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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
OCTOBER 11, 2020 

9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Youth Director: Brian Phipps 

Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 
 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church livestream 
OCTOBER 11, 2020 

9:30 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                             Rose Ann Sochan 
 
 
OPENING HYMN     “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” p. 52 v. 1-3, 6   The Hymnal
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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
LITANY BASED ON PSALM 25 
 

PASTOR:   In you, Lord my God, 

      I put my trust. I trust in you; 

ALL:    do not let me be put to shame, 

      nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

PASTOR:  No one who hopes in you 

      will ever be put to shame, 

ALL:   but shame will come on those 

      who are treacherous without cause. 

PASTOR:  Show me your ways, Lord, 

      teach me your paths. 

ALL:   Guide me in your truth and teach me, 

      for you are God my Savior, 

      and my hope is in you all day long. 

PASTOR:  We worship you Lord! In the name of the Father, The Son and The Holy  

  Spirit.  

ALL:   Amen  
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SONGS OF PRAISE                         “Friend of God” v. 1-2 
 

Who am I that You are mindful of me 
That You hear me when I call 
Is it true that You are thinking of me 
How You love me it's amazing 
 
I am a friend of God 
I am a friend of God 
I am a friend of God 
He calls me friend 
(Repeat) 
 
Who am I that You are mindful of me 
That You hear me when I call 
Is it true that You are thinking of me 
How You love me 
It's amazing 
 
God almighty 
Lord of glory 
You have called me friend 
(Repeat Bridge 4x) 
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SONGS OF PRAISE                         “Forever Reign ” v. 1-2 
 

You are good, You are good, when there's nothing good 
in me 
You are love, You are love, on display for all to see 
You are light, You are light, when the darkness closes in 
You are hope, You are hope, you have covered all my sin 
 
You are peace, You are peace, when my fear is crippling 
You are true, You are true, even in my wandering 
You are joy, You are joy, you're the reason that I sing 
You are life, You are life, in You death has lost its sting 
 
I'm running to Your arms, I'm running to Your arms 
The riches of Your love, Will always be enough 
Nothing compares to Your embrace 
Light of the world forever reign 
 
You are more, You are more, than my words will ever say 
You are Lord, You are Lord, all creation will proclaim 
You are here, You are here, in Your presence I'm made 
whole 
You are God, You are God, of all else I'm letting go 
 
My heart will sing no other Name 
Jesus, Jesus (x4) 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  

  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is 
known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and re-
store me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven. 
We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  Amen.  

 
THE OFFERING                                                                          Rose Ann Sochan 
Text prayer requests to 815-483-1814 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                      Audra Spielman 
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OUR FIRST EPISTLE READING 
Ephesians 2:10 
Reader: Doug Potts  
 
10 

For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do 
the good things he planned for us long ago.  
 
OUR SECOND EPISTLE READING 
Romans 12:9-21   
 
9 
Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to 

what is good. 
10 

Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring 
each other. 

11
 Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically. 

12
 Rejoice 

in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying. 
13

 When God’s people 
are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to practice hospitality. 
14

 Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray that God will bless them. 
15

 Be 
happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep. 

16
 Live in harmony 

with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary people. And 
don’t think you know it all! 
17

 Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that everyone can see you 
are honorable. 

18
 Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone. 

19
 Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the 

Scriptures say, 
“I will take revenge; 
    I will pay them back,” 
    says the Lord. 
20

 Instead, 
“If your enemies are hungry, feed them. 
    If they are thirsty, give them something to drink. 
In doing this, you will heap 
    burning coals of shame on their heads.” 
21

 Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good. 
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 MESSAGE          “Street Level”  
                            By Pastor David Stier 
                           (Copies of this sermon and  
    others can be found online  
     at mlcjoliet.org)   
 
 
 
WORSHIP SONG      “My Faith Has Found a Resting Place” p. 405  v. 1 & 2 
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 WORDS OF FAITH                                                       The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He 
rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
      
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                             
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this holy 
meal and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith 
within our hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy 
presence. Melt us, mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
THE BENEDICTION 
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CLOSING HYMN       “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” p. 344   1-4 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                           Rose Ann Sochan   
God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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MLC NEWS 

 
CONFIRMATION 

On September 27, there was a confirmation ceremony at the 11 am service. Those who 
confirmed their faith were:  Morgan Maser, Emily Poole. Ethan Cariveau, Grace 

Holmgren, Rachel Holmgren, Myka Hoover, Aidan Bowman, Andrew Wiley, Maddie 
Collins, Gia Bavone, Addison Petrinos, Lauren Potts, Madeleine Belsha, Sam Remus, 

Abby Hall, and Mark Snider. Congratulations to all of these students! 
 

