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 FROM PASTOR HOOVER 
 

I’d like to introduce to you our new Children’s Outreach Director, Christine Murray. 

As you already know, Christine is our Administrative Assistant. She is taking on the 

Children’s Outreach position to become full time. I am so excited about the 

education, experience and passion Christine brings to the church staff.  We are 

working on e-learning opportunities for the community and you will see Christine's 

involvement next at Harvest Fest and Awana.  We will be praying over Christine at all 

three services Oct 18th.         

 

          Pr. Kurt Hoover 

 

 

I am so thankful for the opportunity to be a part of Messiah’s vision of meeting the 

needs of families in our community. My passion for children expands over twenty 

years growing up going to church camp as a leader, to becoming a camp director, to 

becoming a Children’s Minister, having my own kids, working in Plainfield as a 

substitute teacher, to finally becoming your Children’s Outreach Director. It has 

been a multifaceted journey that, looking back, God has been working through to 

enhance my skills and talents in various ways. He was right there with me. Looking 

forward, my goal is to help spread the gospel through making sure kids are known 

and loved. I am super excited to see what the future holds. I hope to see you at 

Messiah.  Come introduce yourself!    

                                                                                     Walk in Love,  Christine Murray 
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 FROM PASTOR STIER 
 

Giving thanks to God for His blessings. 
Read Psalm 100 

 

As I drive around the back roads, I’ve noticed the combines in the fields. I hear 

people making plans to go apple picking. There is a crispness to the air in the 

evenings and mornings now. That tells me either we are in the harvest season or it 

is very close, depending on the crops. To me as a Christian, the harvest season runs 

27/7/365. My prayer is that it does for you too. When we think of the agricultural 

harvest, we also think about giving thanks for a good year. While 2020 has been full 

of unique challenges, I still say we have a lot to be thankful for and I did not want to 

wait for November to express this. 

 

Think of a cornucopia, sometimes called a horn of plenty. It is usually filled with 

many kinds of foods like apples, oranges, grapes, squash, and ears of corn. It is a 

symbol of an endless supply of food. Today, the cornucopia is usually made from a 

basket, but many years ago, it was a goat's horn that was hollowed out and filled 

with food. We see it most often at this time of year because this is the time when 

many food crops are harvested. Here in the states, it is used as a decoration around 

Thanksgiving because the cornucopia is a symbol of all of the good things that we 

have to enjoy. 

 

We have a lot to be thankful for, don't we? What are some of the things you are 

thankful for? Who should we thank for all that we have? That's right, we should give 

thanks to God. The Bible tells us that every good and perfect gift comes from God. 

When someone gives you a gift, you say, "Thank you." When do you think we should 

say, "Thank you" to God? Should we have one day each year that we give thanks? 

Should we have one day each week that we give thanks? I think EVERY DAY should 

be a day of thanksgiving. Don't you agree? 

 

The Bible says In Psalm 100:4-5 

 

    Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. Worship the LORD with gladness; 

    come before him with joyful songs. Know that the LORD is God. 

    It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

 

    Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise  

    give thanks to him and praise his name. 

    For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; 

    his faithfulness continues through all generations. 

 

I encourage you to not just be thankful for a day a week or even just a season. 

Living a life that reflects being thankful actually relieves stress, lowers blood 
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 pressure and even extends life. Not to mention how much better life just feels 

when we reflect on the good we give and receive. Have you ever been thankful 

for the fact that you were able to help someone? Maybe it was some cash or 

maybe it was letting them share their burden with you and just being present 

in their life. Please take this time given to us to remember to be thankful not 

only to God but each other. Stop what you are doing right now and give thanks 

and praise God for all he has done for us. Then ask Him how you can bless 

another and follow through on it today. Lord, we thank you for all of the good 

gifts you give to us. Most of all, we thank you for your love and for the gift of 

your son, Jesus. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 
PD2 A.K.A.  

Pastor Dave Stier 

MLC NEWS 
 

New Children’s Outreach Director 

After much prayer and guidance, the selection team has decided on a 

Children’s Outreach Director, and this new hire is someone you might already 

be familiar with: Christine Murray, our church secretary and administrative 

assistant. Christine has a B.A. in Children’s Ministry and has experience with 

both children’s ministry and outreach work. We’re excited to add more of her 

skill set to our church staff as we seek to reach out to children and families 

with this new position. Christine will be working both positions, so be in prayer 

for her in her new work as well as her continued work.  

 

MLC Publication Deadlines 

Please note that content for the weekly bulletin is due by noon each Thursday 

& content for the monthly newsletter is due by the 22nd of each month. Thank 

you for your cooperation. 

