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Wonder of Hope for the Faithful: Being Right 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

 

A study of righteousness and hope based on Ezekiel 33.  Advent traditionally 

starts with the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘make straight the path of 

the Lord.’ Ezekiel uses the language of a Watchmen.  Someone saying watch out 

something is about to happen.  I always found this an odd way to start Advent 

since John the Baptist’s key role was to proclaim the beginning of Jesus adult 

ministry after Christmas (Epiphany)– ‘behold the Lamb of God.’ But – John also 

shows up in the first chapter of Luke when we get this beautiful picture of him 

leaping in his mother’s womb at the voice of Mary in the first trimester of her 

pregnancy – carrying the miracle of God in human form.  It would be the sacrifice 

of these two men, John and Jesus that would forever change the world.  That is a 

Mystery worth Pondering.     

 

 

Litany based on Jeremiah 31:31-34  

Leader: The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 

All: when I will make a new covenant with my people. 

Leader: I will put my law in their minds 

All: and write it on their hearts. 

Leader: I will be their God, 

All: and they will be my people. 

Leader: No longer will they teach their neighbor, 

All: or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ 

Leader: because they will all know me, 

All: from the least of them to the greatest,” 

Leader: For I will forgive their wickedness 

All: and will remember their sins no more.” 

Leader: We worship you Lord in the name of the Father, and the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

Ezekiel 33:7, 11-16  7 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the 

people of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them warning from me.   

11 Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, I take no 

pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways 
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and live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, people of 

Israel?’ 
12 “Therefore, son of man, say to your people, ‘If someone who is righteous 

disobeys, that person’s former righteousness will count for nothing. And if 

someone who is wicked repents, that person’s former wickedness will not 

bring condemnation. The righteous person who sins will not be allowed to 

live even though they were formerly righteous.’ 13 If I tell a righteous person 

that they will surely live, but then they trust in their righteousness and do 

evil, none of the righteous things that person has done will be remembered; 

they will die for the evil they have done. 14 And if I say to a wicked person, 

‘You will surely die,’ but they then turn away from their sin and do what is 

just and right— 15 if they give back what they took in pledge for a loan, 

return what they have stolen, follow the decrees that give life, and do no 

evil—that person will surely live; they will not die. 16 None of the sins that 

person has committed will be remembered against them. They have done 

what is just and right; they will surely live. 

 

Hebrews 10:19-25  19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have 

confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new 

and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and 

since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to 

God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having 

our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our 

bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 

profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we 

may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up 

meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 

another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 

Luke 1:39-45, 31-4 39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in 

the hill country of Judea, 40 where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted 

Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her 

womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she 

exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you 

will bear! 43 But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should 

come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the 

baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that the 

Lord would fulfill his promises to her!” 

3 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius 

Pilate was governor of Judea, … 2 during the high-priesthood of Annas and 
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Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 

wilderness. 3 He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the 

book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

make straight paths for him… 

 

 
 

Have you ever felt, do you feel right now, like you are doing 

everything right as a Christian … and yet have no Hope?   

 

You are faithful to worship in spite of the constant juggling of 

when and where we gather as God’s people – drive in, on line, 

in the FLC, finally back in the sanctuary with the Organ, and 

out door.  Outdoor was my favorite, I wish more families 

would have taken advantage of that.   

 

Have you ever felt, do you feel right now, like you are doing 

everything right as a Christian … and yet you have lost Hope?  

 

You go out of your way to worship even when the format is not 

ideal,  you make yourself available for others serving where 

you can, you have a prayer life and routine, you fear the Lord 

in your daily activities … you have done everything right and it 

worked for a while but never the less you went through a 

season of doubt.  Why is that?  

 

Maybe the chaos of this last year has thrust you into just such 

a season, you have become overwhelmed by the fear of disease, 

the expectations of others, the culture war and the enormous 

energy and effort that sought to drag us and our loved ones 

into that division .. it even crept into our most sacred of 

relationships – husband and wife, parent, and child.   There 

was plenty to overwhelm us in this last year and rob us of our 

faith.  If you are feeling like you have done everything right, 
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you have been one of the faithful and yet you cannot see God 

you are not the only one.   

 

I invite you to once again allow this sacred season of symbols 

and signs to overwhelm you (not with the distractions of 2020) 

but the WONDER of God’s mysteries.  So long as the 

decorations and the music point to it, let’s invite each other to 

WONDER.   

