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Psalm 139: 1-18 (NIV)  

You have searched me, LORD, and you know me. 
2 You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
3 You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 
4 Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it completely. 
5 You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 
7 Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are 

there. 
9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
10 even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. 
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around 

me,” 
12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, 

    for darkness is as light to you. 
13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are 

wonderful, I know that full well. 
15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, 

    when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in 

your book before one of them came to be. 
17 How precious to me are your thoughts, God! How vast is the sum of them! 
18 Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand— 

    when I awake, I am still with you. 

 

Romans 8:1-2 (NLT) 
So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 2 And 
because you belong to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from 
the power of sin that leads to death. 

 

Ephesians 2: 11-15 (MSG) 



PASTOR DAVID STIER 
7/5/20 

TIME AFTER TIME-IDENTITY 

 

Sermon manuscript not edited for publishing. 

 
2 

11-13 But don’t take any of this for granted. It was only yesterday that you outsiders 

to God’s ways had no idea of any of this, didn’t know the first thing about the way 

God works, hadn’t the faintest idea of Christ. You knew nothing of that rich 

history of God’s covenants and promises in Israel, hadn’t a clue about what God 

was doing in the world at large. Now because of Christ—dying that death, 

shedding that blood—you who were once out of it altogether are in on 

everything. 

14-15 The Messiah has made things up between us so that we’re now together on 

this, both non-Jewish outsiders and Jewish insiders. He tore down the wall we 

used to keep each other at a distance. He repealed the law code that had become 

so clogged with fine print and footnotes that it hindered more than it helped. 

Then he started over. Instead of continuing with two groups of people separated 

by centuries of animosity and suspicion, he created a new kind of human being, a 

fresh start for everybody. 

 
 

TIME AFTER TIME-IDENTITY 
 
I’m so excited about this series that we're starting today called time after time. I 
wanna start by saying right away, I’m not nor have I ever been a Cyndi Lauper fan 
or supporter. OK, so just save the texts, posts and emails. It is interesting what 
stands the test of time when it comes to pop culture, when it comes to iconic 
songs like Time After Time. Do you realize the song was released in 1983 who was 
around back in the 1980’s? Who remembers when it was released? I was 15.  
All these years later you can jump into an elevator and that Musak starts and you 
hear “Time After Time” or even some of the heavy rock stuff from the 80’s and 
90’s as soft background music. I will say that chorus is intriguing “if you’re lost you 
can look and you will find me time after time” The whole idea of this series is how 
many times does the Bible mention ___________. Do you realize the bible 
mentions fear over 440 times? The Bible tells us to “fear not” that “God is with” 
us and yet many of us are lost in fear. I know for some of you who have been in 
the church a long time you may think, “Why am I hearing what seems to be a 
message on the same old thing?” I’ve heard this several times in my over 25 years 
of preaching and teaching. “Pastor, how many times are you going to talk about 
this or that?” Well if God felt it was important to repeat it, I’m gonna follow His 
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example. So, the short answer to the question “Pastor, how many times are you 
going to talk about ‘X’?” is: 
“I’ll preach it till most of us are actually living it and then I preach it again for 
those who we bring into worship to hear it for themselves.” How many times do 
we listen to the same song, watch the same movie or TV show? I know people 
who watch sporting events over and over and they’re not paid to do that. While I 
was on my sabbatical, I visited a church that used this song as their bumper to the 
message and it hit me like never before. I pitched it to Lloyd and PK in our 
planning meetings, I will say they took some convincing. The idea is time after 
time the Bible talks about stuff, time after time after time; mega themes, topics 
that we deal with in our everyday life. Yet many of us are lost when it comes to 
things like what we're going to talk about today. In this series we're going to hit 
on forgiveness, how God is for us, worship, honor and so on. The Bible speaks 
about these things over and over and over again. Yet many of us, we find 
ourselves confused and lost. I’ll warn you this message is deep; this is a message 
that you have to think and engage with. I want this message series to really 
challenge you. I’m really passionate about this. I'm praying that I'm articulate 
enough to somehow convey my passion.  
 
