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Ezekiel 13:1-8 & 22-23 Then this message came to me from the LORD: 2 “Son of 
man, prophesy against the false prophets of Israel who are inventing their own 
prophecies. Say to them, ‘Listen to the word of the LORD. 3 This is what the 
Sovereign LORD says: What sorrow awaits the false prophets who are following 
their own imaginations and have seen nothing at all!’ 

4 “O people of Israel, these prophets of yours are like jackals digging in the 
ruins. 5 They have done nothing to repair the breaks in the walls around the 
nation. They have not helped it to stand firm in battle on the day of 
the LORD. 6 Instead, they have told lies and made false predictions. They say, ‘This 
message is from the LORD,’ even though the LORD never sent them. And yet they 
expect him to fulfill their prophecies! 7 Can your visions be anything but false if 
you claim, ‘This message is from the LORD,’ when I have not even spoken to you? 

8 “Therefore, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: Because what you say is false 
and your visions are a lie, I will stand against you, says the Sovereign LORD…. 

You have discouraged the righteous with your lies, but I didn’t want them to be 
sad. And you have encouraged the wicked by promising them life, even though 
they continue in their sins. 23 Because of all this, you will no longer talk of seeing 
visions that you never saw, nor will you make predictions. For I will rescue my 
people from your grasp. Then you will know that I am the LORD.” 

Mark 8:1-12 About this time another large crowd had gathered, and the people 
ran out of food again. Jesus called his disciples and told them, 2 “I feel sorry for 
these people. They have been here with me for three days, and they have nothing 
left to eat. 3 If I send them home hungry, they will faint along the way. For some of 
them have come a long distance.” 

4 His disciples replied, “How are we supposed to find enough food to feed them 
out here in the wilderness?” 

5 Jesus asked, “How much bread do you have?” 

“Seven loaves,” they replied. 
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6 So Jesus told all the people to sit down on the ground. Then he took the seven 
loaves, thanked God for them, and broke them into pieces. He gave them to his 
disciples, who distributed the bread to the crowd. 7 A few small fish were found, 
too, so Jesus also blessed these and told the disciples to distribute them. 

8 They ate as much as they wanted. Afterward, the disciples picked up seven large 
baskets of leftover food. 9 There were about 4,000 men in the crowd that day, and 
Jesus sent them home after they had eaten. 10 Immediately after this, he got into 
a boat with his disciples and crossed over to the region of Dalmanutha. 

Pharisees Demand a Miraculous Sign 

11 When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had arrived, they came and started to 
argue with him. Testing him, they demanded that he show them a miraculous sign 
from heaven to prove his authority. 

12 When he heard this, he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, “Why do these 
people keep demanding a miraculous sign? I tell you the truth, I will not give this 
generation any such sign.” 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION  

“We help people become joyous and passionate followers of Jesus.” That’s what I 
heard on my vacation and what I hear here around Messiah. That’s what I hear 
many people proclaim even on their social medial accounts. But I wish we could 
invite Jesus to come and evaluate how well we do at this both as a church and as 
individuals. Are we helping people? Are people becoming followers of Jesus? Are 
they becoming joyous and passionate followers of Jesus? I’d like to measure our 
influence, and Jesus could help us. But I’d hate to hear Him say what He once said 
to His first twelve disciples. What He said is found in Mark 8:17, but let’s let the 
Bible set the scene before we read that verse. Listen to the story that begins at 
Mark 8:1.  
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About this time another large crowd had gathered, and the people ran out of food 

again.  

Now you may find yourself asking as I did at first…”What’s with these people 
didn’t this already happen just two chapters earlier. Didn’t they know to pack a 
lunch?” Jesus had been with another “large crowd,” and when supper time came, 
He had miraculously turned fives loaves of bread and two fish into a meal for 
more than 5000 people. That same scenario is shaping up again here in Mark 8.  

About this time another large crowd had gathered, and the people ran out of food 
again. Jesus called his disciples and told them, 2 “I feel sorry for these people. 
They have been here with me for three days, and they have nothing left to eat.  

