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Isiah 53:7-12,  
 
He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word. 
He was led like a lamb to the slaughter. 
And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. 
Unjustly condemned, he was led away. No one cared that he died without 
descendants, that his life was cut short in midstream. But he was struck 
down for the rebellion of my people. He had done no wrong and had never 
deceived anyone. But he was buried like a criminal; he was put in a rich 
man’s grave. But it was the Lord’s good plan to crush him and cause him 
grief. Yet when his life is made an offering for sin, he will have many 
descendants. He will enjoy a long life, and the Lord’s good plan will prosper 
in his hands. When he sees all that is accomplished by his anguish, 
he will be satisfied. And because of his experience, my righteous servant 
will make it possible for many to be counted righteous, for he will bear all 
their sins. I will give him the honors of a victorious soldier, because he 
exposed himself to death. He was counted among the rebels. He bore the 
sins of many and interceded for rebels. 
 
John 3:16-21,  
“For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. God sent 
his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save the world 
through him. “There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. 
But anyone who does not believe in him has already been judged for not 
believing in God’s one and only Son. 
 
John 1: 1-18  
In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. He existed in the beginning with God. 
God created everything through him, and nothing was created except 
through him. The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life 
brought light to everyone. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it. 
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God sent a man, John the Baptist, to tell about the light so that everyone 
might believe because of his testimony. John himself was not the light; he 
was simply a witness to tell about the light. The one who is the true light, 
who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 
 
He came into the very world he created, but the world didn’t recognize 
him. He came to his own people, and even they rejected him. But to all who 
believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of 
God. They are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from human 
passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God. 
 
So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of 
unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the 
Father’s one and only Son. 
John testified about him when he shouted to the crowds, “This is the one I 
was talking about when I said, ‘Someone is coming after me who is far 
greater than I am, for he existed long before me.’” 
 
From his abundance we have all received one gracious blessing after 
another. For the law was given through Moses, but God’s unfailing love and 
faithfulness came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. But the 
unique One, who is himself God, is near to the Father’s heart. He has 
revealed God to us. 
 

The Wonder of Love  
 
We have been so busy running the race of life; we have gotten so good at 
measuring ourselves and others that (I think at times) we have forgotten 
what it means to be loved.  What might it look like to ponder the miracle of 
unconditional love for others and allow ourselves to be loved 
unconditionally by God? Let me share a few thoughts. 
 
Last year I shared with the church an interesting conversation I had with a 
dear friend of mine from Tustin, MI. We were discussing how it seemed the 
church was under attack in the 21st century, like we hadn’t seen since 
Germany in the run up to the 2nd World War.  
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As we were discussing this, my friend Sarah mentioned she believed it was 
due to the fact that the church was unifying like never before. While the 
world and our country was being torn apart by division, the church was 
standing strong and united. My friend pointed out she felt the attacks were 
spiritual warfare. While we were divided and fighting each other over our 
petty squabbles the Devil didn’t fear the church. But as we were unified, he 
was greatly afraid of what the Bride of Christ would accomplish in the last 
days before the great wedding feast. Again, he lashed out with the tools of 
not only division but of demonization, it even crept into the church.  
 
In February of 2020 we were confronted with a worldwide pandemic with 
ever changing information, opinions and decisions driven by political 
ideology. The effort to shut down speech and debate that didn’t follow the 
“correct or approved” line of thinking or talking points, went into overdrive 
and continues to grow to this very day. This past November we experienced 
one of the most contentious political and ideological fights of my lifetime. 
Let’s not forget all the unrest in our cities that started once again this past 
spring and is still simmering just under the surface.  
 
It’s sad to say but families all over the world, our country and even in the 
church are fractured and hurting. The wounds haven’t even had a chance to 
heal and become scars. I’m not up here this morning to call you out, I’m not 
here to tell you to suck it up, call you to unity or even repent. I’m here this 
morning to draw your attention to the wonder of unconditional love. What 
might it look like to ponder the miracle of unconditional love for others and 
allow ourselves to be loved by God unconditionally?  
 
1st thought is Love like you mean it 
 
Friends we need to love like we mean it. Not love if the other person 
repents or says they’re sorry.  
Not to love because we feel we were right and they were wrong. But to 
love like Jesus first loved us. In John 3 we read “God sent his Son into the 
world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him. There is 
no judgment against anyone who believes in him.” Did you hear that? 
“There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him.” Remember 
what we heard in Isaiah 53? “He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he 
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never said a word. He was led like a lamb to the slaughter. And as a sheep is 
silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. 
Unjustly condemned, he was led away. No one cared that he died without 
descendants, that his life was cut short in midstream. But he was struck 
down for the rebellion of my people. He had done no wrong and had never 
deceived anyone. 
But he was buried like a criminal.” We may feel like we were wronged, we 
may feel that we are owed an apology or even revenge. My friends, if Jesus 
isn’t seeking revenge or going to judge anyone who believes in him, why in 
the world do we think we get to? Let’s reunify our friends, our families, our 
churches and our country by loving like we mean it. 
 
The 2nd thought is to Love yourself 
 
Watch this short vintage clip. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PMV0nQItqUs 
 
This clip is an interesting juxtaposition because most Christmas movies 
focus on how we are all running the rat race and have forgotten the 
true meaning of Christmas and in How the Grinch Stole Christmas, 
everyone else but the Grinch has remembered the meaning of Christmas.  
 
