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Te Absolvo: The Art of Forgiveness 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

     

A study on the concept of forgiveness.  There are many references to 

forgiveness throughout the Bible.  It is one of the most distinct 

aspects of the Israeli culture to this day living in a part of the world 

more often defined by pride, honor and revenge.  Jeremiah attests to 

God’s desire for repentance and forgiveness, He used the prophets to 

call people into this process with Him and each other.  When Jesus 

enters history the Israelites people have put a limit on their 

forgiveness, Jesus says not 7 but 7 times 7.  Paul continues this 

emphasis by naming love the greatest of all gifts.  If I cannot look 

past my neighbor’s faults, I am just a nosy gong.  To embrace 

forgiveness was hard enough God was using the prophets, Jesus, and 

Paul to make it a way of life.   
 

Jeremiah 1:4-13  4 The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 
5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

    before you were born I set you apart; 

    I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”  
6 “Alas, Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I 

am too young.” 
7 But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must 

go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command 

you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will 

rescue you,” declares the Lord. 
9 Then the Lord reached out his hand and touched my mouth and 

said to me, “I have put my words in your mouth. 10 See, today I 

appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to 

destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.” 
11 The word of the Lord came to me: “What do you see, Jeremiah?” 

“I see the branch of an almond tree,” I replied. 
12 The Lord said to me, “You have seen correctly, for I am 

watching to see that my word is fulfilled.” 
13 The word of the Lord came to me again: “What do you see?” 
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“I see a pot that is boiling,” I answered. “It is tilting toward us 

from the north.” 

 

1 Corinthians 13:1-3  If I speak in the tongues of men or of 

angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a 

clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 

mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I 

possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may 

boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

 

Mathew 18:15-22   15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point 

out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, 

you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one or 

two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the 

testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17 If they still refuse to listen, 

tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, 

treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 
18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 
19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about 

anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in 

heaven. 20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I 

with them.” 
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times 

shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to 

seven times?” 
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven 

times. 
 

 

 

“Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound on 

heaven, and whatever you loose or let go of (gesture) on earth 

will be loosed in heaven.” 
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What does this verse mean to you?  In the context of today’s 

reading it seems to state clearly that there are consequences for 

our actions.  If someone in your community is doing something 

to hurt himself or herself then you are obligated to confront 

them, if not for pain they are causing themselves and those 

they love on earth, for the eternal consequences a persons 

actions may reap when it comes to heaven.  

  

Luther quoted this verse when he talked in the small catechism 

about the “office of the keys.”  Luther believed that ‘Jesus 

Christ gave authority to the church (it’s people and pastors) to 

forgive the sins of those who repent.’ But perhaps less well 

known, ‘to declare to those who do not repent that their sins 

are not forgiven.’  (pause) 

     

It is from this little statement by Jesus in Matthew and quoted 

once again in John, that people have gotten the idea that even 

though Jesus Christ died to forgive all sins, the church (if it 

chooses) may hold a person responsible for their sin if he or she 

does not repent and change their ways.  Although salvation is 

up to God, it seems that God in Jesus has given us a part in it 

too!  If that is the case then that gives the church a lot of power 

especially when people in the church have interpreted that 

power as the ability to determine who goes to heaven.  Wow! 

That is a lot of power.   

 

 

 

“Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound on 

heaven, and whatever you loose or let go of (gesture) on earth 

will be loosed in heaven.” 
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The trick to interpreting this verse is to put it in it’s 

context…not to see it as power, but as responsibility.    … 

 

Jesus is describing how to resolve a conflict with others, he 

even says as a last resort you can shut people out of your life, 

ignore them, act as if they don’t exist, BUT! There are 

consequences to treating people in this way.   

 

The law is whatever you bind will be bound, but the good news 

is whatever you loose will also be loosed! The trick to 

interpreting this verse is not to see it as power, but as 

responsibility.   

 

“Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound on 

heaven, and whatever you loose or let go of (gesture) on earth 

will be loosed in heaven.” 

 

What do you think?  Does Jesus cap off his conflict resolution 

model with this phrase to emphasis the law or the gospel, that 

you can shut people out of your life, or so that you can let go of 

what separates you?  Jesus is pointing to a way of dealing with 

those who bother you, disagree with you, who are just plain 

miserable to be around, but he ends with the gospel, there is 

yet a better way.    

Whatever you can let go of in this life, may not bother you 

again.  There just might be something to that.   

 

How much do you think you are capable of letting go?  What 

are you willing to forgive? Think of that relationship that 

strains you?  That person with whom you always but heads, 

what if you let it go?   

 

They would have nothing to poke you with, no control over 

you.   Truly, I tell you if you let it go on earth, it will be 

forgotten in heaven. 
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You can put the focus on the binding part, the law does have 

its uses, but the law will never be the determining factor in who 

goes to heaven and who doesn’t. Or who deserves a 

relationship with God. Jesus sacrificing Grace owns that battle.  

We don’t depend on our ability to follow the rules, be good 

people, we depend on the mercy of a loving God who when we 

killed his son didn’t return in vengeance, but forgiveness… 

with yet another chance.  There is yet a better way!    

