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 FROM PASTOR STIER 
 

Unity, Not Uniformity 

 

Read: Ephesians 4:1-16 

 

“There is one body and one Spirit . . . one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 

Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” (vv. 4-6) 

 

In Christ, we are one body, marked by the waters of baptism. The apostle Paul calls us to 

embrace our unity. This unity is a gift, but it also takes work “to maintain the unity of the 

Spirit in the bond of peace” (v. 3). However, oneness is not sameness. “Although there is 

only one body, one faith and one family,” writes pastor and theologian John Stott, “this 

unity is not to be misconstrued as a lifeless or colorless uniformity. We are not to 

imagine that every Christian is an exact replica of every other, as if we had all been mass

-produced in some celestial factory” (The Message of Ephesians, p. 155). Far from it! 

This unity, Stott says, is exciting and beautiful in its diversity! This is not just because of 

our different cultures, backgrounds, and personalities but because of different “gifts of 

grace” that Christ distributes. Paul lists only five here, but there are many more (see 1 

Cor. 12 and Rom. 12). These spiritual gifts are given not for selfishness but for service. 

They are given so the body of Christ might function well together and so we all might 

grow up into Christ, the head. What gifts has God given you? How are you developing 

and using them to serve others and glorify God? 

  

You that know me know I’m a bit off when reading this passage and Pastor Stott’s 

thoughts on this, I couldn’t help but recall this wonderful song from the 80’s. Yes, Steve 

Taylor “I Want to be a Clone”. You have heard me reference his song writing before. Even 

if the music isn’t your style, absorb the words and ask God to help you break the ideas of 

“Cloneliness” that the world and yes even some in the church have told you is how we 

Christians need to be. 

  

I want to be a Clone 

 

I'd gone through so much other stuff 

That walking down the aisle was tough 

But now I know it's not enough, I want to be a clone 

I asked, the Lord into my heart, they said that was the way to start 

But now you've got to play the part, I want to be a clone 

 

Be a clone and kiss conviction, goodnight 

Cloneliness is next to Godliness, right! 
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 I’m grateful that they show the way ‘cause I could never know 

The way to serve Him on my own, I want to be a clone 

 

They told me that I’d fall away unless I followed what they say 

Who needs the Bible anyway, I want to be a clone 

Their language, it was new to me but Christianese got through to me 

Now, I can speak it fluently, I want to be a clone 

 

Be a clone and kiss conviction, goodnight 

Cloneliness is next to Godliness, right! 

I’m grateful that they show the way ‘cause I could never know 

The way to serve Him on my own, I want to be a clone 

 

Send in the clones, I kind of wanted to tell my friends 

And people about it, you know, what 

You’re still a baby, you have to grow, give it twenty years or so 

‘Cause if you want to be one of his you gotta act like one of us 

 

Be a clone and kiss conviction, goodnight 

Cloneliness is next to Godliness, right! 

I’m grateful that they show the way ‘cause I could never know 

The way to serve Him on my own, I want to be a clone 

 

So now I see the whole design, my church is an assembly line 

The parts are there, I’m feeling fine, I want to be a clone 

I’ve learned enough to stay afloat but not so much, I rock the boat 

I’m glad they shoved it down my throat, I want to be a clone 

 

Everybody must get cloned  

(Hear this line as Bob Dylan would sing it) 

  

As you pray, ask God to help you identify what gifts He’s given you and how you might 

use them to build up Christ’s body. Ask Him to remind you daily that we strive for unity, 

not uniformity. 

  

PD2 

a.k.a. Pastor Dave Stier 
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 MLC NEWS 
 

MLC Publication Deadlines 

Please note that content for the weekly bulletin is due by noon each Wednesday & 

content for the monthly newsletter is due by the 22nd of each month. Thank you for 

your cooperation. 

