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Ruth 2:1-6, 17-23 
Now Naomi had a relative of her husband's, a worthy man of the clan of 
Elimelech, whose name was Boaz. 2 And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me 
go to the field and glean among the ears of grain after him in whose sight I shall 
find favor.” And she said to her, “Go, my daughter.” 3 So she set out and went and 
gleaned in the field after the reapers, and she happened to come to the part of 
the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the clan of Elimelech. 4 And behold, Boaz 
came from Bethlehem. And he said to the reapers, “The LORD be with you!” And 
they answered, “The LORD bless you.” 5 Then Boaz said to his young man who was 
in charge of the reapers, “Whose young woman is this?” 6 And the servant who 
was in charge of the reapers answered, “She is the young Moabite woman, who 
came back with Naomi from the country of Moab. 

17 So she gleaned in the field until evening. Then she beat out what she had 
gleaned, and it was about an ephah[b] of barley. 18 And she took it up and went 
into the city. Her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned. She also brought out 
and gave her what food she had left over after being satisfied. 19 And her mother-
in-law said to her, “Where did you glean today? And where have you worked? 
Blessed be the man who took notice of you.” So she told her mother-in-law with 
whom she had worked and said, “The man's name with whom I worked today is 
Boaz.” 20 And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “May he be blessed by the LORD, 
whose kindness has not forsaken the living or the dead!” Naomi also said to her, 
“The man is a close relative of ours, one of our redeemers.” 21 And Ruth the 
Moabite said, “Besides, he said to me, ‘You shall keep close by my young men 
until they have finished all my harvest.’” 22 And Naomi said to Ruth, her daughter-
in-law, “It is good, my daughter, that you go out with his young women, lest in 
another field you be assaulted.” 23 So she kept close to the young women of Boaz, 
gleaning until the end of the barley and wheat harvests. And she lived with her 
mother-in-law. 

 Hebrews 13:2-9 
 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though in 
prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the 
body. 4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be 
undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. 5 Keep your 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-7167b
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life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has 
said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we can confidently say, 
“The Lord is my helper; 
    I will not fear; 
what can man do to me?” 

7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the 
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever. 9 Do not be led away by diverse and strange 
teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, 
which have not benefited those devoted to them. 

WHAT’S UP AT THE BARLEY HARVEST? 
 
THE BIG IDEA: God grants favor in the most unexpected ways and 
places.  
 
Our story ended last time with something of a teaser – a hint of where 
the story is going. Ruth 1:22.  
“So Naomi returned, and with her Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter-in-
law, who returned from the land of Moab. And they came to Bethlehem 
at the beginning of barley harvest.”  
As teasers go, I suppose it isn’t as intriguing as the one CBS gave us on 
March 21, 1980. Anyone know where I’m going with this one? I was just 
11 years old but I still remember this and I didn’t even watch the show. 
You just couldn’t get away from it that week. 
It was a season-ending episode that launched the TV question of the 
decade. Do you remember the question? The show was Dallas and the 
question was, “Who shot J.R.?” J.R. Ewing was the conniving, 
backstabbing, villainous star of Dallas, and in the last episode of the  
1979-80 season, J.R. was gunned down by an anonymous shooter, 
sparking a worldwide phenomenon around the question, “Who shot 
J.R.?” T-shirts were printed asking, “Who Shot J.R.?” Others were 
printed that said, “I Shot J.R.” Bookies around the world took bets on  



PASTOR DAVID STIER 
5/23/21 

WHAT’S UP AT THE BARLEY HARVEST? (RUTH PT. 4) 

Sermon manuscript not edited for publishing. 

