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Readings: Exodus 3: 1-10,  
Moses and the Burning Bush 
3 One day Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian. He led 
the flock far into the wilderness and came to Sinai, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the middle of a bush. Moses stared in 
amazement. Though the bush was engulfed in flames, it didn’t burn up. 3 “This is amazing,” 
Moses said to himself. “Why isn’t that bush burning up? I must go see it.” 
4 When the Lord saw Moses coming to take a closer look, God called to him from the middle 
of the bush, “Moses! Moses!” “Here I am!” Moses replied. 
5 “Do not come any closer,” the Lord warned. “Take off your sandals, for you are standing on 
holy ground. 6 I am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.” When Moses heard this, he covered his face because he was afraid to look at 
God. 
7 Then the Lord told him, “I have certainly seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. I have 
heard their cries of distress because of their harsh slave drivers. Yes, I am aware of their 
suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and lead 
them out of Egypt into their own fertile and spacious land. It is a land flowing with milk and 
honey—the land where the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites 
now live. 9 Look! The cry of the people of Israel has reached me, and I have seen how harshly 
the Egyptians abuse them. 10 Now go, for I am sending you to Pharaoh. You must lead my 
people Israel out of Egypt.” 
 
Hebrews 11: 24-29 
It was by faith that Moses, when he grew up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter. 25 He chose to share the oppression of God’s people instead of enjoying the fleeting 
pleasures of sin. 26 He thought it was better to suffer for the sake of Christ than to own the 
treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to his great reward. 27 It was by faith that Moses 
left the land of Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger. He kept right on going because he kept his 
eyes on the one who is invisible. 28 It was by faith that Moses commanded the people of Israel 
to keep the Passover and to sprinkle blood on the doorposts so that the angel of death would 
not kill their firstborn sons. 
29 It was by faith that the people of Israel went right through the Red Sea as though they were 
on dry ground. But when the Egyptians tried to follow, they were all drowned. 
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In his Book Experiencing God, Henry Blackaby tells this story: 
 
 In 1986, when the World’s Fair was coming to Vancouver, our association of churches 
was convinced God wanted us to try to reach the 22 million people that would come to the 
fair. We had about two thousand members in our churches in the greater Vancouver area. 
How in the world could two thousand people make a great impact on such a mass of tourists 
from all over the world? Both youth and adults had some exciting ideas. 
 
 Two years before the fair we began to set our plans in motion. At that time, the total 
income for our whole association was $9 thousand. The following year our income was about 
$16 thousand. For the year of the World’s Fair we took a great leap of faith and set a budget 
for $202 thousand. We had commitments that would probably provide 35 percent of that 
budget. Sixty-five percent of the budget was dependent on prayer. 
 
 Can you operate a budget on prayer? Yes. But when you do that, you are attempting 
something only God can do. What do most of us do? We set the practical budget, which is the 
total of what we can do. Then we set a hope or faith budget. The budget we generally trust 
and use, however, is the one we can reach by ourselves. We do not really trust God to do 
anything. 
 
 As an association of churches, we decided that God had definitely led us to the work 
that would cost $202 thousand. That became our operating budget. All of our people began 
praying for God to provide and to guide us in doing everything we believed He wanted us to do 
during the World’s Fair. 
 
 At the end of the year, I asked our treasurer how much money we had received. From 
Canada, the United States, and other parts of the world we had received $264 thousand. But 
the people did more than give money. They came from all over the world to assist us. During 
the course of the fair, we became a catalyst to see almost 20 thousand people come to know 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. God had truly moved – far beyond anyone’s expectations! 
 
