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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
OCTOBER 18, 2020 

9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Youth Director: Brian Phipps 

Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 
 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church livestream 
OCTOBER 18, 2020 

9:30 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                             Rose Ann Sochan 
 
 
OPENING HYMN     “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” p. 43 v. 1-3   The Hymnal
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LITANY BASED ON PSALM 25 
 

PASTOR:   In you, Lord my God, I put my trust. I trust in you; 

ALL:    do not let me be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

PASTOR:  No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame, 

ALL:   but shame will come on those who are treacherous without cause. 

PASTOR:  Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. 

ALL:   Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, 

      and my hope is in you all day long. 

PASTOR:  We worship you Lord! In the name of the Father, The Son and The Holy  

  Spirit.  

ALL:   Amen  

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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SONGS OF PRAISE                         “You Are Good”  v. 1-2 
 

I want to scream it out 
From every mountain top 
Your goodness knows no bounds 
Your goodness never stops 
Your mercy follows me 
Your kindness fills my life 
Your love amazes me 
 
I sing because You are good 
And I dance because You are good 
And I shout because You are good 
You are good to me, to me 
 
Nothing and no one comes 
Anywhere close to You 
The earth and oceans deep 
Only reflect this truth 
And in my darkest night 
You shine as bright as day 
Your love amazes me 
 
With a cry of praise my heart will proclaim 
You are good, You are good 
In the Sun or rain my life celebrates 
You are good, You are good 
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SONGS OF PRAISE                         “All the Poor and Powerless”  v. 1-2 
 

All the poor and powerless 
And all the lost and lonely 
And all the thieves will come confess 
And know that You are holy 
And know that You are holy 
 
And all will sing out, Hallelujah 
And we will cry out, Hallelujah 
 
And all the hearts who are content 
And all who feel unworthy 
And all who hurt with nothing left 
Will know that You are holy 
 
And all will sing out, Hallelujah 
And we will cry out, Hallelujah 
And all will sing out, Hallelujah 
And we will cry out, Hallelujah 
 
Shout it 
Go on and scream it from the mountains 
Go on and tell it to the masses 
That He is God 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  

  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is 
known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and re-
store me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven. 
We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  Amen.  

 
THE OFFERING                                                                          Rose Ann Sochan 
Ushers this morning are Darryl & Cindi Souza  
 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                           Alison Capps 
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OUR FIRST EPISTLE READING 
2 Timothy 2:12-13  
Reader: Marcie Vickers  
 
12 

If we endure hardship, we will reign with him. If we deny him, he will deny us. 
13 

If we 
are unfaithful, he remains faithful, for he cannot deny who he is.  
 
OUR SECOND EPISTLE READING 
Philippians 1:3-6, 12-14, 21-24 & 27-30  
 

 

 

 

3 
Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. 

4 
Whenever I pray, I make my re-

quests for all of you with joy, 
5 
for you have been my partners in spreading the Good 

News about Christ from the time you first heard it until now. 
6 
And I am certain that God, 

who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on 
the day when Christ Jesus returns. 

12 
And I want you to know, my dear brothers and sisters, that everything that has hap-

pened to me here has helped to spread the Good News. 
13 

For everyone here, including 
the whole palace guard, knows that I am in chains because of Christ. 

14 
And because of 

my imprisonment, most of the believers here have gained confidence and boldly speak 
God’s message without fear. 

21 
For to me, living means living for Christ, and dying is even better. 

22 
But if I live, I can 

do more fruitful work for Christ. So I really don’t know which is better. 
23 

I’m torn be-
tween two desires: I long to go and be with Christ, which would be far better for 
me. 

24 
But for your sakes, it is better that I continue to live. 

27 
Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in a manner wor-

thy of the Good News about Christ. Then, whether I come and see you again or only 
hear about you, I will know that you are standing together with one spirit and one pur-
pose, fighting together for the faith, which is the Good News. 

28 
Don’t be intimidated in 

any way by your enemies. This will be a sign to them that they are going to be de-
stroyed, but that you are going to be saved, even by God himself. 

29 
For you have been 

given not only the privilege of trusting in Christ but also the privilege of suffering for 
him. 

30 
We are in this struggle together. You have seen my struggle in the past, and you 

know that I am still in the midst of it. 
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MESSAGE          “Take You As You Are”  
                            By Pastor David Stier 
                           (Copies of this sermon and  
    others can be found online  
     at mlcjoliet.org)   
 
 
WORSHIP SONG      “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” p. 185  v. 1, 3 & 4 

 
WORDS OF FAITH                                                       The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He ascended in-
to Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen.  
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 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                    Instrumental by Rose Ann Sochan                                              
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN                                      “Lamb of God” 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
All: Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this 
holy meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening 
faith within our hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your ho-
ly presence. Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
INSTALLMENT OF CHILDREN’S OUTREACH DIRECTOR 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
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 CLOSING HYMN       “There Is a Redeemer” p. 206   1-3 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
POSTLUDE                                                                           Rose Ann Sochan   

God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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MLC NEWS 

 
CONFIRMATION 

On September 27, there was a confirmation ceremony at the 11 am service. Those who 
confirmed their faith were:  Morgan Maser, Emily Poole. Ethan Cariveau, Grace 

Holmgren, Rachel Holmgren, Myka Hoover, Aidan Bowman, Andrew Wiley, Maddie 
Collins, Gia Bavone, Addison Petrinos, Lauren Potts, Madeleine Belsha, Sam Remus, 

Abby Hall, and Mark Snider. Congratulations to all of these students! 
 