 

October Worship 

As you might imagine, our worship services will be changing along with the 

weather. We are aiming for a date of October 18th to begin holding all three of 

our Sunday services inside in the sanctuary. We are also planning on 

streaming the 8 am traditional service as well as the 9:30 am service 

beginning on this date. Reservations should be made for the service you 

would like to attend. If you’d like a standing reservation at one of the services, 

call the office or email Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org and we will put you on 

the standing reservation list. Attendees should be socially distanced and are 

encouraged to wear a mask.  
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 Rally Service 

Sunday School begins October 18th!  All our worship services will move back 

into the sanctuary.  Please make your reservation at mlcjoliet.org.  The 

8:00am and 9:30am services will be broadcast live. 

 

Prayer Requests 

Prayer requests for all services can be sent to the office via email at  

worship@mlcjoliet.org, or called in at 815-741-4488. During the services, you 

can text your prayer requests to 815-483-1814. 

 

Offering 

We will have an offering time during the service, but you can give any time 

during the week using one of the following ways: 

 1) Go to this link: bit.ly/MLCGiving 

 2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and follow 

 the instructions given.  

 3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 4)  Mail your check to the church at: 40 Houbolt Rd, Joliet, IL 60431 

 If you need assistance with any of these, please email  

 worship@mlcjoliet.org or call the church office at 815-741-4488.  

 

Church Building 

Our church building is open for the month of October for groups of fifty or less 

to complete projects, come together for team meetings, etc. When inside the 

building, we encourage people to practice social distancing if possible, and 

wear a mask when not feasible. The office will also be open Monday-Friday, 9 

am to 5 pm.  We are following the posted guidelines.  

 

Online Connection Card 

We now have an online connection card for people to interact with MLC, as 

well as show their attendance at online services. It helps us keep track of 

who’s watching and the needs of the church. Just go to https://bit.ly/

MLCConnect 

 

Scam Alert 

Please be aware if you are getting interesting texts or emails from Pastor Kurt. 

Check the number and the email address for accuracy before responding. A 

scam is going around. Help keep Messiah safe and know that Pastor Kurt and 

the staff will not directly ask you for money or gift cards, especially not 

through text or email. 

http://mlcjoliet.org
mailto:office.manager@mlcjoliet.org


 6 

 

 

GET INVOLVED 
Operation Christmas Child Boxes 

We plan on doing shoe boxes for Samaritan's Purse again this year. The only 

difference is we plan to distribute the shoe boxes earlier in order to give you 

more time to fill them out.  Boxes will be available October 1 and will be due 

back November 22nd. You can pick up and drop off the boxes in our container 

by door 13 (the door by the offices) any time during office hours. Any questions, 

please call Donna Stier or the church office.  

 

Free Music Lessons 

Lloyd Evans is offering free music lessons to those who are interested in 

learning how to play an instrument or improve their vocal capabilities and would 

like to use their talent on the worship team. If you are interested in taking guitar, 

bass, keyboard, drum or vocal lessons for the goal of joining the worship team, 

please contact Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org.  

 

 

Daybreak Shelter 

We are currently working to rebuild our volunteer base for Daybreak Shelter, 

which will, for the time being, involve preparing boxed dinners for the shelter. It’s 

a one evening a month commitment, but you don’t have to do it every single 

month if it’s not feasible It’s for Jr. high age & up. This is a great thing to do as a 

family! Also, we still need the individually packaged fruit and snacks like we 

have done the last several months. Please contact Karen Rebeuehr at 

ckdesignkaren@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Quilters 

Quilters are in need of any size sheets. Please be sure they are without rips, 

tears nor stains. There is a basket in the narthex to put them. Thank you. The 

Quilters.  

 

MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Awana (starting in October) 

It’s going to look a little different, but the goal of teaching children the word of 

God and training them to serve Him will remain.   

 What:   Virtual Awana, with weekly releases including worship time,  

 group lessons and bible verse memorization.   
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  Meeting:  We’ll gather together occasionally to allow for some fun and 

 social interaction.  We’ll be sure to meet in a large area and practice 

 social distancing. 

 Who:  Preschool - 6th grade.  You don’t need to have joined Awana to 

 participate this year! 

 Get updates:  Join Remind to get the latest Awana updates. To join, simply    

 text @awanamlc to 81010 or go to remind.com/join/awanamlc 

 Contact: Beth @ bhohisel@hotmail.com, through Remind, or call 815-735-

 7897. 

 

Sunday School (starting October 18 at 9:30 am) 

We’ll be starting Sunday School back up in the FLC, socially distanced and safe, 

for kids Kindergarten through 6th grade.  