 
3 

which character would be revealed as the one who pulled the trigger, 
and one history book, about pop culture in the 1980’s, insists that a 
session of the Turkish parliament was suspended in order to allow 
Turkish legislators a chance to see the episode that revealed the 
answer.i  
As cliffhangers go, Ruth 1:22 doesn’t rise to the level of “Who shot 
J.R.?,” but it does begin moving our attention to where the next 
episode of Ruth takes place. Something is going to happen “at the 
beginning of the barley harvest.”  
Of course, the cynic in me wants to know, “How important can it be if 
it’s happening at a barley harvest?” If ever there’s a place full of 
common people doing nothing newsworthy, it’s a barley harvest – or 
any other scenario full of common people doing hard, physical labor. 
The shakers and movers of the world are hardly ever found at a barley 
harvest.  
But Ruth is a story about God working in and through common people – 
the kind of people who the history books never talk about – the kind of 
people who are never remembered beyond a few generations in their 
own families – the kind of people whose lives are immersed in the 
mundane and repetitious tasks of life. Part of the appeal of the story of 
Ruth is that it shows God at work in the hidden places of life – like in a 
barley harvest. Let’s see what God is doing here “at the beginning of 
the barley harvest.”  
 
The story advances and God is at Work in Hidden Places (Ruth 2:1-23) 
Today we meet the 3rd major player in the story of Ruth – Boaz, a man 
of high standing among these common people. Verse 1 says he was “a 
man of great wealth” – a landowner, according to verse 3. He seems to 
have been a God-focused man and a much-loved man. The greeting to 
his workers in verse 4 was a request for them to be blessed. “May the 
LORD [the covenant God of Israel] be with you,” he said to his field 
hands. And their return greeting to him was the same. “May the LORD 
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[Yahweh] bless you!” Boaz was respected by his hired help and appears 
to be a man who has everything going his way. He’s not going to make 
the history books. He’s no political leader. But he’s rich and righteous 
and loved, and as Boaz looks out over his fields and over the servants 
working them and over the poor people who were following the 
harvest and picking up the leftovers, one person catches his attention.  

5 Then Boaz asked his foreman, “Who is that young woman over there? 
Who does she belong to?”6 And the foreman replied, “She is the young 
woman from Moab who came back with Naomi. 7 She asked me this 
morning if she could gather grain behind the harvesters. She has been 
hard at work ever since, except for a few minutes’ rest in the shelter.” 

8 Boaz went over and said to Ruth, “Listen, my daughter. Stay right here 
with us when you gather grain; don’t go to any other fields. Stay right 
behind the young women working in my field. 9 See which part of the 
field they are harvesting, and then follow them. I have warned the 
young men not to treat you roughly. And when you are thirsty, help 
yourself to the water they have drawn from the well.” 

This was no ordinary conversation. In fact, Ruth, herself, was surprised 
by it. Look at her response; 
Ruth fell at his feet and thanked him warmly. “What have I done to 
deserve such kindness?” she asked. “I am only a foreigner.” 
It’s interesting to notice how Ruth is described in this story.  

• The one who is telling the story – the narrator – always points out 
that Ruth is not one of God’s chosen people. She’s not from the 
family of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. In verse 2 he speaks of “Ruth 
the Moabitess.” That means “Ruth, the one who is not one of us.” 
He says the same thing in verse 21 – “Ruth the Moabitess.”  
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• The man in the field, who Boaz quizzes about Ruth, describes her 
in terms of her heritage as well. "She is the young Moabite 
woman,” he said in verse 6. Translation: “She’s not one of us.”  
 

• Even Ruth, herself, seems keenly aware that she is not in the land 
of her own people. That’s why she answers Boaz in verse 10, as 
she does. “What have I done to deserve such kindness? I am only 
a foreigner.” 

 
I find this intriguing, don’t you? Ruth expected to be blessed by Naomi’s 
God – “the LORD,” the covenant God of Israel. “Your God [shall be] my 
God,” she had said on the way to Bethlehem in chapter 1, verse 16.  
In Ruth 2, verse 2, as Ruth asked permission to go and glean in the 
fields, she was expecting that somebody would allow a poor alien 
woman to glean in their fields, though you kind of get the idea that she 
wouldn’t have been surprised if some turned her away. The Law of 
Leviticus 19:9-10 said that some of the crop was to be left for the 
“needy and the stranger.” Deuteronomy 24:19-22 is even more specific 
in saying that some of the crop is to be left “for the alien, and for the 
orphan, and for the widow” (see vss. 19, 20, & 21). “The LORD,” [Yahweh] the 
covenant God of Israel, had set up laws to protect and care for people 
like Ruth.  
 
