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On the Move! How to Give God Glory 
(In my daily life like I would at church things) 

by Pastor Kurt Hoover  
 

We conclude our study of the early church in Acts and the calling of the disciples.  The 

needs of the people were not being met by the temple and the organized religion of the 

day.  Jesus addresses this need by sending His disciples out to each community and 

neighborhood encouraging them to invite others into God’s story.  They can have a 

direct relationship with God and the best way to invite others into that relationship is to 

talk about yours.  Thus, the early church really begins to spread through out the world 

when they are forced to leave Jerusalem and other people begin to see and hear about 

this direct relationship with God.   

     
 

1 Chronicles 16:8-11   
Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; 
    make known among the nations what he has done. 
9 Sing to him, sing praise to him; 
    tell of all his wonderful acts. 
10 Glory in his holy name; 
    let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
11 Look to the Lord and his strength; 
    seek his face always. 
 
Matthew 9:35-10:4  35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw 
the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he 
said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are 
few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into 
his harvest field.” 
10 Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to 
drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. 
2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is 
called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his 
brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax 
collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot 
and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 
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Acts 7:51-8:5   51 “You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are 
still uncircumcised. You are just like your ancestors: You always 
resist the Holy Spirit! 52 Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did 
not persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of 
the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered 
him— 53 you who have received the law that was given through 
angels but have not obeyed it.” 
54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were 
furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy 
Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven 
open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 
57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, 
they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to 
stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. 
59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. 
8 And Saul approved of their killing him. On that day a great 
persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except 
the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly 
men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. 3 But Saul began to 
destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both 
men and women and put them in prison. 4 Those who had been 
scattered preached the word wherever they went 

 

 

 

‘Those who had been scattered preached the word 
wherever they went’ – Acts 8:4  

 

The Early church grew in the same way God is using you to 

grow the church in this season of house churches.  God forced 

people to interact with each other and people were amazed to 

hear stories from the life of those who had this special 

connection with God through Jesus Christ.  
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There is no shortage of things to talk about this week.  Indeed 

2020 may be one for the history books.  We just got done with 

VBS week.  One of my favorite stories coming out of this week 

was a neighborhood of 3 families who shared the lessons 

together and even had a high schooler shepherding the kids 

through the lessons and activities.  I imagine them running 

around outside making the neighbors wonder what is going on.  

An easy way to have a conversation about God that gives Him 

glory.   

 

There is no shortage of things to talk about … Rioting, Looting 

or better yet the national discussion about the bias against 

people of color that exists in our governments, laws and those 

who enforce them.  I hope we are also talking about how to 

support those who keep the peace.  This is an amazing time to 

put on the experience of others.  Have a conversation with 

someone who grew up with far different experiences then you 

did.  Tell your story.  I will speak for myself - please help me 

understand what it means to not have privilege.   

 

There is plenty to be talking about right now.  Racism, 

violence, legislation, the economy, jobs, equity, oh and we are 

still under quarantine.  There is plenty of finger pointing to go 

around as we all attempt to reopen our lives to a new sense of 

normalcy.  But do the conversations you find yourself stuck in 

… do they give God glory?   

 

This is what I mean by this question.  Are you finding yourself 

having conversations about God, or answered prayers, or 

miracles or what you and others are thankful for … OR are 

the conversations stuck in a cycle of cynicism or judgment?   If 

these conversations are going to take up so much of your time 

and emotional energy lets make them a touch more positive 

and humbler.   
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What does that look like?  Instead of telling people what they 

ought to be doing, or worse yet invoking God into your desire 

to be right… let us ask the deeper question?  Where is God at 

work here?  And then let us point to it.  And in doing so we 

give God the glory.    

 

 

 

The Early church grew in the same way God is using you to 

grow the church in this season of house churches.  The history 

of the early church is fascinating and well documented from 

both sides: Christian historians with a story to tell and Roman 

historians who had little time for religious superstitions.    

 

One of the most compelling stories of the early church comes 

from the second century AD when the Roman Empire was hit 

with two plagues back to back.  Paul persecuted the church 

early first century.  By the 2nd Century there were Christians 

throughout the Roman Empire.  At the beginning of the 4th 

Century Christians are so numerous that the Roman emperor 

is forced to make Christianity the official religion of the 

Roman Empire.       

 

The Romans who were wealthy were experts in social 
distancing! When the plagues arrived, they fled to the 
remote countryside. They left the masses of poor people 
behind to suffer and to die. 
 
The Christians had a different worldview: [Because of 
their Trust in God they were able to set themselves 
aside for the sake of others.]  
This is what believers do. This is who Christians are. 
 
