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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
SEPTEMBER 5, 2021 

8:00 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

Youth Director: Brian Phipps 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

 
“I was glad when they said to me,  

‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’” (Psalm 122:1) 

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church  
8:00 am 

SEPTEMBER 5, 2021 
 

Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 
 

PRELUDE                                               Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OPENING HYMN    “I Love to Tell the Story” p. 297  v.1 & 3 The Hymnal  
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THE KYRIE 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen 
Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
  whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the  
  inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and                     

    worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All:  Amen 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
 
SILENCE FOR REFLECTION AND SELF-EXAMINATION 
 
 
Pastor: Most merciful God, 
All: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

Pastor:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen 
 
 



 5 

HYMN OF PRAISE       “This Is the Feast” 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                  
 
THE OFFERING                                                                       Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OUR RESPONSE                  “Let the Vineyards” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OUR FIRST OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Exodus 20:9-11 (NIV) 
Reader: Beth Hohisel 
 
“

9 
Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 

10
 but the seventh day is a 

Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, 
or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or 
the sojourner who is within your gates. 

11
 For in six days the Lord made heaven 

and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day. 
Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.”  

OUR SECOND OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Ecclesiastes 2:24 (NIV) 

24
 A person can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in 

their own toil. This too, I see, is from the hand of God  
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OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
Mark 6:30-32 (NIV) 
 
30 

The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. 
31 

Then, 
because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said 
to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.” 

32 
So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 

OUR EPISTLE LESSON 
Philippians 4:8-9 (NIV) 

 
 

 

 
8
 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 

pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think 
about such things. 

9
 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—

put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE          
                                                                                            
                                   “Blessings: God’s Command for Rest” 
                                                      By Lloyd Evans 
                                             (Copies of this sermon and  
                 others can be found in the narthex 
                                              and online at mlcjoliet.org)   
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WORSHIP SONG        “Do It Again”   
 
Walking around these walls, I thought by now they'd fall 
But You have never failed me yet 
Waiting for change to come, Knowing the battle's won 
For You have never failed me yet 
 
Your promise still stands, Great is Your faithfulness, faithfulness 
I'm still in Your hands, This is my confidence, You've never failed me yet 
 
I know the night won't last, Your word will come to pass 
My heart will sing Your praise again 
Jesus You're still enough, Keep me within Your love, oh 
My heart will sing Your praise again 
 
I've seen You move, You move the mountains 
And I believe I'll see You do it again 
You made a way, where there was no way 
And I believe I'll see You do it again 
 
WORDS OF FAITH                                                                     The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He ascended into 
Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  
  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
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Pastor:  It is indeed right and salutary...we praise Your name and join   
          their unending hymn: 
 

Pastor: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world 

you gave Your only Son, that all those who believe in Him should not 

perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you 

have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit 

into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as He 

comes to us in His holy supper. 

All: Amen. Come Lord Jesus 

 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN                     “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
p. 335 (2X), p. 202 v.1-2, 4, p.326  v.1-2, p.102 (2X)  
 
THE COMMUNION BLESSING & POST COMMUNION HYMN 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of  
  those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus    
          Christ our Lord. 
All:  Amen 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING HYMN              “Thine Is the Glory” p. 227   v.1 & 3 The Hymnal 

 

POSTLUDE                                                                      Rose Ann Sochan 
 

God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 
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MLC NEWS 

 
 

CONNECT WITH MESSIAH 
We have a new way that you can connect with us! You can use this 
QR code to let us know you’re new, tell us that you’re interested 
in next steps at MLC, submit prayer requests, fill out a connection 

card, and give online. Scan it now to connect with MLC. 
 
 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Go to this link: churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet. 
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Office hours are Monday-Friday, 9 am to 5 pm, and Saturday by appointment.  
 

YOUTH CHOIR 
Our Youth choir will begin this Fall on September 8th. Your child ages Kindergarten – 
8th grade can worship the Lord through song with their friends.  The Youth Choir will 

practice on Wednesday nights at 6:00 – 6:30 pm (right before AWANA and Head 2 
Heart). Our performances will usually happen once a month at the 9:30 and ll:00 Sun-
day services.  We would love to get our kids back singing.  Please email Sherri Unyi at 
unyi86@comcast.net to register your child.  Please let me know if you can’t make the 

practice times. We understand life can be busy, but we can make it work. 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS (5:30 pm) 
We will begin having Wednesday night meals at 5:30 pm starting September 22nd. 

Come join us for some great food and fellowship! 