ONLINE GIVING 
Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 

 
1) Follow this link: messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use either 
your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  

3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 
We are now meeting inside for all three services. Make your reservation for what ser-
vice you plan to attend at mlcjoliet.org.  The 8:00 and 9:30 services will be streamed 
live as well, and there will be overflow in the narthex for those services if we surpass 
the 70 person threshold. Check out our indoor services FAQ at mlcjoliet.org for more 
info. If you’d like a standing reservation at one of the services, call the office or email 
Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org and we will put you on the standing reservation list.   

 
PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH 

Our Pastors could really use some appreciation and October is Pastor Appreciation 
Month. We encourage you to take time over the next few weeks in October to let your 

pastors and their wives know how much and why you appreciate them. Tell them in 
person, send a card or a note; give them a call or share something on social media, 
pray for them daily or surprise them with something special. “The elders who direct 

the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work 
is preaching and teaching..” (1 Timothy 5:17)  

 
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER SERMON SERIES 

There are so many wonderful and positive promises made by our God in the Bible. 
This sermon series, called “Uplift”, will focus on the wonderful promises God has made 

to all of us upon which we can always rely.  
 

NEW LEADERS 
We have two new board directors. Mike Brown will be serving at the head of the Evan-

gelism board, and Aimee Gipes will be serving as the interim Christian Education 
board head. Please be in prayer for these two individuals as they take on these minis-

tries. Nan Dusek will be heading up Altar Guild as well.  
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THANK YOU 

 
Dear Messiah Lutheran Church, The Institute of Lutheran Theology (ILT) is an accredited 
Lutheran seminary providing graduate, certificate, and lay level theological education 

through a fully integrated online campus. The ILT deeply appreciates your prayers and fi-
nancial support.  We encourage you to visit our website www.ilt.edu  to see what ILT has 

accomplished with your generous giving. Thank You.   

 
GET INVOLVED 

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER 

Because of Covid-19, Daybreak Shelter is now doing boxed dinners. We will be packaging 
those boxes after the 11 am service on the second Sunday of the month, and boxing and 

delivering them on the second Monday of every month by 4 pm. To fill the boxes, we need 
donations of whole fruit, homemade cookies and two five pound containers of potato sal-
ad. Call the church office or sign up in the church narthex to let us know if you’ll be help-

ing at one or both of these opportunities.   
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD BOXES 
We plan on doing shoe boxes for Samaritan's Purse again this year. The only difference is 

we plan to distribute the shoe boxes earlier in order to give you more time to fill them out.  
Boxes are available now and will be due back November 22nd. You can pick up and drop 
off the boxes in our container by door 13 (the door by the offices) any time during office 

hours. Any questions, please call Donna Stier or the church office.  

 
MLC NEEDS 

 
 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

If you’re interested in working in any of these ministries, please contact the church office at 
worship@mlcjoliet.org.  

Greeters: People will have different questions about safety, and you can be the one to as-
sure them and thank them for making worship a priority.   

          Ushers: There is less to do during the service, but helping people find the right place 
to sit has never been so important.    

          Tech Team: We now have three important jobs in the tech arena: We need three 
people each Sunday to take care of sound, displays and cameras.           

Altar Guild: Working behind the scenes to make sure the Altar and communion elements 
are ready for worship. 

 
QUILTERS NEEDS 

Quilters are in need of any size sheets. Please be sure they are without rips, tears or stains. 
There is a basket in the narthex to put them. Thank you.  
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MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

If you’re in kindergarten through sixth grade, join this group for Sunday school in 
the Family Life Center. Social distancing and other safety protocols will be followed.  

 
AWANA (Wednesdays, online) 

Awana has started. It looks a little different, but the goal of teaching children the 
word of God and training them to serve Him will remain.  It’s virtual Awana, with 
weekly releases including worship time, group lessons and bible verse memoriza-
tion. We’ll gather together occasionally to allow for some fun and social interaction. 
We’ll be sure to meet in a large area and practice social distancing. It’s for Pre-
school - 6

th
 grade. You don’t need to have joined Awana to participate this year! 

Make sure to join Remind to get the latest Awana updates. To join, simply text 
@awanamlc to 81010 or go to remind.com/join/awanamlc. Get links to Awana vide-
os at mlcjoliet.org/awana. 

