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On the Move! How to Teach and Talk about God 
(In my daily life like I would at church things) 

by Pastor Kurt Hoover  
     

A study of the early church in Acts.  (You can listen to the first 17 chapters of Acts in 

about an hour.)  Today we will study Paul’s speech in Acts 17 to the religious leaders of 

Rome and the invitation to the first disciples to let their lives be an extension of the 

church.  People who had not experienced Jesus firsthand came to trust in His presence 

because of a conversation with a neighbor or a relative in their daily life at the 

synagogue and in their homes.  God does not live in a church building.  The church 

resides where people’s lives are shared.   What would it look like for your home to be an 

extension of the Church?  
 

 

Adapted from Psalm 66:8-20 

Let everyone bless God and sing his praises;  

for he holds our lives in his hands,  

and he holds our feet to the path.  

10 You have purified us with fire, O Lord,  

like silver in a crucible.  

11 You captured us in your net  

and laid great burdens on our backs.  

We went through fire and flood.  

But in the end, you brought us into wealth and great 

abundance. 

13 Now I have come to your Temple  

with burnt offerings to pay my vows.  

14 For when I was in trouble,  

I promised you many offerings.  

16 Come and hear, all of you who reverence the Lord,  

and I will tell you what he did for me:  

17 For I cried to him for help  

with praises ready on my tongue.  

18 He would not have listened if I had not confessed my sins.  

19 But he listened! He heard my prayer! He paid attention! 

20 Blessed be God, who didn’t turn away when I was praying 

 and didn’t refuse me his kindness and love. 
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Acts 17:22-25, 32-34  22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the 
Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see that in every way you 
are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked carefully at 
your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: to 
an unknown god. So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—
and this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 
24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of 
heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human 
hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed 
anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and 
everything else.  
32 When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them 
sneered, but others said, “We want to hear you again on this 
subject.” 33 At that, Paul left the Council. 34 Some of the people 
became followers of Paul and believed. Among them was Dionysius, 
a member of the Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris, and a 
number of others. 
 
 
 

Matthew 4:18-25  18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of 
Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother 
Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were 
fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out 
to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed him. 
21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father 
Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22 and immediately 
they left the boat and their father and followed him. 
 
23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing 
every disease and sickness among the people. 24 News about him 
spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with 
various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-
possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed; and he healed 
them. 25 Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea 
and the region across the Jordan followed him. 
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The God who made the world and everything in it is the 
Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples 
built by human hands. -Acts 17:24 
 
The Romans had their pantheon of Gods and all the temples 

associated with them.  They also had shrines in the 

marketplace.  And one of those shrines was dedicated to 

covering their bases.   

 

They had the main Gods that come to mind when you think of 

Greek mythology but there were also hundreds of minor 

Gods…  every once in while a new thing would come along, or 

they would find a new star in the sky, and they would need a 

God for that.   This happened often enough that they had a 

shrine in the marketplace dedicated to the unknown Gods to 

make sure they were not offending any power that controls a 

part of daily life that they might have forgotten about.   

 

Because of his ministry and teaching in the marketplace Paul 

was invited to speak at the big public gathering of religious 

officials called the Aeropagus because they met on Mars Hill. 

Aeries Rock.   Paul was the father of the early church.  He 

helped groups of believers settle throughout the Mediterranean 

(Italy, Greece, Turkey).  He ended his ministry in Rome which 

became the center of the Christian world – A cultural 

movement that far surpassed the influence of the Roman 

Empire.     

 

Paul is invited to talk to the religious leaders and it is in this 

meeting that he tells this city - full of temples and gathering 

places, shrines and houses of God – that God does not live in 

temples built by human hands, nor does he need us to serve 

him… our prayers and tributes have no effect on him as if we 
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might be able to bribe God.  Rather it is the one God who 

created all things that still gives us our life and breath in this 

moment.  God does not need us, we need God.  We can’t 

manipulate or control God, He influences us.  

 

And the implication for this season in our world’s history – 

God does not live in church buildings where hundreds or even 

50 people gather to worship Him.  God is most alive where one 

or two are gathered in His name and it just might be true that 

He would rather be present in your backyard or driveway 

house church.   

 

God is excited when you come to His house but He is even 

more thrilled when you invite Him to be a part of what is going 

on in your house, in your life.   

 

Have you ever done that?  Have you thought about Jesus 

knocking on the door of your house and asking to be a part of 

your life?  Coming and going through the doors of your home 

among your family and friends serving the world and changing 

lives through your home… Have you ever thought of your life 

as an extension of the Church?  

 

 

Acts 17:24 - The God who made the world and 
everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does 
not live in temples built by human hands.  
 
We have not even begun to tap into the significance of this time 

and what God is doing.  The early church would gladly have 

stayed in Jerusalem and Galilee – the places most closely tied 

to Jesus ministry.  It was easy to hang out with others who had 

heard Jesus speak and who did not doubt your experience.  

