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Reconciled with God 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

  

 

1 Timothy 3:14-16  14 I am writing these things to you, hoping to come to 

you before long; 15 but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know 

how one should act in the household of God, which is the church of the 

living God, the pillar and support of the truth. 16 Beyond question, great 

is the mystery of godliness: 

He who was revealed in the flesh, 

Was vindicated in the Spirit, 

Seen by angels, 

Proclaimed among the nations, 

Believed on in the world, 

Taken up in glory. 

 

Matthew 27:45-53  45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came 

over all the land. 46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud 

voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why 

have you forsaken me?”). 47 When some of those standing there heard this, 

they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 48 Immediately one of them ran and got a 

sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to 

Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah 

comes to save him.” 50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, 

he gave up his spirit. 51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in 

two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs 

broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to 

life. 53 They came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the 

holy city and appeared to many people. 

 

 

 

…great is the mystery of godliness… (1 Timothy 3:16) 

 

Paul’s words of wisdom to a young Timothy.  After only one 

generation the people who were a part of the church and the 

people recording history had realized that this movement was 

going to impact the world in some major ways.  A generation 
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after the resurrection the early Church has become a thing and 

Paul is passing the torch to the next generation, Timothy, a 

promising young leader.   Unlike the other apostles, Paul did 

not experience Jesus and many others risen from the dead in 

Jerusalem.  Timothy probably was not even a live for it.  We 

like Paul and Timothy have the benefit of living in the era of 

the Holy Spirit, but we have never seen a resurrected person… 

not yet.   

 

…great is the mystery of godliness… (1 Timothy 3:16) 

 

God chose to experience the human condition by becoming one 

of us, and if you doubt that …just look at the proof of the Holy 

Spirit, the witness of angels, every nation knows this story, 

there are believers in every corner of the world and just as the 

resurrected Jesus was taken up in glory - we to, after we have 

been reborn, from our own flesh… we shall see God as he 

really is.  

 

It is a mystery, but one you can count on and look forward to.   

 

Let me ask it this way… What is on your bucket list?  I 

remember before this was really a thing Molly and I on a 

camping trip dreaming together about things we would like to 

experience some day.  I wanted to qualify for a PTQ 

tournament in my favorite strategy game.  Compete with 

professionals who get paid to play the game.  For Molly she 

wanted to swim in an international swim meet.  She actually 

checked that one off her bucket list in 2016.  Mine will 

probably never happen.   

 

What is on your bucket list??  What do you want to experience 

at least once in your lifetime?  
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I got an idea for you… how about being resurrected from the 

dead!  I hope that you have that on your imaginary bucket list 

and if you got a written list please add that to the list.   

 

When we say in the confession that we believe in the catholic 

church a communion of saints, the forgiveness of sin and the 

resurrection of the body.   We are not saying that we believe 

that Jesus was resurrected from the dead.  You are saying I 

believe that I too will someday be resurrected from the dead!!  

 

The resurrection is a reality we can put our hope and trust in!   

 

When Matthew records the events of Jesus death and 

resurrection, he puts in two throw away lines often overlooked 

because the other Gospel writers do not emphasize these 

details.  And yet it is one of the most commonly recorded 

historical facts not only by the bible, but by secular historians.  

Something happened in Jerusalem after Jesus death that 

created a revolution that changed the world.  Some historians 

pointed to this spiritual experience that people were having, 

others pointed to the unusual number of healings and miracles 

that happened, and some pointed to the reality that is was 

simply undeniable just how many people encountered Jesus 

and their loved ones resurrected from the dead.  Not zombies 

or other superstitious experiences, but real-life experiences 

with people that should not have been there, they had died long 

ago, or in Jesus’ sake earlier that month.   

 

We don’t get this text often on Easter because although it 

testifies to the resurrection it happens earlier in the narrative.  

The moment Jesus dies:   

 

At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from 

top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs 

broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were 
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raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs after Jesus’ 

resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many 

people. 

