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There Is A Higher Law 

 I am angered by recent laws passed by Governor Pritzker and the Illinois State Representatives. 

Among the laws passed almost after hours to prevent public debate, was the law permitting a child to be 

aborted up to the point of his/her normal delivery. I am embarrassed because there has been no great 

outrage. I am concerned because we have reached the point of infanticide. I am angered because a nation 

and a state are only as good as their ability to care for the weakest and most defenseless under its care. I 

write this article because there is a higher law for us to follow than the laws of the State of Illinois. 

Your opinion of being pro-life or pro-choice might be different than mine. That is fine with me. People can 

see things differently. But maybe you can agree that there is no middle road anymore in politics. There is 

little compassion or common sense either. Women and families in crisis might have to make difficult 

decisions, but abortion does not have to be the first and only choice for anyone. A caring society should be 

able to provide women and families with adoption alternatives, childcare possibilities, educational 

opportunities and the supportive help of friends and church.  

The case for allowing abortion throughout someone’s pregnancy is that abortion is necessary at times to 

save the mother’s life or because of pregnancy caused by rape or incest. The truth is that less than 4% of 

abortions are needed to save a mother’s life. Less than 1% of abortions are the result of pregnancies 

caused by incest or rape. How many millions of innocent lives have been lost? 

I have great empathy for any woman of any age who finds herself facing a difficult pregnancy. I don’t 

condemn anyone for decisions made because of lack of support, information or alternatives. Many women 

live with great sadness because they sought an abortion. In our congregation we don’t judge anyone 

because of their views or choices. But we do offer them love and alternatives. Over the years we have 

helped pregnant teens and adults find low cost or free medical care. We have found them shelter, work, 

adoption possibilities and families offering their children foster care.  

There was a story in the news recently of a baby who was born at the weight of 8 ounces, normally a life 

threatening situation. But with proper medical care and love the child went home healthy a few months 

later at 5 pounds. In Governor Pritzker’s world the same hospital that saved that tiny child’s life would take 

the life of a normally developed child in the next room – simple because of someone’s choice. 

You and I as Christians follow a higher law. God’s law tells us “Thou shall not kill”. God’s law teaches that 

God creates each of us in our mother’s womb. God’s law promises that he has a plan for every life. God’s 

law tells us to love our neighbor and to show them compassion. It’s time for you and me to pray, write 

letters to our leaders and give women a true choice. If life ends when a heart stops beating, why isn’t it 

also true that life begins when a heart starts beating?      

Pastor David Nygard 

From Pastor David Nygard 
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Dreams and Visions   

‘I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will 

dream dreams, your young men will see visions.’ – Joel 2:28 

You have a great new group of leaders elected this summer with just enough veterans sticking 

around.  Beth Hohisel, our new president, has lead two different boards, maintained financial 

reports as treasurer as well as directing multiple ministries in the church.  If you don’t know Beth 

make it a point to introduce yourself.   

At our first council meeting of the year Beth encouraged us to look at the mission statement of 

our church and summarized it thus:  

“We seek to be faithful to Jesus Christ and be known for sharing His love and teachings by 

encouraging members to use their gifts for God’s glory, expanding outside our church, and 

strengthening and building Christian family values.”   

The discussion was an encouragement for each team leader to review the mission with their 

board and ask ourselves ‘why’ we lead the ministry each group facilitates.  For me it was an 

encouragement to start fresh and remember why we do what we do.   

What is it that you picture God doing in this place or in your life through your church family in the 

next 2-3 years?  How does the mission God has given us align with your personal goals and 

plans?  I encourage you to reread Messiah’s unique mission and ask your self ‘why’ you do and 

lead your family in the stuff that you do.  Might this be a season where you stop doing things 

because that is what you have always done and start fresh?  

I would love to hear your thoughts.  What does the future hold for Messiah Lutheran Church?  How 

will we be known in our community?  How will we be thought of by the thousands of people that 

drive by our corner each day?   