I believe today, we have an identity crisis happening in our world, even in the 
church. I see it so often on TV, in social media, so many in this world are asking, 
“Who am I?” “How do I fit in?” “Am I really valuable?” “If I die now is anyone 
gonna care?” People think this stuff all the time. We're struggling, just look at 
society today, and you’ll see identity is at the root of many of the issues we face. 
 

1. Realize where your true identity lies 
I'm going to start with a children's illustration that I like, it's got a high cheese 
factor I know, but it fits so well: 
 
“Once upon a time there were 3 little wooden red sticks. They lived in a can of red 
paint. Each day they would swim and swim and swim in the red paint. One day a 
friend comes over and says, ‘Why don't you come and jump in the paint can next 
door with me?’ The 3 little red wooden sticks were so excited 'cause they wanted 
to try something new. So, they go to a friend’s house. They all jump in with both 
wooden feet. But the problem is the paint can they jumped into was blue and 
now there are 3 little blue wooden sticks. Why were they so blue?  
Because they lost their identity. You get it?” 
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I was on Sabbatical when I heard this illustration and talked to the pastor later 
and I said that was great and he said, “I thought so too, but it looked like so many 
people didn’t get it.” So, I hope you got it. Look at the person next to you if they 
didn’t get it explain it to them.  
Go ahead….I’ll wait…. 
What I think we're struggling with today is there's an identity crisis. If you just 
look for other people's approval, or other standards of happiness, or stuff, there's 
always going to be a void in your life that you will try to fill, apart from the God 
who created you, who redeemed you through his son Jesus Christ.  
 
So that's where I'm going to choose to live. I'm a Bible guy and a Jesus guy. I 
promise that you will find what you're looking for if you understand where your 
true identity lies. We can battle with that our whole lives, especially in the culture 
in which we live.  
 
I believe the devil is unleashing such deceptive tools today. There's a massive 
identity crisis, even in the church. There was a study by a psychologist, his last 
name was Zimbardo. He was a psychologist at the University of Stanford. It was 
an experiment that he and his colleagues did in the early 1970’s which is still 
talked about today. What they did at the University of Stanford is they built a 
mock prison. They put real prison bars in created prison cells. They put an ad out 
in the local newspaper (remember, it’s the 1970’s, that's how you got volunteers). 
It said that ‘we're looking for 24 volunteers that are mentally stable and healthy. 
We will pay you but you're not going to know what you're going to volunteer for.’ 
Randomly they selected twelve of these volunteers to be prison guards. They 
actually had some training from real life prison guards as to how and what to do. 
The other 12 were going to be the prisoners, but they didn't know exactly what 
they signed up for. Officers actually went to their houses; arrested them, 
handcuffed them, put them in the squad car, blindfolded them and sent them to 
the basement of the University of Stanford psychology department (the mock 
prison) where they were fingerprinted and given jumpsuits numbered 1 through 
12. They can no longer refer to themselves as a name, only a number.  
 
What happened is fascinating. It was meant to at last 14 days. Four days into this 
experiment they removed four prisoners for major psychiatric problems. Anger, 
uncontrollable crying, depression, and anxiety. 2 days after that, Zimbardo and his 
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colleagues had to shut the experiment down completely; just 6 days into it 
because the other prisoners were inciting riots now against the mock prison 
guards.  
 
This is what they said about this experiment: “their self-perception impacted their 
thinking, their attitudes, and ultimately their behavior. When they believed that 
they were criminals, they started to live like criminals.” The psychology 
department of Stanford had to go on and do ongoing counseling with these 
people, telling them for the next several months, “you were not a criminal. This 
really did not happen you just volunteered for something.”  
 
Wow, the power of a situation or circumstances. Think of the world in which we 
live today. How many of us have lost our identity because we live in a world that 
tells us, “this is who we are supposed to be” and all the time we feel like we don't 
measure up.   
 