 

 

Think about this … 2020 has been all about who is right and 

who is wrong, it has been all about the right rules to follow and 

the right way to act.  Like a Tupperware lid that has shrunken 

in the dishwasher we are trying to put a lid on pandemic, and 

politics, and education trying desperately to keep them from 

affecting those we love and serve.  There is no lack of advice 

out there for how you should be living in this time.   

 

Here is what I have learned in my short life.  No one wants to 

be told how to live.  And we certainly do not want to be told 

what to believe and what to put our hope in.  So much so that 

we are willing to justify our own little systems and force those 

systems on others even when they are failing us.  We have just 

about got the whole lid secure when another corner pops open. 

We are trying to solve the problems of the world with our own 

wisdom and capabilities.  We have put our trust in our own 

righteousness.     

 

Happy are they that mourn for the inadequacy of self, 
for they shall be comforted with the sufficiency of 
God  

– Billy Graham  
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We do not want to be told how to live.  But we DO want to be 

invited into the mysteries of life.  We love to talk about Love 

and Joy, our experience of Peace and Hope and forgiveness.  

We can’t help but invite others into those experiences we have 

that we didn’t expect.  We are created to WONDER.   

 

We don’t like to be told what to believe, but think about the 

moments in your life that you most cherish.  Was it not when 

someone else dared to ponder the deeper mysteries of life with 

you?  Is it not the moments of WONDER when we have felt 

most loved by God?  Overwhelmed by God’s mysterious 

presence.  

 

 

I have felt ‘right’ in three diffident situations in my life. I felt 

‘right’ a couple of times as a kid.  At the family gathering when 

everyone was getting along. Felt right. When my Mom or dad 

held me and cuddled with me.  I can picture the emotional 

warmth I experienced from family as a kid and those moments 

it made me feel ‘right.’    I felt ‘right’ and good about myself 

when the teacher praised me in front of the other kids.  Kurt 

worked hard and look what he achieved (spelling test).  Look 

how he took a risk to color the picture that way… (light and 

dark) … that works doesn’t it.   In those moments growing up 

I felt ‘right’ with the world.  

 

I have also felt right during a political rally.  I remember in 

Graduate school going to a rally and a young guy running for 

office on campus got up and described what was going to 

happen right before the election on college campus across the 

united states.  And we would be ready for it and respond in 

love to the false accusations and speak our truth, not get 

dragged into the other parties talking points.   Man, I tell you I 

left that rally feeling ‘right.’  I had a purpose, I shared a 

common spirit with my fellow man, we were going to work 
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together to change the world.  Very few other times in my life 

have I felt so sure of myself, and what was the right thing to do.   

 

Have you had this experience?  The experience of feeling 

‘right.’  Confident, selfless, at peace, full of Hope!   

 

I tell you there is only one other place where I have ever felt so 

‘right.’  And that is in worship.  I remember returning to Bible 

camp my fourth summer and yearning for those campfire 

moments with my fellow staff were we would talk about God, 

sing along to the guitar and pray together and everything felt 

right with the world.  I was where I belong.  And I remember 

how after 4 summers those experiences became less and less 

until finally sitting around a campfire the last day of staff 

training that fourth summer it kind of caught me by surprise.  

The warmth in my heart, the tingles down my spine, the 

acceptance of God’s presence and purpose in my life.  I was a 

part of something greater than myself.  It does not matter what 

else happens in life because I know at least in this moment that 

I am loved by God and that is all that matters.   

 

It ebbs and flows those moments of feeling ‘right’ with God, 

with the world, with yourself.  I had it 2 weeks ago Sunday 

sitting with my wife during the 11:00 service (the kids spent the 

night at a friend’s house).  I was able to lose myself in the song 

– singing to God about His unfailing Love, my dependence on 

Him and meaning it, trusting it.   I have had a lot of moments 

like this since Lloyd has started leading worship.  I remember 

other moments 8 years ago in this sanctuary proud of our 

students leading worship under Dave’s guidance.   

 

But I cannot say that I have always had those moments.  I have 

certainly experienced them more in worship than as a kid or 

that one political rally I was a part of.  But It is not always 

there and try as I might, I cannot make them happen.  Some 
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time years go by where it feels like I am doing my part, I am 

being faithful, doing everything I can and yet I of have lost my 

Hope – overwhelmed by the world or ambivalent to the 

presence of God in the rush of life.  

 

Have you ever felt this way?? Working so hard for it and yet it 

escapes you.   

