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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
MAY 30, 2021 

8:00 & 9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Children’s Outreach Director: Christine Murray 

Youth Director: Brian Phipps 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church 
MAY 30, 2021 

8:00 & 9:30 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                             Rose Ann Sochan 
 
 
OPENING HYMN       “Battle Hymn of the Republic”  p. 468   v. 1 & 3 
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LITANY ADAPTED FROM JOSHUA 1 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Be strong and very courageous. 
Study this book of Instruction continually. 
Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey every-
thing written in it.  
Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do.  
Be strong and courageous!  
Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go. 
We worship you Lord in the name of the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit.  
Amen 

Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
 
Pastor: 
 
All: 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE   “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”  p. 1    v. 1-3 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE   “O Worship the King”  p. 10 v. 1-3  The Hymnal 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  

  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin 

I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but 
some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliv-
er and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiv-
en. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  Amen.  

 
THE OFFERING                                                                        Rose Ann Sochan 
 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                        Alison Capps  
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OUR FIRST OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Ruth 3:1-5, 14-18 (NLT) 
Reader: Deb Dole (8:00), Lynda Mahalik (9:30) 
 
3 One day Naomi said to Ruth, “My daughter, it’s time that I found a permanent home 
for you, so that you will be provided for. 

2 
Boaz is a close relative of ours, and he’s been 

very kind by letting you gather grain with his young women. Tonight he will be winnow-
ing barley at the threshing floor. 

3 
Now do as I tell you—take a bath and put on perfume 

and dress in your nicest clothes. Then go to the threshing floor, but don’t let Boaz see 
you until he has finished eating and drinking. 

4 
Be sure to notice where he lies down; 

then go and uncover his feet and lie down there. He will tell you what to do.” 
5 
“I will do 

everything you say,” Ruth replied. 

14 
So Ruth lay at Boaz’s feet until the morning, but she got up before it was light enough 

for people to recognize each other. For Boaz had said, “No one must know that a wom-
an was here at the threshing floor.” 

15 
Then Boaz said to her, “Bring your cloak and 

spread it out.” He measured six scoops of barley into the cloak and placed it on her 
back. Then he

 
returned to the town. 

16 
When Ruth went back to her mother-in-law, Nao-

mi asked, “What happened, my daughter?” Ruth told Naomi everything Boaz had done 
for her, 

17 
and she added, “He gave me these six scoops of barley and said, ‘Don’t go 

back to your mother-in-law empty-handed.’” 
18 

Then Naomi said to her, “Just be patient, 
my daughter, until we hear what happens. The man won’t rest until he has settled things 
today.” 

OUR SECOND OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Proverbs 31:10-31 (NLT) 
 
10

 Who can find a virtuous and capable wife? She is more precious than rubies. 
11

 Her 
husband can trust her, and she will greatly enrich his life. 

12
 She brings him good, not 

harm, all the days of her life. 
13 

She finds wool and flax and busily spins it. 
14

 She is like a 
merchant’s ship, bringing her food from afar. 

15
 She gets up before dawn to prepare 

breakfast for her household and plan the day’s work for her servant girls. 
16

 She goes to 
inspect a field and buys it; with her earnings she plants a vineyard. 

17 
She is energetic 

and strong, a hard worker. 
18 

She makes sure her dealings are profitable; her lamp burns 
late into the night. 

19 
Her hands are busy spinning thread, her fingers twisting fiber. 

20
 She extends a helping hand to the poor and opens her arms to the needy. 

21
 She has 

no fear of winter for her household, for everyone has warm clothes. 
22

 She makes her 
own bedspreads. She dresses in fine linen and purple gowns. 

23
 Her husband is well 

known at the city gates, where he sits with the other civic leaders. 
24

 She makes belted 
linen garments and sashes to sell to the merchants. 

25
 She is clothed with strength and 

dignity, and she laughs without fear of the future. 
26

 When she speaks, her words are 
wise, and she gives instructions with kindness. 

27
 She carefully watches everything in her 

household and suffers nothing from laziness. 
28 

Her children stand and bless her. Her 
husband praises her: 

29
 “There are many virtuous and capable women in the world, but 

you surpass them all!” 
30

 Charm is deceptive, and beauty does not last; but a woman 
who fears the Lord will be greatly praised. 

31
 Reward her for all she has done. Let her 

deeds publicly declare her praise. 
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 OUR EPISTLE LESSON 
Hebrews 13:15-21 (NLT) 

 
 

 

 

 

15
 Therefore, let us offer through Jesus a continual sacrifice of praise to God, proclaiming 

our allegiance to his name. 
16

 And don’t forget to do good and to share with those in 
need. These are the sacrifices that please God. 
17

 Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. Their work is to watch over your 
souls, and they are accountable to God. Give them reason to do this with joy and not 
with sorrow. That would certainly not be for your benefit. 
18

 Pray for us, for our conscience is clear and we want to live honorably in everything we 
do. 

19
 And especially pray that I will be able to come back to you soon. 

20
 Now may the God of peace— 

    who brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great Shepherd of the sheep, 
    and ratified an eternal covenant with his blood— 
21

 may he equip you with all you need 
    for doing his will. 
May he produce in you, 
    through the power of Jesus Christ, 
every good thing that is pleasing to him. 
    All glory to him forever and ever! Amen. 