2. Follow the primary teaching of Jesus. 
One thing in particular came up as I began to study for this series that I had never 
really put together. What do all 4 gospels have in common? What do they tell us 
time after time? (they tell us about the life of Jesus.) 
 
There only 4 events that are recorded in all 4 gospels there's the baptism of Jesus, 
the feeding of the 5000, there is the triumphal entry, then we have the passion 
(the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus). Those are the only four events that are 
recorded in all 4 gospels. There are 3 predictions (only 3) that are recorded in all 4 
gospels. We have Jesus predicting that he will be betrayed, we have Peter’s denial 
and then we have the Passion prediction. “This is why the son of man came to the 
earth he came to die for the sins of mankind and he will rise again”. 4 events and 
3 predictions and a one verse teaching that is found in all 4 gospels. This blew me 
away. 
If I were to put you in a room right now with 30 people, and these 30 people are 
not Christians, they’re seekers. They're wanting to understand more about 
Christianity, what's it’s all about. I said, “you gotta give them something that's 
going to stand out and really explain to these people what life is all about,” what 
would you say? “God so love the world that he gave….”? Here is what Jesus said 
on 4 separate occasions, it's mentioned 6 times in the gospels. Twice in Matthew, 
once in Luke, twice in Mark, and once in John. Do I have you on the edge of your 
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seat yet? Are you like “what is the teaching?” This teaching is powerful. It's 
intimidating. We don't really teach this a lot in the American church because this 
seems too difficult to do. We think, “I don't know if I can sacrifice that much” but 
think about this, stay with me:  
 
Think of the identity crisis we have today. Think of God's word. Think of that Cyndi 
Lauper song, just the chorus if we're lost we can look and we will find Him time 
after time. What Jesus said in His earthly ministry for 3 years was of utmost 
importance. I believe he would go around and he would be repetitive. He would 
say what really counts and what's really needed in people's lives. Are you ready 
for it? “To find your life you lose it, lose your life, you'll find it.” What?? It's a 
positive and negative statement. It speaks to our identity. It speaks to our one 
and only life. It speaks to all that we are. There's a void in our lives that we want 
filled, how do we do that? Jesus tells us; “to find your life you must lose it, but if 
you lose your life you will find it”.  
Matthew 10:39 “whoever finds their life will lose it whoever loses their life for my 
sake will find it”.  
Mark 8:34 & 35; “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your 
own way, take up your cross, and follow me.” How powerful is that? Many of us 
know this verse we just don't ever put it together. But what is the very next verse: 
“If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for 
my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it.”  
Luke 17:33 “If you cling to your life, you will lose it, and if you let your life go, you 
will save it.”  
In John it’s a little different wording but the exact same teaching. John 12:25 
“Those who love their life in this world will lose it. Those who care nothing for 
their life in this world will keep it for eternity.” So the question is what does that 
mean?  
 

3. Realize it’s still your choice. 
Jesus wants us to choose to follow Him rather than lead a life of sin and self-
satisfaction. What is Jesus saying? “Hey, stop trying to control your own destiny 
and let me guide and direct you. You don't know what tomorrow holds you have 
no idea.” We can’t control the uncontrollable. God is God and we are not. Listen, I 
am a control freak. I really struggle sometimes, I'll be honest. I struggle in the car 
of my life to get in the passenger seat and let Jesus drive it. When things are going 
really bad, of course I yell, “Jesus take the wheel!” You got it, but when things are 
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good, I always want to grab the wheel and tell Jesus, “Hey, let me help you really 
quick. Yeah let's go this way little bit. Come on, come on.” Now some people are 
like “what is this ‘lose your life’ stuff?” Listen he's not talking about self-hatred. 
Remember he designed you, he created you, he created me. We’re fearfully and 
wonderfully made. We are originals. We have so much value. But if you want to 
find what you're looking for, the battle is going to be in daily surrendering in our 
relationship with Jesus. He asks us to not only lose our self-centered 
determination, but for Him to be the one in charge. These are some powerful 
verses of scripture. If you really want to find what you're looking for, your identity 
is in Christ. It begins and ends with that and we all struggle in that battle. 
I can’t tell you how many times I talk to people, and they know the truth. They 
would call themselves a Christian. Yet they are struggling every single day to try to 
find their Identity. It's a battle. “I gotta choose to follow Jesus, choose to 
understand that my identity is in Him.”  
 