 We cannot explain what happened at the World’s Fair except in terms of God’s 
intervention. Only God could have accomplished those results. And how did God do it? He did 
it with believers of all ages who had determined to be servants, who were moldable, flexible, 
and available for the Master’s use. 
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We here at MLC have our own story of how God allowed us to join him in doing “the 
impossible.” Maybe you have heard the experts said we would never raise $1M, shoot they 
thought $750,000 was a stretch. But God used each of us in different ways and at different 
times and He raised over $2M and we never needed to borrow a dime from the bank to build 
that beautiful new addition to our south. If you were at the celebration dinner you heard me 
asking “what’s next?” Well, it’s a new year so again I’m asking, “What’s Next!?” I feel so often 
we are looking for God to come and bless what we want to do. At times we may even say that 
we don’t know if God is working in our lives or in our communities our state or even our 
country. Today is the first Sunday in 2020 and we are starting a series called Joining Jesus. 
Over the next 8 weeks we’ll be looking at how God was active in the Bible and how we can 
spot what he is doing around us today! 
God is always at work around us and He is calling us to join Him in His work. My prayer is to 
give you five answers from the Bible to the questions; where is God and what is He doing.  
In Exodus Chapter 3 God tells Moses “I have seen the oppression of my people in Egypt I have 
heard their cries of distress because of their slave drivers. Yes I am aware of their suffering. 
So I have come down to rescue them and lead them out of Egypt.” Now can you just imagine 
Moses standing there saying, “You are right. Come on down! Pharaoh is a bad man, come on 
down! Things are a mess come on down!” Then God finishes all this by saying “Now go for I 
am sending you to Pharaoh!” “Wait a minute you said you were coming down.” Moses 
quickly protests; I can’t do that; Who am I to go to Pharaoh? Who am I to lead your people? 
God answers, “Don’t worry. I’ll go with you.” “Well you said you were coming down and 
that’s not happening.” And Moses continues to protest coming up with the very same excuses 
that we do all the time; I don’t know what to do, I don’t think they will believe me. So, God 
gives Moses signs and miracles to convince the people…or is it to convince Moses? 
 
Video clip Snake stick Ken Davis “Whimpey Prophet” 

 
I know some of you would have been freaked out by that whole snake thing. But if God did 
that with some of our teens, I could see them playing with that stick ½ the day and having a bit 
of an ADD moment, forgetting completely what God was telling them to do… ok, maybe that 
would be me and just not the teens.  
So even after all that with the snake stick, to top it all off, Moses says; “I don’t know what to 
say!”  We never do that do we? Yep, we make the same lame excuses with God that Moses 
did. But God is still willing to use each and every one of us! The late E.V. Hill once gave a 
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message on this very passage of scripture titled “You are God’s answer.” You and I, we get to 
be God’s answer to the prayers of His people. How great a privilege is that? How much we 
miss out on if we don’t say yes to joining him in His work. Key word: it’s HIS WORK not our 
work. We just get to tag along. It’s kinda like when your kids are little and you have to fix the 
plumbing or do some yard work.  
Yes, you could do it better and faster if you did it alone. But there is so much joy in doing it 
with your kids. Aren’t we His kids?? 
 
God had a purpose that he was working out in Moses’ world. Even though he was in exile in 
the desert, he was right on God’s schedule. Right in the fullness of His timing and in the 
fullness of His will. Like Moses, we may not understand how or what God is doing. We just 
need to trust Him and if you’re taking notes, here is the first answer: 
1st Answer: God is always at work around us. Or maybe you should write down me, so you 
remember that God wants to use you not just everyone else. 
 
If you read the entire Exodus account you can see that there are several accounts of how God 
invited Moses and others to talk with Him and be with Him. God established and maintained a 
continuing relationship with not just Moses, but with His people. When Moses was ready to 
step aside, Aaron stepped in and they didn’t miss a beat. They were called to conquer a land & 
a people; all God is calling us to do today is tell people good news. That relationship was and is 
based in love. Daily, God fulfilled His purposes through His friend Moses. The Bible tells us that 
God doesn’t change. So, from this we can be assured that  
God pursues a continuing love relationship with us that is real and personal. That’s answer 
number two. 
 