 

This is precisely what Paul is talking about in 1 Corinthians 13.  

The greatest of all the spiritual gifts is love.  The ability to look 

past another’s faults and love them for who they are... The 

ability to say what needs to be said because you care more 

about a person’s wellbeing then how they might react… The 

ability to let go of (hands) those things that have hurt us, to 

look past a person’s reactions or emotions and see one of God’s 

creatures with a purpose in this world just like you.   

 

We are given spiritual gifts, indeed we are driven by the spirit, 

not for our own salvation, but in order that we might all help 

each other toward salvation.  If it was just about us, Paul 

would have named the greatest gift as ‘self-control,’ but he 

didn’t He named ‘Love’ as the greatest gift!   We have the 

power to ‘love’ one another and the responsibility to point out 

to our neighbor when he is not ‘loving.’  Paul’s words on love 

help us interpret what it means to bind and let go (let go of – 

gesture) on earth as well as I heaven.  I am counting on your 

help to keep me and mine in the faith.  God’s work through 

you. And when it comes  to this world I hope someone will have 

the courage to confront me if I’m not loving my neighbor, 

myself, or God as I should.    

 

Let me end with a story about Myka as a little girl (my 

freshman in high school) When Myka was oh…6 weeks old ☺ 
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One night Molly and I were laying on the floor watching our 

new bundle of joy kicking her legs and waving her arms as she 

lay on her little pink baby banket. There is one thing you do 

need to know for this story to make sense.  Myka was born 

with a thick head of dark black hair.  I think it was the half a 

cow that a farmer had given us.  We ate that through out 

Molly’s pregnancy.    

 

We were all on the floor… I was doing the little tummy game 

where you bury your face in their tummy and (make noise, do 

it) (do it again)…don’t laugh you’ve done it. ☺   

 

As I bent down to tickle her tummy she kind of put up her 

little arms like she was relaxing or stretching out, but then out 

of nowhere her face got this awful expression and became 

bright red and she started to scream.   

 

I had no idea what it was, I looked to make sure I hadn’t put 

my knee on her foot.  …we got kind of concerned until we 

noticed that her little arm that was behind her head wasn’t 

moving and in fact she was kind of jerking it like it was stuck 

on something and so I picked her up and sure enough there 

was her hand clenched tightly around her long hair which was 

wrapped around her fingers. ☺ The harder she tried to move 

her arm the harder she clenched her fist and the more she 

pulled her own hair. ☺ I had to pry her hand open to get her to 

stop all the while she was screaming worse than I had ever 

heard before.  ☺  Of course we made fun of her after that 

asking her who would be so mean as to pull a little babies hair, 

oh yea you would. ☺   

 

“Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound on 

heaven, and whatever you loose (let go of) on earth will be 

loosed in heaven.” 
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Maybe that which you need to loose is your own failures, your 

own mistakes, things that you have done to yourself.  Maybe 

you need to let go of your own hair.  Whatever you let go of in 

life, has no control over you anymore, and will most certainly 

not be a part of who you are in heaven.   Jesus Christ is her 

now and he is saying let go!  Let go of whatever it is that 

separates you from others… your coworker, your loved one, 

the stranger, the foreigner… yourself.  Let it all go and love 

those God has given to be a part of your life.  Love the 

wonderful differences God make in each of us…  Love the 

wonderful creation you are.   

 

We have a responsibility for each other as members of the 

church, as a part of God’s Kingdom.  Luther called it the 

‘office of the keys,’- The ability to forgive and encourage 

people to change their ways.  We ourselves wouldn’t make it 

very far if not for the love and confrontation of others, am I 

right?.  Paul summed it up as the greatest of all spiritual gifts.  

And that is the greatest blessing of all, that it is a gift, a 

privilege.  Not something we have to do, or an obligation held 

over our heads, but the very real ability to make a difference in 

people’s lives.  We get to!  Because Jesus has shown us and 

provides for us yet a better way! 
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2 Big Announcements 

 

Children’s ministry:  I am so excited to share with you an 

answer to prayer.  I am so proud of our leadership for being 

wise stewards of the gifts God has given us in this season of 

change.  I am so thankful for our members consistent giving 

that enables us to be generous in our community and meet the 

needs of others in this unprecedented time.  We are extending 

our free mental health check-ins through the end of Sept.  

Please invite others to take advantage.  This last week after a 

month of conversation the council approved a temporary 

children’s ministry outreach coordinator.  We are praying that 

this will be a sign from God to our community.   

This Children’s Outreach Coordinator, who I invite you to be 

praying for, will be coordinating the ministry for the children 

6th grade and younger who are not here yet.  I am asking our 

young families already involved to join us in welcoming and 

ministering to the needs of other young families that are feeling 

stuck in the wilderness.   

This outreach would not be possible if not for a generous gift 

by someone who remembered the church in their will and your 

consistent offerings.  Thank you for being good stewards!   

 

 

Vision process:  – pray! – I will be setting aside the next week 

and a couple of days for fasting and prayer.  I will be listening 

for God’s direction for the future of Messiah Lutheran church. 

Please pray with me.   

 

 

 

 

 


