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Awake 2: How to Know When You Are Lost  
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

 

A study to explore the term ‘soul’ in the Bible.  Specifically, examining how the 

word is used to describe how God reclaims the lost.  What does it look like for 

our soul to awaken to God?  Psalm 42 talks about the soul thirsting for God.  We 

are invited to remember those times when we felt God’s presence in worship and 

fellowship, specifically the religious festivals.  For them it was the pilgrimage to 

Jerusalem for the Passover.  Much like our anticipation and excitement for 

Christmas or Spring.   

Peter has a warning for the early church struggling to keep themselves distinct 

from the Roman intellectual and entertainment culture.  Why avoid sin?  Not just 

because it is wrong or so you can strive for perfection.  Avoid sinful desires that 

the culture around you champions because it will create a conflict inside of you.  

A war between instant gratification and what the soul truly thirsts for.  

Both Peter and the Psalmist treat the soul as something outside of our control.  

Like a stomach which is or isn’t hungry, our soul is or isn’t connected to God.  We 

can’t just decide to be full we must eat something.  We don’t just decide to have 

faith our soul is fed in worship and fellowship.  The very reunion with God that 

Jesus describes in the parable of the Prodigal son.   

     

Psalm 42:1-5  As the deer pants for streams of water, 

    so my soul pants for you, my God. 
2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. 

    When can I go and meet with God? 
3 My tears have been my food 

    day and night, 

while people say to me all day long, 

    “Where is your God?” 
4 These things I remember 

    as I pour out my soul: 

how I used to go to the house of God 

    under the protection of the Mighty One 

with shouts of joy and praise 

    among the festive throng. 

5 Why, my soul, are you downcast? 

    Why so disturbed within me? 

Put your hope in God, 
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    for I will yet praise him, 

    my Savior and my God. 

 

1 Peter 2:11-12  11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to 

abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. 12 Live such 

good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, 

they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

 

Luke 15:11-20  11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two 

sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the 

estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a 

distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he 

had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and 

he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of 

that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his 

stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him 

anything. 

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 

servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out 

and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 

make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his 

father. 

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled 

with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and 

kissed him. 

 

 

Rich men do not run.  That is my favorite line that depicts the 

miracle of this story Jesus is telling.  And this truly is just a 

story.  Not the history of the miracles or lives changed that 
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Jesus made happen both before and after his death.  This was 

just a parable, a made-up story to make a point.  And yet it 

describes a season of life that most men and women can relate 

to.  Many have lived it.  Being estranged from and reuniting 

with a parent.  Being estranged from and reuniting with God.  

 

Rich men do not run.  The gods 

and idols of this world will not 

run to you.  When Jesus is telling 

this story to the many different 

crowds who are hearing it for the 

first time.  The moment that the 

grownups in the crowd would 

have realized there was going to 

be a twist, was when Jesus says, 

he ran to his son.  Unless you had 

been in the same situation knew 

what it was like to get something 

back that you thought was lost, 

you would not know what Jesus 

meant.   

 

That a sandal clad, dignified man, in a robe… would play the 

fool tripping over himself to embrace what he thought he had 

lost forever.   

 

 

Here is my Question for you this morning?  At what point does 

the prodigal realize that he is lost?  At what point does the 

prodigal truly realize what has been missing in his life?   

 

 

Certainly not when he disowns his father.  It wasn’t in the 

wealth or the spending, certainly not in the season of wild 

living even though I am sure there was a feeling of emptiness 
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even then.  Wondering why the ability to buy and do anything 

he desires is not quenching this thirst inside of him.   

 

When does the prodigal realize he is lost?  Is it the moment the 

money runs out, needing to rely on the charity of others?  Is it 

in the midst of the pandemic, the famine when there is no help 

to be found?  Is it in the rock bottom wishing that he could eat 

the slop that he was feeding the pigs?  When he realizes that 

even his father’s slaves have it better off then him.  Or was it 

something else?  

 

Video #1 – Aha moment defined.  

 

 

This is a video produced for a national mental health 

institution asking the question of what are those ‘Aha’ 

moments that can define us, change the direction of our life, 

pull us out of the mire.   

 

When did the Prodigal have his ‘Aha’ moment that changed 

the rest of his life?  When did he realize what his soul had been 

thirsting for?  

 

I do think he had to experience the emptiness of being able to 

get anything he wanted.  He had to take his father for granted 

in order to realize how significant that relationship is.  

However as lost as he was in his drunken revelry, living the 

hedonistic life that revolved around him… In his selfishness he 

had not even come close to realizing how lost he was.   

 

The same is true of humanity.  It is not in the midst of chasing 

after the empty promises of the world and our culture that we 

realize just how lost we have become.  The eventual outcome of 

denying your need for God is not clarity.  Trying to replace 

God with worldly things seldom creates an ‘aha’ moment. 
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Unfortunately, what often happens is we get trapped in a cycle 

of self-justification and disillusionment.  We have done what 

the world asked of us.  And we did not find wholeness or peace.  