But once again, it’s not just about you or me. You see in Exodus, it was God’s purpose to 
deliver the children of Israel. Moses was the one through whom God wanted to accomplish 
that. So we see;  
The 3rd Answer: God invites us to become involved with Him in His work. 
 
(Amos 3: 7) the Sovereign Lord never does anything until he reveals his plans to his servants 
the Prophets. 
Whenever God gets ready to do something, He always reveals to a person, or His people, what 
He is going to do. God accomplishes his work through His people. This is the way God works 
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with us. The Bible is designed to help us understand the ways of God. Then, when God starts 
to act in your life, you will recognize that it is God. 
How does He do that? Well, Answer #4: God speaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, 
prayer, circumstances and the church. 
 
I know we would all like a burning bush sometimes. But at this time that’s not how God has 
chosen to communicate with us. Why? (PD2’s Story of the talking Dog) 
In Exodus 3:11, Moses questioned whether God could do the job through him. In the 
beginning of Chapter 4 Moses questions if the Israelites would believe God revealed Himself to 
Moses. And later in Chapter 4, Moses pleaded with the Lord, “O Lord, I’m not very good with 
words. I never have been, and I’m not now, even though you have spoken to me. I get 
tongue-tied, and my words get tangled.” Some scholars think Moses spoke with a stammer.  
In each case, Moses was really doubting God more than himself. He faced a crisis of belief. Is 
God really able to do what He says?  
5th and final answer: God’s invitation for us to work with Him leads to a crisis of belief that 
requires faith and action. 
 
Moses had to come to a place where he believed God could do everything He said. Then he 
had to move back to Egypt where he was wanted for murder! After making the changes to his 
life, he was finally in a position where he could obey God.  
Our response: At times we need to make major adjustments in our lives to join God in what 
He is doing. 
 
Moses must have felt humility and unworthiness to be used in such a big way. Every step of 
obedience brought Moses and the Israelites to a greater knowledge of God.  
The outcome: We will come to know God by experience as we obey Him and He 
accomplishes His work through us. 
 
(Acts 4: 13) The members of the council were amazed when they saw the boldness of Peter 
and John, for they could see that they were ordinary men with no special training in the 
Scriptures. They also recognized them as men who had been with Jesus. 
This verse gives me great hope. It reminds me how Luther referred to the people of the 
church. He called us a Priesthood of believers. So often we think or even say, “Well, let the 
pastors do that. They have the calling or the training.” Folks, we all have the calling. Don’t you 
know everyone that God has used, in all of history, was an ordinary person. Their relationship 
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with God and the activity of God is what made them extraordinary. Anyone who will take the 
time and commitment to enter into an intimate relationship with God can see God do 
extraordinary things through his or her life. 
 

Joining Jesus: The Journey Begins 

Outline 

 

I.  God is always at work around me. 

 A. Exodus 2: 23-25 

 

II. God pursues a continuing love relationship with me that is real and personal 

 A. Exodus 3: 8, 10 

 B. Exodus 33: 7 – 34: 10 

 

III. God invites me to become involved with Him and His work. 

 A. Exodus 24: 12, 15-16, 18 

 B. Amos 3: 7 

 

IV. God speaks by the Holy Spirit through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and the church to reveal 

Himself, His purposes, and His ways. 

 A. Exodus 3: 2-8 

 

V. God’s invitation for me to work with Him leads to a crisis of belief that requires faith and action. 

 A. Exodus 3: 11, 13 

 B. Exodus 4: 1, 10, 13 

 C. Exodus 14: 15-16, 21-22, 31 

 

Response: I may need to make major adjustments in my life to join God in what He is doing.  

 A. Hebrews 11: 24-29 

 

Outcome: I will come to know God by experience as I obey Him and He accomplishes His work through me. 

 A. Exodus 6: 1-8 

 
 
 

The 7 point out line adapted from  
Henry Blackaby’s “Experiencing God” 

LifeWay Press Nashville TN 1994 

 
 


