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 FROM PASTOR HOOVER 
 

Sabbatical Rest 

 

I want to thank the congregation for investing in their pastors by providing sabbatical 

rest.  It is hard to believe, but I started serving here at Messiah in 2009.  This Spring and 

summer I will be on my second sabbatical leave from April 19th-July 4th.  I will be back in 

the office July 7th.   

 

When I started at Messiah, Myka was in preschool and Eli had just started to walk. Myka 

is now wrapping up her freshman year at Plainfield Central High school and Eli is 

competing on the Plainfield Tornadoes 12u travel baseball team.  What a fun summer 

we have in store. Aside from investing more time into my spouse and children, I will be 

taking time away from the day-to-day ministry of Messiah Lutheran church in order to 

study some deeper themes of the Pharisee tradition and the connection between 

investing and stewardship.    

 

I believe the way Jesus interacted with the Pharisees has a lot to say to us about our 

current culture struggles.  The Pharisees were experts in living according to their cultural 

system but had lost sight of the bigger picture, the very Spirit of God who did not require 

their ability to get life right.  The ultimate issue is how the church invites people to 

depend on God rather than their own system of beliefs.  The moment we are able to 

acknowledge that we have our own systems of belief is when we can let go of them to 

trust in God’s ongoing story.  

 

I am also really excited to investigate the idea of how the church can speak to people 

through online videos and dialogues, otherwise known as a Vlog or podcasts.  I plan to 

develop a short series of videos that will work just as well as a podcast.  The goal will be 

to talk about stewardship among the already popular theme of investing.  It may not be a 

GameStop revolution or be as popular as Tesla but I do hope to put a toe into that pool 

for the sake of the church.   

 

Bottom line, I invite you to pray for my Sabbatical leave.  I will return in time for a full 

month of preparation for one of the most important Rally Days of our lives, perhaps the 

most crucial since we moved to this corner of Houbolt and Jefferson 40 years ago.   Pray 

for a revival in our community as more and more people see the need for genuine 

experiences of God and human connection that can only happen when we experience 

life together.  

 

Pr. Kurt Hoover    
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 FROM PASTOR STIER 

 

God Is Eternal 

 

Read: Psalm 90 

 

“Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the 

world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.” 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has reminded us all of the precarious nature of human 

existence. We discovered how quickly everything can change in our daily lives. We 

realized how vulnerable we are, even in good health, to physical ailments. And we were 

sadly reminded of human mortality and the fragile nature of our God given freedoms. 

 

Psalm 90 considers similar ideas. The writer lamented the brevity of human life, and 

that, even if we live past 70 years, "even the best years are filled with pain and trouble; 

soon they disappear, and we fly away. But while we live and then return to dust, the 

Lord himself is “from everlasting to everlasting” He existed before the earth, the 

mountains, or anything else that exists. Indeed, he was the one who created them! 

Time has no hold on him, as he exists outside of it. "For you, a thousand years are as a 

passing day, as brief as a few night hours." 

 

Our time on earth is brief, but we can still impact eternity when we focus on what is 

eternal. “Teach us to realize the brevity of life, so that we may grow in wisdom." For 

Christians there is more to life than just this world; there is an eternity in heaven to 

worship and serve the eternal God! That realization gives us the perspective we need 

to live daily for him. 

 

Yet, we have hope in this life as well as the next. While we need to have an eternal 

perspective on things, we should not be so heavenly focused that we are not earthly 

good. God has each of us here on mission: to bring Him glory and make His name 

famous! The Psalmist finishes with: “Satisfy us each morning with your unfailing love, 

so we may sing for joy to the end of our lives. Give us gladness in proportion to our 

former misery! Replace the evil years with good. Let us, your servants, see you work 

again; let our children see your glory. And may the Lord our God show us his approval 

and make our efforts successful. Yes, make our efforts successful!”  

 

Pastor Kurt’s messages the last two weeks before he went on sabbatical were about 

catching God’s vision for our church as it is to be. Not as it was or as we hope it can 

return to, but to seek out what God is doing here and now and how in this time He is 

preparing us for a great harvest.  
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 The next series we will be doing (Starting April 25th) is called Ordinary Life. We will be 

spending 10 or 11 weeks exploring how god uses us, the ordinary people of the world to 

do extraordinary things. The Bible is filled with ordinary people doing extraordinary 

things, but it wasn’t their power that made them great. It was their willingness to allow 

God’s power to flow through them and join Him in what He was doing. Seven of the 

weeks in our series I’ll be walking us through one entire book of the Bible, and I 

encourage you to bring your own Bibles each and every Sunday for this series so you 

can take notes and write in the margins as God inspires you though His Word. 

