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Call To Worship-Worship Team 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Welcome/Announcements 

 

Worship Through Songs 

 

Worship Through Confession & Giving 

        

Children’s Message 

Brian Phipps 

 

Worship Through Hearing God’s Word 

 

 Message: 

“Gratitude 2: Eternal Perspective” 

by Pastor Kurt Hoover 

 

Worship Through Song 

 

Worship Through Prayers of Intercession 

 

Worship Through Communion 

 

Worship Through the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Benediction/Closing Song 

WORSHIP TODAY 
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TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 

OUR FIRST GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 16:1-11 

Reader: Donna Stier 

 

Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting 

his possessions. 
2
 So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? 

Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’ 
3
 

“The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. 

I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 
4
 I know what I’ll do so that, 

when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’ 
5
 “So he called in 

each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my mas-

ter?’ 
6
 “‘Nine hundred gallons[a] of olive oil,’ he replied. “The manager told him, ‘Take 

your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and fifty.’ 
7
 “Then he asked the 

second, ‘And how much do you owe?’ 

“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied. “He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it 

eight hundred.’ 
8
 “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had act-

ed shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own 

kind than are the people of the light. 
9
 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for 

yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.
10

 

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is 

dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 
11

 So if you have not been 

trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 

 

OUR SECOND GOSPEL LESSON: John 12:1-8 

 

Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus 

had raised from the dead. Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, 

while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. Then Mary took about a 

pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet 

with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But one of his 

disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, “Why wasn’t this per-

fume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” He did not 

say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the 

money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. “Leave her alone,” Jesus 

replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. You 

will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THANK YOU: Dear Friends, thank you so much for the love that you showed me and 

our family last Sunday. The retirement dinner was delicious and well planned. The 

Scandinavian treats were made with love. The humor and affection expressed by those 

who spoke meant so much. I love the choir anthem "He Leaves". The congregation's gift 

to us was so generous. Thank you for the many cards and personal gifts too. I won't 

forget that so many were able to come to the dinner. Your friendship, love and faith 

gave us a wonderful place to raise our family.  I am so glad that Karen and I are able 

to remain at Messiah as members. We love you and Jesus loves you.  

 

Pastor Dave and Karen Nygard 

 

OUR PRAYER HOUR ON THURSDAY MORNING AT 10:00 A.M. IS INFORMAL, HEART-

FELT AND FOR YOU! We pray for the prayer requests that we receive on Sunday and 

for any needs of our community and families. All of us are beginners when it comes to 

prayer. You can do it. This is for people of all ages. We even let PD2 lead it! 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS: Today’s altar flowers are provided by Bob and Donna Robertson in 

celebration of their 57th anniversary. If you would like to purchase altar flowers for a 

particular Sunday, sign up in the narthex hallway. Note that the sign up area has 

moved to the west wall. 

 

INSIGHT (Adult Sunday School): There are three choices today: First, there is a study 

called “Walking With God in the Desert” in the Fellowship Hall. In the Gathering 

House, they will continue their study on the book of Matthew, and in Mosaic, our 18-29 

class, they will be discussing Emotionally Healthy Spirituality by Peter Scazzero. Check 

one of these classes out today! 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM HELP NEEDED! Sherri Unyi has put the program togeth-

er, but she is having surgery and needs help coordinating the Christmas program.  She 

has selected the music and program.  We now need a few adults to supervise various 

components of the program: costume coordinator and soundboard operator for re-

hearsal and performance We will need assistance setting up in the FLC on Friday, De-

cember 13, and also with the program rehearsal Saturday, December 14, from 9:00 

a.m. until about noon. (It may not go that long.)  The program is on Sunday, December 

15, at 4:00 p.m. Please consider assisting this year.  If you are interested, please con-

tact Jeff Holmes at jpholmes44@yahoo.com/779-279-7151 or Chris Hoelscher at 

cvb72@aol.com/630-207-3437. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THANKSGIVING BOXES: For those of you who fill a box at Thanksgiving time for the 

needy, be advised the boxes will be available in November.  Thank you for having a 

heart for others in need. 

 

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY LIVESTREAM: You may know that we host Financial 

Peace University’s several-week class a few times a year. But did you also know that we 

are hosting a free livestream of Financial Peace Live, a one night only event on Novem-

ber 20 at 7:45 pm? If you’re tired of worrying about money and want to begin the pro-

cess of living debt-free, visit fpu.com/1100946 to sign up for this event.  

 

CHRISTIAN SERVICE SCHOLARSHIP: The next deadline for those wishing to be consid-

ered for a Christian Service Scholarship is November 30. The Stewardship budget in-

cludes a line-item to support those going on to spread the message of the Gospel 

through higher education directly related to Christian ministry and missionary endeav-

ors. Applications are available in the church office and applicants are encouraged to 

apply. Those applicants with a significant connection with MLC will be given preference. 

Please contact Doug Potts for more information at 815-370-6470 or doug-

potts03@gmail.com.   

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: November 24 is the last possible day to turn in the 

shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse.  

