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Litany Adapted from Psalm 102 
P: Hear my prayer, O LORD; 
C: let my cry come to you! 
P: Do not hide your face from me in the day of my distress! 
C: Incline your ear to me; answer me speedily in the day when I call! 
P: For my days pass away like smoke, 
C: and my bones burn like a furnace. 
P: My heart is struck down like grass and has withered; I forget to eat 
my bread. 
C: All the day my enemies taunt me; those who deride me use my name 
for a curse. 
P: But you, O LORD, are enthroned forever; 
C: you are remembered throughout all generations. 
P: You will arise and have pity on Zion; 
C: it is the time to favor her; the appointed time has come. 
P: We worship you LORD in the Name of the Father, The Son and the 
Holy Spirit Amen. 
 
Psalm 34: 4-18 (NLT) 
I prayed to the LORD, and he answered me. 
    He freed me from all my fears. 
5 Those who look to him for help will be radiant with joy; 
    no shadow of shame will darken their faces. 
6 In my desperation I prayed, and the LORD listened; 
    he saved me from all my troubles. 
7 For the angel of the LORD is a guard; 
    he surrounds and defends all who fear him. 
8 Taste and see that the LORD is good. 
    Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in him! 
9 Fear the LORD, you his godly people, 
    for those who fear him will have all they need. 



PASTOR DAVID STIER 
1/24/21 

DANGEROUS PRAYERS 

 

 2 

10 Even strong young lions sometimes go hungry, 
    but those who trust in the LORD will lack no good thing. 
11 Come, my children, and listen to me, 
    and I will teach you to fear the LORD. 
12 Does anyone want to live a life 
    that is long and prosperous? 
13 Then keep your tongue from speaking evil 
    and your lips from telling lies! 
14 Turn away from evil and do good. 
    Search for peace, and work to maintain it. 
15 The eyes of the LORD watch over those who do right; 
    his ears are open to their cries for help. 
16 But the LORD turns his face against those who do evil; 
    he will erase their memory from the earth. 
17 The LORD hears his people when they call to him for help. 
    He rescues them from all their troubles. 
18 The LORD is close to the brokenhearted; 
    he rescues those whose spirits are crushed. 
 
1 Peter 5:1-9 (NLT) 

And now, a word to you who are elders in the churches. I, too, am an 
elder and a witness to the sufferings of Christ. And I, too, will share in 
his glory when he is revealed to the whole world. As a fellow elder, I 
appeal to you: 2 Care for the flock that God has entrusted to you. Watch 
over it willingly, not grudgingly—not for what you will get out of it, but 
because you are eager to serve God. 3 Don’t lord it over the people 
assigned to your care, but lead them by your own good example. 4 And 
when the Great Shepherd appears, you will receive a crown of never-
ending glory and honor. 5 In the same way, you who are younger must 
accept the authority of the elders. And all of you, dress yourselves in 
humility as you relate to one another, for “God opposes the proud but 
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gives grace to the humble.”6 So humble yourselves under the mighty 
power of God, and at the right time he will lift you up in honor. 7 Give all 
your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you. 8 Stay alert! 
Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a 
roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. 9 Stand firm against him, 
and be strong in your faith. Remember that your family of believers all 
over the world is going through the same kind of suffering you are. 

 
 
 Matthew 16:24-27 (NLT) 
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my 
follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and 
follow me. 25 If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you 
give up your life for my sake, you will save it. 26 And what do you benefit 
if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth 
more than your soul? 27 For the Son of Man will come with his angels in 
the glory of his Father and will judge all people according to their 
deeds. 
 

 
 
WARNING: This message isn’t one of those warm and fuzzy messages. 
It’s going to challenge you, maybe even upset some. But I promise you 
if you try these things, they will change more than just your prayer life! 
Is your prayer life a bore? Is it a chore to spend time with God in 
prayer?  
Well then maybe it’s time to change the way you pray. Maybe It’s time 
to abandon safe, comfortable, predictable, and easy-to-pray prayers. 
Maybe It’s time to pray with courage, to risk, to open yourself up to a 
different path to a better destination. Maybe It’s time to start praying 
dangerous prayers. 
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The title of this message Dangerous prayers was inspired by a book and 
devotional series I’ve been doing Since October 2020 the author is 
Graig Groeschel. 
 
