or 

some country chapel of true believers.  He is thinking about the 

entire community he lives in… from the German prince, to the 

bustling mercantile and market, to the poor serfs that made up 

the majority of the population.  He is thinking about a True 

Kingdom of God… and he is not far off.  

 

It is the way God uses each of us in this community to provide 

for each other’s needs and point to Him, depend on Him.  Care 

for souls (Heb 13:17).  

 

And that is the final part of our vision for the next year a half 

that I would like to highlight.  We are not really going to 

change anything here, but we are going to find ways to lift up 

and celebrate the volunteering and daily work each of us does 

in the community.  Because the Kingdom of God is so much 

greater than just this church and our ministry.   
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But this church and countless like it throughout the 

community, they are the place where God calls you back into 

that work and shapes you in to the people that can set 

themselves aside for others.   

 

 

The Kingdom of God!  It is near.  It’s not something that will 

happen someday, it is going on right now.   Through great 

sacrifice God become a part of who we are understanding us 

completely and placing a piece of himself in each of us.  We live 

in the age of the Holy Spirit and we depend on God to build in 

and through us a community of believers trusting and hoping 

not in what is seen but in what cannot be seen.   
 

 

 

 

 