Oh, now do you get it it’s not just an afternoon or even a full day, it’s been three 
days. And some of you think my sermons are a bit long. ☺ 

3 If I send them home hungry, they will faint along the way. For some of them 
have come a long distance.” 4 His disciples replied, “How are we supposed to find 
enough food to feed them out here in the wilderness?” 5 Jesus asked, “How much 
bread do you have?” “Seven loaves,” they replied. 6 So Jesus told all the people to 
sit down on the ground. Then he took the seven loaves, thanked God for them, 
and broke them into pieces. He gave them to his disciples, who distributed the 
bread to the crowd. 7 A few small fish were found, too, so Jesus also blessed these 
and told the disciples to distribute them. 

8 They ate as much as they wanted. Afterward, the disciples picked up seven large 
baskets of leftover food. 9 There were about 4,000 men in the crowd that day, and 
Jesus sent them home after they had eaten. 10 Immediately after this, he got into 
a boat with his disciples and crossed over to the region of Dalmanutha. 11 When 
the Pharisees heard that Jesus had arrived, they came and started to argue with 
him. Testing him, they demanded that he show them a miraculous sign from 
heaven to prove his authority. 

Hello, didn’t they just see Him feed all those people with seven loaves and a few 
small fish? 
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12 When he heard this, he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, “Why do these 
people keep demanding a miraculous sign? I tell you the truth, I will not give this 
generation any such sign.” 13 So he got back into the boat and left them, and he 
crossed to the other side of the lake. 14 But the disciples had forgotten to bring 
any food. They had only one loaf of bread with them in the boat. 15 As they were 
crossing the lake, Jesus warned them, “Watch out! Beware of the yeast of the 
Pharisees and of Herod.” 

He was like giving orders to them, saying, "Watch out! Beware of the kind of 
thinking that these “religious” leaders are peddling. Kind of like telling people 
today “Hey check what you are thinking against scripture. Check your news 
sources! Do you really think you are getting straight news or is it at best half-
truths or at worst propaganda?” 

Be cautious about adopting ideas and philosophies and world views that come 
from sources other than Jesus. The Pharisees had a world view that should not be 
adopted by followers of Jesus. The political leaders of Jesus’ day – Herod and 
others – had a world view that ought not be imitated by followers of Christ. The 
same could be said about many groups today as well. Watch out! Bad ideas can 
blind you to the truth of the Gospel. Flawed world views can send people toward 
hell rather than toward heaven. Beware! It’s a sobering warning Jesus is delivering 
here. And as Jesus speaks – giving this warning – Peter (or maybe one of the other 
disciples) leans over to Matthew, and says, “Hey, Matt. Did you notice there 
aren’t enough sandwiches to go around?” That’s, essentially, what verse 16 tells 
us!  

16 At this they [the disciples] began to argue with each other because they hadn’t 
brought any bread. 

Now, Jesus is one of the most unflappable men in all of time. He could stand 
nose-to-nose with opponents and listen to withering criticism and even threats 
against His life and hardly flinch at all. I marvel at His steely demeanor. But in 
verse 17, even Jesus seems a bit dumbfounded.  

17Jesus knew what they were saying, so he said, “Why are you arguing about 
having no bread? Don’t you know or understand even yet? Are your hearts too 
hard to take it in?  
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Jesus, aware of the conversation about food, said to His disciples, "Why do you 
discuss the fact that you have no bread?" I picture the disciples feeling a bit 
embarrassed here. They’ve been exposed for being both shallow and self-
focused!  

Jesus is trying to equip them to live in this world, and all they can think about is 
supper. It gets worse for them as Jesus gets really personal in the rest of verse 17 
and into verse 18.  

Don’t you know or understand even yet? Are your hearts too hard to take it 
in? 18 ‘You have eyes—can’t you see? You have ears—can’t you hear?’[a] Don’t you 
remember anything at all? 19 When I fed the 5,000 with five loaves of bread, how 
many baskets of leftovers did you pick up afterward?” “Twelve,” they said. 

