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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church livestream 
March 29, 2020 

9:30 A.M. (Online only) 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                         Rose Ann Sochan 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
OPENING HYMN     “Great is the Lord”  p. 31  v. 1-3            The Hymnal
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READING FROM PSALM 16 
 
1
 Keep me safe, my God, 

    for in you I take refuge. 
2
 I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; 

    apart from you I have no good thing.” 
3
 I say of the holy people who are in the land, 

    “They are the noble ones in whom is all my delight.” 
4 
Those who run after other gods will suffer more and more. 

    I will not pour out libations of blood to such gods 
    or take up their names on my lips. 
5 
Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup; 

    you make my lot secure. 
6
 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 

    surely I have a delightful inheritance. 
7
 I will praise the Lord, who counsels me; 

    even at night my heart instructs me. 
8
 I keep my eyes always on the Lord. 

    With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
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SONGS OF PRAISE                    “The Lion and the Lamb”  v. 1-2 
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THE LION AND THE LAMB 
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                                                “Breathe”  v. 1-2 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 
Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 

if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my 

sin I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—
but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. 
Deliver and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are 
forgiven. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  
Amen.  

 
THE OFFERING                                     “It Is Well” - Summar Evans 
 
OUR RESPONSE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE               Brian Phipps 
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 OUR EPISTLE LESSON 
Galatians 2:11-16 (NLT) 
 
11 

[W]hen Peter came to Antioch, I had to oppose him to his face, for what he 
did was very wrong. 

12 
When he first arrived, he ate with the Gentile believers, 

who were not circumcised. But afterward, when some friends of James came, 
Peter wouldn’t eat with the Gentiles anymore. He was afraid of criticism from 
these people who insisted on the necessity of circumcision. 

13 
As a result, 

other Jewish believers followed Peter’s hypocrisy, and even Barnabas was led 
astray by their hypocrisy. 
14 

When I saw that they were not following the truth of the gospel message, I 
said to Peter in front of all the others, “Since you, a Jew by birth, have 
discarded the Jewish laws and are living like a Gentile, why are you now trying 
to make these Gentiles follow the Jewish traditions? 
15 

“You and I are Jews by birth, not ‘sinners’ like the Gentiles. 
16 

Yet we know 
that a person is made right with God by faith in Jesus Christ, not by obeying 
the law. And we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we might be made right 
with God because of our faith in Christ, not because we have obeyed the law. 
For no one will ever be made right with God by obeying the law.” 

 

 

OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
John 21:15-19 (NIV) 

 

 

 
15 

After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me more than these?” 
“Yes, Lord,” Peter replied, “you know I love you.” 
“Then feed my lambs,” Jesus told him. 
16 

Jesus repeated the question: “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
“Yes, Lord,” Peter said, “you know I love you.” 
“Then take care of my sheep,” Jesus said. 
17 

A third time he asked him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
Peter was hurt that Jesus asked the question a third time. He said, “Lord, you 
know everything. You know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Then feed my sheep. 

18 
“I tell you the truth, when you were young, you were able to do as you liked; 

you dressed yourself and went wherever you wanted to go. But when you are 
old, you will stretch out your hands, and others will dress you and take you 
where you don’t want to go.” 

19 
Jesus said this to let him know by what kind of 

death he would glorify God. Then Jesus told him, “Follow me.” 
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THE MESSAGE     

Unafraid: How to Do the Right Thing 
By Lloyd Evans 

(Copies of this sermon and others can be found  
online at mlcjoliet.org)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN:                              p. 366 v. 1-2 & 4  The Hymnal  
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 WORDS OF FAITH                                  Luther’s Explanation of the Third Article 
I believe that I cannot, by my own understanding or effort, believe in Jesus Christ my 
Lord, or come to Him. But the Holy Spirit has called me through the Gospel, 
enlightened me with His gifts, and sanctified and kept me in true faith. In the same 
way, He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church of earth, 
and keeps it united with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church day 
after day, He fully forgives my sins and the sins of all believers. On the last day, He will 
raise me and all the dead and give me and all believers in Christ eternal life. This is 
most certainly true.  
      
