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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
SEPTEMBER 6, 2020 

8 & 9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Youth Director: Brian Phipps 

Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 
 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church livestream 
SEPTEMBER 6, 2020 

8 & 9:30 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                             Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OPENING HYMN     “All Glory, Laud and Honor”  p. 173  v. 1-3   The Hymnal
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 
Leader: We gather today to worship the one, true living God, and bring before Him 

our praise. As we do so, we confess our reliance on Him and our desire to 
be clean before Him. The blood of Jesus cleanses us from sin, but we must 
confess it. For if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. We want to come 
before Him with honest and pure hearts this morning.  

 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of 

my sin I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am 
ashamed—but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I 
ask forgiveness. Deliver and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live 
each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are 
forgiven. We rest now in His peace as we worship Him, and rise every 
morning to serve Him.  Amen.  

 
WELCOME 
 
 

LITANY BASED ON PSALM 103 

 

PASTOR:  The Lord is compassionate and gracious, 

      slow to anger, abounding in love. 

ALL:   he does not treat us as our sins deserve 

      or repay us according to our iniquities. 

PASTOR:  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

       so great is his love for those who fear him; 

ALL:   as far as the east is from the west, 

      so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 

PASTOR:  As a father has compassion on his children, 

      so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him; 

ALL:   or he knows how we are formed, 

      he remembers that we are dust. 

PASTOR:  But from everlasting to everlasting 

     the Lord’s love is with those who fear him, 

ALL:   and his righteousness with their children’s children 
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SONGS OF PRAISE             “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” v. 1-2 
 

Lord I lift Your name on high 
Lord I love to sing Your praises 
I'm so glad Your in my life 
I'm so glad You came to save us 
 
You came from heaven to earth 
To show the way 
From the earth to the cross 
My debt to pay 
From the cross to the grave 
From the grave to the sky 
Lord I lift Your name on high 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE PART 1 
 
SONGS OF PRAISE                         “Big House” v. 1-2 
 

I don't know where you lay your head 
Or where you call your home 
I don't know where you eat your meals 
Or where you talk on the phone 
I don't know if you got a cook 
A butler or a maid 
I don't know if you got a yard 
With a hammock in the shade 
 
I don't know if you got some shelter 
Say a place to hide 
I don't know if you live with friends 
In whom you can confide 
I don't know if you got a family 
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 Say a mom or dad 
I don't know if you feel love at all 
But I bet you wish you had 
 
Come and go with me 
To my Father's house 
Come and go with me 
To my Father's house 
It's a big big house 
With lots and lots a room 
A big big table 
With lots and lots of food 
A big big yard 
Where we can play football 
A big big house 
Its my Father's house 
 
All I know is a big ole house 
With rooms for everyone 
All I know is lots a land 
Where we can play and run 
All I know is you need love 
And I've got a family 
All I know is your all alone 
So why not come with me? 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE PART 2 
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OUR FIRST OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Psalm 40:1-5 (TLB) 
Readers:  Doug Potts (8:00) Lynda Mahalik (9:30) 

I waited patiently for God to help me; then he listened and heard my cry. 
2 
He lifted me 

out of the pit of despair, out from the bog and the mire, and set my feet on a hard, firm 
path, and steadied me as I walked along. 

3 
He has given me a new song to sing, of praises 

to our God. Now many will hear of the glorious things he did for me, and stand in awe 
before the Lord, and put their trust in him. 

4 
Many blessings are given to those who trust 

the Lord and have no confidence in those who are proud or who trust in idols.
5 
O Lord 

my God, many and many a time you have done great miracles for us, and we are ever in 
your thoughts. Who else can do such glorious things? No one else can be compared with 
you. There isn’t time to tell of all your wonderful deeds. 

OUR SECOND OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 

Isaiah 2:12-22 (TLB) 
12 

On that day the Lord Almighty will move against the proud and haughty and bring 
them to the dust. 

13 
All the tall cedars of Lebanon and all the mighty oaks of Bashan shall 

bend low, 
14 

and all the high mountains and hills, 
15 

and every high tower and wall, 
16 

and 
all the proud ocean ships and trim harbor craft—all shall be crushed before the Lord that 
day. 

17 
All the glory of mankind will bow low; the pride of men will lie in the dust, and the 

Lord alone will be exalted. 
18 

And all idols will be utterly abolished and destroyed. 
19 

When 
the Lord stands up from his throne to shake up the earth, his enemies will crawl with fear 
into the holes in the rocks and into the caves because of the glory of his majesty. 

20 
Then 

at last they will abandon their gold and silver idols to the moles and bats 
21 

and crawl into 
the caverns to hide among the jagged rocks at the tops of the cliffs, to try to get away 
from the terror of the Lord and the glory of his majesty when he rises to terrify the 
earth. 

22 
Puny man! Frail as his breath! Don’t ever put your trust in him!  

OUR EPISTLE READING 

Colossians 3:15-17 
 
(TLB) 

15 
Let the peace of heart that comes from Christ be always present in your hearts and 

lives, for this is your responsibility and privilege as members of his body. And always be 
thankful. 

