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Call To Worship-Worship Team 

 
Welcome/Announcements 

 
Worship Through Songs 

 
Worship Through Confession & Giving 

Text prayer requests to 815-483-1814 
 

Children’s Message—Bryn Werner 
 

Worship Through Hearing God’s Word 
 
 

                                                   MESSAGE          
                                                                        “The Parable of the Lost Son 
               (I Know That God Answers Prayers)”  
                                                                              By Pastor David Nygard 
                                                                             (Copies of this sermon and  
                                                           others can be found              
               online at mlcjoliet.org)   

 
 

Worship Through Song 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Worship Through the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Closing Song 

WORSHIP TODAY 
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TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 

OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Isaiah 55:6-9 (NIV)   
Reader: Andrew Kittler 
 
6 Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
    call on him while he is near. 
7 Let the wicked forsake their ways 
    and the unrighteous their thoughts. 
Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, 
    and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 
8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    neither are your ways my ways,” 
declares the Lord. 
9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
Luke 15:11-22, 24 
 
11 

Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 
12 

The younger one said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between 
them. 

13 
“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant 

country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 
14 

After he had spent every-
thing, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in 
need. 

15 
So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to 

his fields to feed pigs. 
16 

He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were 
eating, but no one gave him anything. 

17 
“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have 

food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 
18 

I will set out and go back to my fa-
ther and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 

19 
I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 
20 

So he 
got up and went to his father. 

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compas-
sion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

21 
“The son 

said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer wor-
thy to be called your son.’ 

22 
“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best 

robe and put it on him...Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 
24 

For this son of mine was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.                                 
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MLC NEWS 

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT LENTEN SERVICES 

Lenten services begin on Ash Wednesday, February 17 at 6:30.  The Lenten sermons 
will be focusing on practices that we undertake to get closer to God. Please join us for 

these special worship times.  
 

CONNECTION CARD 
Stay connected with Messiah Lutheran. Fill out the green connection card in the pew in 

front of you, or go to bit.ly/MLCConnect to fill out our online connection card. 
 

ONLINE GIVING 
Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 

1) Follow this link: messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 
2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use either 

your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 
WORSHIP SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 

Please make your reservation for what service you plan to attend at  
mlcjoliet.org.  The 8:00 and 9:30 services are streamed live as well, and there will be 

overflow in the narthex for on campus services if we surpass the 70 person threshold. 
Other non-religious or non-educational building usage will be encouraged to follow 
both state and church-posted protocols. If you’d like a standing reservation at one of 

the services, call the office or email Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org and we will put you 
on the standing reservation list.   

 
GET INVOLVED 

 
ALTAR GUILD 

Is your heart calling you to become more involved at Messiah, but daily time con-
straints make it difficult? Join the setup team known as the Altar Guild. It is an oppor-

tunity and a privilege to prepare the worship space for the gathering of God’s family in 
worship. And, with enough volunteers you'd only be asked to serve  8-12 weeks out of 
the year. The First Team: sets up Communion for the Sunday 8:00 a.m. service (can be 
done Saturday before noon) and resets for the 9:30 a.m. service. Second Team: resets 

after the 9:30 a.m. service for the 11:00 a.m. service and cleans up after the ser-
vice. Individuals, couples, and families are invited to join this ministry. Please contact 
Nan Dusak at nldusak@comcast.net or 630.890.9958 for more information or to sign 

up. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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DAYBREAK SHELTER 
Because of Covid-19, Daybreak Shelter is now collecting and delivering them instead 
of packaging them. We are still accepting donations of these items during normal of-
fice hours, Monday through Friday, 9 am to 5 pm. We need donations of individually 

wrapped snacks, instant oatmeal, hot chocolate packets, cereal boxes (small) and fruit. 
 

BLOOD DRIVE (Sunday, February 28 from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm) 
Messiah will be hosting a blood drive. Your support of blood drives helps save lives 

and helps us fulfill our mission as a church! Someone needs blood every three seconds 
– just think of the impact you’d be making in the lives of people across Illinois.  Sched-

ule your appointment at bit.ly/MLCDrive. 
 