 

June Worship 

For May, the 8 and 9:30 am services are available for streaming online on our Facebook 

and YouTube pages. There will also be overflow in the narthex if we surpass the 90 

person threshold.  For other gatherings, we will be following the state protocols and 

Messiah’s protocols. If you plan on attending worship times in person, reservations 

should be made for the service you would like to attend at mlcjoliet.org. If you’d like a 

standing reservation at one of the services, call the office or email Lloyd at 

worship@mlcjoliet.org and we will put you on the standing reservation list. Attendees 

should be socially distanced and are encouraged to wear a mask.  

 

Prayer Chain 

Messiah uses a prayer chain made up of people willing to pray for our members, 

community and nation in times of crisis. The prayers are confidential and as anonymous 

as much as possible. You can make a difference through the gift of your prayers. 

Contact Cindi Souza at regency118@comcast.net or Pastor Dave at 

pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org to become a partner. 

 

Offering 

We will have an offering time during the service, but you can give any time during the 

week using one of the following ways: 

 1) Go to this link: bit.ly/MLCGiving 

 2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and follow the            

instructions given.  

 3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 4)  Mail your check to the church at: 40 Houbolt Rd, Joliet, IL 60431 

 If you need assistance with any of these, please email  

 worship@mlcjoliet.org or call the church office at 815-741-4488. 

 

GET INVOLVED 

Daybreak Shelter 

Because of Covid-19, Daybreak Shelter is now collecting and delivering items instead of 
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 packaging them. We are still accepting donations of these items during normal office 

hours M-F (9-5pm). We need donations of individually wrapped snacks, instant oatmeal, 

hot chocolate packets, small cereal boxes, and fruit. Please contact Karen Rebeuhr at 

ckdesignkaren@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Lil Loves Ministry 

Lil Loves Ministry is a new ministry at Messiah, and its aim is to come alongside 

underserved parents and babies in the Tri-county area. The store, located in the 

Gathering House, will be available on an appointment basis, and those interested can 

sign up at mlcjoliet.org/lil-loves-ministry. There will also be distribution events, the next 

of which is on October 23, 2021. Lil Loves needs your donations of diapers, formula, 

wipes, and other baby and family items to build up stock in the store. If you'd like to 

donate, please place your items in the Pack 'n' Play in the narthex.   

 

Altar Guild 

Is your heart calling you to become more involved at Messiah, but daily time constraints 

make it difficult? Join the setup team known as the Altar Guild. It is an opportunity and a 

privilege to prepare the worship space for the gathering of God’s family in worship. And, 

with enough volunteers you'd only be asked to serve  8-12 weeks out of the year. The 

First Team: sets up Communion for the Sunday 8:00 a.m. service (can be done Saturday 

before noon) and resets for the 9:30 a.m. service. Second Team: resets after the 9:30 

a.m. service for the 11:00 a.m. service and cleans up after the service. Individuals, 

couples, and families are invited to join this ministry. Please contact Nan Dusak 

at nldusak@comcast.net or 630.890.9958 for more information or to sign up. 

 

Congregational Meeting (June 6) 

There will be a congregational meeting on June 6th at 12:15 pm for the election of a new 

board and officer positions. If you are a member, please plan on attending 

 

 
MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 

Middle and High School Sunday School (Sundays at 9:30 am upstairs) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students (7th-

12th grade) every Sunday. We’ll meet upstairs in the Awana area. 

 

Ignite (Wednesdays at 6:00 pm) 

Ignite is every Wednesday and you are invited! Middle and High school students, don’t 

miss out on this time of hanging out, worship and learning about the Bible in fun and 

exciting ways.  
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 Games Extravaganza (June 11 from 4 pm to 6 pm) 

Hey 5th-8th grade! Join us for a great time of fun and games.  We’ll be playing Minute to 

Win It games. Bring a friend or two! 

 

 

Summer Camping Trips (June 22-25 & July 27-30) 

Both trips are for students 7th-12th grade. We are going to Chain O Lakes campground. 

