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Mark 1:1-15, This is the Good News about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God. It 
began 2 just as the prophet Isaiah had written: 

“Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
    and he will prepare your way.  
3 He is a voice shouting in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the LORD’s coming! 
    Clear the road for him!’” 

4 This messenger was John the Baptist. He was in the wilderness and preached 
that people should be baptized to show that they had repented of their sins and 
turned to God to be forgiven. 5 All of Judea, including all the people of Jerusalem, 
went out to see and hear John. And when they confessed their sins, he baptized 
them in the Jordan River. 6 His clothes were woven from coarse camel hair, and he 
wore a leather belt around his waist. For food he ate locusts and wild honey. 

7 John announced: “Someone is coming soon who is greater than I am—so much 
greater that I’m not even worthy to stoop down like a slave and untie the straps 
of his sandals. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit!” 

The Baptism and Temptation of Jesus 

9 One day Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee, and John baptized him in the 
Jordan River. 10 As Jesus came up out of the water, he saw the heavens splitting 
apart and the Holy Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice from 
heaven said, “You are my dearly loved Son, and you bring me great joy.” 

12 The Spirit then compelled Jesus to go into the wilderness, 13 where he was 
tempted by Satan for forty days. He was out among the wild animals, and angels 
took care of him. 

14 Later on, after John was arrested, Jesus went into Galilee, where he preached 
God’s Good News. 15 “The time promised by God has come at last!” he 
announced. “The Kingdom of God is near! Repent of your sins and believe the 
Good News!” 
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Luke 15:8-10  
Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Won’t she light a lamp 
and sweep the entire house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she 
finds it, she will call in her friends and neighbors and say, ‘Rejoice with me 
because I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same way, there is joy in the presence 
of God’s angels when even one sinner repents.” 

 

A Determined Search 

Setting the scene 

Picture a woman living in a small house, one of several on a crowded 
village street. A kindly lady, she gets by on very little. Her days consist in 
sewing and knitting, reading, cooking and conversation with others. 
Though lacking in money, she does have some—ten silver coins that are 
of great value to her. But one day she discovers that one is gone. 

Even though she has nine of the ten coins, she wants all of them. This 
parable encourages us in God’s singular devotion to caring for mankind 
enough to go searching for the lost. 

Through the hand of Luke, God relates many stories and parables about 
people who are neglected, forgotten, ignored, or lost. Luke writes 
about women, beggars, lost sons, and widows with a touch that betrays 
his own compassion and empathy for common people. Luke was drawn 
to this side of Jesus Christ's ministry and was used by God to record a 
unique perspective. 

People were important to Luke, people are valuable to Christ, and 
people should be important to us too. Here is a story that brings that 
out. 
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How The Conversation Started 

This is the second parable in a series of three, as Jesus pushes back 
against the scribes and Pharisees grumbling about Him spending time 
with, as they put it, “sinners.” I know we went a bit out of order as 
Pastor Kurt talked about the Lost Sheep and the Lost Son the last two 
weeks. But that’s because I messed up a bit when writing this message, 
I was 80% done when I realized I was supposed to be preaching on the 
Lost Son. So, Pastor Kurt was so very gracious to let me preach on this 
particular parable. Even if it’s a bit out of order. 

Jesus began by sharing the parable of a lost sheep. Emphasizing the 
peril of being lost and challenging the Pharisees’ understanding of why 
He was spending time with these people they looked down on, and 
ultimately pointing them to the blindness of their own sin. 

He then transitions into a second story about a lost coin. This time with 
a different emphasis. 

A determined search 

We can imagine the heart of this woman skipping a beat and her 
gasping with shock when she learns the coin is missing. Has she mislaid 
it or dropped it? Has someone taken it? This was enough to send a 
person into a panic. Where could it be? 

A typical house of that time had a few small slits for windows or no 
windows at all, so that there was little light. To search for the lost coin 
requires more light. Oil for a lamp is not cheap however, and she 
normally saves it for the night. But she must find that coin. So she lights 
the lamp and burns the precious fuel just to find one lost coin. 

The search is on. Out comes her broom, and carefully she begins a 
systematic and thorough search. Across the packed-earth floor and 
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under mats and pottery vessels she searches. Nothing shows up. Again, 
she goes back over the same area but from a different angle, the light 
from the lamp casting different shadows this time. 

Just as she is about to end the second sweep without any success, she 
sees a small glimmer. There it is! The coin is found! Quickly she picks it 
up and blows away the dust. Yes, she exclaims: "There you are! I 
thought you were gone, never to be found!" 

She rushes out of her house calling to her neighbors: "Come, rejoice 
and celebrate with me! The coin I lost has been found!" You can 
imagine the shared joy of her friends—thankful that she's no longer at 
wit's end and that she still has all her valuable coins. Inner calm returns. 
Life is once again normal and peaceful. 

Understanding Your Value 

In this parable, Jesus tells the story of a woman that has lost a silver 
coin.  According to the original Greek, the coins here were drachmas, 
each equivalent to a Roman denarius, which represented about a day's 
wages. So, let's say that in today's money she had $1,000 and now 
found $100 missing. 

Moreover, an expert on ancient Middle Eastern lifestyle says that coin 
money was not common among such peasants: "The peasant village is, 
to a large extent, self-supporting, making its own cloth and growing its 
own food. Cash is a rare commodity. Hence the lost coin is of far 
greater value in a peasant home than the day's labor it represents 
monetarily."i 

You see it was the great value of the coin that made it worth searching 
for.  It didn’t matter that she still had nine coins, the value of just one 
coin was too much to lose. 
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Focusing in on the coins for just another moment here, some have 
argued that they would have hung on a veil or around a woman's neck 
as part of jewelry or a dowry to be her living if her husband died. This 
would add to the importance of these coins to her, but there is no 
direct evidence that this was the case. The monetary consideration is 
significant enough for us to understand this parable. 

