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Isaiah 9: 1-7  

Nevertheless, that time of darkness and despair will not go on forever. The land of Zebulun 

and Naphtali will be humbled, but there will be a time in the future when Galilee of the 

Gentiles, which lies along the road that runs between the Jordan and the sea, will be filled with 

glory. 

2 The people who walk in darkness 

    will see a great light. 

For those who live in a land of deep darkness, 

    a light will shine. 
3 You will enlarge the nation of Israel, 

    and its people will rejoice. 

They will rejoice before you 

    as people rejoice at the harvest 

    and like warriors dividing the plunder. 
4 For you will break the yoke of their slavery 

    and lift the heavy burden from their shoulders. 

You will break the oppressor’s rod, 

    just as you did when you destroyed the army of Midian. 
5 The boots of the warrior 

    and the uniforms bloodstained by war 

will all be burned. 

    They will be fuel for the fire. 
6 For a child is born to us, 

    a son is given to us. 

The government will rest on his shoulders. 

    And he will be called: 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His government and its peace 

    will never end. 

He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David 

    for all eternity. 

The passionate commitment of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies 

    will make this happen! 
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Colossians 2:12-19 

For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with him you were raised to 

new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ from the dead. 

13 You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. 

Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. 14 He canceled the record of 

the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. 15 In this way, he 

disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over 

them on the cross. 

16 So don’t let anyone condemn you for what you eat or drink, or for not celebrating certain 

holy days or new moon ceremonies or Sabbaths. 17 For these rules are only shadows of the 

reality yet to come. And Christ himself is that reality. 18 Don’t let anyone condemn you by 

insisting on pious self-denial or the worship of angels, saying they have had visions about 

these things. Their sinful minds have made them proud, 19 and they are not connected to 

Christ, the head of the body. For he holds the whole body together with its joints and 

ligaments, and it grows as God nourishes it. 

I Thessalonians 4:13-18 
13 And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the believers 

who have died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. 14 For since we believe 

that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, God will 

bring back with him the believers who have died. 

15 We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not 

meet him ahead of those who have died. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven 

with a commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. 

First, the believers who have died will rise from their graves. 17 Then, together with them, we 

who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in 

the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. 18 So encourage each other with these words. 

 
“What If It Was Always Winter, But Never Christmas?” 
 
“Always winter and never Christmas; think of that!” - Mr. Tumnus  
Looking for hope in the deepest winter 
If you were to ask any red-blooded American kid what they’d think of the most special day of 
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the year being permanently postponed, I think you’d get mostly a blank stare and maybe then 
an expression that says, ‘What? Are you crazy?’ 
I mean, to a kid the coming of winter is the sign that Christmas is near. It’s the whole point!  
 
For those of you who haven’t read the Chronicles of Narnia books or seen the movies, I’m 
going to ruin part of it for you by telling you that the book “The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe” is about four children who find their way into this fairy tale land and what happens 
to them there.  
The four children are named Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy. This may sound a little strange 
to those of us who haven’t experienced the story, but the children discover Narnia by walking 
through an old English wardrobe that is a kind of secret passageway into this alternative 
world. Lucy discovers Narnia first. The first creature Lucy meets in Narnia is a faun named 
Tumnus. While Lucy and Tumnus are huddled in his cave, Tumnus explains that the reason it’s 
so cold and dreary is because of the White Witch. 
In Narnia, the evil White Witch had made it always winter but never Christmas. 
By this imagery, C.S. Lewis very successfully conjures up a sense of despondency and futility. 
Of suffering without hope of relief. Of gloom and cold with no future warmth of Spring to look 
forward to. 
 
Friends, that is the plight of every man, woman and child of Adam’s race apart from Christ. In 
his letter to the Ephesians the Apostle Paul tells his readers that before they believed in Jesus 
they were “without hope and without God in the world”.  
In I Thessalonians 4 he uses the same terminology to describe those outside of Christ, who 
have no hope for a resurrection. (I Thessalonians 4:13-18) 
 
But Everyone can have hope, by Looking for the Christ of Christmas 
Sin is not the things you do. Sin is an entity. It drives you to do the things that you do. It is like 
the White Witch’s Turkish Delight which she gave to Edmund. The more he ate the more he 
wanted…needed…but it never satisfied. Instead it bound him to her will until finally he 
betrayed his loved ones to her. 
 
Another form of imagery employed by Lewis is that of statues. Those under the Witch’s spell 
were turned into statues and they adorned her courtyards.  
You don’t feel sinful. You don’t have a sense of being cold and dead. Maybe there are times, 
your soberest moments, when you get just a glimpse. You feel empty, as though everything in 
your life is ultimately useless. Then you occupy your thoughts with something else or just 
shake it off and go on, chalking it up to a bad mood.  
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But those are the most real times of our lives; fleeting as they are. Those are the moments 
that, just for a moment, just for a little while, we recognize our true condition.  
I have to tell you today that it is our eternal condition. Always winter, no Christmas, until we 
come to believe in the Christ of Christmas and let Him bring us to life. 
 
