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SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
DECEMBER 6, 2020 

8:00 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Children’s Outreach Director: Christine Murray 

Youth Director: Brian Phipps 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

 
 

“Praise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; 
    praise him in his mighty heaven!” (Psalm 150:1)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 



 2 

 

Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church livestream 
DECEMBER 6, 2020 

8:00 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                             Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OPENING HYMN        “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” p. 133 v. 1-3  The Hymnal
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LITANY BASED ON JEREMIAH 31 
 
LEADER: “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, 
ALL:                 “When I will make a new covenant with my people. 
LEADER:           I will put my law in their minds 
ALL:                 and write it on their hearts. 
LEADER:           I will be their God, 
ALL:                 and they will be my people. 
LEADER:           No longer will they teach their neighbor, 
ALL:                 or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ 
LEADER:           because they will all know me, 
ALL:                 from the least of them to the greatest. 
LEADER:           For I will forgive their wickedness 
ALL:                 and will remember their sins no more.” 
LEADER:           We worship you Lord in the name of the Father, and the Son, and                        
b                      the Holy Spirit. 
ALL:                 Amen. 
 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE         “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”      p. 143  v. 1-2   The Hymnal 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE               “What Child is This?”  p. 137 v. 1-3 The Hymnal 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  

  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is 
known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and re-
store me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven. 
We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  Amen.  

 
THE OFFERING                                                                          Rose Ann Sochan 
Ushers are Jerry Buchneau and Dan Stukel  
 
OUR RESPONSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                          Faye Werner  
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OUR EPISTLE LESSON 
Hebrews 10:26-35 (NIV) 
Reader: 
 
 
26 

If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 

27 
but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of 

raging fire that will consume the enemies of God. 
28 

Anyone who rejected the law of 
Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 

29 
How much 

more severely do you think someone deserves to be punished who has trampled the 
Son of God underfoot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the cove-
nant that sanctified them, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? 

30 
For we know him 

who said, “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” and again, “The Lord will judge his peo-
ple.” 

31 
It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

32 
Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you endured in a 

great conflict full of suffering. 
33 

Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and per-
secution; at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated. 

34 
You 

suffered along with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your prop-
erty, because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions. 

35 
So do 

not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. 
 
OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
Luke 1:57-66 (NIV) 

 
 

 

 

57 
When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. 

58 
Her neigh-

bors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her 
joy. 

59 
On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to 

name him after his father Zechariah, 
60 

but his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to 
be called John.” 

61 
They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who has that 

name.” 
62 

Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the 
child. 

63 
He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His 

name is John.” 
64 

Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue set free, and he 
began to speak, praising God. 

65 
All the neighbors were filled with awe, and throughout 

the hill country of Judea people were talking about all these things. 
66 

Everyone who 
heard this wondered about it, asking, “What then is this child going to be?” For the 
Lord’s hand was with him 
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 WORSHIP SONG                      “I Wonder as I Wander” p. 139  v. 1 & 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE          “Wonder of Peace for the Ambivalent”  
                            By Pastor Kurt Hoover 
                           (Copies of this sermon and  
    others can be found online  
     at mlcjoliet.org)   

 

 
WORSHIP SONG                “I Wonder as I Wander” p. 139  v. 3 & 4 
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 WORDS OF FAITH                                                       The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He 
rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                     
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN                                      “Lamb of God” 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
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 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
All: Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this holy meal 
and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith within our 
hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy presence. Melt us, 
mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
THE BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING HYMN                  “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” v. 1-3 
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POSTLUDE                                                                        Rose Ann Sochan   
God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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MLC NEWS 

 
CONNECTION CARD 

Stay connected with Messiah Lutheran. Fill out the green connection 
card in the pew in front of you, go to bit.ly/MLCConnect to fill out our 
online connection card, or simply scan this QR code with your phone 

and it will take you there.  
 
 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Follow this link: messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use either 
your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  

3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 
Please make your reservation for what service you plan to attend at mlcjoliet.org.  The 
8:00 and 9:30 services will be streamed live as well, and there will be overflow in the 
narthex for those services if we surpass the 70 person threshold. Other non-religious 

or non-educational building usage will be encouraged to be curtailed at ten per 
group, following the state protocols. If you’d like a standing reservation at one of the 
services, call the office or email Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org and we will put you on 

the standing reservation list.   
 