All I ask, before you give me that feedback, is that you follow Beth’s final encouragement to us as 

we reviewed the mission as the elected leadership of the church.  You can give me your honest 

thoughts, concerns, excitements, dreams and visions for the church in your life and the 

community so long as you pray for Messiah, our elected leaders, the ministry of each board and 

the families whose lives will be changed in this place in the years to come.  

  

In Christ, 

Pr. Kurt Hoover  

From Pastor Kurt Hoover 
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Molly Hoover and Heather Southcomb 

have spear-headed VBS for the past 3 

years and devoted countless hours to 

planning and achieving near perfect 

events for us. Can you just imagine how 

much time and effort goes into planning 

an event of this size - The planning didn't 

just start 2 weeks ago - it started way 

back in February coordinating 100+ vol-

unteers over 8 stations; openings, clos-

ings, T-shirts (did you notice that all the T-

shirt were alphabetically sorted; labeled 

and folded neatly with any missing paper-

work or CD's enclosed?  

 

We all just showed up Monday morning 

assured that we'll have everything go 

smoothly - we'll have snacks; it will be 

cool enough everywhere; we'll have band-

aids; helpers; musicians; coffee; skits; 

props; decorations; answers and every-

thing we need! Each grade will have lead-

ers and helpers; a place to go; crafts to 

make; sign-out tickets so they go home with the right mom; name tags printed; lanyards; Bi-

ble memory buddies or stickers; games to play; music to sing and then off-course Sunday 

Fest with food; games; jumpy castles; music and lots of fun.   

 

And all throughout, these two, with their pink T-shirts run around adjusting tables; caring for 

sick kids; making signs; answering questions; listening to "advice on how to make it better" 

next year, turning on lights and air conditioners and all with the broadest of smiles! Nothing 

could faze these 2! They send out emails to recount the day's event, check up with station 

and group leaders if they need anything and while we're all at home resting up after a busy 

day at VBS, they're still there, closing windows; cleaning up stuff; checking on problems; turn-

ing lights and A/C's off before collecting their own children to go home. THEN comes the big 

Clean Up! They organize crews, find other churches to take some of our decorations and 

make sure everything is packed up and out of the way until we do it all over again next sum-

mer! 

 

They both have day-jobs and young families to tend to, with busy lives running between sports 

and lessons and classes but they devote themselves to our VBS and our children and their 

love for Jesus once again - so if you see these two, give them lots and lots of love and thank 

you's - it is because of them that our VBS is a wonderful success.  

 

Thank you Heather and Molly! 

Spotlight: VBS Leaders 
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Stewardship Stuff 

Stewardship board transitioned from Beth Hohisel to Doug Potts as Direc-

tor.  Board members are Gerry Boe, Gary Phillips and Donna Steir.     

 

Board discussed applications for Christian Service Scholarship.  Board awarded 

two $1530 Christian Service Scholarships to Kersten Bauc and Sam Olson. Ker-

sten is a student at Moody Bible Institute pursing a youth ministry career.  Sam 

Olson will be going to Florida for Discipleship Training, through Youth with a Mis-

sion (YWAM), to pursue a career in outreach ministry.  Congratulations to Kersten 

and Sam. Stewardship board will be reviewing and updating benevolence organi-

zations contacts for the coming year.   

 

What talents has God blessed you with? How can you use your time and talents to 

serve the Lord? You can participate in God’s work throughout our church, whether 

it be hands on work with the Properties board, Memory Bears or Quilters, helping 

to prepare for or serve during the church service (greeter, usher, reader, commun-

ion assistant..) or supporting our many children and youth activities.  

What has God provided for you? How blessed we are to be able to give and serve 

from what He has provided us!  Please pray about how you can help. Let the of-

fice know what you have interest in.  

 

Your talents are needed!  

