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Psalm 121 

A song for pilgrims ascending to Jerusalem. 

1 I look up to the mountains— 
    does my help come from there? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, 
    who made heaven and earth! 
3 He will not let you stumble; 
    the one who watches over you will not slumber. 
4 Indeed, he who watches over Israel 
    never slumbers or sleeps. 
5 The LORD himself watches over you! 
    The LORD stands beside you as your protective shade. 
6 The sun will not harm you by day, 
    nor the moon at night. 
7 The LORD keeps you from all harm 
    and watches over your life. 
8 The LORD keeps watch over you as you come and go, 
    both now and forever. 
 
 
 
 Job 2:1-10  
Job’s Second Test 
One day the members of the heavenly court came again to present 
themselves before the LORD, and the Accuser, Satan,  came with 
them. 2 “Where have you come from?” the LORD asked Satan. 

Satan answered the LORD, “I have been patrolling the earth, watching 
everything that’s going on.” 
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3 Then the LORD asked Satan, “Have you noticed my servant Job? He is 
the finest man in all the earth. He is blameless—a man of complete 
integrity. He fears God and stays away from evil. And he has maintained 
his integrity, even though you urged me to harm him without cause.” 

4 Satan replied to the LORD, “Skin for skin! A man will give up everything 
he has to save his life. 5 But reach out and take away his health, and he 
will surely curse you to your face!” 

6 “All right, do with him as you please,” the LORD said to Satan. “But 
spare his life.” 7 So Satan left the LORD’s presence, and he struck Job 
with terrible boils from head to foot. 

8 Job scraped his skin with a piece of broken pottery as he sat among 
the ashes. 9 His wife said to him, “Are you still trying to maintain your 
integrity? Curse God and die.” 

10 But Job replied, “You talk like a foolish woman. Should we accept only 
good things from the hand of God and never anything bad?” So in all 
this, Job said nothing wrong. 

 
Colossians 1: 15-23 
Christ Is Supreme 
15 Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. 
    He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all 
creation,  
16 for through him God created everything 
    in the heavenly realms and on earth. 
He made the things we can see 
    and the things we can’t see— 
such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. 
    Everything was created through him and for him. 
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17 He existed before anything else, 
    and he holds all creation together. 
18 Christ is also the head of the church, 
    which is his body. 
He is the beginning, 
    supreme over all who rise from the dead.  
    So he is first in everything. 
19 For God in all his fullness 
    was pleased to live in Christ, 
20 and through him God reconciled 
    everything to himself. 
He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth 
    by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. 

21 This includes you who were once far away from God. You were his 
enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions. 22 Yet 
now he has reconciled you to himself through the death of Christ in his 
physical body. As a result, he has brought you into his own presence, 
and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a 
single fault. 

23 But you must continue to believe this truth and stand firmly in it. 
Don’t drift away from the assurance you received when you heard the 
Good News. The Good News has been preached all over the world, and 
I, Paul, have been appointed as God’s servant to proclaim it. 

 
Revelation 2:1-7 
The Message to the Church in Ephesus 

2 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Ephesus. This is the 
message from the one who holds the seven stars in his right hand, the 
one who walks among the seven gold lampstands: 
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2 “I know all the things you do. I have seen your hard work and your 
patient endurance. I know you don’t tolerate evil people. You have 
examined the claims of those who say they are apostles but are not. 
You have discovered they are liars. 3 You have patiently suffered for me 
without quitting. 

4 “But I have this complaint against you. You don’t love me or each 
other as you did at first! 5 Look how far you have fallen! Turn back to 
me and do the works you did at first. If you don’t repent, I will come 
and remove your lampstand from its place among the churches. 6 But 
this is in your favor: You hate the evil deeds of the Nicolaitans, just as I 
do. 

7 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand 
what he is saying to the churches. To everyone who is victorious I will 
give fruit from the tree of life in the paradise of God. 

 
A Real Good Thing 

 
 
This morning we are starting a new series called “Come together”, that 
will take us right up to the highlight of the Christian calendar: Easter! 
Where we were and are invited to come together with God through the 
reconciliation offered through Jesus’ blood shed on the cross. This 
series we start today is all about reconciliation. How can we reconcile 
to one another? Well only through the healing power offered through 
Jesus Christ. So that is where we are going to start this morning. 
Just one side note for you, you Beatles fans looking for me to find some 
deep and spiritual meaning to their song “Come Together”, good luck 
with that. LOL But I will give you this one line. "He say, One and one and 
one is three."  
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Now I’m not really a Beatles fan (please don’t tell Lloyd) and while I 
don’t think John was pointing to anything spiritual, I do believe he 
stumbled across a core truth of Christianity. But he just needs a little 
help with his math. You see one and one and one is actually ONE in 
God’s math.  
We serve the Triune God who is three in one, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. So, this morning I greet you in His name. This morning’s message 
is called “A Real Good Thing”. 
 