When you look at this character from Dr. Seuss we see that one of the 
reasons he was so mean is that his heart was too small. Who is the first 
person we tend to hurt when we live loveless lives? 
 It’s usually ourselves, then quickly followed by those we trust the most. 
Many of us need to learn to love ourselves again. We need to learn to see 
ourselves like God sees us. Now one time I mentioned that I actually heard 
someone gasp, “Oh no, we’d see all the sin in our lives that would be 
horrible.” That’s not what I’m saying. If we are children of God, He doesn’t 
see us like that. He sees us through the merits of Christ. We are seen as 
pure as snow by our loving father. This doesn’t mean we should get a big 
head or think we can get away with anything. Remember Paul’s words in 
Romans 6; “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace 
may abound? God forbid!” But what we need to do is Love ourselves like 
God loves us! So is your heart 3 sizes too small right now? Has it shrunk in 
2020? I know mine has. If you hadn’t noticed, 2020 hasn’t been kind to me. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PMV0nQItqUs
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On the bright side with a little more Norwegian blond in my beard and hair I 
can play Santa Claus again without stealing a pillow or two from the boys. 
We all have things to work on in 2021, but the first step is to see ourselves 
like God sees us and to Love ourselves again. 
 
Finally Love like you want to be loved 
Don’t wait till you feel you have it all together to work on this. Take it from 
someone who knows by experience, self-experience, not just the 
experience of helping others, so there is no judgment here. If you wait till 
you feel you have it all together you will never feel ready to work on this 
last thing. Do you want to be loved? Then love. Do you want to be 
respected? Then show respect. Do you want unity? Then be the unifying 
one. But how do we do this? It’s not in our own strength, I tell you. Back to 
the Grinch.  
Do you remember why he was so amazed that the Whos down in Whoville 
were celebrating Christmas. He was amazed because he didn’t understand 
Christmas. He thought it was all about the ribbons! The tags! The packages, 
boxes and bags!  
Christmas and Advent are so much more than these things. Christmas and 
Advent are more than fond memories triggered by music, shopping or 
twinkling lights. Christmas and Advent are about anticipation, new chances 
and unconditional Love. I touched on this in my opening. If we love others 
like we want to be loved, we will offer forgiveness before apologies or 
repentance is even considered. If we love others like we want to be loved, 
we will seek out those who are hurting and let them know even if we can’t 
agree on the petty things of this world (CoVID, worldviews, elections, 
finances, social media and so on). Yes, I know these seem big here and now 
but in the eternal perspective they are here today and gone tomorrow.  
 
We don’t all look alike, we don’t all have the same experiences, gifts, 
talents and abilities, so then how can we expect everyone to think alike? I 
really encourage you to take up Pastor Kurt on his challenge he gave us the 
first Sunday of Advent. Find just one positive thing you can find in a person 
or political party that you don’t align with and give them praise in the 
circles you travel. Whether it’s on social media, at a family gathering (in 
person or on zoom) or with friends or coworkers. I can tell you, I haven’t 
always been proud of or agreed with some of the people who occupied the 
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White House as President and I didn’t always pray for them like I should. 
But after hearing a message from a retired pastor friend of mine I made up 
my mind to pray for all our elected officials, not just the ones I approved of, 
and to go out of the way to find at least one thing I could praise them for. 
There was a president in my lifetime that I had absolutely no confidence in 
nor could I support about 90% or more of his policies, but whenever 
someone ask me what I thought of him I would say “I believe he is a good 
family man; he truly seems to love his wife and kids.”  
 
You see, my dear friend felt that in some way he was partly responsible for 
the troubles of President Bill Clinton. He didn’t like the man. In fact he 
openly admitted he despised the man, so he didn’t pray for him. He told me 
that he felt that if he had just taken the time to pray for him a least once a 
week, maybe some of the bad choices he made would have been averted. 
Martin Luther once said to “interpret your neighbors’ actions in the kindest 
of ways.” It’s not always easy, but oh boy does it change how you see the 
world around you. 
 
 If we love others like we want to be loved. We need to be willing to 
publicly proclaim the grace and forgiveness offered by Jesus Christ, that can 
only be realized in an active relationship with Him. Several months back I 
shared about a vlog from the entertainer Penn Gilette. I want to play that 
clip for you now. It’s about 5 min I know that’s a bit longer that I would 
usually use in a message, but I think you need to see the whole thing. Listen 
to his words and feel the passion in his voice. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6md638smQd8 
 
I never thought about it quite this way. “How much do you have to hate 
someone to not tell them about Jesus?” Until I heard this from Penn, I 
thought I was being respectful, or I was being loving by not sharing my 
beliefs, not challenging other’s beliefs or ideas of life, death and eternity. 
This vlog, coupled with the Luther quote, and the message from my pastor 
friend, are three of the biggest things that drive me in my life as a pastor 
and as a Christian today.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6md638smQd8
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We have been so busy running the race of life; we have gotten so good at 
measuring ourselves and others that we have forgotten what it means to 
be loved.  
 
What might it look like if we allowed ourselves to be overwhelmed by the 
Wonders of Advent and invite others into exploring them with us? What 
might it look like to ponder the miracle of unconditional love for others, 
and allow ourselves to be loved unconditionally by God? If we love others 
like we want to be loved. We need to be willing to publicly proclaim the 
wonders of Advent that are realized in Jesus Christ. 
 