PRAYER CHAIN 
Messiah uses a prayer chain made up of people willing to pray for our members, com-
munity and nation in the times of crisis. The prayers are confidential and anonymous 
as much as possible. You can make a difference through the gift of your prayers. Con-

tact Cindi Souza at regency118@comcast.net or Pastor Dave at pas-
tor.stier@mlcjoliet.org to become a partner.  

 
DECEMBER CALENDAR 

The office will be closed Friday, December 25th and Friday, January 1st.  
 

GET INVOLVED 

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER 

Because of Covid-19, Daybreak Shelter is now collecting and delivering them instead 
of packaging them. We are still accepting donations of these items during normal of-
fice hours, Monday through Friday, 9 am to 5 pm. We need donations of individually 

wrapped snacks, instant oatmeal, hot chocolate packets, cereal boxes (small) and fruit. 
 

GIFTS FOR BABY JESUS 
It is a tradition at Messiah to bring gifts for newborn children or new moms on Christ-
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mas Eve and donate them to a local crisis pregnancy center. You can bring diapers, 
clothing, powder, a gift of money or anything that a parent might need in caring for 
her child. Please put on the wrapping paper what the item is, the size and whether 
it’s for mother or child. You can bring the gifts to any service but we will invite the 

young children to bring them forward specifically at 5:00 p.m. Thank you. 
 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO MESSIAH 
Every year, we ask for special donations called “Christmas Gifts to Messiah” to fund a 
special project or two. This year, Christmas Gifts to Messiah will be allocated as fol-

lows: 80% to the purchase of the new church van, and 20% to the Pastor’s discretion-
ary fund. To designate any giving you have to Christmas Gifts to Messiah, please 

write CGM on the memo line of your check or, if you give online, select Christmas 
Gifts to Messiah on the drop down menu.  

 
MLC NEEDS 

 
COATS 

Please drop off your new or like new coats, hats, scarves, gloves and socks in the 
outside bin or bring them to Messiah's office from Nov. 22-Dec. 20. We will drop 

them off to our local homeless shelters.  
 

QUILTERS NEEDS 
Quilters are in need of any size sheets. Please be sure they are without rips, tears or 

stains. There is a basket in the narthex to put them. Thank you.  
 

TESTIMONIES 
For our upcoming sermon series called “Answered Prayers”, we’d like to hear from 
you. We know that God is faithful and that there are so many stories of his faithful-
ness in our lives, and that we are encouraged when we hear those stories. So, what 

are your stories of answered prayers? They can be big ones, small ones, or in-
between ones. We’d like you to share them on video to be shown at our worship 

times during January and February. Contact Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org if you are 
interested in sharing your answered prayer story.  

 
MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
AWANA (Wednesdays, online) 

Awana looks a little different, but the goal of teaching children the word of God and 
training them to serve Him will remain.  It’s virtual Awana, with weekly releases in-
cluding worship time, group lessons and bible verse memorization. We’ll gather to-
gether occasionally to allow for some fun and social interaction. We’ll be sure to 
meet in a large area and practice social distancing. It’s for Preschool - 6

th
 grade. You 

don’t need to have joined Awana to participate this year! Make sure to join Remind  
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to get the latest Awana updates. To join, simply text @awanamlc to 81010 or go to 
remind.com/join/awanamlc. Get links to Awana  

videos at mlcjoliet.org/awana. 

 
MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students 
(7th-12th grade) every Sunday. We’ll meet upstairs in the Awana area. 

 
S.A.L.T. (Tuesdays at 6:30 pm) 

Our high school program, S.A.L.T., is in full swing at 6:30 pm. All high school stu-
dents are invited every week for a great time of fellowship, fun and Biblical teach-

ing.  
 