 

Harvest Fest (Saturday, October 31 from noon to 3 pm) 

Join us outside for a fun time of games, fellowship and candy! Kids are 

encouraged to dress up and bring their candy bags. This will be a Covid-safe 

event, with volunteers wearing masks and gloves, and the games getting 

sanitized frequently.  
 

MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 
 

H2H (Wednesdays at 6:00 pm) 

H2H is every Wednesday. Be sure to get your 7th and 8th graders involved with 

our Confirmation class. 

 

S.A.L.T. (Tuesdays at 6:30 pm) 

Our high school program, S.A.L.T., is every Tuesday at 6:30 pm. All high school 

students are invited every week for a great time of fellowship, fun and Biblical 

teaching.  

 

Middle and High School Sunday School (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students 

every Sunday. We’ll meet in the youth room in the FLC.   

 

Van Purchase 

The student ministry is fundraising for a fifteen passenger van to compliment the 

church bus that we have now. Many times, they have events where the bus is not 

enough for the amount of students attending. You can help by participating in 

the “180 Project”. The “180 Project” is a board of envelopes numbered 1 to 150, 
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and you choose which number/amount you’d like to donate. The envelopes 

are available in the narthex or you can contact brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org to 

ask for the one you’d like. You can also donate via our giving app or on our 

giving website at bit.ly/MLCGiving. 
 

MLC EVENTS 

 

Prayer Group (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the fellowship hall and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org 

for more information. 

FROM THE BOARDS 
 

Meeting of Boards 

Individual boards will have their quarterly meeting on Tuesday, October 6 at 6 

pm.  

 

Safety and Security 

The Safety and Security Team has been making progress on getting locks 

installed for the outside doors and inside rooms, thanks to Rudy Trizna.  A 

huge Thank You to Dave Freeman for framing out the inside door in the 

vestibule area by the office, so that the door could be moved before the new 

floor tile was installed.  Moving the door meets a recommendation from the 

Joliet Police Department and our Security Consultant to improve safety for the 

office staff and others using the building. 

The third big item on the Safety and Security Team list after upgrading the 

Security and Fire Suppression Systems is to upgrade and install new cameras 

in the Family Life Center and existing building.  We have received a quote and 

submitted it for approval.  Our existing cameras are old, out of date and not 

effective which became even more apparent after the break-in at the church 

on July 1st.   We are also appreciative of the staff, Pastors, volunteers and 

cleaning crew for their help in keeping us safe during Covid.   

Safety Briefs for October:   

Fire Prevention Week is October 4th thru October 10th.  Check out 

www.nfpa.org as a resource for information, videos, and planning tools. 

http://www.nfpa.org


 9 

 

Along with that same theme, National Fire Drill Day is Saturday, October 10th.  

Find FREE information on how to make a Home Fire Escape Plan.   https://

www.nfpa.org//-/media/Files/FPW/Educate/2019/FPW19Grid.pdf  

Begin Your Winter Planning:  (Yes, I hate to say that word, but it is coming as 

evidenced by the fact that Hobby Lobby has had Christmas Trees up in their 

store for months already) 

Stock up on snow and ice removal supplies 

Trim hazardous branches threatening entrances and windows. 

Audit and repair indoor and outdoor tripping hazards. 

Audit exterior and interior lighting to maximize visibility. 

Pat Burke, Director Safety and Security 

New Board Directors 

We have two new board directors. Mike Brown will be serving at the head of 

the Evangelism board, and Aimee Gipes will be serving as the interim 

Christian Education board head. Please be in prayer for these two individuals 

as they take on these ministries.  
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Counters   Readers 8 AM 

Date Name   Name Date 

10/4/20 Stan Buhr, Kate Joho   Beth Hohisel 10/4/20 

10/11/20 Cindy Moauro, Judy Fowler   Lori Spielman 10/11/20 

10/18/20 Dana Stier, Gerry Hauge  OPEN 10/18/20 

10/25/20 Brian Wielbik, Dan Stukel  Deb Dole 10/25/20 

  S   

Ushers 8 AM  E Readers 9:30 AM 

10/4/20 Jerry Buchenau, Dan Stukel R Sherri Unyi 10/4/20 

10/11/20 Mike Joho, Don Cyborski V Doug Potts 10/11/20 

10/18/20 Wayne Lauffer, Bob Miller I Marcie Vickers 10/18/20 

10/25/20 Craig Stone, Dave Peterson N OPEN 10/25/20 

     