Everyone can have hope, by Looking to the babe who will be king 
 About half way through the book L.W.&W. a familiar face to all, even those not steeped in the 
Tales of Narnia, shows up and proclaims. 
“I’ve come at last,” said he. “She has kept me out for a long time, but I have got in at last. 
Aslan is on the move. The Witch’s magic is weakening.”-St. Nick 
This proclamation reminds us of one from the Book of John; 
“I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”- Jesus Christ 
(John 10:6-10)  
 
Christmas really did finally come to this world. It was the day that was promised long ago and 
spoken of more clearly as time went by until finally through the prophet Micah, God 
announced: “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, From 
the days of eternity.” (Micah 5:2) 
 
God entered into the world in the form of a baby. The Word made flesh. From that moment 
signs of Spring began to show here and there. The ice was melting in patches. The rivers were 
starting to flow again. Colorful flowers were beginning to bloom in the hearts of people who 
witnessed. 
Some shepherds. Some traveling wisemen. An old man and a faithful old woman hanging out 
in the Temple. 
Everywhere Jesus went, He gave hope and a vision of a Kingdom which had come in part and 
to which all who believe in Him would belong as citizens forever. 
Death could not exist in His presence. Everywhere He went cold statues were coming to life. 
 
If you read “The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe” you will see that although Aslan was in 
the land and was appearing here and there and giving help as needed, folks didn’t understand 
him. He was a mystery to them; especially to the sons of Adam and daughters of Eve. 
 
Everyone can have hope, by Looking to the One who willingly laid His life down 
“Have you forgotten the Deep Magic?” asked the Witch. 
“Let us say I have forgotten it”, answered Aslan gravely. “Tell us of this Deep Magic”.  
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“Tell you?” said the Witch, her voice growing suddenly shriller. “Tell you what is written on 
that very Table of Stone which stands beside us? Tell you what is written in letters deep as a 
spear is long on the trunk of the World Ash Tree? Tell you what is engraved on the scepter of 
the Emperor-Beyond-the-Sea? You at least know the magic which the Emperor put into Narnia 
at the very beginning. You know that every traitor belongs to me as my lawful prey and that 
for every treachery I have a right to a kill.”  
 
Edmund, son of Adam, had betrayed his brother and sisters and therefore Aslan. The Witch 
was right. Because of a decree from the dawn of time she had rightful claim on any traitor. His 
blood was her property. 
Every son and daughter of Adam’s race born into this world belongs to Satan. We were sold 
out by our first father and because of the nature we inherited from him we are born traitors 
and rebels against God. 
There can be only one outcome. We all owe a death. 
“…without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” Says Hebrews 9:22, and the only One 
ever born onto this planet with the right to be exempt from that sentence of death, willingly 
laid His life down so that by the shedding of His own, sinless blood He might pay the debt in 
full for all of us. All of us! 
You see, the Witch knew of the Deep Magic from the Dawn of Time. But she was not aware of 
the Deeper Magic from Before the Dawn of Time, as Aslan explained it to Susan and Lucy. 
He said that according to a decree from before the Witch’s time, “when a willing victim who 
had committed no treachery was killed in a traitor’s stead, the Table would crack and Death 
itself would start working backwards.” 
 
Paul exhorts us in Romans 3:23-26 
And “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” says verse 23, but verse 24 goes on to 
say that we are made right with God “...as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is 
in Christ Jesus...” 
He follows up later in 1st Peter: And remember that the heavenly Father to whom you pray has 
no favorites. He will judge or reward you according to what you do. So you must live in 
reverent fear of him during your time here as “temporary residents.” For you know that God 
paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from your ancestors. And it was 
not paid with mere gold or silver, which lose their value. It was the precious blood of Christ, 
the sinless, spotless Lamb of God. God chose him as your ransom long before the world began, 
but now in these last days he has been revealed for your sake. 
Through Christ you have come to trust in God. And you have placed your faith and hope in 
God because he raised Christ from the dead and gave him great glory. (I Pet 1:17-21) 



PASTOR DAVID STIER 
12/29/19 

“What If It Was Always Winter, But Never Christmas?” 

 

Sermon manuscript not edited for publishing. 

 
6 

 
That’s right. Jesus Christ came to us as a Lamb for sacrifice, and just when Satan thought he 
had won, when God seemed momentarily weak and the devil held all the cards, in that very 
moment God was working the Deeper Magic from Before the Dawn of Time, determined in 
the Divine Council of the Trinity before the foundation of the world.  
And when the first hammer struck the first spike to nail down the hands of the Savior, God was 
striking His blow against Satan and Sin and Death and the Grave and from that moment on 
Death has begun to work backward. 
 
