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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
AUGUST 23, 2020 

9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Youth Director: Brian Phipps 

Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 
 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church livestream 
AUGUST 23, 2020 

9:30 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                             Rose Ann Sochan 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING HYMN     “Break Thou the Bread of Life”  p. 274 v. 1-3   The Hymnal
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LITANY BASED ON PSALM 119 
 

PASTOR:  Blessed are those whose ways are blameless, 

      who walk according to the law of the Lord. 

ALL:   Blessed are those who keep his statutes 

      and seek him with all their heart— 

PASTOR:  they do no wrong 

      but follow his ways. 

ALL:   You have laid down precepts 

      that are to be fully obeyed. 

PASTOR:  Oh, that my ways were steadfast 

      in obeying your decrees! 

ALL:   Then I would not be put to shame 

      when I consider all your commands. 

PASTOR:  I will praise you with an upright heart 

      as I learn your righteous laws. 

ALL:   I will obey your decrees; 

     do not utterly forsake me.  



 4 

 
SONGS OF PRAISE                         “See A Victory” v. 1-2 
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“As For Me and My House” v. 1-2 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 
Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 

if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  
  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my 

sin I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—
but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. 
Deliver and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are for-
given. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  
Amen.  

 
THE OFFERING                                                                Rose Ann Sochan 
Text prayer requests to 815-483-1814 
 
OUR RESPONSE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                           Andrew Wiley 
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 OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Reader: Marcie Vickers 
 
Exodus 16:1-4   
The whole Israelite community set out from Elim and came to the Desert of 
Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second 
month after they had come out of Egypt. 

2 
In the desert the whole community 

grumbled against Moses and Aaron. 
3 

The Israelites said to them, “If only we 
had died by the Lord’s hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and 
ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to 
starve this entire assembly to death.” 
4 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaven for you. 
The people are to go out each day and gather enough for that day. In this 
way I will test them and see whether they will follow my instructions. 
  
Hebrews 3:7-14   
So, as the Holy Spirit says: 
“Today, if you hear his voice,

 
do not harden your hearts as you did in the re-

bellion, during the time of testing in the wilderness, 
9 
where your ancestors 

tested and tried me, though for forty years they saw what I did.
10 

That is why I 
was angry with that generation;  I said, ‘Their hearts are always going astray, 
and they have not known my ways.’

11 
So I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They 

shall never enter my rest.’ ” 
12 

See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you 
has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. 

13 
But en-

courage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you 
may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 

14 
We have come to share in Christ, if 

indeed we hold our original conviction firmly to the very end.  
  
Matthew 6:25-34  
25 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; 
or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the 
body more than clothes? 

26 
Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or 

reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 
not much more valuable than they? 

27 
Can any one of you by worrying add a 

single hour to your life? 
28 

“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field 
grow. They do not labor or spin. 

29 
Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all 

his splendor was dressed like one of these. 
30 

If that is how God clothes the 
grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, 
will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 

31 
So do not worry, say-

ing, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 
wear?’ 

32 
For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father 

knows that you need them. 
33 

But seek first his kingdom and his righteous-
ness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

34 
Therefore do not wor-

ry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own. 
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MESSAGE                              “Today or Tomorrow” 
                                                By Pastor Kurt Hoover 
                                                (Copies of this sermon and others can be           
        found online at mlcjoliet.org)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORSHIP SONG                “Let Us Break Bread Together” p. 323  v. 1-3 
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 WORDS OF FAITH                                                                     The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He ascended into 
Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the commun-
ion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlast-
ing. Amen.  
      
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                             
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this holy meal and 
the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith within our hearts. 
We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy presence. Melt us, mold us, fill 
us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
THE BENEDICTION 
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CLOSING HYMN                        p. 213   v. 1 & 3  The Hymnal 
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POSTLUDE                                                                                   Rose Ann Sochan   
God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 

 
MLC NEWS 

 
ONLINE GIVING 

There are four ways to give to MLC without using the offering plate: 
 

1) Follow this link: messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 
2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use either 

your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

If you need assistance with any of these, please email worship@mlcjoliet.org or call the 
church office at (815) 741-4488. 

4) Mail your giving to our address, 40 Houbolt Rd., Joliet, IL 60431. 
 

Please feel free to use any of the methods above. FYI, automatic bank withdrawal via the 
Church Center app is the least expensive method for the church to process giving pay-

ments electronically, but everyone is welcome to use any of the preceding methods.  
 

ONLINE CONNECTION CARD 
We have an online connection card for people to interact with MLC, as well as show their 
attendance at all three services. It helps us keep track of who’s attending/watching, and it 

helps us to stay aware of the needs of the church. Just go to bit.ly/MLCConnect. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR BEGINS 
Hey parents! Ask your children if they would be interested in joining the Youth Choir here 
at Messiah.  They usually follow the Sunday School schedule, with a short practice right af-
ter, and an occasional weeknight practice if needed before a performance.  Please contact 
Sherri Unyi at unyi86@comcast.net or text 815-735-6712 if your kids are interested in sing-

ing and you will be sent you a play list for the upcoming choir year. 
 

MATERIALS FOR MAKING MASKS 
A group of people are making masks to donate to Daybreak Shelter and other charities. 
They are in need of one-quarter inch (or less) elastic for the masks they are making. If 

you’d like to donate some, drop it by the office. If you’re interested in making some masks 
yourself, contact Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org.  

