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“3 Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever 

is good, 2 to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to be gentle toward everyone. 

3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and 

pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But when the kindness 

and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but 

because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom 

he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his 

grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 8 This is a trustworthy saying. And I want 

you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to 

doing what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.” (Titus 3:1-8) 

16 “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as 

doves. 17 Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the 

synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and 

to the Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that 

time you will be given what to say, 20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father 

speaking through you. 

21 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their parents 

and have them put to death. 22 You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands 

firm to the end will be saved. 23 When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. Truly I tell you, 

you will not finish going through the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.” (Matthew 10:16-23) 

 

Get ready! 

When I was 12 years old I went to Cedar Point for the first time. Most of you probably know what that 

is, but in case you don’t, it’s an amusement park about an hour’s drive from Toledo, where I grew up. I 

was excited about going, but I had no idea what I was in for. I’d grown up with rides at the county fair, 

and I’d gone from being scared of them when I was little to being enamored with them when I was 12. 

Going farther, faster, higher…it was all important to me.  

I’ll never forget my first rollercoaster: the Blue Streak. It was a good one to start out on because it 

wasn’t too steep and and it wasn’t that fast. And it prepared me for what was next: The Iron Dragon. It 

was the first roller coaster without a bottom. You were harnessed and buckled in your seat but your feet 

hung beneath you. These days, that’s a pretty common kind of coaster, but not back then, and certainly 

not for a roller coaster newbie like me. I was with my best friend at the time, Jon, and because of that, 

there was no way I could say no and seem like I was weak. He was ready to go, so I had to be.  

I didn’t shake as I was buckled into the ride, but I’m surprised I didn’t. There were puffs of smoke coming 

out of a large dragon’s nose that blew on passengers as they flew by. I could hear their screams. I’d 

never experienced anything like this before, and I knew it was going to be amazing and terrifying all at 



once. But once the ride began I let that all go and just enjoyed it. It was a tremendous experience that 

I’ll never forget, and it’s still my favorite rollercoaster memory, even though I’ve ridden all kinds of rides 

since then. But in that moment, at the beginning, I had to ask myself, “what was I in for? What had I 

gotten myself into?” 

Have you ever felt that way about Jesus? Whether you were raised in the church, or came to know who 

Jesus is later in life, have you ever read the gospels and thought, “can I do this? Can I be like Jesus?” In 

our video today, that’s really the central question: can I invite someone to go to church, in other words, 

am I up to the task of doing things that God asks me to do. Because on the one hand, we have this great 

grace of God which covers our sin. And on the other hand there are expectations of believers to follow 

God as he leads them. And that can be a pretty crazy ride.  

Consider the major players in the Old and New Testament. There were people like Joseph, who went 

from a slave to the second in power behind a king. The prophets who spoke truth to the upper echelons 

of power, while themselves holding no earthly power of their own. John the Baptist, who preached in 

the desert and was beheaded for speaking out against Herod Antipas. We know that Peter and Paul 

both traveled extensively to preach the gospel, and there were various people in the early church either 

being imprisoned or killed.  

Jesus lets us know that nobody who believes is necessarily in for a smooth ride. In Matthew chapter 10, 

Jesus sends out the 12 disciples. This was our gospel reading this morning. And in that chapter he warns 

them what’s coming. Let’s break that down so we can know what it could possibly mean to follow Jesus: 

16 “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves.” Stop right there. Already I don’t like it. I mean, 

that’s bad, sheep among wolves? Wolves attack sheep the last I checked. They attack them and they 

don’t give up. But at least I know, right? Because what he says next is the antidote to that: “Therefore be 

as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.” So be smart about what you do. Be innocent. Be kind. 

Make wise choices that don’t put you in precarious positions. Then he tells them to “Be on your guard; 

you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the synagogues.” Get ready, because 

you’re going to be physically hurt. Now here’s where some of us might be inclined to get off the ride. It’s 

one thing to hear a metaphor about how people might speak to you or treat you, it’s another to get 

specific about exactly the kind of physical treatment you’re going to receive. And just so we’re all clear 

about what flogging was, flogging is infliction of punishment by dealing blows or whipping. And not just 

one person doing it at a time, either. It could be a bunch of people doing it at the same time. So, is that 

enough to get you to say, “Jane, stop this crazy thing called Christianity!” or do you go on?  

Then Jesus tells them that “18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as 

witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or 

how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit 

of your Father speaking through you.” So, if I’m one of the disciples, I’m thinking at that point, I’m going 

out to people who might be hostile to what I have to say to them because it’s controversial. They might 

beat me. I’m probably going to be arrested, and I have to rely on this thing called the Spirit, which is new 

to me, to say the right thing.  

And if that isn’t enough, Jesus says that “you will be hated by everyone because of me”. Let me ask you, 

if someone had presented Christianity to you in this way in the very beginning, from the first time you’d 

heard about following Jesus, without any other context, would you sign up? Would you say, “Yep, that’s 

for me. I love punishment. Can’t wait. Sounds like just the thing I’ve been looking for.”  