The 1st dangerous prayer is LORD, Reveal My Fears  
What is it that makes you anxious? Nervous? Unsettled? Afraid? 
 
I’m not talking about normal external fears like snakes, spiders, or the 
fear of flying. I’m wondering what keeps you up at night, those things 
that ricochet in your mind and refuse to be quieted. Things like losing 
your job. Not getting married. Or being stuck in a bad marriage. Having 
your health fail. Draining your savings account just to get by. 
 
We don’t know what exact fears were running through David’s mind, 
but it’s clear he was troubled about his safety and perhaps his future. 
Because after asking God to search his heart, David prayed, “know my 
anxious thoughts” (Ps. 139:23). He wanted to share his worst fears with 
God. To face them and give them a name. To trust that God was bigger 
than any fear David could dream up. 
 
Are you willing to pray such a prayer? “Lord, reveal what holds my mind 
hostage. Show me what I fear the most. Go ahead, help me face what 
terrifies me.”  
 
The 2nd dangerous prayer is Lord, Break Me 
It’s fine to pray for safety and blessings, but what if you want more? 
What if you desire power from the Holy Spirit, strength from heaven, 
unshakable faith, genuine intimacy with your Father?  
 
Instead of just asking God to keep you safe, to give you more, and 
protect your life, you may have to ask God to break you. 
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When I think about praying this prayer, “Lord, break me,” I think about 
my first call and the experience Dana and I once had in our life group. 
On a blustery, cold Sunday night in January, we sat around a warm and 
cozy room with seven or eight other people talking about this exact 
dangerous prayer.  
 
In our life group most of us agreed we wanted to pray this prayer Lord, 
break me—and mean it—but couldn’t deny being afraid of the 
consequences. One woman who spoke took the possibility seriously but 
acknowledged her struggle. A loving single mother of two who had 
made some mistakes in her past but was on fire for Jesus after he 
rescued her and her children from a life of poverty and despair.  
She served in the Celebrate recovery ministry, tithed faithfully, helped 
in the children’s ministry, attended a weekly Bible study, and often was 
the first who volunteered to pray out loud in groups. 
 
But when confronted with the option of asking God to break her, she 
refused. “Sorry, but I’ve got to be honest,” she said. “I don’t want to ask 
God to break me. I’m afraid of what will happen. I’m a single mom with 
two kids. I love them too much. Asking God to break me is simply too 
scary for me to ever pray. What if I get sick or depressed or pulled away 
from my kids?”  
 
Most other people in the small group nodded in agreement. 
But the question then remains the same for all of us today: what are we 
losing by clinging to our comfort? 
What are we missing out on because we’re so committed to avoiding 
pain and discomfort? 
 
Jesus said, “For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me will find it” (Matt. 16:25). Jesus isn’t 
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inviting us to a life of comfort and ease, but one of surrender and 
sacrifice. Our highest desire shouldn’t be for our will to be done, but for 
his will to be done. And Jesus is inviting us to die to our own lives, so we 
can live moment by moment, day by day—for him. To leave our cozy 
living rooms and safe prayers in order to know what it means to be 
broken for the sake of others. 
 
By playing it safe, we risk missing something far more precious than our 
security and comfort. We don’t realize what blessings might be on the 
other side of God’s breaking. 
 
Luke said, “And [Jesus] took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave 
it to them, saying, ‘This is my body given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me’” (Luke 22:19). Almost all Bible scholars agree that 
Jesus’ instruction to “do this” provides believers a way to remember, 
honor, and celebrate his death and resurrection. But some believe that 
Jesus’ “do this” also refers to how we are to live. What if Jesus wasn’t 
just talking about a ritual that we do at church? What if he was also 
inviting us to be broken and poured out daily? What if we had the 
courage, the audacity, the faith to pray, “God, break me”? 
 
True brokenness before God isn’t a one-time event; it’s a daily decision. 
Paul said, “I die daily” (1 Cor. 15:31). What does that mean? Every day, 
he chose to crucify his own desires so he could live fully for God’s. If 
you have the courage to pray this prayer, get ready. Get ready to know 
God, and be known by God, in a way you’ve not experienced before. 
 