Contact Brian if you are interested: Brian@mlcjoliet.org 

 

M-fuge Mission Trip (July 10th-17th)  

We will be taking a trip to Tennessee to do M-Fuge which stands for Mission Fuge. M-

fuge is a ministry that takes student ministries from all over the country and brings 

them to one area. During this week (July 10-17) students will be put in ministry 

situations that can range from yard work, day care, teaching, recreation, building, etc. in 

the local community. The goal of this is to open students’ eyes to the need that they 

have in their hometown. This is accompanied with awesome worship nights where the 

students have a big group worship along with church group time, and small group time. 

This is for students going into 9th grade in August 2021 through 12th graders. Talk to 

Brian about signing up for this ministry opportunity.  

 

Center Lake Bible Camp (August 8th-13th) 

Hey students (and parents): We’re headed back to CLBC! This week of camp is for 

students going into 5th-9th grade. Parents can sign the students up themselves at 

centerlake.org and get a discount by using the code CHURCH. You can get more details 

by emailing Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org or by watching the video at bit.ly/

MLCCenterLake. 

 
MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
Messiah Kids Remind Group 

Parents of Sunday School aged children (Kindergarten through sixth grade), you can 

join the Messiah Kids Remind group by texting the code mlcmk to 81010. You can also 

go to this link: https://www.remind.com/join/mlcmk. It will be used to send reminders 

and notifications about Sunday School and any events we have planned. Contact Aimee 

Gipes at CEMLCJoliet@gmail.com with questions.  

 

VBS 

Many people have asked about Vacation Bible School. While there will be no Vacation 

Bible School this year, we plan on having several smaller events during the summer that 

will reflect the energy and activity of VBS. Stay tuned for more announcements to come! 
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 Messiah Kids Sunday Fun Time 

Come join the summer fun at Messiah Kids during the 11:00am Service! 

Messiah Kids FAQ’s: 

What to expect? You will check in for the service like you do for Sunday School. A 

computer will be in the narthex. You will then go to the worship service with your kids 

and they will be a part of worship with you as a family. They will sing worship songs with 

you, hear the children’s message and the offering. Then just before the sermon the 

kids will be dismissed and can leave to be with their friends. 

Where do my kids go? They will meet leaders in the narthex and head to the FLC. 

Who are these leaders? Teen and adult volunteers who have signed up to help and 

have cleared a background check. 

What will they be doing during this time? Indoor games, outdoor games, coloring, etc.  

Where do I pick my kids? The FLC 

Who is this for? All Kids grades K-5th 

When does it start? June 6th at every 11am service except on the 5th Sunday of the 

month. 

What’s with the 5th Sunday? It gives families a chance to enjoy the complete worship 

experience together and to train the kids on how to sit through church, as well as giving 

our wonderful volunteers a nice break. 

Why are we doing this?   It introduces kids to worshiping as a family and gives parents 

time to listen to the message while their kids are in a safe environment where they can 

run off some energy and have much needed social interaction. Our prayer is that for 

many families this will be in addition to a Sunday morning Bible study. It just so hard to 

get the little ones to sit still for one hour not to mention two.  

 
MLC EVENTS 

 

Prayer Group (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more 

information. 

Mosaic (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Mosaic is a “next level” Life Group ministry for 18-20 somethings AKA Mosaics or 

Millennials.  Mosaic focuses on a life of worship through; service, fellowship, prayer, 

and music, all the while discussing Biblical truths. To join this group, simply come to the 

study at the Mosaic room (the classroom off of the fellowship hall).  

 

Insight Adult Bible Study (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We are ready to start up our Insight Sunday school again and we couldn’t be more 

excited. We will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall. Today, Laurel Ling examines Fearless 

Conversations. 
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Family Camping Trip 

We’re headed camping to Mendota Hills Campground for Sept. 3-6. See Dave Stier 

(pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org) for details. Approximate cost is RV's $40-50/night, tents 

$35-45/night (May be less if we have a lot of people). 