 

As you pray, daily ask God to help you focus on what is eternal while completing our 

mission here on this earth.  

 

PD2 

a.k.a. Pastor Dave Stier 
 

MLC NEWS 
 

MLC Publication Deadlines 

Please note that content for the weekly bulletin is due by noon each Wednesday & 

content for the monthly newsletter is due by the 22nd of each month. Thank you for 

your cooperation. 

 

May Worship 

For May, the 8 and 9:30 am services are available for streaming online on our Facebook 

and YouTube pages. There will also be overflow in the narthex if we surpass the 90 

person threshold.  For other gatherings, we will be following the state protocols and 

Messiah’s protocols. If you plan on attending worship times in person, reservations 

should be made for the service you would like to attend at mlcjoliet.org. If you’d like a 

standing reservation at one of the services, call the office or email Lloyd at 

worship@mlcjoliet.org and we will put you on the standing reservation list. Attendees 

should be socially distanced and are encouraged to wear a mask.  

 

Prayer Chain 

Messiah uses a prayer chain made up of people willing to pray for our members, 

community and nation in times of crisis. The prayers are confidential and as anonymous 

as much as possible. You can make a difference through the gift of your prayers. 

Contact Cindi Souza at regency118@comcast.net or Pastor Dave at 

pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org to become a partner. 
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 Offering 

We will have an offering time during the service, but you can give any time during the 

week using one of the following ways: 

 1) Go to this link: bit.ly/MLCGiving 

 2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and follow the            

instructions given.  

 3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 4)  Mail your check to the church at: 40 Houbolt Rd, Joliet, IL 60431 

 If you need assistance with any of these, please email  

 worship@mlcjoliet.org or call the church office at 815-741-4488. 

 

GET INVOLVED 

Daybreak Shelter 

Because of Covid-19, Daybreak Shelter is now collecting and delivering items instead of 

packaging them. We are still accepting donations of these items during normal office 

hours M-F (9-5pm). We need donations of individually wrapped snacks, instant oatmeal, 

hot chocolate packets, small cereal boxes, and fruit. Please contact Karen Rebeuhr at 

ckdesignkaren@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Lil Loves Ministry 

Lil Loves Ministry is a new ministry at Messiah, and its aim is to come alongside 

underserved parents and babies in the Tri-county area. The store, located in the 

Gathering House, will be available to attend on an appointment basis and there will also 

be distribution events. Lil Loves needs your donations of diapers, formula, wipes, and 

other baby and family items to build up stock in the store. If you'd like to donate, please 

place your items in the Pack 'n' Play in the narthex.   

 

Altar Guild 

Is your heart calling you to become more involved at Messiah, but daily time constraints 

make it difficult? Join the setup team known as the Altar Guild. It is an opportunity and a 

privilege to prepare the worship space for the gathering of God’s family in worship. And, 

with enough volunteers you'd only be asked to serve  8-12 weeks out of the year. The 

First Team: sets up Communion for the Sunday 8:00 a.m. service (can be done Saturday 

before noon) and resets for the 9:30 a.m. service. Second Team: resets after the 9:30 

a.m. service for the 11:00 a.m. service and cleans up after the service. Individuals, 

couples, and families are invited to join this ministry. Please contact Nan Dusak 

at nldusak@comcast.net or 630.890.9958 for more information or to sign up. 
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 Messiah Quilters 

The Messiah Quilters are having an EXTRA QUILT DAY on May 4th  from 9 am to 12 pm.  

We are attempting to get caught up from all the months we missed during Covid.  We 

have BINS and BINS of quilts ready to be tied.  And if you are not able to be with us in 

person, we do have many, many quilt tops that need to be sewn together which is 

something you can do at home. 