I think Jesus probably paused right here to force His disciples to answer His 
question, and somebody–or may be even several of them-sort of sheepishly 
answered, “Twelve.” “Twelve baskets of food that nobody had room for because 
they were already full! Do you not remember [that]?” Jesus asked. Then He 
pressed further and referred back another time He fed a large crowd.  

20 “And when I fed the 4,000 with seven loaves, how many large baskets of 
leftovers did you pick up?” “Seven,” they said. 21 “Don’t you understand yet?” he 
asked them. 

What’s Jesus getting at with these questions? What are His followers not seeing, 
not hearing, not understanding? Is it just the bread thing? That Jesus has the 
power and the wisdom and the compassion to solve our personal problems and 
to lead us out of pain and into happiness? Is that all Jesus wants us to see? Or is 
He using the bread – our obsession with our personal needs – as a mere 
illustration of how easily His followers can get off track.  

We just don’t see things the way Jesus sees them. We’re not hearing what Jesus 
hears when He listens to this world. 

We’re not yet understanding anything of what Jesus came here to do. Jesus was 
trying to equip His followers to minister in this world, but all they wanted was 
bread for supper. How can we explain the disconnect between what Jesus wants 
for us and what we want for ourselves? Do we have hardened hearts that fill us 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8&version=NLT#fen-NLT-24491a
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with self-focused fear and cause us to miss everything else that we’re supposed 
to be seeing and hearing and understanding?  

• What are the followers of Jesus supposed to be seeing as we look at our 
world?  

• What are the followers of Jesus supposed to be hearing as we listen to our 
world?  

• And when we’ve seen it and heard it, what are we supposed to be doing 
about it?  

These are the questions I want to explore for the next two weeks. We’re in this 
series called “Buckle Up!” that Lloyd launched last week. We want to explore 
along with you what does it look like to get ready to be ready for the ride of your 
lives?! We want to explore this path but not just as a staff or church leadership. 
We want to do it with every one of you within the sound of my voice. And by the 
time we get done with this series, and my small part of it we want to have given 
you a picture of what the path looks like and what we might be doing as we walk 
it.  

My basic assumption is that we have eyes that can see what Jesus sees. We’re 
believers filled with the Holy Spirit – or being filled! We have ears that can hear 
the heartbeat of Jesus – not to mention the counsel of Jesus and the commands 
of Jesus.  

There is no reason why Jesus should need to come to us with the questions He 
brought to the twelve. "Having eyes, do you not see? And having ears, do you not 
hear?" And we certainly don’t want Him coming to us and asking, “Is your heart 
hardened? Are you refusing to see the world as I see it?” 

 By the time we finish this series, we want you to be able to clearly identify the 
path that can lead you – and many others – to become a joyous and passionate 
follower of Jesus. So, let’s start with what Jesus sees when He looks at our world.  

WHAT JESUS SEES WHEN HE LOOKS AT THIS WORLD 

In many ways, what Jesus sees is what we see in this world.  
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• He sees a world full of worry (Matthew 13:22, Mark 4:19), and we see that 
too. We live it nearly every day, just like the disciples did.  

• He sees a troubled world (John 16:33), a hateful world (John 7:7, 15:18-19, 
17:14), a sinful world (John 16:8), an evil world (Matthew 5:11, 7:11, Mark 
7:21, John 3:19). And we see that too. We often shake our heads in 
disbelief at the sinfulness of this world.  

• Jesus sees a dark world that cannot (or will not) acknowledge the one ray of 
light now shining in it – Jesus, Himself (John 3:19, John 8:12, John 9:5, 
12:46). We have trouble understanding why more people don’t seem 
interested in Jesus.  

• When Jesus looks at our world, He sees a world that does not know God 
(John 17:25) and does not know the Son of God (John 1:10).  

• He sees a world that needs to be saved (John 3:17), but does not want to 
be saved (John 3:19).  