 

Couples Retreat (June 11-13) 

MLC will be holding a couples’ retreat for married couples from day one of marriage to 

sixty years and beyond. MLC membership is not required. MLC membership is not 

required. The cost for is $255/ couple. For this event we are limited to 11 couples/22 

people. It includes two night's stay, 3 meals and 3 worship and marriage sessions. 

Provide your own transportation or carpool with another couple. Check-in 6-10pm 

Friday, Check-out 1p Sunday (EDT) There will have options to purchase "addons" when 

you register. Optional activities includes games, paintball, rock climbing wall, horseback 

riding and more. Contact Pastor Stier for more information at pastor.stier@mlcjojliet.org. 

 

NAMI 

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) has started meeting at Messiah on the first 

and third Mondays of each month. NAMI provides support groups both for those 

struggling with mental illness and their families. If you are interested in attending this 

group, please call 815-409-7919 or email info@namiwillgrundy.org.  

 
FROM THE BOARDS 

 
School Supply Drive 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 states “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 

rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be 

thoroughly equipped for every good work.” We will be doing a school supply drive for our 

members and our community.   

If you are in need, or know a person or family in need of a school supplies, please 

contact the church office.   

SUGGESTED SCHOOL SUPPLY LIST 

Backpack 

Pens black or blue   #2 wood pencils 

Colored pencils     Washable markers 

Highlighters     Pencil case 

Eraser(s)     Ruler 

Scissors     Scotch tape 

Index cards     Bottle of Elmer’s glue 

Glue sticks     Crayons 
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Notebook(s)     Durable folder (2) pockets 

Spiral notebook (s)1,3 or 5 subject 2”binder 

Note paper (wide ruled)   Reusable water bottle 

Hand sanitizer    Disinfecting Hand wipes 

Box of tissues    Lip balm 

Hand lotion     1 box of sandwich bags 

Calculator     Lunchbox 

Gift Cards 

 

If you would like to make a monetary donation instead, the cost is about $45. 

Checks may be made payable to Messiah Lutheran Church, memo School Supplies 

Please fill and return to Messiah by August 1, 2021 Backpacks will be blessed by 

the pastor on Sunday August 1, 2021. Contact Doug Potts, 815-370-6470, or email 

dougpotts03@gmail.com. Thank You and God Bless You! 

Stewardship Committee 
Civil Lawsuit Timeline Update 

We ask for your continued prayers and trust in the time, energy, and emotion 

invested by your Litigation Team to determine the outcome that will have the least 

impact on our continued ministry.  

June 10 – Pastor Hoover ends his sabbatical study.  (Note:  although Pastor Kurt 

has been on sabbatical, he has been involved in all Litigation Team work.)  

June 10 – 11 - Prayer Vigil.  Watch for details.    

June 11 – the Litigation Team and the Receiver meet with a Magistrate Judge to 

attempt to reach a settlement.     

Week of June 13 – written communication from the Litigation Team to the 

congregation on the outcome of the mediation.  

Sunday, June 27 – planned congregational meeting to discuss what the mediation 

outcome means for the church.  

July 2 – response due back to Magistrate Judge regarding acceptance of settlement 

(if a settlement is reached).  

 



 10 

 