 

NOVEMBER WORK PROJECTS: Every month we are highlighting a list of work projects 

every month that need completed. The projects range from easy to difficult. If you are 

interested in taking on one of these projects, please contact Lloyd Evans at wor-

ship@mlcjoliet.org. The projects for this month are: 

 

Pull staples in upstairs floor of Gathering House 

Dismantle picnic tables on south side of building 

Tighten screws on chairs and hymnal holders in sanctuary 

Install blinds and quarter round on west end 2nd floor windows 

 

THRIVENT: The Thrivent Choice Deposit for November was $204.00.  Thank you for 

choosing to donate your Thrivent choice dollars to Messiah!  Also, If you shop on Ama-

zon, consider signing up for Amazon Smile and designate Messiah Lutheran Church for 

your donation. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THANKSGIVING BOXES: For those of you who fill a box at Thanksgiving time for the 

needy, be advised the boxes are available now. See newsletter online for details.  In 2018 

we distributed twenty food baskets; let’s see what we can do in 2019. If you are in need, or 

know a person or family in need of a basket, please contact Pr. Kurt Hoover at  

pastor.hoover@mlcjoliet.org.  Please fill and return to Messiah by November 17, 2019  

Volunteers are needed for delivery on Saturday November 23, 2019 from 9 am – 11 am. 

If you can help please contact Doug Potts, 815-370-6470, or email doug-

potts03@gmail.com   

 

Contents For Food Baskets: Fruit Punch or Hi-C (2 cans/bottles), 2lb bag of macaroni/

pasta (1 pkg.), Beef Stew (2 cans), Saltines/Crackers (1 box), Yams (1 can), Jello (3 boxes), 

Jelly (1 jar), Chicken Noodle Soup (2 cans), Vegetable Soup (2 cans), Cream of Mushroom 

Soup (2 cans), Tomato Soup (2 cans), Fruit Cocktail (2 cans).  

 

GIVING TUESDAY: Tuesday, December 3- Geneva, IL  (9:00 - 11:30 AM and 1:00 - 3:30 

PM) Give Back On Giving Tuesday! Thrivent members and friends are invited to join us for 

morning (9:00 - 11:30 AM) and afternoon (1:00 - 3:30 PM) volunteer shifts at Northern 

Illinois Food Bank. This event will include food, fun, and fundraising for a great cause. To-

gether we will help feed our hungry neighbors! https://thriventgivingtuesday.eventbrite.com 

 

GIVE TODAY! 

For every $2 raised from members, Thrivent will donate an additional $1 up to $20,000 

total in support of funds raised for Northern Illinois Food Bank and Lutheran Outdoor Min-

istries Center. Visit each mission's giving page below to learn more and donate today! 

 

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Center 

https://thrivent.cotribute.co/events/323493/detail 

 

Northern Illinois Food Bank 

https://thrivent.cotribute.co/events/323490/detail 

 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION: Saturday, December 14 – Geneva, IL (9:00 AM - 11:30 AM) 

Join your local Thrivent team and community for a Christmas celebration, charity drive, 

and breakfast with Santa. This gathering includes brunch, Christmas activity stations, pho-

tos with Santa, live music, and local charities will be on site so you can kick-off the Season 

of Giving right. We ask all guests to bring toy donations in support of Habitat for Humani-

ty and families in need. 
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FUNDRAISER: Almy Gerstenkorn will be selling slippers on December 1 to benefit the 

Pacific Garden Mission. There mission is to help the homeless and less fortunate in Chi-

cago, offering shelter, food, prayer groups and more.  

 

NOTICE: The church office will be closed Thanksgiving Day (November 28) and the fol-

lowing day, November 29. 

 

FRIENDSGIVING: Attendees of Insight and Adult Sunday School are invited to the first 

FriendsGiving. Please join us in the Gathering House on Thursday, November 21st at 6 

PM. RSVP to the Church by Tuesday, November 19th and be sure to bring a side dish  

 

 

 

WORSHIP 

8:00- 92 

9:30-113 

11:00- 97 

Total- 302 

 

Sunday School 

Nursery- 8th – 76 

 

Awana- 54 

Wednesday Worship- 21 

 

2019 BUDGET 

Operating Expenses:  $739,802      

Average Need Each Week: $14,227 

Received last week: $8,307 

Received year-to-date: $573,204 

Needed year-to-date: $640,215.00  

 

 “Growing God’s Family” Progress 

(including extension through May 26, 2019) 

Estimate - $2,065,000 

Received - $2,094,469 

STEWARDSHIP & ATTENDANCE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 

Today 

8 & 9:30 am Worship Services 

9:30 am Sunday School 

10:45 Youth Choir Rehearsal 

11 am Family Praise & Worship 

Monday 

8 am Cornerstone Homeschool 

Tuesday 

9 am Quilters 

6:30 pm SALT High School Bible Study 

6:30 pm Ministry Teams Meeting/Boards 

7:30 p.m. PPC meeting 

Wednesday 

8 am Classical Conversations Homeschool 

6:15 pm Head 2 Heart 

6:30 pm Awana 

7:15 pm Worship Service 

Thursday 

10 am Prayer Time 

11 am Staff Meeting 

7:15 pm Sanctuary Choir practice 

Saturday 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 

 

 

ADVENT JOURNEY 

SUNDAY MORNINGS STARTING DEC. 1 
 

What is it that led so many to the life changing experience of Jesus’ Birth? What was their 
path? What path are you on? Join us as we follow the journey of our moving nativity toward 

the Hope of God with us!  
 

Dec. 1 – Herod, Dec. 8 – Mary, Dec. 15 – Joseph , Dec. 22 – The Shepherds  
Dec. 24 – A Child Is Born!, Dec. 29 – Seek Him, Jan. 5 – The Journey Begins 

 