God has demonstrated to us and called us into a life and ministry of 
reconciliation. So, what does that mean in our daily walk with Him? 
Here are a few observations. 
 

Christ is Supreme 

Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before 
anything was created and is supreme over all creation,… and through 
Him God reconciled everything to Himself. He made peace with 
everything in heaven and on earth, by means of Christ’s blood on the 
cross. (Col. 1: 15-20) 
Through Jesus we have all been brought together and most importantly 
reconciled not just with each other but to God. But this is a tricky thing 
it’s one of those now and not quite yet things.  
Do you remember my messages on Justification and Sanctification from 
2019? If you do good for you! I have a hard time remembering what I 
preached last week sometimes. LOL Well for the rest of us and to jog 
our memories, I had an Illustration using a water bottle and a big tub of 
water.  
Justification is something that is done to us. Sanctification is a process 
that we are in. 
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In short, justification means we are declared righteous because of what 
Jesus did for us, while sanctification means we are changing to be more 
like Him. Is it coming back to you?  
When we accepted the free gift of salvation that Jesus offers it’s like 
jumping into the water. (Remember I put that water bottle in the tub of 
water?)  
We turned away from sin and trusted that Jesus was the only way to be 
forgiven of our sin and to have peace with God.  Now we have a 
personal relationship with God. We know Him! But like it took that 
bottle a while to sink and be surrounded by the water, it takes a while 
for us (a lifetime) to be fully Sanctified.  We still mess up and we still 
hurt each other and do things that don’t please God. 
  
When Jesus saves us, when we place our trust in Him for salvation and 
the forgiveness of sin, the Holy Spirit comes to live inside of us.   
Throughout our lives as we learn more about God, the Holy Spirit works 
on our hearts to become more like Jesus, we begin to resemble Jesus. 
The longer we’re in that relationship with Him, the more the Holy Spirit 
will work on our hearts to get rid of sin, the more we will get to know 
God and the more like Jesus we become.  
We will never be able to fully understand God while here on this earth 
for He is far too Awesome for us to understand.  Yet we can still know 
Him, and the Holy Spirit will still work in our lives to shape us into being 
as much like Jesus as we can be while living here on earth.  We come 
together, we are reconciled to Him.  
God has demonstrated this to us when we surely didn’t deserve it and 
He has called us into a life and ministry of reconciliation. 
 

A Real Good Thing 
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One of my favorite song writers of the 80’s and 90’ was Steve Taylor he 
was IMHO the brains behind one of my favorite bands of the 90’s that 
has stuck around to this day, the Newsboys. For most of their smash 
hits of the 90’s and the aughts, the lyrics were actually either written by 
or co-written by Steve. Anyway, they had a song called “A Real Good 
Thing”, here are just a few lines: 

‘When we don't get what we deserve that's a real good thing. When we 
get what we don't deserve. That's a real good thing.  

Sell the Volvo, Shred the Visa, Send the cash to Ma Theresa 

Great idea, The only catch is, You don't get saved On, merit badges 

Check your balance through the years. All accounts are in arrears.  

Guilt is bitter, Grace is sweet. Park it here. On the mercy seat.  

When we don't get what we deserve that's a real good thing. When we 
get what we don't deserve. That's a real good thing.’i 

Returning to our First Love 
Yes, more song lyrics, this time a more current song from Kari Jobe. 
‘I’m returning to the secret place, Just an altar and a flame 
Love is found here, In our sacred space 
I hear Your voice, I see Your face 
You’re still my first love, You’re still my only one 
You’re still my first love, You’re still my only one’ - From "First Love" 
 
As you read those lyrics, what comes alive in your spirit? What touches 
your heart? 
 
In Revelation 2, we find an amazing scripture. A warning and 
encouragement from Jesus that in all our seeking, praying, and doing in 
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His name, not to forsake the love – the first love – that brought us into 
relationship with Him. 
 
“Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. 
Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at 
first.” -Revelation 2:4-5, NIV 
 
Singer Kari Jobe says this about that song: “For years, I had been 
wanting to write a song around this verse because there’s such a 
beautiful simplicity to loving who Jesus is. Yes, it’s weighty. There’s a 
serious tone to Jesus’ words in Revelation 2. But it’s not complicated, 
which is why the song “First Love” begins with the heartfelt words ‘I’m 
returning to the secret place, just an altar and a flame.’ 
 
“The day some friends and I wrote it, we took communion and spent 
time in worship. As we sang and pursued His presence, I saw a vision of 
a room, and all that was there was an altar and a candle with a flame. It 
was so sacred. And as I shared that with the other writers, we leaned 
into that imagery for the song.  
 
“It’s my prayer, and I hope it’s yours as well, to never forsake our first 
love.”  
 