Everyone can have hope, by Looking to the Lamb who is the Lion of Judah 
“Then with a roar that shook all Narnia from the Western lamppost to the shores of the 
Eastern sea, the great beast flung himself upon the White Witch. Lucy saw her face lifted 
towards him for one second with an expression of terror and amazement.”  
With one mighty leap the resurrected Aslan crushes the Witch.  
When the first Adam sinned, there in the Garden of Eden, God immediately promised the 
coming of One who would crush the serpent’s head.  
Genesis tells us that;  
Then the Lord God asked the woman, “What have you done?” 
“The serpent deceived me,” she replied. “That’s why I ate it.” 
 Then the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, you are cursed more 
than all animals, domestic and wild. 
You will crawl on your belly, groveling in the dust as long as you live. 
And I will cause hostility between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and her offspring. 
He will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” (Gen 3:14-15). 
 
On the cross, where the serpent was really only bruising the heel of Jesus, meaning that which 
he had instigated and thought he was in control of was only temporary, at that moment Jesus 
was completing the work that would smash the power of the devil forever. He was, in essence, 
crushing his head. A mortal wound. That doesn’t mean the devil died. It means his power over 
men had been taken away, because the only authority he had over them was the decree of 
death due to sin. 
 
Colossians 2:12-19, 
You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then 
God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins.  He canceled the record of the 
charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. In this way, he disarmed the 
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spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross.  
So don’t let anyone condemn you for what you eat or drink, or for not celebrating certain holy 
days or new moon ceremonies or Sabbaths.  For these rules are only shadows of the reality yet 
to come. Don’t let anyone condemn you by insisting on pious self-denial or the worship of 
angels... 
 
Having paid that penalty in full in His own body on the cross, Jesus forever removed that 
authority from the enemy. (Romans 8:1-4)  
He went down into death the Lamb, taking away the sin of the world. He rose-up bodily from 
the tomb, the Lion from the tribe of Judah, never to die again, offering eternal life to all who 
believe. 
 
Finally, everyone can have hope, by Looking forward; where cold statues come to life.  
Have you believed? Have you recognized that you are as Edmund was; in the rightful clutches 
of the enemy and helpless to act on your own behalf? 
There is one who worked the Deeper Magic and provided your release. The innocent victim 
who stood in your place. He broke the Table of Stone, crushed your captor’s power and now 
offers you life in His Celestial Kingdom. 
It is a life that begins, not when you pass out of this world, but the very moment you believe. 
 
 Paul tells us in Romans; “…you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. 
Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children. Now we call him, 
“Abba, Father.”” (Romans 8:15-17) 
In Revelation 5 When John stood with the angel looking on, although the angel said, “Behold 
the Lion…” John was seeing a Lamb which appeared to have been slain. And the angels all 
around were declaring the Lamb’s worthiness to open the seals of the last times based on the 
sacrifice of Himself and the blood He had shed.  
 
But the Lion speaks of Kingship and absolute authority. And, if you are not already, you can be 
spiritually born into the family of the Lion of Judah today if you’ll only believe and confess. 
Listen to what John witnessed near the end of his visions: 
Revelation 19:11-16  
 “Then I saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing there. 
 Its rider was named Faithful and True, for he judges fairly and wages a righteous war. His eyes 
were like flames of fire, and on his head were many crowns. A name was written on him that 
no one understood except himself. He wore a robe dipped in blood, and his title was the Word 
of God.  The armies of heaven, dressed in the finest of pure white linen, followed him on white 
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horses. From his mouth came a sharp sword to strike down the nations. He will rule them with 
an iron rod. He will release the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty, like juice flowing from a 
winepress. On his robe at his thigh was written this title: King of all kings and Lord of all 
lords.” 
 
He is the King coming to reign, who has purchased life for you. And you only need come into 
His presence to receive it.  
Because death cannot exist where Jesus is; and when He comes on the scene, cold statues 
come to life! 
Did you feel that you were the one I was talking to you earlier; who has never met Jesus; He is 
a mystery to you, too? Just as He was to the citizens of Galilee and Samaria and Judea during 
the days, He went about doing good and healing those who were oppressed of the devil, for 
God was with Him. (Acts 10:34-37) 
But though you don’t really understand, perhaps in your own heart there is some melting 
taking place. Maybe the words you’re hearing are beginning to flow and quench a thirst you 
never realized you had. Maybe there are the beginnings of a small bud or two, waiting to open 
and reveal the colors of a world you’re now standing just outside of, wondering what 
adventures await you beyond that lamppost up ahead. 
It's not up to you to will them into existence. You can’t fix what is broken or “clean yourself 
up” before coming to Jesus. Simply rest in Him and He will clean you up and bring a spring into 
your life you could have never imagined. If you dare to take this grand adventure, simply pray 
this prayer with me right now in the quietness of your heart. Jesus, I know you are truly God, 
the risen King, I know I don’t deserve your forgiveness for the wrong I have done, but I accept 
your free gift of grace and life. Be the Lord of my life now and forever AMEN. If you prayed 
that prayer now or any time in your life, know you are forgiven, and God has a plan for you 
now in this world and a place for you in the next. 