All of these things we see as well. But Jesus sees more.  

• He also sees a world that’s coming to an end (Matthew 24:14). This world is 
not going to continue on forever my friends.  

• Jesus also sees a world full of people who are facing eternal judgment 
(John 12:31). A day is coming when every knee will bow before Jesus Christ 
– some bowing on their way to heaven and many others bowing on their 
way to hell. When Jesus looks at our world, He sees the reality of people’s 
future.  

• He also sees the world as a place where He – and others – can testify to 
the truth of who He is and why He matters in a world that is facing 
judgment (John 18:37). When Jesus was on earth, He saw an opportunity to 
point people down a path that can lead them out of their worry, out of 
their hatefulness, out of their sin, and into a world of joy and passion and 
purpose. To Jesus, this world is a place of testimony.  

• He also sees the world as a harvest. There’s a valuable crop growing on 
this earth, and it’s just waiting to be gathered up. (Matthew 9:38-39).  

When Jesus looks at our world, He sees the sinfulness of earth’s people, but He 
sees something else too. He sees how dearly He loves the people of earth (John 
3:16). You can hear His love in Luke 13:34.  



PASTOR DAVID STIER 
8/1/21 

Becoming a Joyous & Passionate Follower of Jesus 

 

Sermon manuscript not edited for publishing. 
 

8 

34 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those sent 
to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, just as a hen gathers 
her brood under her wings, and you would not have it!  

That’s the cry of a heart-broken Jesus. He sees a dark, troubled, hateful, sinful, 
evil, God-rejecting world, but He so loves it!  

As does His Father who sent Jesus to die for this world that the world might be 
saved – through Jesus (John 3:17).  

Is this what you see when you look at the world around you?  

• Do some people just see cranky neighbors, but you see a neighborhood full 
of people who you love with a passion?  

• Do some people just see hard-headed Democrats (or Republicans) who 
they hope to defeat in the next election, but you see people you’d be 
willing to die for, if it would help them know Jesus?  

• Do some people look at the world and see nothing but annoying children 
and lazy co-workers and nosey busybodies, but you look at those same 
people and see men and women and children who need to hear the truth 
about Jesus and about this world?  

• Do some people just see the problems of life – especially their own, but you 
spend your days looking hard and praying hard that you’ll see everything 
that Jesus sees?  

This is what Jesus challenged His first twelve disciples to be – followers who see 
what Jesus sees, hear what Jesus hears, feel what Jesus feels, understand what 
Jesus understands.  

It would be embarrassing if Jesus showed up and asked, “Are you blind? Are you 
deaf? Are you completely in the dark?” ... But maybe He doesn’t need to say it to 
us!  

Maybe in the weeks to come we’ll see clearly what we’re supposed to be doing, 
and Jesus won’t have to challenge us.  
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Maybe, in the months to come, we’ll hear His call so clearly and live it out so 
passionately, He won’t have to remind us what we’re supposed to be doing!  

Maybe, in the years to come, we’ll pray out all the hardheartedness that tries to 
creep into our hearts, and we won’t need to hear this rebuke falling on us. We’ll 
be able to read Mark 8 and simply praise God that we do understand what we’re 
supposed to be doing.  

WHERE WE’RE HEADING 

Over the next few weeks, we want to draw a picture of what we’re supposed to 
be doing – so as to avoid this kind of rebuke. There are things we can be doing to 
help people become joyous and passionate followers of Jesus. We can help 
people take the next step – whatever that is for them right now. It will be 
different for each person.  

Have you ever seen a chart that sort of lays out the phases people have to go 
through in order to become a mature follower of Jesus – or as we would say, a 
joyous and passionate follower of Jesus? People define the stages somewhat 
differently, but they’re all similar. Here’s one example.  

• The men and women furthest from faith are those who desperately need 
us and they don’t even know it. You can call them people who are 
apathetic toward spiritual truth.  