But remember this story was happening in the days when “everyone 
did what was right in his own eyes” (compare Ruth 1:1 & Judges 21:25) and 
knowing what you and I know about human nature, we can assume the 
worst. People not caring about children being used and abused, going 
missing, or what the elites are doing to them, young women being 
lured in with the promise of a job, only to be enslaved to the trades of 
the flesh. 
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But still, Ruth expected somebody to show her favor as she went out to 
glean in the fields. But she didn’t expect it to be somebody so 
respected as Boaz. Nor did she expect what Boaz did next.  

11 “Yes, I know,” Boaz replied. “But I also know about everything you 
have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband. I 
have heard how you left your father and mother and your own land to 
live here among complete strangers. 12 May the LORD, the God of Israel, 
under whose wings you have come to take refuge, reward you fully for 
what you have done.” 13 “I hope I continue to please you, sir,” she 
replied. “You have comforted me by speaking so kindly to me, even 
though I am not one of your workers [or servants].” 

“I don’t rank even as high as your servants,” Ruth said, “and still you 
show me favor!” There’s a bit of wonder in Ruth’s voice as she speaks 
here. She expected somebody to show her favor, but she didn’t expect it 
to be someone of the stature of Boaz, and she didn’t expect the favor to 
come in such a personal and loving way. And she didn’t even yet know 
that there was more to come. 

When Ruth went back to work again, Boaz ordered his young men, “Let 
her gather grain right among the sheaves without stopping her. 16 And 
pull out some heads of barley from the bundles and drop them on 
purpose for her. Let her pick them up, and don’t give her a hard time!” 

17 So Ruth gathered barley there all day, and when she beat out the 
grain that evening, it filled an entire basket” 

Now scholars say this basket is roughly the equivalent to about a five-
gallon bucket. That’s a lot a barley for two people to eat! Ruth was 
expecting to gather enough food to supply supper for two, and maybe 
lunch the next day, but she ended up with enough food to feed several 
horses! ...Isn’t this a good picture of God at work in the hidden places 
of life – where nobody is expecting Him to show up? Isn’t this a picture 
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of God doing above and beyond what we would even dare to put into 
words as we talk about our hopes and our dreams for the day? Isn’t this 
how God is described even in the New Testament? Ephesians 3:20-21. 
Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work 
within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or 
think. 21 Glory to him… through all generations forever and ever! Amen. 
 
I left out a few words from that Ephesians passage. It actually reads...  
 
20 Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work 
within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or 
think. 21 Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all 
generations forever and ever! Amen. 
 
Of course, the church didn’t exist in the days of Ruth. Christ Jesus had 
not yet become a man in the days of Ruth.  
The story of Ruth is a shadow of something that you and I can 
understand even better than Ruth could. The story of Ruth reveals to us 
– as it was beginning to do to Ruth – the kind of God we’re following. 
He is a God who is willing to grant us favor – in the least expected  
places... in our most desperate time of need... to the benefit of the 
seemingly most unqualified people... God pours out His favor above 
and beyond.  
Do you believe this? I know that most of us will say, “Yes, I believe it,” 
but on the inside we’re saying, “But I believe it more for him or for her 
than for me. I see him being blessed. I hear her giving testimony of God 
moving in her life. But I’m not sure I really believe that God is going to 
show favor to me.” Does that describe some of you? If it does, you’ll 
get no criticism from me.  
 
I’ve told you about my sister dying very young from cancer. But what I 
haven’t told you is that I went years not going to church or even talking 
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to God. I didn’t dis-believe in God. I still believed that the world will be 
saved by God working through Jesus Christ. I just wasn’t able to see any 
evidence that His saving work was going to result in any form of favor 
landing on me. Now, looking back, I think I was extremely narrow in my 
thinking at that time. I was blinded to the ways that God’s favor is on us 
every moment that we live. But I was simply experiencing what Naomi 
was experiencing in this story as she returned to Bethlehem – the story 
we looked at last week. She believed that God was in control. So, did I. 
She believed that she was dependent on Him. So, did I. She believed 
that He is the source of all good. So, did I. But she was not at all certain 
that God’s actions on this earth were going to relieve her of the pain 
that she had been enduring. I remember thinking – in my narrow little 
empty and depressed world – that this is just the way life is going to be 
for me from now on.  
But let me challenge you to fight back against that kind of thinking. God 
is a God who gives favor to those who will trust Him – even enough to 
take the smallest of steps. Is it favor on demand? I want it now so He is 
obligated to give it to me? No! God is not our servant. On His schedule, 
God gives favor to His people. For His purposes, God grants favor to His 
people. The timing can never be predicted, but the assurance of His 
blessing can be received and proclaimed – even by those who feel as 
Naomi did at the end of chapter 1. And notice how even Naomi’s 
expectation of blessing is beginning to stir at the end of chapter 2. 
  