But God used a time of persecution in the church.  A time 

when the people could not gather for fear of the Jews … to 
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force people to flee to other areas of the world and meet in 

smaller groups called house churches.  (Acts 5:42, Acts 8:1-8) 

 
 42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they 
never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is 

the Messiah.  - Acts 5:42 

 

God has once again forced us as comfortable Christians to stop 

thinking of His Kingdom as something we are a part of over 

there at that building on those 1 or 2 days a week.   

 

God’s Kingdom is and always has been most effective in the 

conversations that you have with family and friends in the 

backyard, around the kitchen table, across the fence out of the 

garage or in the driveway.   

 

 

Parent’s (Grandma and Grandpa) I want you to picture 

something…. in 3 weeks, the kids, the grandkids are going to 

realize that this is not going to be the same summer vacation.  

They already miss their friends and they don’t know how to 

express it.  This is going to be a diffident summer for them.  

 

Picture them doing VBS on your back porch with their 

neighborhood friends.  Maybe just one other family of close 

friends or cousins that you invite into the house because let’s 

be honest you have already expanded your quarantine family.  

Picture your kids watching the singing video and learning the 

songs, the Bible time, doing a craft and science experiment and 

then after an hour or two of VBS they get to play Bible with 

their friend in the back yard.    Not only is it something to fill 

their time for a week, but a rewarding connecting time with 

friends.   
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When I was a kids, we had neighbors who did this. I remember 

it always started with a penny carnival…  Then we would sing 

some VBS songs and they would invite us back again the next 

day for a snacks and bible time.   

 

Today is the last day to get a VBS bag for your kids and their 

neighborhood friends.  We want you to get extra bags so you 

can invite others to be a part of VBS.  Imagine the impact if 

half the kids that do VBS this summer have never done one 

before.  And the best part is they are free.  Someone with out 

knowing what opportunities we would have in this time 

donated all the funds we need to share VBS with 3 or 4 

neighborhood kids.  But, you need to register for those extra 

bags today.   

   

 

Can you picture your home, your backyard being an extension 

of the church?  I know this is challenging.  For some odd 

reason we think of what God does as only happening in that 

building over there.  We want to divide our faith life separate 

from our daily life.  Our culture has said keep that private, 

separate.  But that has never been the motto of the church.   

 

Paul did some of his most important ministry in marketplace 

or around a campfire. (Acts 16:11-15) When Jesus called the 

first disciples, he asked them to follow Him and if they did, he 

would send them out to be fishers of men.  (Matthew 4:19)  The 

early church met in their homes.  People who didn’t experience 

Jesus firsthand learned about it from seeing a difference in 

their neighbors and relatives.   

 

The church started and still resides where people’s lives are 

shared!  House to House.  
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People started to think about God in new ways because they 

were invited into a believer’s home.  People came to faith 

because of questions they asked at a dinner table or a 

conversation across the fence.  It was because of the way new 

Christians let their relationship with God effect every part of 

their life that others dared take their own faith to the next 

level.   

 

 

I want to challenge you and our family to be the church.  I 

want you to think of your home as a little house church in your 

neighborhood.  Post a little yard sign proudly telling your 

neighbors that your home is an extension of the larger church, 

a safe place to ask questions and talk about God.  You can pick 

u p a sign at the church.  

 

This is going to be our focus this summer.  We may not be able 

to gather as often in that building over there 1 or 2 days a week 

but that does not diminish the power of the church.  This 

summer will be about being the church in groups of 10 in 

many and creative ways.   

 

 

As I wrap up I want to leave you with some questions from 

Kent Hunter that highlight what we have been talking about.  

What it looks like to teach and talk about God in our daily 

lives the same as we would at church things.  

 

When you are watching church Sunday morning, are you 

inviting your unchurched friends to tune in? They can “try 

church” in their pajamas and drink coffee. If you have invited 

friends to virtually join you for church, are you following up, 

providing them the opportunity to discuss the message with 

you? Are you following up by texts, email, or phone? 
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Are you seeing the scattered opportunities to reach unchurched 

friends who have never felt comfortable entering a church 

building?  Right now, you are looking through that window of 

opportunity!  Can you just say, “I’m praying for you?”  Invite 

their kids to do VBS, invite them to be a part of an outdoor 

worship service.  

 

Do you have unbelievers in your social network watching the 

same news reports about the unbelievable number of deaths, 

has it led you to connect virtually with those who show no signs 

of faith—to talk about life, death, and eternity? 

 

Surprise your spouse and tell them you want to start a life 

group this summer.  A small group that gets together in the 

back yard once a month to talk about life and work and pray 

for change in each other’s lives.  You can ask Dave or I to help 

you start that group, but you don’t need our help.  Ask one 

other couple from church and two other neighbors… invite 

them over for smores in the back yard.  

 

Is it possible that you have been thinking about church in the 

wrong way all this time?  You have been a consumer of a 

product offered in that building  for you and your kids for to 

long now.  And now, right now, Jesus is calling you to be his 

disciple, to Follow Him, and you will help others see God.   

 

You can do this. You were made for this.  The church has been 

preparing for just this season to be the church.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