But we have invested far to much into the idols of power, 

success, perfection or fame to let go of them.  Sadly, when we 

abandon God for our own plans we often end up in a rut.  

Unless something or someone comes in from outside of this 

little kingdom we have created for ourselves…   not matter 

how miserable that Kingdom has become we will hold on to it 

even when it fails us.   

 

The prodigal was certainly lost the moment he left his father, 

we certainly can feel the emptiness in selfish living, but seldom 

do we realize just how lost we have become.   

 

 

When did the Prodigal have his ‘Aha’ moment that changed 

the rest of his life?  When did he recognize what is missing?  

 

The assumption is that it is the moment that the prodigal hits 

rock bottom that he realizes he is lost.  When as Jesus 

describes it, he came to his senses.  He is feeding pigs, a 

humiliating job for any Jewish man.  What is worse he is so 

hungry that he longed to fill his belly with what the pigs were 

eating.   

 

This in fact is not the moment when the prodigal realizes he is 

lost.  I will tell you why in a moment.  But before I do so I want 

you to take a closer look at verse 16.  Take that Bible out of the 

pew in front of you, open you Bible app.  We are going to walk 

through verses 16, 17, 18 & 19.   (pause) 

 

Think about the way Jesus tells this story.  He is unfolding for 

them what it looks like to be in a relationship with God.  He is 



The Prodigal’s Soul/Embrace of the Father  Pent 21 Sept 26th, 2021 

    

Sermon Manuscript not edited for publishing. ©Kurt Hoover, Messiah Lutheran, Joliet, IL 60431 
 

6 

very careful in the words he is choosing, the set up of the story, 

which leads you to the surprising conclusion.  I invite you to 

picture him sitting with a crowd around him carefully 

unfolding this story. time after time. crowd after crowd. He is 

doing the same with us today.    

 

In verse 16 he could have said the guys was hungry?  He could 

have said he was willing to eat what pigs eat.  But, instead he 

says, He longed to fill his stomach with the garbage, the useless 

refuse, the meaningless trash – that would be of no use to him.  

So profound.  Jesus isn’t talking about the man’s stomach.  

Why is he telling this story in the first place?  He is talking 

about the prodigal’s soul.  He is referring to the soul of each 

crowd of people who has heard this story from the first time he 

spoke it.    

 

We, human beings, you and I… we long to fill our souls with 

things that do not provide any nourishment for our souls.  We 

fill our lives with things that are meaningless!       

 
16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were 

eating, but no one gave him anything. 

 

 Take a look at the next verse: 

 
17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my 

father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving 

to death!  

 

Seems like an aha moment doesn’t it.  He has hit rock bottom, 

no longer any illusions that he can figure this out on his own, 

He needs God, he needs his father. Certainly, he has realized 

he is lost?  No not yet.  And we know this because of the next 

thought that goes through his head. Verses 18 & 19.  
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18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I 

have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired 

servants.’  

 

Another human problem, we are wandering through the 

wilderness, no clue what to do next, at the end of our rope, and 

we still pretend that we have the right to draw up our own 

papers of surrender.   

 

The sons assumes that there is only one way that the father will 

welcome him back, as a slave.  He still hasn’t discovered what 

is missing.  He is still holding on to His pride, His ability to 

turn this situation around.   

 

The prodigal son does not realize He is Lost until he 

experiences the overwhelming love of his father brought to 

reality in the clumsy tripping run of a rich man in sandals and 

a rob, sobbing his eyes out, clutching his son as if he could 

disappear again at any moment. 

When does prodigal realize he needs God?   It is not when he is 

feeding the pigs.  It is when he is embraced by father?  He 

experiences what truly had been missing, not what the father 

provides, but the Father himself.   

 

When did you realize what was missing in your soul?  What 

does God have to do to let you know that you are lost without 

him?  The truth that Jesus is pointing to is that what truly 

changes us, what makes it click and the ‘aha’ moment 

cemented in our minds, the moment there is no going back, you 

have surrendered to God and He is back in charge of your life.  

It isn’t when you realize how bad things have gotten.  It isn’t 
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when you have drawn up the papers of surrender in your 

mind.   It is the moment that you have been embraced by God.   

 

It might be a song, a sermon, a conversation late at night with 

a friend… That moment you realize God is real, more real 

than you ever gave him credit for, and he is not only in love 

with you, there for you… He is running to you in the humility 

and suffering of the cross eager to embrace and never let go of 

something he thought might be lost forever.   

 

There are not any other God’s in this world that will give up 

their throne and their honor and their demand for respect …to 

run to you.  NO! You must bow at the knee to government, 

money, Muhammad and Buddha… But not so with Jesus 

Christ.  He is describing a moment to which we can all relate, 

that moment when God gives up everything and runs to you!   

 

The compassion and joy in your Creator’s eyes, when what has 

been lost is found!   

 

Video #2 - Prodigal 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