I know this is a hard teaching. I’ve told you I struggle with this. This is why I think 
the church in America steers away from these verses a lot of times because we’ll 
come to church (when we can), we’ll “get saved” we’ll “find salvation.” Basically, 
we’ll feel like we have a “get out of hell free” card, and here's what we’ll say as a 
Christian, “OK great, I found Jesus but this is my life. I'm only gonna have a 2 or 3 
degree course change. I'm just going to change a few things.” But Jesus is going to 
say, “If you really want to find life, it's not a 2 or 3 degree course change. It's 180 
degree course change.” I hate to tell ya but your life will be turbulent to say the 
least if your identity is in fatherhood or motherhood, or a husband or wife, a 
boyfriend or girlfriend, all about grades or sports or a job. Those things come and 
go, they’re so fleeting. I read online the other day about a father that lost his son. 
The caption of the article said, “he was my whole world.” We read God's word 
and we understand that things today come and go, things don't make sense to us.  
 

4. Accept what life is supposed to look like. 
We’re always looking for how do we fit in, who are we? Paul who wrote the 
majority of the New Testament really implores us; he tries to really set us on the 
right course. He tells us time after time after time what life is supposed to look 
like if we want to get it right. Paul tells us to think about this. He uses this phrase 
“our identity is to be in Christ, in Him, in the Lord” how many times? 160 times.i 
Paul tells us that over and over and over, time after time after time, “in Christ,” 
it’s Christ. What is our identity in Christ? To have your identity in Christ means 
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that you're placing your confidence for life and eternity in Jesus Christ that's what 
that means.  
Jesus says that we are to deny ourselves and be willing to lose our own lives, our 
own desires, our own way of doing things to try to fill the void. My desires are less 
than His will in His way. It's a shift from ‘the most important thing in life figuring 
out what we want,’ to ‘the most important thing in life is to figure out where 
God is leading us and what He wants.’ I believe this message needs a response, 
so in just a minute we're going to take some time to respond. Before we do that, I 
had this made up for you (Book Mark). I want you to put this in your Bible and 
want you to think about this, think about how awesome it is. When you feel lost, 
you can look and you will find Him, time after time. You may be saying to yourself. 
“I don't know exactly what's going on. I don't really feel valued. How do I fit in? 
What's life all about?” Think about the blessings of being a Christian, your identity 
as a follower of Jesus Christ. The Bible teaches us over and over, time after time; 
for us who are in Christ there's no condemnation, we have wisdom from God, we 
are a new creation, we become God’s children, we have forgiveness of sins, all the 
way down to we have the promise of life in eternity. So when your days are dark 
and you feel like “man who am I? I feel lost”  
be thankful for God's word! To find your life you lose it, you lose your life to find 
it! Do me a favor, would you bow your heads and close your eyes, we're going to 
take a moment. Lloyd’s going to come up we're just going to go back into that 
song, Who you say I am. Perfect song to close this message. I’m gonna have you 
stand, for some of you it's time for you to say, “You know what, God, thank you 
that my identity is found in Christ. I have kind of veered away from that. I've been 
lost lately. I know I need to get back to that and I'm so grateful that I can have my 
identity in Christ and I just want to say for the first time or once again, I surrender. 
I'm going to look to you. It's not what I do, it's not what life brings me, but it's 
who I am in you that matters.” Amen 

 
i https://www.soulshepherding.org/identity-in-christ-verses-in-the-bible/ 