16 
Remember what Christ taught, and let his words enrich your lives and make 

you wise; teach them to each other and sing them out in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing to the Lord with thankful hearts. 

17 
And whatever you do or say, let it be as 

a representative of the Lord Jesus, and come with him into the presence of God the Fa-
ther to give him your thanks. 
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MESSAGE                               
       
              “Sing a New Song” 
                                                By Pastor Kurt Hoover 
                                                (Copies of this sermon and others can be          
    found online at mlcjoliet.org)   
 
 
 
HYMN                                      “Peace Like a RIver”  p. 29  v. 1-3 
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WORDS OF FAITH                                                                                      1 John 5 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who 
loves the father loves his child as well. This is how we know that we love the children 
of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. In fact, this is love for God: to 
keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of 
God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our 
faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the 
Son of God.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE OFFERING                                                                    Rose Ann Sochan 
Text prayer requests to 815-557-5392 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                             
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
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 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this holy 
meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith 
within our hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy 
presence. Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
THE BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING HYMN                        p. 29   v. 1-3  The Hymnal 

 
 
POSTLUDE                                                              Rose Ann Sochan   

God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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 MLC NEWS 

 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
 

1) Follow this link: messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 
2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use either 

your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

If you need assistance with any of these, please email worship@mlcjoliet.org or call the 
church office at (815) 741-4488. 

 
Please feel free to use any of the methods above. FYI, automatic bank withdrawal via 
the Church Center app is the least expensive method for the church to process giving 
payments electronically, but everyone is welcome to use any of the preceding meth-
ods.  Of course, you can always mail your giving to 40 Houbolt Rd., Joliet, IL 60431. 

 
ONLINE CONNECTION CARD 

We have an online connection card for people to interact with MLC, as well as show 
their attendance at all three services. It helps us keep track of who’s attending/

watching, and it helps us to stay aware of the needs of the church. Just go to bit.ly/
MLCConnect. 

 
MATERIALS FOR MAKING MASKS 

A group of people are making masks to donate to Daybreak Shelter and other chari-
ties. They are in need of one-quarter inch (or less) elastic for the masks they are mak-
ing. If you’d like to donate some, drop it by the office. If you’re interested in making 

some masks yourself, contact Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org.  
 

QUILTERS NEEDS 
Quilters are in need of any size sheets. Please be sure they are without rips, tears or 

stains. There is a basket in the narthex to put them. Thank you.  
 

OUTDOOR/INDOOR SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER 
We will continue to hold outdoor services at 8 am and 11 am. In case of weather, these 

services will be held in the Family Life Center with social distancing precautions. At-
tendees are encouraged to bring lawn chairs, and some chairs will also be provided. 
The 8 am service will be traditional and the 11 am service will be contemporary. Our 

9:30 service will continue to be indoors, in addition to streaming it on YouTube and Fa-
cebook. However, because of Covid-19, we will use a reservation system and hold the 
seating to 50 people. Reservations for these services can be made online via our web-
site or via the church office at 815-741-4488. There will also be an overflow area in the 
FLC during this service for those who want to worship in the church building but could 
not get a reservation. Things to remember about indoor services: ushers will seat peo-
ple so that they are socially distanced; attenders are encouraged to wear masks when 
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 inside the building; no reservations are required for the 8 or 11 am services.  
 

DAYBREAK SHELTER 
We are currently working to rebuild our volunteer base for Daybreak Shelter, with the 
hope of serving there starting back in October. It’s a one evening a month commit-

ment, but it doesn’t have to be every month: the commitment is up to you. It’s for Jr. 
high age & up. This is a great thing to do as a family! Also, we still need individually 
packaged fruit and snacks like we have asked for during the last several months. You 

can bring them into the entry way at door 13.  
 

FREE MUSIC LESSONS 
Lloyd Evans is offering free music lessons to those who are interested in learning how 
to play an instrument or improve their vocal capabilities and would like to use their 

talent on the worship team. If you are interested in taking guitar, bass, keyboard, drum 
or vocal lessons for the goal of joining the worship team, please contact Lloyd at wor-

ship@mlcjoliet.org.  
 

 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
If you’re interested in working in any of these ministries, please contact the church of-

fice at worship@mlcjoliet.org.  
Greeters: People will have different questions about safety, and you can be the one to 

assure them and thank them for making worship a priority.   
          Ushers: There is less to do during the service, but helping people find the right 

place to sit has never been so important.    
          Tech Team: We now have three important jobs in the tech arena: We need three 

people each Sunday to take care of sound, displays and cameras.           
Altar Guild: Working behind the scenes to make sure the Alter and communion ele-

ments are ready for worship.  
          Set-up team: We have a temporary need of simple manual labor to set up and 
tear down tables, chairs, and canopies for the outdoor services.  Call the office today 

to help.  
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Insight has started back up. It’s a great time for study and fellowship. Parents, you can 
bring your children and there are two options for them: a busy bag will be provided 

and they can stay with you, or they can go to room 101 and where there will be videos 
and they will be supervised. Today’s topic: “If God is Love, why is there hell?" 