Though there are seasons and moments we might feel disjointed and 
divided, weary and tired, may we always return to Jesus. And let’s put 
aside and put away anything that distracts us from the sacred place 
with Him. 
 

God is Our Refuge 
When the boys were little the game of soccer filled a portion of our 
family calendar each fall. Now they didn’t play on the same team as we 
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kept them in separate levels since Nikolai was almost a year behind 
Davey. We didn’t want to have Nikolai feel the pressure to compete 
with “older kids.” I even coached one of their teams for a season or 
two. I remember one Saturday the team that Davey was playing against 
didn’t have enough players and they were going to have to forfeit.  

So, I mentioned to the head coach that Davey’s little brother was here 
(as he just finished his games for the day) and that if it was ok, so all the 
boys could play, he could play for the other team. He thought that that 
was a great idea (at the time). So, I went to the other team’s coach and 
explained the situation and he was very thankful to have the extra 
player. They grabbed an extra jersey and threw Nikolai into the game. 
To our surprise, Nikolai dominated the field that day and they beat his 
older brother’s team. Needless to say, the coach and other parents 
were not too happy about that. All I wanted was for everyone to play. I 
had no idea things would turn out that way. They didn’t stick with the 
game long, but it was a great experience that prepared them for many 
things yet to come. Like actual life skills and football ☺ 

Over the years I have had several students who have played the sport, 
some at the collegiate level. One from a church in MI we served at, was 
a very highly sought after and recruited goalkeeper on his team. In 
soccer speak he was simply “the Keeper.” Strangely enough he actually 
enjoyed hockey more but was just too strong and aggressive, I guess. 
He would play against kids a few levels higher and older than he and 
would still overpower them and spend most of his time in the penalty 
box. So he switched to soccer as a keeper where he would have limited 
physical contact with others.  In this role he is the last line of defense, 
constantly watching and changing position in front of his team’s net. 
Protecting the goal may require diving at strange angles to cause a 
deflection, challenging the advancing offense, or physically covering the 
ball to prevent a score. 
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In the Christian life, God is our keeper; our constant, our protection. 
The writer of Psalm 121 reminds us that our help comes from the very 
Creator of heaven and earth (v. 2). Our keeper watches our steps (v. 3), 
and as tired as we may be, He will not fall asleep on the job (v. 4).  

Verse 7 highlights the extreme care God has for us, stating “The LORD . 
. . will keep your life.” 

Perhaps you feel as though you are losing in life right now. The 
opposition, whatever that may be or represent, has dealt a substantial 
blow that landed hard. If you are nodding in agreement right now, 
remember that God is your defender, and you can trust Him. His mighty 
hand has deflected shots you were never aware of. He provides shade 
in which you can rest (v. 5). He is your ultimate safety net. “the Lord is 
faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one” (2 
Thessalonians 3:3).  

Maybe you have found yourself asking God why an awful lot these past 
few months? 
Well, there was this guy maybe you have heard of him his name was 
Job. He had just a few questions for God on more than one occasion.  
 
“Oh, why give light to those in misery, and life to those who are bitter”? 
(Job 3:20) 
“Why is life given to those with no future, those God has surrounded 
with difficulties”? (Job 3:23)  
“What are people, that you should make so much of us, that you should 
think of us so often”? (Job 7:17)  
“Why won’t you leave me alone”… (Job 7:19)  
“Why do you turn away from me? Why do you treat me as your 
enemy”? (Job 13:24)  
“Why do the wicked prosper, growing old and powerful”? (Job 21:7) 
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“Why doesn’t the Almighty bring the wicked to judgment? Why must 
the godly wait for him in vain”? (Job 24:1) 
Several times he wonders why he was even allowed to be born! 
 
Back to our reading for today, it finds Job in the direst of circumstances: 
in just one day his children died, his flocks were wiped out, and his 
servants savagely murdered. When Job himself endures boils from top 
to bottom, even his wife tells him to “curse God and die” (Job 2:9)! And 
yet, Job doesn’t curse God, but he does ask why he was even born. He 
doesn’t shake his fist and give God a piece of his mind, but he questions 
the pain. 
 
We serve a God who is big enough that He can shoulder the why 
questions of life. We can’t, in our finite minds, understand or possibly 
even bear the answers to those questions in the midst of suffering, but 
God is still listening. If you are enduring a hard thing today, don’t be 
afraid to take your questions, and your hurt, to God. In His perfect 
timing He will help you see His greater plan, and while you wrestle with 
why, He will continue to draw you near. If you are lost or wondering; if 
you are mad at God or disappointed in what you are seeing happen; I 
encourage you remember your first love, return to Him if you have 
walked away. He is there waiting, for you to be reconciled to Him.  
 
 

 
i A Real Good Thing -News Boys 