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
COMMUNION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                             
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
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CLOSING HYMN                        p. 271  v.1 & 2 The Hymnal  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                         Rose Ann Sochan   
God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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MLC NEWS 
 

CHURCH BUILDING 
Our church building is closed until further notice. However, the office remains open for 
electronic communication (phone, email, social media) Tuesday-Friday, 9 am to 5 pm.  

 
VOTING ON PASTORAL CANDIDATES 

Church members should be receiving voting ballots for our next senior pastor and 
associate pastor. If you do not receive one by Monday, April 6, please contact the church 

office at 815-741-4488 or email Lloyd.  
 

CHURCH SERVICE 
Our church service is moving exclusively online indefinitely, with only one service at 9:30 

am. It will be a blended service, with communion, offering, worship and a sermon. You are 
encouraged to partake communion with us using your own bread and wine/grape juice, 

and participate in our offering time using one of the three online methods outlined in this 
bulletin. Prayer requests for our prayer time during worship can be send to the office at 

worship@mlcjoliet.org or texted to 865-399-0187. 
 

CHURCH IN A BAG 
For Holy Week, we’ll be doing something exciting called “Church in a Bag”. In the bag will 
be items to help families observe Holy Week and celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. You 

will be able to pick this bag up starting Wednesday, April 1, in front of the church building 
by door 13 (office entrance). The code for the lock box containing the bags will be emailed 
to you from the church before Wednesday. There will also be some delivery times available 
if you would rather stay at home. Contact the church office for times. The bags will be left 

on your front door if you choose this option.  
 

MLC CHILDREN'S MINISTRY 
 

FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES  
These classes will be through at home and e-learning options. Those involved should 

watch for more information. If you haven’t yet, check out what you’ve been sent for past 
sessions.  

  
AWANA  

We are postponing Awards Night until May, and we will not meet for the remaining club 
nights. However, clubbers are encouraged to continue working in their handbooks at 

home with an adult as awards will still be handed out. More detailed instructions will be 
communicated to those involved for how to share their progress in handbook completion. 

Video lessons have been shared on our Facebook page for some of the Awana groups.  
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MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 

S.A.L.T. 
will be streaming online on the MLC YouTube channel for Tuesday, 3/30. Details 

will be found via Remind, e-mail and Facebook. Check it out at bit.ly/
MLCJolietYouTube. 

 
HEAD2HEART 

H2H will be streamed on the MLC YouTube channel for Wednesday, 3/31. There 
will be no on campus H2H meeting. Students, make sure you have Kahoot on 

your phone because we will be playing a game. It's better if you watch the 
stream on one device and play the game on your phone or tablet. Check it out at 

bit.ly/MLCJolietYouTube. 
 

IGNITE CONFERENCE 
The Ignite Conference for April 3 & 4 has been canceled. 

 
INSTAGRAM ACCOUNT 

We have a new Messiah Student Ministry Instagram account: msmjoliet. Follow it 
and check out what's going on there as well. 

  

EVENTS 

WORSHIP SERVICE LIVE STREAM (Sunday, 3/29 at 9:30 am) 
(pre-stream begins at 9:15 am) (Facebook & YouTube) 

STUDENT MINISTRY SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sunday, 3/29 at 10:45 am)  
For 6th through 12th grade, right after Sunday worship (YT) 

S.A.L.T. for high school students (Tuesday, 3/31 at 6:15 pm)  
(Zoom multiconference platform, ask Brian for more details) 

HEAD2HEART for middle school students (Wednesday, 4/1 at 6:15 pm) 
 for 6th to 8th grade students (YT) 

AWANA TEACHING VIDEOS are posted on Wednesdays 
(FB & YT) 

VIRTUAL PRAYER GROUP (Thursday, 4/2 at 10 am)  
(email Pastor Dave for more details) 

PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVE STREAM (Sunday, 4/5 at 9:30 am)  
(pre-stream begins at 9:15 am)  
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 POSTPONMENTS 
Our De-escalation Training Seminar (scheduled for March 28) and our SonRise 
Easter Breakfast (scheduled for April 12) are both postponed to a later date, as 
is the Ladies Day 2020 at Olivet Nazarene University has been postponed to a 

later date 
 

LCMC SAFETY CONFERENCE AT MESSIAH (Saturday, May 2 @ 9 am) 
MLC will be heading up an LCMC conference on Saturday, May 2 from 9 am to 3 
pm. The topic will be “Safety and Security at Church”. Leading the conference will 

be Pastor Kurt Hoover and Pat Burke. Other presenters include Peter Harper, 
security consultant with Options3 Risk Solutions, and representatives from 
Brotherhood Mutual and the Joliet police department. The LCMC Illinois 

Fellowship is sponsoring this conference and it’s free to anyone who would like 
to attend. 

 
CONTACTS: 

Pastor Kurt: pastor.hoover@mlcjoliet.org 
Pastor Dave: pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org 

Brian Phipps: brian@mlcjoliet.org 
Lloyd Evans: worship@mlcjoliet.org 

Christine Murray: office.manager@mlcjoliet.org 
Sherri Unyi: bookkeeper@mlcjoliet.org 

 
FACEBOOK PAGE: facebook.com/mlcjoliet.org 

YOUTUBE PAGE: bit.ly/MLCJolietYouTube  

 
ONLINE & AUTOMATED GIVING 

 

There are four ways to give to MLC without using the offering plate: 
 

1) Follow this link: messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 
2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use 

either your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

If you need assistance with any of these, please email worship@mlcjoliet.org or 
call the church office at (815) 741-4488. 

4) Mail your giving to our address, 40 Houbolt Rd., Joliet, IL 60431. 
 

Please feel free to use any of the methods above. FYI, automatic bank withdrawal 
via the Church Center app is the least expensive method for the church to 

process giving payments electronically, but everyone is welcome to use any of 
the following methods.  
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 MESSIAH WEDNESDAY LENTEN  
& HOLY WEEK SERVICES 

 
April 9 (Maundy Thursday) at 7 pm 

April 10 (Good Friday) at 1 pm & 7 pm 
April 12 (Easter Sunday) at 7, 8, 9:30 and 11 am 

NOTE: These services will most likely be online only. More information to come. 

STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:18  
“In everything give thanks; for this is 

God’s will for you in Christ Jesus”  

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

WEEK OF MARCH 22 
9:30 am (online): 192 

 
S.A.L.T. (online): 14 

Head2Heart (online): 27 
 

All counts are estimates only. 

2020 BUDGET 
 

Operating Expenses:  $718,441 
Average Need Each Week: $13,816 

Received last week: $6,152 
Received year-to-date: $131,033 
Needed year-to-date:  $151,976 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (March 29) 
8:30 am Worship Rehearsal 

9:30 am Online Worship 
10:45 am Online MS & HS Sunday School 

MONDAY (March 30) 
N/A 

TUESDAY (March 31) 
6:30 pm Online S.A.L.T. (H.S. Small Group) 

WEDNESDAY (April 1) 
6:15 pm Online Head2Heart 

6:30 pm Online Awana 
THURSDAY (April 2) 

10 am Virtual Prayer Group 
11 am Virtual Staff Meeting 

FRIDAY (April 3) 
N/A 

SATURDAY (April 4) 
N/A 

NEXT SUNDAY (April 5) 
Palm Sunday 

8:30 Worship Rehearsal 
9:30 am Online Worship 

10:45 am Online MS & HS Sunday School 

BIBLE TRIVIA  
(Don’t Google until you’ve tried to answer!) 

 
1) How did Judas identify Jesus as the one to be arrested? 

2) On Good Friday, Jesus was brought before Pontius Pilate for trial. Why did 
Pontius Pilate condemn Jesus to death? 

3) What language was most of the New Testament originally written in? 
4) What is John the baptizer’s father’s name? 

5) Who wrote Acts of Apostles? 