LIL LOVES 
Lil Loves Ministry is a new ministry at Messiah, and its aim is to come alongside under-

served parents and babies in the Tri-county area. The goal is to let them feel known 
and loved and help meet the basic needs of the baby. The store, located in the Gather-
ing House, will be available to attend on an appointment basis and there will also be 
distribution events. They will post on the Lil Loves (@lillovesmlc) and MLC FB page 

when they are open to the public. Right now, Lil Loves needs your donations of dia-
pers, formula, wipes, and other baby and family items to build up stock in the store. 
They are planning their first distribution event for sometime in March. If you'd like to 

donate, please place your items in the Pack 'n' Play in the narthex.   

 
MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
AWANA (Wednesdays, online) 

Awana looks a little different, but the goal of teaching children the word of God and 
training them to serve Him will remain.  It’s virtual Awana, with weekly releases includ-
ing worship time, group lessons and bible verse memorization. We’ll be sure to meet 
in a large area and practice social distancing. It’s for Preschool - 6

th
 grade. Make sure 

to join Remind to get the latest Awana updates. To join, simply text @awanamlc to 
81010 or go to remind.com/join/awanamlc. Get links to Awana videos at mlcjoliet.org/

awana. 
 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL (Begins Sunday, March 7 at 9:30 am) 
If you’re in kindergarten through sixth grade, join this group for Sunday school in the 

Family Life Center. Social distancing and other safety protocols will be followed.  
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR (Begins Sunday, March 7 after Sunday School) 
Kids, join us for a fun time of singing and praising God! We will be restarting children’s 
choir on the same day as Sunday school in the FLC. Contact Sherry Unyi at bookkeep-

er@mlcjoliet.org for details. 
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MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students (7th-12th 
grade) every Sunday. We’re doing it both in-person and on Zoom. We meet upstairs in the 

Awana area. Contact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org for a link to Zoom Sunday school. 
 

YOUTH FUNDRAISER 
Purchase fabulous masks today and help the MLC Youth raise funds. “Faith” and “Hope” masks 

come in a pack of 2 for $15. Purchases can be made in the narthex. 
 

GLOW NIGHT (Friday, February 19th from 6pm-9pm) 
Hey 7th-12th grade: get ready for Glow Night! We will have students come in their best glow in 

the dark clothing. We will have glow in the dark tape and glow in the dark paint. We will play vol-
leyball, basketball, dodge ball, have a devo time and fellowship with the student.  

 
FIRST COMMUNION (Begins February 28) 

The classes will be held for five weeks during the Sunday School hour. First communion will be 
served at the Maundy Thursday service on April 1st at 7 p.m. Please register at 

bit.ly/1stCommMLC if you plan to attend. Questions? Contact Pastor Stier at pas-
tor.stier@mlcjoliet.org. 

 
DATE NIGHT FUNDRAISERS (March 12 & April 30 from 6 pm to 10 pm) 

Parents! Do you need a date night? On these two nights the student ministry will watch your 
kiddos for a donation while you enjoy an evening out. This service is available for all students 7th 
grade and under. We will have games, movies, day care and food. Parents, contact Brian at bri-

an@mlcjoliet.org to sign up.  
  

MFUGE MISSION TRIP (July 10th-17th)  
We will be taking a trip to Tennessee to do M-Fuge which stands for Mission Fuge. M-fuge is a 

ministry that takes student ministries from all over the country and brings them into one area to 
serve. During this week students will be put in ministry situations that can range from yard work, 
day care, teaching, to recreation, building, and more, all in a local community. The goal of this is 
to open students’ eyes to the need that they have in their hometown. This is accompanied with 
awesome worship nights where the students have a big group worship along with church group 
time, and small group time. This is for students going into 9th grade in August 2021 to graduat-

ing 12th graders. Talk to Brian about signing up for this ministry opportunity at bri-
an@mlcjoliet.org.  