 
HARVEST FEST (October 31 from noon to 3 pm) 

Come join us for our yearly event of fun, games, and candy for pre-k through 6th 
grade. There will be a carnival with games, candy and prizes, and we’ll have We’ll 
have Trunk or Treat with great fellowship. Kids are encouraged to wear their cos-

tumes. Volunteers will wear gloves and games will be frequently sanitized. Come on 
out for this safe event! 

 
MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students 
(7th-12th grade) every Sunday. We’ll meet upstairs in the Awana area. 

 
S.A.L.T. (Tuesdays at 6:30 pm) 

Our high school program, S.A.L.T., is in full swing at 6:30 pm. All high school stu-
dents are invited every week for a great time of fellowship, fun and Biblical  

teaching.  
 

H2H (HEAD TO HEART) (Wednesdays at 6 pm) 
H2H is in full swing. Be sure to get your 7th and 8th graders involved with our Con-

firmation class.  
 

VAN PURCHASE 
The student ministry is fundraising for a fifteen passenger van to compliment the 
church bus that we have now. You can help by participating in the “180 Project”, 

which is a board of envelopes numbered 1 to 150, and you choose which number/
amount you’d like to donate. The envelopes are available in the narthex or you can 

contact brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org to ask for the one you’d like.  
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EVENTS 

 
PRAYER VIGIL (October 24 from 11 am to 6 pm) 

You can come to the sanctuary and pray any time from 11 am to 6 pm, or pray 
using our prayer vigil live stream on Facebook or YouTube. You can submit pray-
er requests on our website now up until the day of in real time during the vigil 

on our website.  
 

ACTS BIBLE STUDY LIFE GROUP  
(Starting Tuesday, November 3rd at 6:30 pm) 

This book of Acts Bible study will be led by Jeanette Wegemer at Mike and Jean-
ette’s home. The book being used for the study is “New Wine: A Study of Transi-

tion in the Book of Acts” which can be purchased on Amazon or through the 
church office. Contact Jeanette or the church office if you are interested in at-

tending.  
 

PARENTING STUDY LIFE GROUP (Starting in November) 
Tom Bond will be leading a study through the book “Tough Guys and Drama 
Queens” and is asking for input on when to hold it. The options are: Sundays 
starting at 5 or 6 pm, Monday or Tuesday starting at 6:30 or 7 pm. Email pas-

tor.stier@mlcjoliet to let us know your interest in the group and the best time for 
you to meet.  

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for 
more information. 

 
INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Insight has started back up. It’s a great time for study and fellowship. Parents, 
you can bring your children and there are three options for them: a busy bag will 

be provided and they can stay with you, they can go to room 101 where there 
will be videos and they will be supervised, or kids kindergarten through sixth 

grade can attend Sunday School in the FLC. The topics and teachers for October 
are: 

 
October 18: Jim Ortinau - "Seemingly Unanswered Prayers, part 2" 

October 25: Doug Potts - "Spiritual Gifts" (I Corinthians 12) 
November 1,8,15, & 22: Harold Stier - “On the Book of Daniel” 

 
In addition to this, we will be offering a second Insight option in the Gathering 
House based on the study “Fearless Conversations”. This will be a discussion-

driven group starting the first Sunday in November.  
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STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

 
1 Timothy 6:17    

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their 
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with every-

thing to enjoy. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
This week’s altar flowers have been purchased by Doug & Janet Potts in honor of 

Doug’s mother’s birthday, and by Dave & Nan Dusak in honor of their wedding an-
niversary. If you would like to purchase altar flowers, please call the church office or 

sign up in the church narthex.  
 

 

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

WEEK OF OCTOBER 4 
8:00 am: 42 
9:30 am: 53 

9:30 am (online):  303 views 
11:00 am: 34 
Insight: 13 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

 

2020 BUDGET 

 
*Yearly Operating Budget:  $684,388 
Average Need Each Week: $13,161 

Received last week: $7,637 
Received year-to-date: $475,679 
Needed year-to-date: $540,093 

 
* Amended 5/1/20 with Pastoral Position’s Adjustment 

  

Youth Van Fundraiser: $4,680 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (October 18) 
8 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am K-6th Sunday School 

9:30 am MH & HS Sunday School 
9:30 Insight Adult Bible Study 

11 am Worship 
MONDAY (October 19) 

8 am Cornerstone Homeschool 
TUESDAY (October 20) 

9 am Quilters 
6:30 pm S.A.L.T. 

WEDNESDAY (October 21) 
8 am Classic Conversations Homeschool 

6:15 pm H2H 
THURSDAY (October 22) 

10 am Prayer Group 
11:30 am Staff Meeting 
FRIDAY (October 23) 

N/A 
SATURDAY (October 24) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
11 am Prayer Vigil 

NEXT SUNDAY (October 25) 
8:00 Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 K-6 Sunday School 

9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 
9:30 am Insight Adult Bible Study 

11 am Worship 