So, as the wealthy fled for the hills, the Roman masses 
suffered from disease. Christians, with a resurrection 
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mindset and eternal perspective, stayed behind to care 
for those who were sick… 
 
When the Roman plagues ended, the wealthy people 
returned to the cities. They were astonished to discover 
what was undeniable: The Christians had stayed and 
prayed, cared and comforted, blessed the sick, and 
buried the dead. … 
 
The result? The wealthy, influential Romans discovered 
that Christians are heroes. Many discovered the real 
Hero, the One who beat death once and for all. The 
Christian Movement was greatly advanced throughout 
the Roman Empire.* 

 
 

The Early church grew in the same way God is using you to 

grow the church in this season of house churches.  God forced 

the people with interesting stories, out into other villages and 

markets and people couldn’t get enough of the stories and 

things they had to talk about.   

 

Imagine you are living in a village outside Jerusalem or in 

Samaria or ancient Greece for that matter and this new group 

of people show up at the market and working along side you in 

the field with these amazing stories about a miracle worker 

and a God who has gone out of His way to make himself 

known… God wants a direct relationship with you!  

  

Stories so much more compelling than the same old riots 

against Roman oppression or debates over who should be the 

next King.  And I imagine the passion and excitement that 

welled up in these people as they told their stories was half of 

the attraction and desire to hear more.  These conversations 

about God from those who first experienced Jesus Christ were 
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viral.  They took the world by storm.  They literally changed 

the world as we know it.   

 

And you have those same stories.  Especially in this time.  

Countless compelling stories of what God is doing in the world 

and the most compelling are when you talk with passion about 

your own experiences.   

 

‘Those who had been scattered preached the word 
wherever they went’ – Acts 8:4  

 

…preached the word wherever they went’ 
 

Are you caught up in the word ‘preach’? This simply means 

they talked about God in a way that gave God glory.  Some of 

them had their logical dispositions, but most of them just 

retold an experience they had.  The things they chose to talk 

about were not cynical, or divisive, political, or complaining… 

they told stories of what they saw God doing in their lives, in 

the world.  What is one thing you can point to right now in this 

season of your life that Gives God glory?   

 

And that voice in your mind that says I don’t have a story, I 

don’t know what to say, this is not for me… Do not listen to it.  

That is not the Voice of God.  God is saying I got this, you got 

this:  

 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask 
the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers 

into his harvest field.” -Matthew 9:37-38 
 

Oh my goodness, I am so excited about this season of change.  

The Harvest is plentiful.  Just about every family in our 

distracted and fast paced western culture has taken 12 steps 

back into simplicity.  We have learned what it means to be 
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bored again, we have stripped our families lives of everything 

but the bare essentials.  Much like the early church we were 

forced to.   

 

We are craving human interaction more than ever before.  

There are countless families, especially those who have put 

worship on the backburner since their youth.  There are 

countless families who are about to pick up an involvement in 

church, placing it at a higher priority then it ever was or could 

have been in their busy lives.   

 

The Harvest is plentiful.  People are yearning to interact with 

people and stories that bring out the best in them, that change 

the world, that bring fulfilment.  We want to talk about what 

matters and what is worth our time and energy.   

 

And lest we forget we don’t need to make this happen.  It is 

God’s harvest it is already upon us and God is asking for 

workers that will point to Him in what we choose to talk about.  

And he has got that too.   

 

You already have a fresh story right now to tell others about 

what God is doing in your life and through the church.   God is 

going to keep giving you stories to share, answered prayers to 

talk about, miracles to point to.    

 

 

I have been asking our leadership and I have been asking you 

to pray for a sign from God.  Please pray that God would 

perform a miracle through us that will change the communities 

we live in and give Him the glory for doing so.  Please pray that 

God would perform a sign so unmistakable in our community 

and in our neighborhoods that people can not help but give 

Him thanks and praise.   
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Please pray for a sign.   

 

I invite you to pray that God would perform a miracle in our 

community that addresses the mental health needs of the 

countless families coming out of isolation and still living in an 

uncertain time for their job and their future.   

 

Please pray that God would rescue even just one unbeliever 

from the grips of depression or anxiety and that they would tell 

the story of their salvation.    

 

Imagine being able to have that miracle to talk about.  Your 

excitement over what you see God doing in this time to care for 

your community.   

 

 

The Harvest is so ready to invest in what matters  

 

What is that thing that God is asking you to point to that Gives 

Him glory?  Let me tell you as a Christian you have stories to 

tell and they are so much more compelling then political 

divides and social media controversies.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Kent R. Hunter | May 7, 2020 | Church Doctor Report, COVID-19   

https://churchdoctorministries.com/author/kent-r-hunter/
https://churchdoctorministries.com/category/church-doctor-report/
https://churchdoctorministries.com/category/covid-19/