 
CENTER LAKE BIBLE CAMP (August 8th-13th) 

Hey students (and parents): We’re headed back to CLBC! This week of camp is for students going 
into 5th-9th grade. Parents can sign the students up themselves at centerlake.org and get a dis-

count by using the code CHURCH. You can get more details by emailing Brian at bri-
an@mlcjoliet.org or by watching the video at bit.ly/MLCCenterLake. 

EVENTS 

 
WALKING IN FAITH (Wednesdays at 11 am) 

For the foreseeable future, this group will walking at the Joliet mall at 11 am. Email Sherri 
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at bookkeeper@mlcjoliet.org for more info.  
 

PARENTING STUDY LIFE GROUP (Wednesdays at 6:30 pm) 
Tom Bond is leading a study through the book “Tough Guys and Drama Queens” for 

parents of teenagers. The group is meeting at 6:30 pm. Please email  
pastor.stier@mlcjoliet to let us know your interest in the group.  

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more in-
formation. 

 
MOSAIC (Begins Sunday, March 7 at 9:30 am) 

Mosaic is a “next level” Life Group ministry for 18-20 somethings AKA Mosaics or Mil-
lennials.  Mosaic not only describes the diverse age, status and backgrounds of this 

group but also the many ways to live a life of worship. Mosaic focuses on a life of wor-
ship through; service, fellowship, prayer, and music, all the while discussing Biblical 

truths. 
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Begins Sunday, March 7 at 9:30 am) 
We are ready to start up our Insight Sunday school again and we couldn’t be more ex-
cited. We will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall. Stay tuned for more details on topics 

and teachers.  
 

THRIVING IN BABYLON STUDY LIFE GROUP (Begins Tuesday, March 9) 
This study is every Tuesday night for 6 weeks @ 6:30pm , in person at the Wegemers 
and on Zoom. Note: You will need to sign up for Right Now Media to join this group 
(It's free to Messiah people). Contact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet to sign up for a Right 

Now Media account. The study is about spiritually surviving in an increasingly spiritual-
ly hostile environment using the wisdom of Daniel.  Contact the church office at of-

fice.manager@mlcjoliet.org if you plan on attending. 
 

MEET THE STAFF (Sunday, March 14 at 12:15 pm) 
We’d love for you to come and spend some time with the pastors and staff of Messiah 
on Sunday, March 14. Expect a time of good fellowship, good food and good conver-

sation. Call or email the office if you plan on coming at worship@mlcjoliet.org. 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
  

YMCA 
The sweet sound of Children’s Outreach.  Messiah Lutheran Church will be partnering 

with the YMCA to provide childcare for local e-learning families in the Jan-May Semes-
ter.  Contact Christine Murray for more information and ways you can help our com-

munity take a fresh look at how the church helps those in need.  
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 STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

John 3:16     
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life.” 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
If you would like to purchase altar flowers, please call the church office or sign up 

in the church narthex.  
 

MESSIAH WEDNESDAY LENTEN & HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
All Wednesday services at 6:30 pm 

February 17-March 24 
April 1 (Maundy Thursday) at 7 pm 

April 2 (Good Friday) at 7 pm 
April 4 (Easter Sunday) at 6:30, 8, 9:30 and 11 am 

 
Our condolences to the family of Violetta Haglund upon her passing. 

 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 38 
9:30 am: 27 
11:00 am: 54 

 
Online: 492 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

2020 BUDGET 

 
Yearly Operating Budget: $673,238 
Average Need Each Week: $12,946 

Received last week: $15,003 
Received year-to-date: $53,773 
Needed year-to-date: $77,681 

 
Thrivent: $201 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (February 14) 
8 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am MH & HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
MONDAY (February 15) 

8 am Cornerstone Homeschool 
TUESDAY (February 16) 

9 am Quilters 
6:30 pm S.A.L.T. 

WEDNESDAY (February 17) 
8 am Classic Conversations Homeschool 

6:30 pm Parenting Life Group 
6:30 pm Ash Wednesday service 

THURSDAY (February 18) 
10 am Prayer Group 

11:30 am Staff Meeting 
1:00 pm Teaching Class 
FRIDAY (February 19) 

6 pm Glow Night 
SATURDAY (February 20) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (February 21) 
8:00 Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 