Last week I shared with you about an awesome answer to prayer 
related to me heading the call to ministry. How God blessed us with 
children. But there were many answers to prayer that surrounded this 
event in Dana’s and my lives.  
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A glorious answer to prayer also happened in Late August 1998. On a 
Friday night while traveling home I was blindsided by a truck going in 
excess of 45mph. The driver was using a flare lane for travel not just 
going around traffic that was turning. I was less than a mile from our 
home. My now pregnant wife got a scary call from a police officer to 
inform her about the accident and that they were transporting me to 
the hospital. This particular weekend was the “Meet the new Youth 
Pastor” weekend at my new church. On Sunday there was a huge pot-
luck planned for after church and I was to be installed during the 
service that morning.  
 
As a result of that accident my start date was postponed by 6 weeks. I 
spent 7 days in the hospital and almost didn’t get let out on that 
seventh day. I started to have a break down and at just that very 
moment the pastor from the church that was sending me to serve 
called to check on me. (Some would call that a coincidence, but I call it 
the Holy Spirit) Randy talked me down, comforted me, and prayed with 
me. A few hours later I was released to “go home.” I spent the next 3 
months wheelchair-bound as I had shattered my left ankle and 
dislocated my left shoulder. (If you want, I can share a crazy story about 
all those injuries and the ER. Just ask me after church or call me 
someday.)  
 
I also spent 6 months learning how to walk again and building strength 
on the left side of my body. Praise God for you fine Physical Therapists! 
Now I’m sure many of you are asking “how is that an answer to 
prayer?” Well, my prayer was that God would use me and shape me as I 
learned what it meant to serve as a pastor. I was only just 2 semesters 
into Bible school and the Sr. Pastor at the church I was called to would 
be grooming me and I’d be learning “on the job”. When I was in my 20’s 
I was all about sports, watching them and yes, playing them.  
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I would even wake up after just 4 hrs. of sleep from closing down the 
restaurant to go to play beach volleyball and get a cat nap on the 
beach, then go back to work. So back to my prayer for God to shape me 
in ministry. Everything I had, every skill, worldly passion, and many gifts 
were gone in a flash. In starting ministry, I only had two things I could 
rely on, following the Holy Spirit’s lead and building relationships! That 
forever transformed the way I saw ministry and has impacted 
thousands of lives. It even drives me to this day.  
 
You see, from a wheelchair you can’t play beach volleyball, or ultimate 
Frisbee, but you can build deep and lasting Christian relationships. I 
praise God when I look back on that time in my life. I still have several 
of my first students that I’m in frequent contact with. Of the dozen or 
so who are serving in ministry many have accomplished far more for 
the kingdom that I ever could. I even have a monthly mentoring session 
with a man who has been a pastor for 15 years now. He was one of the 
first students I met from that church. We actually met a year before my 
being called to Northpointe. It was Winter Blast 1997 at Center Lake! 
 
 You see my friends you can play it safe. But my gut is telling me you 
want more than that. I choose different. I try to live as a faith-filled, 
bet-the-farm risk-taker.  
I will never insult God with small thinking or safe living. If there are 
blessings on the other side of brokenness, then Lord break me. 
 

The 3rd dangerous prayer is about Redirection 
If I were planning a trip from Chicago to say the Baja peninsula, I could 
find the fastest route or I could find another thousand roads that will 
get me to the same destination.  
If traveling is a metaphor for life and our destination is heaven, then 
God knows how to get us there no matter where we find ourselves. It 
might be the most direct route, or it could be the road less taken—if we 
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want God’s will, the journey will hold many surprises, that’s for sure. 
The key is a heart that longs for God’s will and trusts him at every turn. 
In Proverbs 16 Solomon writes, “In their hearts humans plan their 
course, but the Lord establishes their steps.” (v. 9 NIV) 
 
I have sometimes been driven by stubbornness to find my own route or 
demanded to know where I was going without entrusting my future to 
God. As my trust has grown, I’ve found shalom (wholeness, peace) in 
laying down the worries and cares of trying to make everything come 
out right—that’s a job for God. I’ve begun to learn that the journey 
itself is important to shaping my life and helping me desire his ways and 
will. 
 
From his vast store of contingencies and strategies, God directs and 
redirects—always toward his great and perfect and unchanging will—
that someday, we will see him face to face; we will know fully just as we 
have been fully known (1 Cor. 13:12). God can use even wrong turns to 
shape your heart and will. Perhaps it’s time to forgive yourself and get 
back on the journey. 
 