ONLINE GIVING 
Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 

 
1) Follow this link: messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use either 
your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  

3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 
If you need assistance with any of these, please email worship@mlcjoliet.org or call 

the church office at (815) 741-4488. 
 

FYI, automatic bank withdrawal via the Church Center app is the least expensive meth-
od for the church to process giving payments electronically, but everyone is welcome 
to use any of the preceding methods.  Of course, you can always mail your giving to 

40 Houbolt Rd., Joliet, IL 60431. 
 

ONLINE CONNECTION CARD 
We have an online connection card for people to interact with MLC, as well as show 

their attendance at all three services. It helps us keep track of who’s attending/
watching, and it helps us to stay aware of the needs of the church. Just go to bit.ly/

MLCConnect. 
 

OUTDOOR/INDOOR SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 
As you might imagine, our worship services will be changing along with the weather. 

We are aiming for a date of October 18th to begin holding all three of our Sunday ser-
vices inside in the sanctuary. We are also planning on streaming the 8 am traditional 

service as well as the 9:30 am service beginning on this date. Because of the limitation 
of seating to seventy people per service, reservations should be made for the service 

you would like to attend. If you’d like a standing reservation at one of the services, call 
the office or email Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org and we will put you on the standing 

reservation list.   
 

PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH 
October is Pastor Appreciation Month. Encourage our pastors by sending them a note 
of encouragement or saying a kind word. They work hard for us. Let them know they 

are appreciated! 
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OCTOBER/NOVEMBER SERMON SERIES 
There are so many wonderful and positive promises made by our God in the Bible. This 

sermon series, called “Uplift”, will focus on the wonderful promises God has made to all of 
us upon which we can always rely.  

 
NEW BOARD DIRECTORS 

We have two new board directors. Mike Brown will be serving at the head of the Evange-
lism board, and Aimee Gipes will be serving as the interim Christian Education board head. 

Please be in prayer for these two individuals as they take on these ministries. 

 
GET INVOLVED 

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER 

Because of Covid-19, Daybreak Shelter is now doing boxed dinners. We will be packaging 
those boxes today after 11 am service, and boxing and delivering them on Monday, Octo-

ber 12 by 4 pm. To fill the boxes, we need donations of whole fruit, chips, homemade 
cookies and two five pound containers of potato salad. Please bring all items by Friday, 

October 9 at 5 pm. Call the church office or sign up in the church narthex to let us know if 
you’ll be helping at one or both of these opportunities.   

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD BOXES 
We plan on doing shoe boxes for Samaritan's Purse again this year. The only difference is 

we plan to distribute the shoe boxes earlier in order to give you more time to fill them out.  
Boxes will be available October 1 and will be due back November 22nd. You can pick up 

and drop off the boxes in our container by door 13 (the door by the offices) any time dur-
ing office hours. Any questions, please call Donna Stier or the church office.  

 
MLC NEEDS 

 
 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

If you’re interested in working in any of these ministries, please contact the church office at 
worship@mlcjoliet.org.  

Greeters: People will have different questions about safety, and you can be the one to as-
sure them and thank them for making worship a priority.   

          Ushers: There is less to do during the service, but helping people find the right place 
to sit has never been so important.    

          Tech Team: We now have three important jobs in the tech arena: We need three 
people each Sunday to take care of sound, displays and cameras.           

Altar Guild: Working behind the scenes to make sure the Altar and communion elements 
are ready for worship.  

           
QUILTERS NEEDS 
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Quilters are in need of any size sheets. Please be sure they are without rips, tears 
or stains. There is a basket in the narthex to put them. Thank you.  

 
MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
AWANA (starting October 14) 

It’s going to look a little different, but the goal of teaching children the word of 
God and training them to serve Him will remain.   
 What:   Virtual Awana, with weekly releases including worship time,  
 group lessons and bible verse memorization.   
 Meeting:  We’ll gather together occasionally to allow for some fun and so     
 cial interaction.  We’ll be sure to meet in a large area and practice social 
 distancing. 
 Who:  Preschool - 6

th
 grade.  You don’t need to have joined Awana to par

 ticipate this year! 
 Get updates:  Join Remind to get the latest Awana updates. To join, simply    
 text @awanamlc to 81010 or go to remind.com/join/awanamlc 

 
RALLY SUNDAY (October 18) 

We’ll be back in the building for all three services, and Sunday school for kinder-
garten through sixth grade will be starting as well. It’s a great time to come back 
to church in the building.  Make your reservation for what service you plan to at-

tend at mlcjoliet.org.  The 8:00 and 9:30 services will be broadcast live as well, 
and there will be overflow in the FLC for those services if we surpass the 70 per-
son threshold. Check out our indoor services FAQ at mlcjoliet.org for more info. 