• But people change. God changes people and awakens in them a curiosity 
about spiritual things. They take one step down this path – one step closer 
to Jesus.  

• But of course, curiosity doesn’t get anybody into the Kingdom of God. At 
some point, they have to start investigating the truth. I have had the 
privilege of in my 30 years or so of ministry to see this happen often. Non-
believers actively investigating the claims of Jesus. They get invited to 
hang out with a group of people and it eventually turns into something like 
a Bible study.  

• They never intended to get into a Life Group, but there they are! And you 
know what happens from there? God does His thing and they become 
joyous and passionate follower of Jesus! 
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• Faith is born. Through the cross of Jesus Christ, they entered into the 
Kingdom of God, and became worshippers of God through Jesus Christ – or 
at least they started learning to be worshippers.  

• That step led them more deeply into the Body of Christ, where they started 
building relationships with other believers and started partnering with 
other believers who could help them live for Jesus.  

• Somewhere along the line, a Biblical truth hits them really hard. “We 
belong to God and everything we have belongs to God, as well.” They 
began being much more intentional in using their time, talents and 
resources for God rather than merely for themselves. They began gladly 
sharing their resources as God directed them. That’s a big step.  

And it brought them to the step that now always confronts them and challenges 
them – to genuinely and consistently adopt Jesus’ mission as their mission and His 
methods as their methods. In other words, to live like Jesus – to be like Jesus. It’s 
hard to say when they arrived in that last phase. It’s such a sweeping 
transformation of life. Nobody has fully mastered it. But this is where they want 
to be, where I want to be and my prayer is that this is where you want to be, too. 
So, buckle up it's going to be a glorious ride! 

 I want to adopt as my mission, the mission of Jesus. I want to use as my 
methods, the methods of Jesus. I want to see what Jesus sees, hear what Jesus 
hears, understand what Jesus understands. I want to act toward the world in 
the same way Jesus does. And in the weeks to come, I want to try to explain 
what that looks like.  

CONCLUSION 

But for now, let me close by asking this: Where are you on this path? Which of the 
seven phases best describes you? I’d like to hear from you on this question. 
Would you be willing to tell me where you are? It would sure be a help to me in 
helping you along in your walk of faith, and it might be a help to you to go on 
record with where you are. Here’s what I hope to accomplish: Before we get done 
with this series it’s my prayer that you will see at least one activity – and maybe 
more – that you can take on that will help you take another step forward on this 
path AND will help somebody else take a step as well. Wouldn’t you like to know 
that you’re seeing what Jesus sees, hearing what He hears, understanding what 
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He understands? Wouldn’t you like to know that you’re living the life Jesus wants 
you to live? So I ask……where are you? And what’s your next step?  
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Becoming a Joyous & Passionate Follower of Jesus (Outline) 

The Challenge from Jesus to His Followers (Mark 8:1-21)  

What Jesus Sees When He Looks at the World 

• He sees a world full of worry (Matthew 13:22, Mark 4:19)  
• He sees a troubled world (John 16:33)  
• He sees a hateful world (John 7:7, 15:18-19, 17:14)  
• He sees a sinful world (John 16:8)  
• He sees an evil world (Matthew 5:11, 7:11, Mark 7:21, John 3:19)  
• He sees a dark world that cannot (or will not) acknowledge the one ray of 

light shining in it (John 3:19, John 8:12, John 9:5, 12:46).  
• He sees a world that does not know God (John 17:25) and does not know 

God’s Son (John 1:10).  
• He sees a world that needs to be saved (John 3:17) but does not want to be 

saved (John 3:19).  

But He Also Sees More! 

• He sees a world that’s Full of worry (Matthew 24:14).  

• He sees a world full of people Facing eternal judgment (John 12:31).  

• He sees the world as an opportunity to Testify to the truth (John 18:37).  

• He sees the world as a Harvest ready to be gathered (Matthew 9:37-38).  

• He sees the world as people who He dearly Loves (John 3:16, Luke 13:34).  

Is this how you look at the world? 

 
 