H2H (HEAD TO HEART) (Wednesdays at 6:15 pm) 
H2H is in full swing. Be sure to get your 7th and 8th graders involved with our Con-

firmation class. There are both online and in-person options. Let us know if your 
student will be switching to online courses and small groups. You can contact Brian 
at brian@mlcjoliet.org for more info on how to join online H2H, and always check 

out the student ministry page on our website, mlcjoliet.org/student-ministries. 
 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN (December 11 at 4 pm) 
Students will meet at the church at 4 pm for an evening of service at FMSC. This is a 

great opportunity to help those less fortunate in other countries by assembling 
food packages. Students will arrive back at the church at 10 pm. This activity is con-

tingent on Covid-related advisories.  
 

WINTER BLAST (December 28-31) 
Students will be headed for a fun-filled winter retreat of worship, games, fellowship 
and fun. We’re going to Expeditions Unlimited in Baraboo, WI. There will be tubing, 
skiing and snowboarding, and an indoor water park. Students will be leaving at 8:30 
am on Monday the 28th, and will return around 2:30 pm on the 31st. Contact Brian 

for more information regarding this awesome trip! This activity is contingent on 
Covid-related advisories.  

 
VAN FUNDRAISER 

Pre-order these fabulous masks today and help the MLC Youth raise funds for a 
much needed van. “Faith” and “Hope” masks come in a pack of 2 for $15. Purchases 

can be made online at bit.ly/MLCMasks or in-person. 
 

COOKIE FUNDRAISER 
You can order online at bit.ly/MLCCookies or in person using envelopes in the bul-
letins. There are five great kinds of cookies. Get your order in by December 17th, 

pick them up on December 20th.  
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EVENTS 

 
ACTS BIBLE STUDY LIFE GROUP  

(Tuesdays at 6:30 pm) 
This book of Acts Bible study is led by Jeanette Wegemer at Mike and Jeanette’s 
home and via Zoom. The book being used for the study is “New Wine: A Study of 

Transition in the Book of Acts” by J. Dwight Pentecost, which can be purchased 
on Amazon or through the church office. Contact the church office if you are in-

terested in attending.  
 

WALKING IN FAITH (Wednesdays at 9:30 am) 
This group walks at Inwood Park every Wednesday at 9:30 am and they’d love to 

have you join them. Email Sherri at bookkeeper@mlcjoliet.org for more info. 
 

PARENTING STUDY LIFE GROUP (Wednesdays at 6:30) 
Tom Bond will be leading a study through the book “Tough Guys and Drama 
Queens” and is asking for input on when to hold it. The group is meeting at 5 

pm, but if that does not work for you, please email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet to let 
us know your interest in the group and the best time for you to meet.  

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for 
more information. 

 
INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

After much prayer and discernment, the church leadership has decided that  
Insight and Messiah Kids SS will be postponed until some time in 2021.  

We will be constantly evaluating the situation in our area and pray to restart as 
soon as the timing is right. In the meantime, we encourage you to worship as a 
family - we always have something for the kids to keep them busy during the 

service. 
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STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

 
Genesis 1:28   

“And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 

of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Altar flowers are purchased today by Dave & Nan Dusak in honor of Jeff & Jen’s 
wedding anniversary. If you would like to purchase altar flowers, please call the 

church office or sign up in the church narthex.  
 

 

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 29 
9:30 am: 32 
11:00 am: 20 

Streaming: 559 
 
 

All online counts are estimates only. 
 

2020 BUDGET 

 
*Yearly Operating Budget:  $684,388 
Average Need Each Week: $13,161 

Received last week: $8,230 
Received year-to-date: $631,145 
Needed year-to-date: $632,304 

 
* Amended 5/1/20 with Pastoral Position’s Adjustment 

  

Youth Van Fundraiser: $10,796  

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (December 6) 
8 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am MH & HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
MONDAY (December 7) 

N/A 
TUESDAY (December 8) 

6:30 pm S.A.L.T. 
6:30 pm ACTS Life Group 

WEDNESDAY (December 9) 
6:15 pm H2H 

THURSDAY (December 10) 
10 am Prayer Group 

11:30 am Staff Meeting 
FRIDAY (December 11) 

N/A 
SATURDAY (December 12) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (December 13) 

8:00 Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 