 
QUILTERS NEEDS 

Quilters are in need of any size sheets. Please be sure they are without rips, tears or stains. 
There is a basket in the narthex to put them. Thank you.  
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OUTDOOR/INDOOR SERVICES FOR AUGUST 
Continuing in August, we are holding 8 am and 11 am outdoor services. In case 
of weather, these services will be held in the Family Life Center with social dis-
tancing precautions. Attendees are encouraged to bring lawn chairs, and some 
chairs will also be provided. The 8 am service will be traditional and the 11 am 
service will be contemporary. Also, our 9:30 service will is an indoor service, in 

addition to still streaming it. However, because of Covid-19, we will use a reser-
vation system and hold the seating to 50 people. Reservations for the July 5th 
service can be made online via our website or via the church office at 815-741-
4488. There will also be an overflow area in the FLC during this service for those 

who want to worship in the church building but could not get a reservation. 
Things to remember about indoor services: ushers will seat people so that they 
are socially distanced; attenders are encouraged to wear masks when inside the 

building; no reservations are required for the 8 or 11 am services.  
 

DAYBREAK SHELTER 
We are currently working to rebuild our volunteer base for Daybreak Shelter, 
with the hope of serving their starting back in October. It’s a one evening a 

month commitment, but not every month if you can do it.  It’s for Jr. high age & 
up. This is a great thing to do as a family! Also, we still need the individually 

packaged fruit and snacks like we have done the last several months. 
 

FREE MUSIC LESSONS 
Lloyd Evans is offering free music lessons to those who are interested in learning 
how to play an instrument or improve their vocal capabilities and would like to 
use their talent on the worship team. If you are interested in taking guitar, bass, 
keyboard, drum or vocal lessons for the goal of joining the worship team, please 

contact Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org.  
 

 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
If you’re interested in working in any of these ministries, please contact the 

church office at worship@mlcjoliet.org.  
Greeters: People will have different questions about safety, and you can be the 

one to assure them and thank them for making worship a priority.   
          Ushers: There is less to do during the service, but helping people find the 

right place to sit has never been so important.    
          Tech Team: We now have three important jobs in the tech arena: We need 

three people each Sunday to take care of sound, displays and cameras.           
Altar Guild: Working behind the scenes to make sure the Alter and communion 

elements are ready for worship.  
          Set-up team: We have a temporary need of simple manual labor to set up 
and tear down tables, chairs, and canopies for the outdoor services.  Call the of-

fice today to help.  
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Insight has started back up. It’s a great time for study and fellowship. Parents, 

you can bring your children and there are two options for them: a busy bag will 
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be provided and they can stay with you, or they can go to room 101 and where 
there will be videos and they will be supervised. Today’s topic is, “Why does God 

want different languages and races; an open discussion.”  
 

MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school stu-
dents every Sunday. We’ll meet upstairs in the Awana area.  

 
S.A.L.T. (Tuesdays at 6:30 pm) 

Our high school program, S.A.L.T., is starting Tuesday, September 1st at 6:30 pm. 
All high school students are invited every week for a great time of fellowship, fun 

and Biblical teaching.  
 

H2H (HEAD TO HEART) (Wednesdays at 6 pm) 
H2H has begun! Be sure to get your 7th and 8th graders involved with our Con-

firmation class. 
 

EVENTS 

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for 
more information. 

 
DRIVE-IN SERVICE (Wednesday, August 26 at 7 pm) 

Come out for a beautiful night of worship from the comfort of your car. We’ve 
been having a great time of fellowship and hearing the word proclaimed during 

these services. Make a point to check it out.  
 

CRUISE-IN CAR SHOW (Saturday, August 29) 
Registration of classic cars starts at noon, and the show will run from 2pm– 

5:30pm Car Show. There will be live music, and awards will be given! Both cars 
and bikes are welcome, and everyone is invited for this free event.  

 
COMMUNITY RESOURCES 

 
MENTAL HEALTH HOTLINES 

Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS): 800-889-3931 
National Domestic Hotline: 800-799-7233 or 800-787-3224 

Disaster Distress Helpline for Mental Health: 800-985-5990 or text 66746 
Substance Abuse Mental Health Service Administration: samhsa.gov 

Center for Disease Control: cdc.gov 
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STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

 
Luke 19:45-46  

“And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold, saying to them, ‘It is 
written, “My house shall be a house of prayer,” but you have made it a den of robbers.’ ” 

The sellers in the temple were doing the right thing in the wrong place. Being a merchant is a fine 
occupation that is pleasing to God. But using the Lord’s House for your personal gain? That 
makes a mockery of what the Church is for. This is God’s House, where we come to hear His 
Word and offer Him our worship and praise in word and deed. We’re not looking for a profit 

here, we’re looking to give back and support the preaching of God’s Word and the Church’s care 
for the poor and needy. 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

If you would like to purchase altar flowers, please call the church office or sign up in the church 
narthex.  

 

 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

WEEK OF AUGUST 16 
8:00 am: 46 
9:30 am: 40 

9:30 am (online): 297 views 
11:00 am: 54 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

 
Insight: 24 

Insight Kids: 2 

2020 BUDGET 

 
*Yearly Operating Budget:  $684,388 
Average Need Each Week: $13,161 

Received last week: $9,901 
Received year-to-date: $397,976 
Needed year-to-date:  $434,709 

 
* Amended 5/1/20 with Pastoral Position’s Adjustment 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (August 23) 
8 am Outdoor Worship 

9:30 am Indoor/Online Worship 
9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 

11 am Outdoor worship 
MONDAY (August 24) 

N/A 
TUESDAY (August 25) 

N/A 
WEDNESDAY (August 26) 

6 pm Ignite/H2H 
7 pm Drive-in Service 

THURSDAY (August 27) 
10 am Prayer Group 
11 am Staff Meeting 
FRIDAY (August 28) 

N/A 
SATURDAY (August 29) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (August 30) 

8:00 Outdoor worship 
9:30 am Indoor/Online Worship 

9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 
11 am Outdoor worship 