 

We are highlighting a list of work projects every month that need completed. The 

projects range from easy to difficult. If you are interested in taking on one of 

these projects, please contact Lloyd Evans at worship@mlcjoliet.org. The projects 

for July are: 

Gathering House 2nd floor staple removal 

Gathering House 220 outlet removal 

Gathering House water heater installation 

Paint Gathering House closet door white 

Review both north sanctuary doors for repair 

Paint touch up in office restrooms 

July Church Work Projects 

Communications Deadlines 
Please note that content for the weekly bulletin is due by noon each Thursday & con-

tent for the monthly newsletter is due by the 22nd of each month. Thank you for 

your cooperation! 

. 
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Our "To Mars and Beyond" VBS was another huge success! We had 120 students and 100 

volunteers together for the week learning about how the love of God is so much bigger 

than we could ever ask or imagine! As we talked about going beyond with faith, boldness, 

kindness, thankfulness and hope, we also gave above and beyond and raised over $900 

for MorningStar Mission throughout the week. 

 

We capped off our week with a "VBS Fest" on Sunday, June 23. We invited everyone back 

for our VBS Themed worship at 11:00 full of VBS music, energy, and a special message 

brought by our Intern, Brian. This was followed with food, fellowship and games for the 

kids. It was a great day and so fun to see families in church together who had never been 

here before. 

 

Everyone in the church has a hand in our VBS program each summer. From dollar challeng-

es to donations to prayers to snacks for volunteers to decorating to being here during the 

week to VBS Fest to cleaning up, we sincerely thank you for your support and time, energy, 

and resources. See you next summer!! 

VBS 2019 
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VBS 2019 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed 

 1 

 

2 3 

6:30 PM Ignite 

7:15 PM Worship 

7 

7:45 AM Prayer Time 

8 AM Worship 

9:30 AM Worship 

11 AM Family Praise &  

Worship 

8 

Daybreak Shelter 

9 10 

6:30 PM Ignite 

7:!5 PM Worship 

14 

7:45 AM Prayer Time 

8 AM Worship 

9:30 AM Worship 

11 AM Family Praise &  

Worship 

12:30 PM YLT 

3:00 PM Game Night 

15 16 

9 AM Quilters 

6:30 PM Boards 

7:30 PM PPC Meeting 

17 

6:30 PM Ignite 

7:15 PM Worship 

21 

7:45 AM Prayer Time 

8 AM Worship 

9:30 AM Worship 

11 AM Family Praise &  

Worship 

22 23 

9 AM Memory Bears 

24 

6:30 PM Ignite 

7:15 PM Worship 

28 

7:45 AM Prayer Time 

8 AM Worship 

9:30 AM Worship 

11 AM Family Praise &  

Worship 

29 30 31 

6:30 PM Ignite Pool Party @ the 

Bonds 

7:15 PM Worship 

JULY 2019
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Thu Fri Sat 

6:30 PM Ignite 

7:15 PM Worship 

4 

10 AM Prayer Time 

11 AM Staff Meeting 

5 

6 PM Messiah Scrappers 

6 

9 AM Worship Team Rehearsal 

6:30 PM Ignite 

7:!5 PM Worship 

11 

10 AM Prayer Time 

11 AM Staff Meeting 

12 

9 AM Worship Team Rehearsal 

13 

 

6:30 PM Ignite 

7:15 PM Worship 

18 

10 AM Prayer Time 

11 AM Staff Meeting 

19 20 

9 AM Worship Team Rehearsal 

6:30 PM Ignite 

7:15 PM Worship 

25 

10 AM Prayer Time 

11 AM Staff Meeting 

26 27 

9 AM Worship Team Rehearsal 

6:30 PM Ignite Pool Party @ the 

7:15 PM Worship 

   

ULY 2019 
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The Arkos no longer have a land line.  

They can be reached via cell at 630-726-0713 

 

 
I want to bring you up to speed on the new Safety and Security Ministry, so that we can discuss a pro-

posal recommendation at our next meeting and also to save time at the meeting. 

The focus of the Safety and Security Mission is Christ Centered, aligning with the mission of Messiah 

Lutheran to help provide a safe and secure place of worship for our congregation, visitors and staff.  