 

 

 
                                                                                                            

 
 
MESSAGE          
                                                                                            
                                                                          “Who Doesn’t Love a Good Romance?” 
                                                                                        By Pastor David Stier 
                                                                                    Copies of this sermon and  
                                                      others can be found in the narthex 
                                                                                     and online at mlcjoliet.org)   
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 WORSHIP SONG      “Glorify Thy Name”  p. 29   v. 1-3 

WORDS OF FAITH                                                       The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He 
rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION (8:00) 
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 WORDS OF INSTITUTION (8:00) 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                  Instrumental by Rose Ann Sochan 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN (8:00)                               “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING (8:00) 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (8:00) 
All: Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this holy meal 
and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith within our 
hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy presence. Melt us, 
mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
THE BENEDICTION 
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 CLOSING HYMN      “America, the Beautiful”   p. 572  v. 1 & 3    
 

POSTLUDE                                                                        Rose Ann Sochan   
God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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MLC NEWS 

 
 

CONNECTION CARD 
Stay connected with Messiah Lutheran. Fill out the green connec-
tion card in the pew in front of you, go to bit.ly/MLCConnect, or 
scan this QR code to fill out our online connection card. If you’re 
new to Messiah, you can still fill out the green connection card or 

scan the QR code on the back of the pew/seat in front of you. 
 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Go to this link: churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use either 
your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  

3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES FOR MAY 
Please make your reservation for what service you plan to attend at  

mlcjoliet.org.  The 8:00 and 9:30 services are streamed live as well, and there will be 
overflow in the narthex for on campus services if we surpass the 90 person threshold. 
Other non-religious or non-educational building usage will be encouraged to follow 

both state and church-posted protocols.  
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Office hours are Monday-Friday, 9 am to 5 pm, and Saturday by appointment.  

 
CHURCH LEADERSHIP ELECTION (June 6 at 12:15) 

The list of candidates for officers, directors, and board members is posted in the nar-
thex. We'll be having a congregational meeting on June 6th for the election of those 

positions. Any confirmed member of the congregation may submit to the Nomination 
Committee additional names for inclusion on this list of candidates. Additional names 

should be submitted for consideration no later than May 27th. Then the final list of 
candidates will be posted on May 30th. If you are not able to come into church and 
would like to review the list of candidates, please email worship@mlcjoliet.org and a 

copy will be sent to you via email.  

 
GET INVOLVED 

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER 

Because of Covid-19, Daybreak Shelter is now collecting and delivering items instead 
of packaging them. We are still accepting donations of items during normal office 
hours, Monday through Friday, 9 am to 5 pm. We need donations of individually 
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wrapped snacks, instant oatmeal, hot chocolate packets, cereal boxes (small) and fruit. 
Please place them in the bin marked “Daybreak Shelter” in the narthex. 

 
LIL LOVES 

Lil Loves Ministry is a new ministry at Messiah, and its aim is to come alongside under-
served parents and babies in the Tri-county area. The store, located in the Gathering 

House, will be available to attend on an appointment basis and there will also be distribu-
tion events. Appointments can be made at mlcjoliet.org/lil-loves-ministry. 

Lil Loves needs donations of diapers, formula, wipes, and other baby and family items to 
build up stock in the store. If you'd like to donate, please place your items in the bin 

marked “Lil Loves & Micro Pantry” in the narthex.   
 

MESSIAH QUILTERS 
The quilters will be working on Tuesday, June 1st and Tuesday, June 15th from 9 am to 12 

pm.  We will be working with our masks on and two people to a table.  We have lots of 
quilts that are ready to be tied, so we can use extra hands – no experience required.  Quilt 

Sunday is coming up in September and we want to get as many quilts possible done to 
ship to Lutheran World Relief.  Please join us if you can. 

 
 

MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY FUN TIME 

Come join the summer fun at Messiah Kids during the 11:00am Service! 
Messiah Kids FAQ’s: 

What to expect? You will check in for the service like you do for Sunday School. A com-
puter will be in the narthex. You will then go to the worship service with your kids and they 
will be a part of worship with you as a family. They will sing worship songs with you, hear 
the children’s message and the offering. Then just before the sermon the kids will be dis-

missed and can leave to be with their friends. 
Where do my kids go? They will meet leaders in the narthex and head to the FLC. 

Who are these leaders? Teen and adult volunteers who have signed up to help and have 
cleared a background check. 

What will they be doing during this time? Indoor & outdoor games, coloring, etc.  
Where do I pick my kids? The FLC Who is this for? All Kids grades K-5

th
 

When does it start? June 6
th

 at every 11am service except the 5
th

 Sunday of the month. 
What’s with the 5

th
 Sunday? It gives families a chance to enjoy the complete worship ex-

perience together and to train the kids on how to sit through church, as well as giving our 
wonderful volunteers a nice break. 