 

GET INVOLVED 

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER VOLUNTEERS 

Volunteers are needed to serve dinner to at Daybreak Homeless Shelter in Joliet. The 
commitment is from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on the second Monday of each month. A 

team of Messiah members meets at the shelter to set up and serve dinner. Food do-
nation needs include canned fruit cocktail, juice, potato salad, buns, baked beans and 

cookies. Sign up in the narthex. 
 

COMMUNION SERVERS 
We are in need of communion servers for the 8 am service. Please contact Deb Dole 

at gregdeb0919@comcast.net if you are interested.  
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LIL LOVES 
Lil Loves Ministry is a ministry at Messiah whose aim it is to come alongside under-
served parents and babies in the Tri-county area. The store, located in the Gathering 
House, is available to attend on an appointment basis and there will also be distribu-
tion events. The next one is October 23 from 9:30 am to noon. Appointments can also 
be made at mlcjoliet.org/lil-loves-ministry. Lil Loves needs donations of diapers, for-
mula, wipes, and other baby and family items to build up stock in the store. If you'd 

like to donate, please place your items in the bin marked “Lil Loves & Micro Pantry” in 
the narthex.   

 
MICRO PANTRY 

Messiah has developed a micro-food pantry that is housed in the closet across from 
the church office. This ministry is 100% donation driven and maintained by the Evan-
gelism board. You can support this ministry through prayer, and through monetary or 

food donations. Contact the church office for more info. 
 

MESSIAH QUILTERS 
Quilt Sunday is September 19th!  We will be setting up our quilt display on Friday 

morning, September 17th at 9am and can use help to unbag the quilts and fold them 
for display in the Sanctuary.  We will also be setting up our Quilts for Sale Display and 
our demo table.  Any help will be appreciated.  Also, we are in need of large boxes for 

shipping the quilts.  You can bring them and place them in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Our next regular meeting will be on Tuesday, September 21st, from 9 am – 12pm.  We 
will be boxing up our quilts to ship to Lutheran World Relief.   We will also be working 
on quilts to possibly finish a few more to add to the boxes.  Our quilts are distributed 
around the world and provide warmth, comfort, shelter and hope to the poor affected 
by natural disasters or war.  Each one reflects God’s loving presence in a world filled 

with suffering.  Please join us if you can.  Contact Kathy Mueller at scpbklane@aol.com 
for more information. 

 
MEMORY BEARS 

The Memory Bears Life Group meets together once a month to make teddy bears out 
of clothing from people who have passed away to comfort the grieving.  We also 
make and sell bears once a year to raise money for supplies and children’s chari-
ties.  With the lost time with Covid and orders having not slowed down, we really 

could use your help.  We meet the Fourth Tuesday of each month from 9:00 am to 
Noon. Joining a Life Group like this is a great way to meet new people and help with 

an important mission. Contact Cindi Souza at 815 931-8478 for more information. 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
It is time to start thinking about gathering items for your shoeboxes. There will be a 

lot of items on sale right now, so take advantage of them. Just think of how happy the 
children will be when they open up your shoeboxes. A big thank you from your Stew-

ardship team.  
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MLC MESSIAH KIDS 

 
MESSIAH KIDS REMIND GROUP 

Parents of Sunday School aged children (Kindergarten through sixth grade), you can 
join the Messiah Kids Remind group by texting the code mlcmk to 81010.  

 
MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY 11 AM 

Messiah Kids continues during the 11:00am service! 
Here’s how it works: you will check in for the service like you do for Sunday School at 
the computer in the narthex. Then just before the sermon the kids will be dismissed 

and can leave to be with their friends. They will meet leaders in the narthex and head 
to the FLC for games. It’s for all kids grades K-5

th
..  

 
MESSIAH KIDS SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Messiah Kids Sunday school begins September 12 at 9:30 am. You can still register for 
it online at mlcjoliet.org.  

 
AWANA (Starting September 15) 

For Prek-6th grade! Come register on Wednesday, Sept. 15 from 6:30 pm-8 pm at 
church! Don't miss out. Lets get back to the important things! 

 

MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
S.A.L.T. (Tuesdays at 6:30 pm) 

High school students, come out for a time of fellowship, fun and talking about God. 
 

HEAD2HEART (Wednesdays at 6:15 pm) 
Middle school students confirmation class. There is also a parents’ life group meeting 

during this time called “Tough Guys and Drama Queens” led by Tom Bond starting 
Sept. 22nd. 

 
HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Sunday school for high school students (9th-12th grade) meets every Sunday. We 
meet in the youth room in the Family Life Center. 