The final dangerous prayer this morning is Lord, Disturb Me 
To close I’d like to share one last thought from Greg it came from my 
devotional readings on January 7th. If you were paying attention 
January 6 through 10th were troubling days here in our country and I 
fear, it’s not quite over yet. I had so many questions for the Holy Spirit 
on how I should be praying.  
 
This is what he said on this particular day in my life history. 
“What we pray about is important. But not only is it important, but it’s 
also revealing.  
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The content of our prayers tells us more about us and our relationship 
with God than most people might imagine. What we pray for reflects 
what we believe about God. If most of our prayers are for ‘ourselves’ or 
‘what matters to us,’ then the content of our prayers communicates 
that we believe, deep down, that God exists primarily for us. 
 
“So, take a moment and do a prayer audit. Think about everything you 
prayed for recently—not your whole lifetime, just the past seven days. 
Take a moment and give it some thought. Do you remember? What did 
you pray about? What did you ask God to do?  
 
“Now answer honestly. If God said yes to every prayer you prayed in 
the last seven days, how would the world be different?  
 
“If your prayers were the normal, safe ones, then maybe you would 
have had a good day, arrived safely, or enjoyed a blessed cheeseburger, 
fries, and Diet Coke. 
 
“For years, if I did a prayer audit, the results would have been dismal. If 
God had done everything over a week’s period that I had asked him to 
do, the world wouldn’t have been much different at all.  
Honestly, some weeks I wouldn’t have prayed for anything. Other 
weeks, I might have prayed, but the prayers were all about me, and 
that doesn’t change much in the grand scheme of things. 
My prayers were too safe.” 
 
You see I knew in my head, but it rarely got into my prayer life, that I 
had access to the Creator and Sustainer of the universe. The Great I 
Am. The Alpha and the Omega. The Beginning and the End.  
The all-powerful, ever-present, all-knowing God who can send fire from 
heaven, shut the mouths of hungry lions, or calm a raging storm. And 
all I asked him to do was keep me safe and help me have a good day. 
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For years, I never wanted to be interrupted. But after praying more 
dangerous prayers, I discovered that God’s gentle promptings would 
regularly interrupt my self-centered plans and he would direct me 
toward his eternal will. 
My faith is stronger. My life is richer. My heart is fuller. 
 
Greg goes on “Think about what could be different if you prayed with 
more transparency. If you risked more. If you were more open to what 
God might do in you instead of just hoping he will do something for 
you. What if you prayed bolder prayers? Dreamed bigger? Recklessly 
pursued Jesus with daring, self-abandoned faith?”i 
 
I ask you, is it time to change the way you pray? Is it time to abandon 
safe, comfortable, predictable, and easy-to-pray prayers? Is it time to 
pray with courage, to risk, to open yourself up to a different path to a 
better destination? Is it time to start praying dangerous prayers? Is it 
time to be disturbed? I can’t answer that for you, you have to answer 
that yourselves. 
 
If you truly want to make a difference on earth, you need power from 
heaven. If you want to change your world, it’s time to pray big, bold, 
audacious prayers. But remember Paul’s words to the Hebrews 
“without faith, it’s impossible to please God.” (Hebrews 1:6) 
What are you waiting for? 
 
When you go home today I encourage you to make a list, maybe write 
it on the sermon notes or make a memo on your phone, listing all the 
different things you asked God to do in the last week, or month if your 
memory is that good. (I can’t remember what we talked about 
yesterday most times let alone a week or a month.) Look the list over 
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and answer honestly. If God said yes to every prayer you prayed in the 
last seven days, how would the world be different?  
 
Again, I say if you truly want to make a difference on earth, you need 
power from heaven. If you want to change your world, it’s time to pray 
big, bold, audacious prayers.  
Seek God and dream big. Refuse to fear failure. It’s time to boldly go 
out. To trust. To dare. To believe. Your life won’t always feel safe or be 
safe for that matter. And it will take faith. But I promise you in the end 
it will turn out amazing.  
 
 
 
 

 
i https://my.bible.com/users/robochef/reading-plans/18063-dangerous-prayers/subscription/573772439/day/7/segment/0 