 

Resurrection.  Dead people walking and talking.  God promises 

that your death and the death of your loved one is not the end.  

There will be a resurrection of the dead.  You! WILL be! 

Resurrected from the dead!  Since that reality is true how does 

it impact the way I live my life here and now.   

 

 

The reality that There is a resurrection in your future should 

and does impact the way you live your life.   

 

You and I will not only experience that miracle, but If you are 

looking for it, if your trust that Jesus can make it happen … 

we are all about to experience a revival in the church not seen 

since the crusades of Billy Graham.  I am talking about a 

national movement, a national return to church.   

 

God is going to reengage the church! A church that has 

become lost and distracted like never before in the last year.  

And he is going to reengage that church in many and different 

ways.  Husbands and wives will talk about their faith together.  

Couples will pray with other couples, seek out those 

relationships.  Like never before families are going to put the 

spiritual growth of their children first and foremost.  There is 

going to be a revival in the community of the church due to the 

pent-up demand for community and the genuine experience of 

God’s love.   

 

God can even use the potential of financial loss to reengage His 

church.  Messiah Lutheran Church was blessed with 2 large, 

one-time financials gifts in 2020 that not only kept our budget 

intact but enabled us to invest in out community.  In 2021 we 
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have the very real possibility of experiencing a large, one-time 

financial loss. You have gotten the letters.  Even your 

coworkers and neighbors know this church’s future is under 

threat.  And YET! God can even use this to reengage the 

church and our community in the work of God 

 

Many have asked, ‘how can I help my church in this time.’  It 

amazes me the number of people who have expressed their 

concern.  It has not just been members of the church.  Our 

coworkers and neighbors have heard the word and they share 

in our concern. 

 

Many have asked, ‘how can I help?’  Let me tell you 

contributions to the general fund matter.  In particular the 

consistency of giving each month of 2021 will determine our 

expenses and budgeting moving forward.  IF you would like to 

help with a one-time gift please wait until we know what we are 

dealing with, but in the meantime decide upon a consistent 

percentage or tithe for your families giving and stick to it.  We 

will need to know what we can count on moving forward.   

 

The general fund matters, money matters, BUT if you want to 

help, if you want to stand up and protect the future of your 

church, if you wan to invite the people of your communities 

that have been touched by this church and its ministry to be a 

part…   The best way you can help is by showing up.  Engage 

in the work of God through the church for the communities 

you live in not only because it will determine our future, but 

because if you are actually going to be resurrected someday 

than what could be more important than investing in the 

relationships and Kingdom that will exist after the 

resurrection.    

 

Husbands and wives - talk about your faith together.  Couples 

- pray with other couples, seek out those relationships.  
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Families - put the spiritual growth of your children first and 

foremost.   

 

 

When we say in the confession that you believe in the 

resurrection of the body.   You are saying I believe that I too 

will someday be resurrected from the dead!! The resurrection 

is a reality we can put our hope and trust in!  In fact, when we 

say we believe in Christ you are not saying you believe He 

existed you are saying I believe He will do for me that which 

He has promised - forgive my sins and resurrect me from the 

dead.  For God so loved the world that He sent His only Son, so 

that all who believe in Him, will not perish but experience 

eternal life!!  

 

Do I sound a little bit passionate about this point?  That is 

because I don’t think you have fully absorbed the reality of 

what this means for your future.  If this is true and we believe 

in Jesus’ ability to do it then it impacts everything we do in life.  

Does the way you live your life reflect the reality that you will 

someday be resurrected from the dead?   

 

 

Jesus Christ is here now.  He is that voice warming your heart, 

that twist in your gut.  The very Spirit of God alive in you!  

And God will come again in human form.  That same broken 

and scared human being who suffered and died so that you can 

be certain that your sins, mistakes, lack of perfection… that 

does not determine your future.  The promise of God made 

reality in Jesus Christ define our future…  Because of Jesus 

Christ you too will be resurrected from the dead to live in His 

everlasting Kingdom for eternity.  Because of Jesus Christ you 

are a part of that community now! 

 

  