Now it is important that we understand the spiritual correlation 
here.  In the context of this story, those that are lost have the same 
value to our Heavenly Father.  Every one of His creation, all by 
themselves, is valuable enough for God to want you to be reconciled to 
Him. 

You as an individual, have such great worth, that God would have set 
His plan of redemption into motion, just for you.  The same can be said 
for all of humanity. 

God Had A Plan 

Because of the value of this coin, the woman begins a very meticulous 
search.  She lights a lamp so that she can see better; she gets a broom 
to reach into the cracks and crevices so that she doesn’t miss a square 
inch of the floor; and she performs a careful search.  She is slow and 
methodical in her approach. 

Again, we do not want to miss the spiritual correlation.  Because God’s 
creation was so valuable to Him, He had a plan of redemption in place 
before Adam and Eve ever stepped foot in the Garden of Eden.  He was 
pointing all of humanity to the cross of Christ from the moment Adam 
and Eve committed treason in the Garden. 

God has gone to great lengths to provide sufficient evidence of that 
plan and to ensure that people will hear His redemptive story for all of 
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time.  Like the woman in the story he took great care to prepare and 
implement his plan.  Here are a few observations about God’s plan: 

• God provided many prophecies about how and when Jesus would 
come. 

• God sent Jesus at just the right time. 
• Jesus chose men that would carry His story into the future. 
• God has given us the Holy Spirit to be our strength and guide. 
• God preserved His story in the writings of the Old and New 

Testament.  In fact, He has provided more fragments of this 
document than any other ancient document in history. 

God’s story of redemption, through Jesus Christ, is still being told 
thousands of years later because of the thoughtfulness that God put 
into this plan. 

Relationships and the need for restoration 

It's a simple, straightforward situation presented in three verses. What 
more is there for us to learn? 

All three parables in Luke 15 concern the restoration of lost 
relationships—ultimately God seeking out human beings who were lost 
to Him and bringing them back into a loving relationship with Him. That 
is certainly the point here—and all must realize their need to be found 
by Him. But we should also recognize that God desires us to be like Him 
in seeing the importance of relationships with other people and striving 
to reconcile and restore fellowship with them. 

I can’t help it but when I read theses parables it always takes me back 
to Seminary, to my life long Lutheran friends arguing that my Baptist up 
bringing was distorting the meaning of the parables and I was some 
how preaching Decision Theology. Meaning that I believed I was saved 
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because I accepted Jesus not solely because of what Jesus did for me. 
And I would throw back at them they were being universalist in so 
much as they were saying that the coin could do nothing to prevent 
being found therefore all creation will go to heaven. Well, I know I’m 
getting into a bit deeper theology this morning but you fine folks are a 
smart crowd and I believe you can handle it.  

My prayer is that we have a lot of meat-eaters not just bottle babies as 
the Apostle Paul would say. ☺ If we read the totality of Jesus’ teachings 
in these three parables and the rest of the ‘red letters’ we see clearly 
that He calls us to act upon his offer of grace not to just sit back and say 
oh that’s nice. Jesus’ own words not mine: “In the same way, there is 
more joy in heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns to 
God than over ninety-nine others who are righteous and haven’t 
strayed away!” (v.7) Did you catch that word ‘repent’? That is a step we 
must take. “In the same way, there is joy in the presence of God’s 
angels when even one sinner repents.” (v. 10)  

In the Parable of the Lost Son he (the son) realizes how stupid he has 
been and repents and returns home. (v.17-24) 

Do you remember that verse in Revelation I quoted two times back in 
my message “Off the Hook” on September 19? Jesus said “Look! I stand 
at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will 
come in, and we will share a meal together as friends.” (Revelation 
3:20) Remember Jesus isn’t a bully; he is waiting for you to open that 
door and invite him in. 

VIDEO: AHA-3 ingredients- Kyle Idleman  

Bottom Line 

https://messiahjoliet.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/MLCTeamSite/EavsLBp09N1Ds9jpZlQlE4sBU7tMOYkeuvYszRuTkTTFIA?e=SUuGVI
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You are valuable to God.  You alone are enough for God to have put His 
plan of redemption in motion.  If you have not found your way home, 
God has provided a way for you to come home to Him.  He simply asks 
you to believe and repent. 

I am convinced that no one needs to be told over and over that they 
have done things that are wrong.  What you and I need to be reminded 
of is God’s plan of redemption.  Our sin has separated us from a holy 
God, and through Jesus, God has made a way for us to come back 
home. 

Humanity’s treason did not take God by surprise.  He knew that giving 
mankind free will would give us the potential to choose other things in 
this life over Him.  Jesus’ death and crucifixion was always the answer. 

Just as the woman in the story is concerned over just one coin, God is 
concerned for you.  You matter.  He has moved Heaven and Earth to 
show you the way back home.  

The message of the Kingdom of God requires repentance—changing 
and turning around a life—to obedience and worship of God in spirit 
and truth, trusting in His promises of life to come. Christ came 
preaching this challenge to "repent and believe in the gospel" (Mark 
1:15). That challenge is clearly before you in this parable of the Lost 
Coin. God will search for you until He finds you. He is unrelenting. 

The challenge is before you today. The question is, will you be found? 

 

 
 

i (Kenneth Bailey, Poet & Peasant and Through Peasant Eyes: A Literary Cultural Approach to the Parables in Luke, 
1983, p. 157). 