Counters   Readers 8 AM 

Date Name   Name Date 

6/6/21     6/6/21 

6/13/21     6/13/21 

6/20/21    6/20/21 

6/27/21    6/27/21 

  S   

Ushers 8 AM  E Readers 9:30 AM 

6/6/21 Jerry Buchenau, Dan Stukel R  6/6/21 

6/13/21 Mike Joho, Don Cyborski V  6/13/21 

6/20/21 Wayne Lauffer, Bob Miller I  6/20/21 

6/27/21 Dave Peterson, Craig Stone N  6/27/21 

  G   

Ushers 9:30 AM   Readers 11 AM 

6/6/21 Lou Mahalik, Bill Unyi  Youth Group 6/13/21 

6/13/21 Jeff Holmes, OPEN  Youth Group 6/27/21 

6/20/21 Roger Gordon, OPEN  Greeters 8 AM 

6/27/21 Aimee Gipes, Stephanie Gregoles  NEED HELP 6/6/21 

  A NEED HELP 6/13/21 

Ushers 11 AM T NEED HELP 6/20/21 

6/6/21 Gary Phillips, Harold Stier   NEED HELP 6/27/21 

6/13/21 OPEN, OPEN    

6/20/21 Tammy Eigenbauer, Nathan Puckett                        Greeters 9:30 AM  

6/27/21 Mike Scarelli, Darryl Hoelscher  NEED HELP 6/6/21 

  M NEED HELP 6/13/21 

Communion Assistants 8 AM E NEED HELP 6/20/21 

6/6/21 N/A S NEED HELP 6/27/21 

6/13/21 N/A S   

6/20/21 N/A I  Greeters 11 AM 

6/27/21 N/A A NEED HELP 6/6/21 

  H NEED HELP 6/13/21 

Communion Assistants 9:30 AM  NEED HELP 6/20/21 

 N/A  NEED HELP 6/27/21 

 N/A    

Communion Assistants 11 AM  
Would you like to help serve?  

Call the Church Office at 815-741-4488 or   
Email office.Manager@mlcjoliet.org! 

 N/A  

 N/A  
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June 2 

Alyssa Pribnow 

Arla Knudson  

June 3 

Patricia Buchenau 

Dave Dusak  

Kurt Hoover 

Rochellle Poole 

June 4 

Aubrey Fiday 

June 5 

Jim Gifford 

Tom Glisson 

Rich & Kathy Carlson 

Jim & Shelley Manning 

June 6 

Norina Schroth 

June 7  

Jerald & Patricia Buchenau 

June 8  

Michael Wieher 

Rudy Trizna 

Cecilia Ciuffini 

Daniel Wieher 

Ron & Kathy Hanouw 

June 9 

Anthony Ally-Novak 

June 10 

Nicholas Olson 

Bill Henry 

Thomas & Debra Waller 

Dave & Caroline Torkelson 

June 11 

Sandy Strom 

June 12 

Ryan Johnson 

Lynne Eleveld 

Linda Liberty 

Kenneth Johnke 

Jeannie Glover & David Ewing 

June 13 

Evi Bosserdet 

Ray & Linda Hodge 

June 14 

Vivian Puleo  

Addison Benson 

Grace Puleo 

June 15 

Arnitta & Richard Eldred 

June 16 

Robert Harrison 

June 17  

Caleb Jenkins 

Gerry & Eva Hauge 

June 18  

Craig  & Peggy Stone 

June 19  

J.P. Burns 

Marjorie Christensen 

Andy & Kelly Hawkinson 

June 20 

Michael Colwell 

Gloria Lynn Magemeneas 

June 21 

Randy Ling 

Kenny Courtright 

Pat Haaksma 

Myka Hoover 

Darryl Hoelscher 

Lynn Ortinau 

Jim & Marlene Peterson 

June 22 

Brian Ling 

Keith Ling 

Leo Ferenzi 

Herb Zite 

Jim & Stacy Burns 

June 24 

Heather Brown 

Tyler Eickholtz 

Shannon Capps 

Sarah Potts 

Brian Snider 

Marty and Len Hohisel 

June 25 

Terrence Collins 

Kevin Trizna 

June 26 

Judi Enix 

Alayna Boe 

Bob Miller 

 

 

June 27  

Emerson Berdelle 

Stacie Walters 

Tammy Eigenbauer 

Ron & Nancy Sarver 

June 28  

Luke Wielbik 

Stacy Burns 

June 29  

Kelly Hernandez 

Steve McPhail 

June 30  

Patrick Hester 

Faye Werner 

Judy Queen 

Liz &  Lyn Liming 

Erich & Edelgard Hoffman 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
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ADDRESS 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 
815-741-4488 
Fax: 815-741-4501 
Email: info@mlcjoliet.org 
Website: www.mlcjoliet.org 

SERMON SERIES HAPPENING NOW! 