Why are we doing this?   It introduces kids to worshiping as a family and gives parents 
time to listen to the message while their kids are in a safe environment where they can run 

off some energy and have much needed social interaction. Our prayer is that for many 
families this will be in addition to a Sunday morning Bible study. It is just so hard to get the 

little ones to sit still for one hour not to mention two.  
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MESSIAH KIDS REMIND GROUP 
Parents of Sunday School aged children (Kindergarten through sixth grade), you can 

join the Messiah Kids Remind group by texting the code mlcmk to 81010. You can also 
go to this link: https://www.remind.com/join/mlcmk. It will be used to send reminders 

and notifications about Sunday School and any events we have planned. Contact 
Aimee Gipes at CEMLCJoliet@gmail.com with questions.  

 
VBS 

Many people have asked about Vacation Bible School. While there will be no Vacation 
Bible School this year, we plan on having several smaller events during the summer 

that will reflect the energy and activity of VBS. Stay tuned for more announcements to 
come! 

 
MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students (7th
-12th grade) every Sunday. We’re doing it both in-person and on Zoom. We meet up-
stairs in the Awana area. Contact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org for a link to Zoom Sun-

day school. 
 

IGNITE (Wednesdays from 6:00 to 8:00 pm) 
Ignite is our summer program for middle and high school students. There are games, 

fellowship, teaching, and every night has something different to offer. 
 

GAMES EXTRAVAGANZA (June 11 from 4 pm to 6 pm) 
Hey 5th-8th grade! Join us for a great time of fun and games.  We’ll be playing Minute 

to Win It games. Bring a friend or two! 
 

STUDENT MINISTRY CAMPING TRIPS (June 22nd-June 25th/July 27th-July 30th) 
These camping trips will be at Chain O’ Lakes Campground in Albion, IN. They are for 
students in 7th-12th grade. Contact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org for more details. Get 

ready for a fun-filled time of “roughing it” with your fellow students! 
 

MFUGE MISSION TRIP (July 10th-17th)  
We will be taking a trip to Tennessee to do M-Fuge which stands for Mission Fuge. M-

fuge is a ministry that takes student ministries from all over the country and brings 
them into one area to serve, worship and fellowship. This is for students going into 9th 

grade in August 2021 to graduating 12th graders. Talk to Brian about signing up for 
this ministry opportunity at brian@mlcjoliet.org.  

 
CENTER LAKE BIBLE CAMP (August 8th-13th) 

Hey students (and parents): We’re headed back to CLBC! This week of camp is for stu-
dents going into 5th-9th grade. This week is full but parents can put their child on a 
wait list for this week, or sign up for another week that MLC is not attending. Parents 

can sign the students up themselves at centerlake.org and get a discount by using the 
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code CHURCH. Get more details by emailing Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org or by 
watching the video at bit.ly/MLCCenterLake. 

 
EVENTS 

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more in-
formation. 

 
MOSAIC (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Mosaic is a “next level” Life Group ministry for 20-30 somethings AKA Mosaics or Mil-
lennials.  Mosaic focuses on a life of worship through; service, fellowship, prayer, and 
music, all the while discussing Biblical truths. To join this group, simply come to the 

study at the Mosaic room (the classroom off of the fellowship hall).  
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Insight Adult Sunday school is in full swing again and we couldn’t be more excited. 

We are meeting in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone is invited. 
 

FAMILY CAMPING TRIP 
We’re headed camping to Mendota Hills Campground for Sept. 3-6. See Dave Stier 
(pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org) for details. Approximate cost is RV's $40-50/night, tents 

$35-45/ night (May be less if we have a lot of people). 
 

PRAYER VIGIL (June 10 at noon-11 at 2 pm) 
We will be having a 26 hour prayer vigil for our church on June 10 & 11. We’re asking 
people to commit to just fifteen minutes of prayer sometime during the vigil. Sign up 

at http://bit.ly/MLCPV2021 
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STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

Proverbs 3:9   
“Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce.” 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Flowers are purchased in celebration of the wedding of Tammie Terry & Tom Eigen-

bauer on May 29th. If you would like to purchase altar flowers, please call the 
church office or sign up in the church narthex.  

 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 64 
9:30 am: 50 
11:00 am: 62 

 
Online: 176 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

 
MSM: 7 

Messiah Kids: 18 
Insight/Mosaic: 11 

2021 BUDGET 

 
Yearly Operating Budget: $673,238 
Average Need Each Week: $12,946 

Received last week: $10,973 
Received year-to-date: $212,760 
Needed year-to-date: $271,884 

 
Love offering for Local Family: 

$1161.10  
 

 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (May 30) 
8:00 Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 Insight SS Life Group 

9:30 Mosaic Life Group 
9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
MONDAY (May 31) 

Office closed for Memorial Day 
TUESDAY (June 1) 

9 a,m Messiah Quilters 
3 pm Carole Kalley Visitation 
4 pm Carole Kalley Funeral 

WEDNESDAY (June 2) 
6 pm Ignite 

THURSDAY (June 3) 
10 am Prayer Group 

11:30 am Staff Meeting 
FRIDAY (June 4) 

N/A 
SATURDAY (June 5) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (June 6) 

8:00 Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 Insight SS Life Group 
9:30 Mosaic Life Group 

9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 
11 am Worship 