 
HARVEST FEST (October 31 from noon to 3 pm) 

Come join us for our yearly event of fun, games, and candy for pre-k through 6th 
grade. There will be a carnival with games, candy and prizes, and we’ll have We’ll 
have Trunk or Treat with great fellowship. Kids are encouraged to wear their cos-
tumes. Volunteers will wear gloves and games will be frequently sanitized. Come 

on out for this safe event! 

 
MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school stu-
dents (7th-12th grade) every Sunday. We’ll meet upstairs in the Awana area. 

 
S.A.L.T. (Tuesdays at 6:30 pm) 

Our high school program, S.A.L.T., is in full swing at 6:30 pm. All high school stu-
dents are invited every week for a great time of fellowship, fun and Biblical 

teaching.  
H2H (HEAD TO HEART) (Wednesdays at 6 pm) 
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H2H is in full swing. Be sure to get your 7th and 8th graders involved with our 
Confirmation class.  

 
VAN PURCHASE 

The student ministry is fundraising for a fifteen passenger van to compliment the 
church bus that we have now. Many times, they have events where the bus is not 

enough for the amount of students attending. You can help by participating in 
the “180 Project”. The “180 Project” is a board of envelopes numbered 1 to 150, 
and you choose which number/amount you’d like to donate. The envelopes are 

available in the narthex or you can contact brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org to ask for 
the one you’d like. You can also donate via our giving app or on our giving web-

site at bit.ly/MLCGiving. 
 

EVENTS 

 
PRAYER VIGIL (October 24 from 11 am to 6 pm) 

You can come to the sanctuary and pray any time from 11 am to 6 pm, or pray 
using our prayer vigil live stream on Facebook or YouTube. You can submit pray-
er requests on our website now up until the day of in real time during the vigil 

on our website.  
 

PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  
In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for 

more information. 
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Insight has started back up. It’s a great time for study and fellowship. Parents, 

you can bring your children and there are two options for them: a busy bag will 
be provided and they can stay with you, or they can go to room 101 where there 
will be videos and they will be supervised. The topics and teachers for September 

and October are: 
 

October 11: Jim Ortinau - "Seemingly Unanswered Prayers" 
October 18: Jim Ortinau - "Seemingly Unanswered Prayers, part 2" 

October 25: Doug Potts - "Spiritual Gifts" (I Corinthians 12) 

 
COMMUNITY RESOURCES 

 
MENTAL HEALTH HOTLINES 

Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS): 800-889-3931 
National Domestic Hotline: 800-799-7233 or 800-787-3224 

Disaster Distress Helpline for Mental Health: 800-985-5990 or text 66746 
Substance Abuse Mental Health Service Administration: samhsa.gov 

Center for Disease Control: cdc.gov 
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 STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

 
Colossians 3:23-24   

Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from 
the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord 

Christ. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
If you would like to purchase altar flowers, please call the church office or sign up 

in the church narthex.  
 

THANK YOU 
A huge thanks to everyone who helped spread mulch yesterday.  If you want to get 
more involved with the grounds next Spring let us know. We have great team to be 

a part of.   
 

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

WEEK OF OCTOBER 4 
8:00 am: 45 
9:30 am: 48 

9:30 am (online):  337 views 
11:00 am: 46 
Insight: 14 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

 

2020 BUDGET 

 
*Yearly Operating Budget:  $684,388 
Average Need Each Week: $13,161 

Received last week: $17,687 
Received year-to-date: $466,338 
Needed year-to-date:  $526,920 

 
* Amended 5/1/20 with Pastoral Position’s Adjustment 

  

Youth Van Fundraiser: $3,554 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (October 11) 
8 am Outdoor Worship 

9:30 am Indoor/Online Worship 
9:30 am MH & HS Sunday School 

9:30 Insight 
11 am Outdoor worship 
MONDAY (October 12) 

8 am Cornerstone Homeschool 
TUESDAY (October 13) 

6:30 pm S.A.L.T. 
WEDNESDAY (October 14) 

8 am Classic Conversations Homeschool 
6:15 pm H2H 

THURSDAY (October 15) 
10 am Prayer Group 

11:30 am Staff Meeting 
FRIDAY (October 16) 

6 pm Worship Team Rehearsal 
SATURDAY (October 17) 

N/A 
NEXT SUNDAY (October 18) 

8:00 Indoor Worship 
9:30 am Indoor/Online Worship 

9:30 K-6 Sunday School 
9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 
9:30 am Insight Adult Bible Study 

11 am Indoor Worship 