 

And don’t forget our regular quilting day, May 18th  from 9 am to 12 pm.  We still will be 

working with masks, two people to a table and social distancing. Our church family has 

truly blessed us with donations of fabric and sheets that allow us to create our quilts so 

they can be distributed around the world as part of Lutheran World Relief.  Thank you 

all. 

 
MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Messiah Kids Outdoor Games Event (Sunday, May 23 from 12:30-2:30) 

Come on out for this celebration of summer on the last day of Sunday school. There will 

be all kinds of fun games to play and great fellowship, too. For all Sunday school age 

children 

 

Children’s Sunday School (Sundays at 9:30 am in the FLC) 

If you’re in kindergarten through sixth grade, join this group for Sunday school in the 

Family Life Center. Social distancing and other safety protocols will be followed.  

 

 
MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 

Middle and High School Sunday School (Sundays at 9:30 am upstairs) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students (7th-

12th grade) every Sunday. We’ll meet upstairs in the Awana area. 

 

Ignite (Wednesdays at 6:00 pm) 

Ignite starts back up on May 5th. Middle and High school students, don’t miss out on 

this time of hanging out, worship and learning about the Bible in fun and exciting ways.  

 

Hamburgerseria Fundraiser (all day on May 24th)  

Do you like great burgers? If you get food from Hamburgerseria on May 24 and tell them 

that you are there for the Messiah Lutheran Church fundraiser then they will give us 

15% of whatever you spend You don’t need anything to show them. Just tell them you 

are their for the Messiah Fundraiser. This Fundraiser is to help students go to Bible 

Camp or M-fuge. 
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Sky Zone (May 26 from 6 to 8 pm) 

Hey 7th-12th grade! Join us for a great night of trampoline action at Sky Zone. The cost 

is $33 which goes towards food and two hours of jumping. Contact Brian at 

brian@mlcjoliet.org if you plan on going. 

 

Summer Camping Trips (June 22-25 & July 27-30) 

Both trips are for students 7th-12th grade. We are going to Chain O Lakes campground. 

Contact Brian if you are interested: Brian@mlcjoliet.org 

 

M-fuge Mission Trip (July 10th-17th)  

We will be taking a trip to Tennessee to do M-Fuge which stands for Mission Fuge. M-

fuge is a ministry that takes student ministries from all over the country and brings 

them to one area. During this week (July 10-17) students will be put in ministry 

situations that can range from yard work, day care, teaching, recreation, building, etc. 

in the local community. The goal of this is to open students’ eyes to the need that they 

have in their hometown. This is accompanied with awesome worship nights where the 

students have a big group worship along with church group time, and small group time. 

This is for students going into 9th grade in August 2021 through 12th graders. Talk to 

Brian about signing up for this ministry opportunity.  

 

Center Lake Bible Camp (August 8th-13th) 

Hey students (and parents): We’re headed back to CLBC! This week of camp is for 

students going into 5th-9th grade. Parents can sign the students up themselves at 

centerlake.org and get a discount by using the code CHURCH. You can get more details 

by emailing Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org or by watching the video at bit.ly/

MLCCenterLake. 

 
MLC EVENTS 

 

Walking in Faith (Wednesdays at 11:00 am) 

This group walks at Inwood Park every Wednesday at 9:30 am and they’d love to have 

you join them. Email Sherri at bookkeeper@mlcjoliet.org for more info. 

 

Prayer Group (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more 

information. 

 

Mosaic (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Mosaic is a “next level” Life Group ministry for 18-20 somethings AKA Mosaics or 

Millennials.  Mosaic focuses on a life of worship through; service, fellowship, prayer, 
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and music, all the while discussing Biblical truths. To join this group, simply come to the 

study at the Mosaic room (the classroom off of the fellowship hall).  

 

 

 

Insight Adult Bible Study (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We are ready to start up our Insight Sunday school again and we couldn’t be more 

excited. We will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall. Today, Laurel Ling examines Fearless 

Conversations. 

 

Family Camping Trip 

We’re headed camping to Mendota Hills Campground for two dates: May 14-16 

& Sept. 3-6. See Dave Stier (pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org) for details. Approximate cost is 

RV's $40-50/night, tents $35-45/night (May be less if we have a lot of people). 

 

Co-Ed Adult Volleyball (Thursdays at 7 pm) 

Come on out for some great fellowship and friendly competition. Everyone is invited to 

play some volleyball in the FLC. We’ll be playing with people from Crossroads Christian 

Church as well.  