 
CAR WASH FUNDRAISER (Sunday, September 12) 

Come to church and get your car washed, all for a good cause. Donations are accept-
ed for the youth to wash your car. More info to come.  

 

EVENTS 

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the Fireside Room and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more 
information. 
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SUNDAY EVENING PRAYER SERVICE (Sundays at 4 pm) 
Let us enter into a new season of prayer. We pray for families to return to church 

whether they have been gone two years or ten. We pray for an end to the pandemic. 
We pray for God’s guidance as we resolve our civil lawsuit. Please join us in the sanc-

tuary for a fifteen minute time of prayer for our church and community.  
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Insight (the Adult 9:30a Sunday morning Life group) is on pause for today, but will be 

back next week.   
 

MOSAIC (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Mosaic is a “next level” Life Group ministry for 20-30 somethings AKA Mosaics or Mil-
lennials.  Mosaic focuses on a life of worship through; service, fellowship, prayer, and 
music, all the while discussing Biblical truths. To join this group, simply come to the 

study at the Mosaic room (the classroom off of the fellowship hall).  
 

CHOSEN LIFE GROUP BIBLE STUDY (Tuesdays at 6:30 pm) 
A new Bible Study is meeting at the Wegemer's house starting September 7th! What 
Does it actually mean to be chosen? Join this Life group to find out. Contact Pastor 

Dave at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org. 
 

TOUGH GUYS & DRAMA QUEENS PARENTS’ STUDY (Wednesdays at 6:30 pm) 
A parenting study led by Tom Bond. If you have teenagers or going to have them, this 
study is for you. Contact PD2 at Pastor.Stier@MLCJoliet.org if you want to be a part of 

this Life Group. This group runs from Sept.- Dec. 2021 
 

PIZZA WITH THE PASTORS (AND STAFF) (Sunday, September 12 at noon) 
If you’re new-ish to Messiah (or even if you’re not), we’ll be having a “get to know 
you” time with the pastors and staff for people who have questions about Messiah 

and what we’re all about. It happens right after the 11 am service and is free. If you’re 
interested in attending, contact the office at worship@mlcjoliet.org. 

 
OWLS (Tuesday, September 14 at noon) 

OWLS stands for Older, Wiser, Loving Seniors, and if you fit that description, consider 
yourself invited. We’ll have a meal and fellowship from noon to 1 pm (bring a dessert 
to share) and then we’ll have a concert with Rose Sochan in the sanctuary, where she’ll 

play popular classic hits and you’ll be able to request your favorite hymns. 
 

ROUTE 66 GOD LOVES YOU TOUR (Sunday, September 19th) 
Our evangelism team is excited to inform you that the Route 66 God Loves You tour is 

kicking off in Joliet this fall on September 19 at 4 pm. This free, one-night event in-
cludes live music and the perfect opportunity to invite your lost friends and family 

members to hear the Gospel. Email Mike Brown at evmlcjoliet@gmail.com for more 
info.  
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STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 63 
9:30 am: 57 
11:00 am: 87 

 
Online: 108 
MSM: 13 

Messiah Kids SS: 45 
Insight/Mosaic: 22 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

Genesis 26:22  
"...and of all that you give me, I will give you a tenth."    

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Altar flowers are purchased today in honor Shirley Oder’s birthday. If you would 

like to purchase altar flowers, please call the church office or sign up in the church 
narthex.  

 
 
 

2021 BUDGET 

 
Yearly Operating Budget: $673,238 
Average Need Each Week: $12,946 

Received last week: $10,371 
Received year-to-date: $359,249 
Needed year-to-date: $453,140 

 
 
 

 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (September 5) 
MLC Family Camping 

8:00 Worship 
9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
4 pm Prayer Group 

MONDAY (September 6) 
9 am CCHC Homeschool 
TUESDAY (September 7) 

6:30 pm S.A.L.T. 
6:30 pm Chosen Life Group 

WEDNESDAY (September 8) 
9 am Classical Conversations Homeschool 

6:15 pm Head2Heart 
THURSDAY (September 9) 

10 am Prayer Group 
11:30 am Staff Meeting 

FRIDAY (September 10) 
6 pm Worship Team Rehearsal 
SATURDAY (September 11) 

N/A 
NEXT SUNDAY (September 12) 

8:00 Worship 
9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 Insight Life Group 
9:30 Mosaic Life Group 

9:30 Sunday School 
9:30 am HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
11 am Messiah Kids 
4 pm Prayer Group 