And you know what’s even crazier? They did it! They went out and did all the things that Jesus told them 

to do and inevitably experienced everything he told them would happen. They signed up. They got on 

the ride. What on earth were they thinking? 

Let’s flip the coin over to answer that question. What would possibly make a man or a woman dive right 

in for a life such as this? 

Well, for these men it goes all the way back to what they had learned from the Old Testament. They 

knew that God was a God of real promises that were always kept. And they also knew that this new way 

of following God was real, was tangible. They had seen Jesus do amazing things. They had read passages 

like Psalm 16: “my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices, my body also will rest in hope, 27 because you 

will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, you will not let your holy one see decay.” So they knew 

that this world’s death was not final. Paul in Acts 24 says much the same thing in his defense before 

Felix: “I admit that I worship the God of our ancestors as a follower of the Way, which they call a sect. I 

believe everything that is in accordance with the Law and that is written in the Prophets, 15 and I have 

the same hope in God as these men themselves have, that there will be a resurrection of both the 

righteous and the wicked.” 

They had a hope in something greater, something that this world couldn’t offer. So this world could 

throw whatever it had at them, and they’d still be able to stand because this was not where the ultimate 

power lay. It had no real control over them.  

So my question for you today, is, how is your hope doing? How is your hope doing? Can it withstand the 

curves, hills and loops of the roller coaster? I ask this because I want you to know that, in this life, it may 

not get easier. I want you to know that it’s always possible that something will come to shake your very 

foundation. I almost guarantee it. Not to be pessimistic, but to be honest. So when the storms come, as 

they inevitably will, how do we safeguard against that? How do we still do the things that Jesus told us 

to do? 

One time I was teaching out of a book called “Your God is Too Safe”. It’s a great book, and it’s all about 

the disciples and how their journeys were tough to say the least. God doesn’t give us worldly safety, the 

author was quick to point out, which is true and if you look at the world you can see that it isn’t a safe 

place whether or not you’re a Christian. And being a believer can actually make it less safe. I had 

someone come up to me after the class, and take issue with what I had said. “I don’t like the idea of God 

not being safe, especially for my kids. God protects and watches over them.” I replied, “Yes, that’s true, 

but that doesn’t mean they are totally safe from worldly harm. God is safe where it counts, in the 

spiritual realm, in eternity. That’s where safety matters most, far more than in this world which will pass 

away.” I could tell that this person didn’t exactly like my answer, but I would give the same answer 

today. God, from a worldly perspective, isn’t safe. If you’re expecting that, you will be disappointed. But 

if you want a sure bet from an eternal perspective, God is the one you want. Every. Single. Time.  

In John 16, Jesus has just finished giving a talk to the disciples. It’s not quite what you’d call a pep talk. In 

fact, it’s kind of a downer, at least on the surface. He tells them that he’s leaving soon and that he’s 

going to send the counselor, the Holy Spirit, in his stead. He then tells them things like, people will try to 

kill you because they think they’re doing God a favor. He tells them that they will weep and mourn while 

the world rejoices. He tells them that they’ll all be scattered, and that they’ll leave him all alone. It’s 

depressing stuff. But then he tells them why he’s said all this: 33 “I have told you these things, so that in 



me you may have peace.” Wait. This is your pep talk? This is what you’re telling us so that we can have 

peace? Sounds like the opposite. There’s no peace in any of that from what we can discern. And if you 

stop there, it sounds bad. But then he continues, “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I 

have overcome the world.” I have overcome the world. I’ve taken care of it. All of this stuff you’re going 

to experience? I’ve overcome it. It’s not nearly as big a deal as it might seem in here and now, because 

in the hereafter it won’t matter. It won’t even exist.  

So I ask once again, how is your hope doing? Because you have a reason to hope. You see, the bible tells 

us that Christians don’t live like people who have no hope precisely because Jesus has overcome all the 

stuff of the world. We may not see it all happening now. We might be impatient to experience this new 

world in all its glory. But I want to encourage you that you have the best reason to hope this morning if 

you have a relationship with Jesus Christ. So while following Jesus can get bumpy, can be difficult, can be 

like a rollercoaster ride with the floor pulled out from under you, it is also the opposite of hopelessness.  

And it’s because of this hope that we can keep going, keep doing the things that God has instructed us in 

this word to do. Again, if you’ve ever asked the question, “Can I do this? Can I live this life? Am I up to 

it?” I’ll tell you something that you already know, that you alone are not up to it. But Jesus, and the hope 

that we have in him, is. Jesus is up to the task set before you.  

Not to get too wordy, but I hope that your hope is doing well. But if it’s not, don’t just leave it at that. 

Talk to someone about it. Ask for prayers about it. Allow yourself to be encouraged by your fellow 

brothers and sisters in Christ. And if you don’t know Christ, have a conversation today about Him with 

someone who does. Don’t let the world steal your hope. After all, hope in Christ is really all we truly 

have. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  