 
SEPTEMBER SERMON SERIES 

Our sermon series for September is called “Like a Child”, and will not only focus on 
how God and Jesus see children, but also will have services planned around engaging 

children throughout. A “Church in a Bag” for kids only will be available for pickup 
starting Wednesday, September 2. These will be available before church services as 

well. Have your kids join the fun! 
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MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students eve-
ry Sunday. We’ll meet upstairs in the Awana area, and we’ll start back up September 6.  

 
S.A.L.T. (Tuesdays at 6:30 pm) 

Our high school program, S.A.L.T., is starting Tuesday, September 8th at 6:30 pm. All 
high school students are invited every week for a great time of fellowship, fun and 

Biblical teaching.  
 

H2H (HEAD TO HEART) (Wednesdays at 6 pm) 
H2H has begun! Be sure to get your 7th and 8th graders involved with our Confirma-

tion class. We’ll be back September 9th.  
 

EVENTS 

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more in-
formation. 

 
DRIVE-IN SERVICES (Sept. 9th & 23rd at 7 pm) 

Join us for the last drive-in worship services of the season, weather permitting.  

 
COMMUNITY RESOURCES 

 
MENTAL HEALTH HOTLINES 

Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS): 800-889-3931 
National Domestic Hotline: 800-799-7233 or 800-787-3224 

Disaster Distress Helpline for Mental Health: 800-985-5990 or text 66746 
Substance Abuse Mental Health Service Administration: samhsa.gov 

Center for Disease Control: cdc.gov 

 
OTHER 

 

VISION PROCESS  
 I would invite you to pray for myself, but more importantly the future of the 

church.  We have benefited from a vision laid out by Pr. Dave Nygard. In many ways 
this vision has culminated in the building of our FLC which is now wrapping up its 2nd 
year of service.  We are now seven years into that five-year plan.  It is time to lay out 

some new goals and ideas for the next three to five years of Messiah Lutheran 
Church.   
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 This will not be easy with the uncertainty and changing lives of our families, but I have felt 
the Spirit's leading to get something started.   

  
I will be setting aside Aug 30th-Sept 8th to engage the vision process.  I will be reviewing 
the history of our congregation and surveys from the call process.  More importantly, I will 
be listening for God’s guidance and entering into an intense time of fasting and prayer.   

  
I am writing to ask for your prayers.  Please pray for the vision of the church and that I 

might hear God's vision for the next three to five years. If you would set aside a time to do 
this each day from Aug 30-Sept 8th, I would appreciate it.   

  
I would also like you to be ready after this process to receive the vision that I capture on 

paper.  I want to discern the future together.  God has great plans for the people who 
gather here and the impact we have on our community.   

 
        Pr. Kurt Hoover 

 
FALL WORSHIP & CHILDREN”S MINISTRY 

Children’s Ministry (6th grade & under) has a targeted start date in October. 
 

Sunday School 
Our plans are to offer a variety of options for teaching our children more about God and 

how to worship Him.  We’re considering worship experiences in the FLC along with options 
for in-classroom teaching.  Look for more details as we get closer. 

 
Awana 

It’s going to look a little different, but the goal of teaching children the word of God and 
training them to serve Him will remain.   

What: Virtual Awana - with weekly releases including worship time, group lessons and Bi-
ble verse memorization.   

Meeting: We’ll gather together occasionally to allow for some fun and social interaction.  
We’ll be sure to meet in a large area and practice social distancing. 

Need more info? Contact Beth Hohisel bhohisel@hotmail.com or 815-735-7897 
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STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

1 Chronicles 29:14   
“But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able thus to offer willing-

ly? For all things come from you, and of your own have we given you.” 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
The altar flowers for this week are purchased by Jane & Alan Costello’s in honor of 
Shirley Oder’s birthday. If you would like to purchase altar flowers, please call the 

church office or sign up in the church narthex.  
 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

WEEK OF AUGUST 30 
8:00 am: 54 
9:30 am: 39 

9:30 am (online): 292 views 
11:00 am: 46 

 
Insight: 12 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

2020 BUDGET 

 
*Yearly Operating Budget:  $684,388 
Average Need Each Week: $13,161 

Received last week: $10,711 
Received year-to-date: $419,245 
Needed year-to-date: $461,055 

 
* Amended 5/1/20 with Pastoral Position’s Adjustment 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (September 6) 
8 am Outdoor Worship 

9:30 am Indoor/Online Worship 
11 am Outdoor worship 

MONDAY (September 7) 
N/A 

TUESDAY (September 8) 
6:30 pm S.A.L.T. 

WEDNESDAY (September 9) 
6 pm H2H 

7 pm Drive-in Service 
THURSDAY (September 10) 

10 am Prayer Group 
11 am Staff Meeting 

FRIDAY (September 11) 
6 pm Worship Team Rehearsal 

6 pm Life Group Training 
SATURDAY (September 12) 

9 am Life Group Training 
NEXT SUNDAY (September 13) 

8:00 Outdoor worship 
9:30 am Indoor/Online Worship 

9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 
11 am Outdoor worship 