 

Couples Retreat (June 11-13) 

MLC will be holding a couples’ retreat for married couples from day one of marriage to 

sixty years and beyond. MLC membership is not required. MLC membership is not 

required. The cost for is $255/ couple. For this event we are limited to 11 couples/22 

people. It includes two night's stay, 3 meals and 3 worship and marriage sessions. 

Provide your own transportation or carpool with another couple. Check-in 6-10pm 

Friday, Check-out 1p Sunday (EDT) There will have options to purchase "addons" when 

you register. Optional activities includes games, paintball, rock climbing wall, horseback 

riding and more. Contact Pastor Stier for more information at pastor.stier@mlcjojliet.org. 

 

NAMI 

NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) has started meeting at Messiah on the first 

and third Mondays of each month. NAMI provides support groups both for those 

struggling with mental illness and their families. If you are interested in attending this 

group, please call 815-409-7919 or email info@namiwillgrundy.org.  

 

Living Alternatives Pregnancy Center 

We are partnering with Living Alternatives Pregnancy Center in Joliet to help the 

community meet basic baby needs. Help us reach our goal of $1000. The center helps 

with counseling, medical and baby items, and classes for new mothers. Go to 

www.fundeasy.com/m/5098266/ to help the Pregnancy center in Joliet. 
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FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT 

 
From President Beth Hohisel 

 

Ah spring… birds singing, warm sun, longer days, flowers, and snow.  Wait a 

minute?!?  Snow?  Yes, living in this area, we know that spring comes with a wide 

range of weather.  As I think about the “giant” situation we are facing here at 

Messiah, I realize my thoughts and emotions have had a wide range as well – 

shock, fear, anger, anxiousness.  But just like the promise of summer to come, I’m 

keeping my eyes on the Lord for strength, guidance, and protection of our church.  

 

God knows the ministry of our church and the new paths we are developing.  He 

knows how poised we are to reach out and make a difference in our community.  So 

like the joy of summer to come, my prayer is that we keep our eyes on the Lord.  He 

knows the plan.  It’s His blueprint.  So let’s be trusting, faithful, and hopeful in what 

He is doing through this situation.  Let’s remember the family, our brothers and 

sisters in Christ, also going through a difficult situation and lift them up in prayer for 

the trial and days ahead.   

 

Here are a few updates on the case.  We have confirmed that there are four million 

documents (not pages) that pertain to this case.  To put this in perspective, that’s 

like 800 boxes of copier paper.  The sheer number of documents involved 

reinforces the decision we made towards trying to settle.  We started that process 

by making an initial settlement offer, but it was rejected.  The Receiver has since 

suggested using a magistrate judge to attempt to reach settlement more quickly, 

saving legal fees for both parties.  We have agreed to this course of action and are 

now awaiting the schedule.   

 

Psalm 126:3 reminds us “The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled 

with joy.”  Let’s keep are eyes on the Lord, be filled with joy, and join in the work He 

is doing through Messiah Lutheran Church. 

 

Beth Hohisel  
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Counters   Readers 8 AM 