18 She carried it back into town [her five gallons of barley] and showed it 
to her mother-in-law. Ruth also gave her the roasted grain that was left 
over from her meal. 19 “Where did you gather all this grain today?” 
Naomi asked. “Where did you work? May the LORD bless the one who 
helped you!” So Ruth told her mother-in-law about the man in whose 
field she had worked. She said, “The man I worked with today is named 
Boaz.” 
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Now, I’m speculating a bit here, but I’m guessing, that at the name of 
Boaz, Naomi’s heart began to flutter a bit. A renewed sense of hope 
began to grab her heart right here. Maybe God was still answering her 
prayers. Let’s read on. Verse 20:  

20 “May the LORD bless him!” Naomi told her daughter-in-law. “He is 
showing his kindness to us as well as to your dead husband. That man is 
one of our closest relatives, one of our family redeemers.” 

Now Ruth’s own excitement begins to spill out in verse 21: 

21 Then Ruth said, “What’s more, Boaz even told me to come back and 
stay with his harvesters until the entire harvest is completed.” 

I wish that I could see Naomi’s face, right here. I’d like to read her facial 
expression and her body language, because I’m certain that her hopes 
of God’s favor have just skyrocketed to heights that she has not felt for 
a long, long time, and given what she is about to suggest – in the next 
episode – Naomi’s words of verse 22 seem a bit understated:  
 
 22“Good!” Naomi exclaimed. “Do as he said, my daughter. Stay with his 
young women right through the whole harvest. You might be harassed 
in other fields, but you’ll be safe with him.” 
 
I think Naomi is understating what she’s thinking here. There’s a dream 
taking shape in her mind. ... But the storyteller stops right here – for a 
time – leaving us nothing but another teaser.  
 
“23 So Ruth worked alongside the women in Boaz’s fields and gathered 
grain with them until the end of the barley harvest. Then she continued 
working with them through the wheat harvest in early summer. And all 
the while she lived with her mother-in-law[that one that was beginning 
to dream again about God’s favor].”  
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Conclusion  
Let me close today by saying, “The best is yet to come.” Not just in the 
story of Ruth, but in your story.  
You who believe that God is in control of this world and that you are 
dependent on Him, even though your life is not going as you want. The 
best is yet to come.  
You who believe that God is still the source of all good, even though 
you haven’t felt a lot of His goodness recently. The best is yet to come.  
You who believe that God is the same yesterday, today, yes and 
forever, even as you suffer earthly traumas and disappointments. The 
best is yet to come.  
You might feel as if you are somewhere on the back 40 – to use an old 
farming expression. The back 40 was the most distant piece of ground 
you owned – the one you could work on all day and nobody would see 
you. You might feel as if not even God knows where you are. Your goal 
in life, right now, might be nothing loftier than making it through 
another day. If that’s you, I want you to remember the story of Ruth, 
gleaning the fields “at the beginning of the barley harvest,” expecting 
God to show her – through somebody – enough favor to provide food 
for the day. But in that barley field, God set in motion much more than 
Ruth had ever dreamed. God knows how to show favor to His people. 
God knows when to show favor to His people. And His best is yet to 
come. Fix your hope on the God of Jesus Christ, who – even in the 
hidden places of life – shows favor to His people “far more abundantly 
beyond all that we ask or think.”  
 

 
i Rettenmund, Matthew, Totally Awesome 80s: A Lexicon of the Music, Videos, Movies, TV, St. Martin's Press, 

October 1996, pp. 143, ISBN-13:9780312144364  
 