 

 

There is one Biblical phrase that has caught the attention of 

just about every theologian and philosopher since the moment 

God revealed it to Ezekiel.  It was Jesus complaint with the 

faithful pharisees, It was the center of Paul’s ministry to the 

gentiles, It was the center of Luther’s emphasis on Law and 

Gospel.  This one simple phrase is at the heart of every 

modern-day theologian from C.S Lewis, to Billy Graham, to 

Max Lucado.  It is the same nugget of truth that shaped the 

modern thought of Pascal, Kant and Voltaire.  

 

Are you ready for it?  

 

 If I tell a righteous person that they will surely live, but then they 

trust in their righteousness and do evil, none of the righteous 

things that person has done will be remembered…  

 -Ezekiel 33:13 

 

You can do everything right, but the moment you trust in your 

own righteousness you have begun the first step down the path 

that distances you from God and all that is right with the 

World.   
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Happy are they that mourn for the inadequacy of self, 
for they shall be comforted with the sufficiency of 
God  

– Billy Graham  

 

Ezekiel is asked to be Like John the Baptist, a watchman on 

the hillside warning the people that the judgment of God is 

coming.  It is time to repent.  Nothing is more satisfying to 

God, or any human being for that matter, then a wicked 

person that turns from evil and see the error of their way.  But 

the opposite is also true, perhaps nothing vexes us or God more 

than when we see a good and righteous person, headed down 

the right path, doing everything right - putting their hope in 

God and His work in the world…  

 

Perhaps nothing vexes us or God more than when just such a 

righteous person like you or I make the subtle switch from 

trusting in God and His goodness, to living our lives trusting in 

our own goodness! …our own abilities - our own ability to 

follow the rules, to care for others, depending on our own 

power to set ourselves aside for others.   

 

Here is the trap of the religious life.  Religion stinks.  It is not 

uncommon for the religious person to slowly and surely put 

their faith in their own righteousness rather than continue 

hoping and trusting the mysterious presence of God at work in 

and through them whose laws and guidance made them 

faithful in the first place.   We get to a point were awe are so 

faithful that we trust in ourselves, rather then the one made us 

feel right and able to do the right thing in the first place.  

 

 

God loves you, but just as He asks a wicked person to change 

their ways… every time you put your Hope in things you can 

control, and make happen… 
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Every time you put your Hope in your own righteousness - He 

will insist that you to put your Hope and your trust back in 

Him! He is insisting right now.  And this work happens most 

often when we are in worship, when we pause to Wonder and 

Ponder the deeper mysteries of life.   

 

 

Have you ever felt, do you feel right now, like you are doing 

everything right as a Christian … and yet have no Hope?  

Odds are you are depending on your own righteousness.  

 

In the spirit of Dave Nygard let me give you 3 quick concrete 

things you can do after listening to this sermon or after 

worship today that have a really good potential to kick you out 

of the habit of leaning on your own righteousness.  Three quick 

ideas that force you out of the drivers’ seat.   

 

1) When is the last time you gave such an extravagant gift 

that it hurt?  Generosity – you can try on that perspective 

that what God does matters more then what you can 

create or horde or secure… Give something away.  Make 

an unexpected gift so deep and sacred, so extravagant it 

scares you a little bit, because you just might need God’s 

help to recover from the loss.  I am not just talking about 

money.  It could be a favorite possession, a gift of time, 

the gift of forgiveness.   

 

2) Gratitude – When is the last time you said thank you to 

for the small things in life much less the big things.  

Trusting in your own righteousness tends to carry with it 

a sense of privilege.  Do us all a favor and set yourself 

aside.  Express your gratitude and dependence on others.  
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3) Finally, and you may find this very difficult, think of the 

person in your life you most loath at this time.  Some one 

that hurt you, so one that doesn’t deserve your respect, a 

political figure if you must.  Take the time to Appreciate 

one thing that person has done for you or for the world 

you live in.  And be willing to acknowledge your 

appreciation in front of those who would least expect to 

hear those words from your lips.  Shock yourself and 

others out of only appreciating that which you agree with.   

 

 

I tell you if there is one thing, I have learned about people it is 

that we do not want to be told how to live, what to believe in.  

But we DO want to be invited into the mysteries of life.  We 

want to talk about Love and Joy, our experience of Peace and 

Hope and forgiveness.  We can’t help but invite others into 

those experiences we have that we didn’t expect.  We are 

created to WONDER.   

 
 

 

 

 

 