Date Name   Name Date 

5/2/21 Stan Buhr, Joy McClintock   Beth Hohisel 5/2/21 

5/9/21 Cindy Moauro, Judy Fowler   Bev Korby 5/9/21 

5/16/21 Dana Stier, Gerry Hauge  Ron Sarver 5/16/21 

5/23/21 Brian Wielbik,Dan Stukel  Marsha Smith 5/23/21 

5/30/21 Gayle Arko, Wayne Lauffer S Deb Dole 5/30/21 

Ushers 8 AM  E Readers 9:30 AM 

5/2/21 Jerry Buchenau, Dan Stukel R Sherri Unyi 5/2/21 

5/9/21 Mike Joho, Don Cyborski V Marcy Vickers 5/9/21 

5/16/21 Wayne Lauffer, Bob Miller I Jeff Holmes 5/16/21 

5/23/21 Dave Peterson, Craig Stone N Jane Costello 5/23/21 

5/30/21 Ruth Ann Ungeran, OPEN G Lynda Mahalik 5/30/21 

Ushers 9:30 AM   Readers 11 AM 

5/2/21 Lou Mahalik, Bill Unyi  Suzy Prybell 5/2/21 

5/9/21 Jeff Holmes, OPEN  Donna Stier 5/16/21 

5/16/21 Roger Gordon, OPEN  Greeters 8 AM 

5/23/21 Aimee Gipes, Stephanie Gregoles  NEED HELP 5/2/21 

5/30/21 Darryl & Cindi Souza A NEED HELP 5/9/21 

Ushers 11 AM T NEED HELP 5/16/21 

5/2/21 Gary Phillips, Harold Stier   NEED HELP 5/23/21 

5/9/21 OPEN, OPEN  NEED HELP 5/30/21 

5/16/21 Tammie Terry, Nathan Puckett                        Greeters 9:30 AM  

5/23/21 Mike Scarelli, Darryl Hoelscher  NEED HELP 5/2/21 

5/30/21 OPEN, OPEN M NEED HELP 5/9/21 

Communion Assistants 8 AM E NEED HELP 5/16/21 

5/2/21 N/A S NEED HELP 5/23/21 

5/9/21 N/A S NEED HELP 5/30/21 

5/16/21 N/A I  Greeters 11 AM 

5/23/21 N/A A NEED HELP 5/2/21 

5/30/21 N/A H NEED HELP 5/9/21 

Communion Assistants 9:30 AM  NEED HELP 5/16/21 

2/7/21 N/A  NEED HELP 5/23/21 

2/21/21 N/A  NEED HELP 5/30/21 

Communion Assistants 11 AM  
Would you like to help serve?  

Call the Church Office at 815-741-4488 or   
Email office.Manager@mlcjoliet.org! 

2/7/21 N/A  

2/21/21 N/A  
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May 1 

Maizy Vainowski 

Lauralee Williams 

May 2 

Megan Knudsen 

Anne Ogle 

May 3 

Talia Gregoles 

Terry McClintock 

Cliff & Deborah Cobden 

May 5 

Jane Costello 

Evelyn Hester 

May 6 

Bejamin Uthe 

Ron Dodd 

Dean Cariveau 

Kayla Anderson 

Cindi Souza 

May 7 

Mica Freeman 

Madeline Belsha 

Stan Buhr 

May 8 

Alex Pribnow 

Kathy Hanouw 

May 9 

Sandra Anderson 

John Dunbar 

Steve & Cindy McPhail 

May 10  

Marlene Petersen 

Britt Enix 

Jim Holgren 

May 11 

Caleb Valkovich 

Diane Anderson 

May 12  

Christine Murray 

Debra Waller 

Bill Wilkinson 

Mikael Vallarta 

Brian & Lynda Wielbik 

May 13 

Millie Graham 

May 14 

 Alyssa Enix 

May 15 

Daniel Bajt 

Kevin Snider 

Dave & Jennifer Crago 

Bill & Sherri Unyi 

Randy & Barb Lollar 

May 16  

Ava Liberty 

Leonard Hohisel 

May 17  

Paul Thomason 

Madison Collins 

Mike & sandy Strom 

May 18  

Diane Hedden  

Doug & Beth Hohisel 

May 19 

Ian Freeman 

Barb Lollar 

May 20  

Doug Hohisel 

Ken Courtright 

David Vallarta 

Kirk Brandmire 

Ken Schroth 

Gavin Hester 

Mike & Kate Joho 

May 21 

Alison Capps 

Gloria Austin 

April Sleyko 

May 22 

Stefanie Alexander 

John Wiley 

May 23 

Matt Hallberg 

Mason Luebbing 

Randy & Laurel Ling 

May 24 

Chase Gregoles 

May 25  

Joshua Johnke 

Jackson Ogle 

May 27 

Cynthia Nevsimal 

Mary Etta Buhr 

John & Dusti Magemeneas 

May 28  

Jennifer Crago 

Rylee Binkley 

Tom & Lynn Bond 

May 29  

Frances Brandolino 

Pam Heinzel 

May 30  

Rosetta Ford 

Shelley Manning 

Richard Binkley 

May 31 

Betty Hines 

MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
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ADDRESS 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 
815-741-4488 
Fax: 815-741-4501 
Email: info@mlcjoliet.org 
Website: www.mlcjoliet.org 

SERMON SERIES BEGINS APRIL 25 