Ushers 9:30 AM  G Readers 11 AM 

10/4/20 Lou Mahalik, Bill Unyi  Donna Stier 10/4/20 

10/11/20 Jeff Holmes, OPEN  Youth Group 10/18/20 

10/18/20 OPEN, OPEN  Greeters 8 AM 

10/25/20 Aimee Gipes, Stephanie Gregoles  NEED HELP 10/4/20 

  A NEED HELP 10/11/20 

Ushers 11 AM T NEED HELP 10/18/20 

10/4/20 Gary Phillips, Harold Stier   NEED HELP 10/25/20 

10/11/20 Phil & Alex Pribnow    

10/18/20 Tammie Terry, Nathan Puckett                        Greeters 9:30 AM  

10/25/20 Mike Scarelli, Darryl Hoelscher  NEED HELP 10/4/20 

  M NEED HELP 10/11/20 

Communion Assistants 8 AM E NEED HELP 10/18/20 

 N/A S NEED HELP 10/25/20 

 N/A    

 N/A I  Greeters 11 AM 

 N/A A NEED HELP 10/4/20 

 N/A H NEED HELP 10/11/20 

Communion Assistants 9:30 AM  NEED HELP 10/18/20 

 N/A  NEED HELP 10/25/20 

 N/A    

Communion Assistants 11 AM  
Would you like to help serve?  

Call the Church Office at 815-741-4488 or   
Email office.Manager@mlcjoliet.org! 

 N/A  

 N/A  
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October 1 

Morgan Maser 

Alan & Jane Costello 

Dale & Joyce Smith 

October 2 

Casey & Cindy Moauro 

Bill & Kathy Mueller 

October 3 

Luci Bosserdet 

Emily Burnetti 

Linda Hallberg 

October 4 

David Blish 

Esther Mackey 

October 5 

Jack Magrini 

Joy McClintock 

McKenna Murphy 

Brooklyn Steffen 

October 6 

Violetta Haglund 

Herb & Laurel Alexander  

Terrence & Jennifer Collins 

Kit & Trish Gillman 

October 7 

Mark & Anne Ogle 

Brandon & Megan Vainowski 

October 8 

Grace Rogina 

Jill Wieher 

October 9  

George Attaway 

Gavin Baikie 

Michael Konow 

Darlene Matison 

Rudy & Stacy Trizna 

Michael & Jeanette Wegemer 

October 10  

Ron & Barb Dodd 

October 11 

Alex Brozman 

Mason & Brenna Luebbing 

October 12 

William Fox 

Sarah Miller 

Niko Moore 

Brian Wassenaar 

David & Marjorie McClure 

October 13 

Margaret Smith 

Jackie Ward 

October 14 

Kris Weiss 

Terry & Connie Osborne 

October 15  

Karen Leonard 

Vickie Skinner 

October 16 

Abygail Michalski  

Heather Thomason 

October 17 

Sue Colwell 

Benjamin Ras 

Michael & Heather Brown 

October 18 

Jonathan Beavis 

Marissa Hagburg 

Tom & Kristen Michalski 

October 19 

Pat Anderson 

Dana Johnson 

Joey Treptow 

Bob & Brooke Berdelle 

John & June Wassenaar 

October 20  

Jaimi Curtis 

Tana Evers 

Ron Hanouw 

Lynn Jelm 

October 21 

Brayden Lindstrom  

Ken & Kerri Courtright 

Dan & Jane Stukel 

October 22 

Julie Blish 

Emily Poole 

Lindsay Smith 

David & Ruth Silverman 

October 23 

Thomas Burke 

October 24 

Blake Martin 

Ruth Michael  

Cullen Willis 

Frances Brandolino  & Daniel 

Luke & Beth Mcdonald 

Wayne & Cynthia Nevsimal 

Michael & Suzanne Prybell 

Travis & Tonya Thieme 

October 25 

Ashley Christensen 

Madison Christensen  

Ethan Gerovac 

Marie Hohisel 

Michael Mills 

Lauren Potts 

Kate Richmond 

Jillian Steffen  

Brian & Laura Snider 

October 26  

Charles Anderson 

Joshua Enix 

Lynn Tapella 

Marilyn Thompson  

Addison Valkovich 

Doug & Linda Hawkinson 

Henry & Kathy Sievers 

October 27 

Sarah Colwell  

Kit Gillman 

Spencer Sleyko 

Dave & Nan Dusak 

October 28 

Anna Fiday 

Carol Witte 

October 29 

Jerry Allbert 

Robert Bajt 

Sydni Boe 

Sharon Wiley 

Karen Zuehlke 

October 30 

Daniel Heinzel 

October 31 

Nancy Bertnik 

Ashley Smith 

 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
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ADDRESS 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 
815-741-4488 
Fax: 815-741-4501 
Email: info@mlcjoliet.org 
Website: www.mlcjoliet.org 