We plan to do this through the development of awareness programs and training.  People of faith and 

houses of worship have been the target of violence.  Our society has changed, it is move violent, think-

ing it won’t happen is a dangerous mindset.  Bad things happen to good people, even God’s people.  

We’ve learned that the church is not immune to evil in the world.  This does not mean we plan to have 

armed guards welcoming members and guest.  What we do plan to do is train and role play with our 

ushers and greeters.  We also plan to create a security team from members of our congregation who 

can be the eyes and ears and aware of what is going on, but in a welcoming way.  The plan for a secu-

rity came from myself and Marty Hohisel attending a workshop on Safe and Secure Churches put on 

by Shepherd’s Watch and also co-sponsored by Mutual Brotherhood (our insurance company). 

We want new people to come to Messiah and we want people to find Christ who are dealing with diffi-

cult issues. 

We prioritized a list of items that was developed by the previous board led by Ron Dodd, recommenda-

tions from the Joliet Police Department and congregation members.    

Action Items for 2019: 

Define tornado shelter areas and post signage – Completed. 

Purchase an AED for the Family Life Center – Purchased and to be hung 

Rekey and reissue locks and install key card doors in several critical areas of the building – In pro-

cess 

Create a 3 Year Plan – The document is in draft form 

Purchase Walkie Talkie – quotes in and purchase to be made 

Training for Ushers and Greeters – To be scheduled 

Purchase Shepherd’s Watch Training Materials – purchased 

CPR Training – to be scheduled fall 2019 

Security System and Camera Installation Upgrade – Will be working with Dave Freeman  

Recommended door to the choir be changed to allow for entrance during Choir Practice – Dave 

Freeman plans to change out both doors in the Sanctuary in 2019 

Recommended hiring a Consultant, Peter Harper, to help institute the security program and the 

culture change within Messiah.  We recommend a 6 month contract which is payable in 

monthly installments.  The contract can be terminated by us at any time.  The total cost would 

be $9,700, which includes travel (air, hotel and car rental).  We would like be able to vote on 

this at the June 18th board meeting.  The proposal is attached.   

If you would like more information on the security plan, I have a DVD you can watch or feel free to 

reach out to me. 

Pat Burke, Director 

Safety & Security Ministry 

(815) 931-1427 

Safety & Security Ministry 

Directory Changes 
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I recently gave this letter of encouragement to our new directors, officer and team members. I thought that you might 

enjoy the good news and encouragement found in it.  

 

I thank you from my heart for your willingness to serve our congregation the next two years. Your help, creativity and 

faith are needed at Messiah…  

 

 Seven years ago, we began to discuss the need for a Family Life Center to enhance our ministry and grow our 

church family. It seemed a challenging, frightening task. We were just making our  budget. Money was tight. We had 

just enough volunteers but not any extra. The fear was that if we took a step of faith that we might fail. Then our fund 

raising manager told us that we needed to enlist 250 volunteers to  

handle specific tasks for the project. 250 volunteers! I thought that he was crazy! 

 

 But we found them! All of them were nervous and felt unprepared for whatever God was asking us to do to-

gether. It would have been so easy to stay home. Here’s what happened. Seven years later our Family Life Center is 

built, paid for, and ready to be used for great things.  

 

 Here’s how it happened.  

1) We prayed about everything – at home and in our meetings. We asked God to do what we could not do on our own.  

2) We showed up for the meetings.  

3) We worked together as teams; no one had all the work. We shared the load.  

4) In time God gave each of us talents and confidence that we never had before.  

5) Each individual and team had clear job descriptions and goals.  

6) We met together often to discuss how one team might help another team.  

7) We made it a priority to communicate our goals and actions to the entire congregation – making them a part of the 

team.  

8) We didn’t try to do everything ourselves but worked hard to enlist the help of every member.  

9) We emphasized that we all had different but equal gifts to share, and we were all needed.  

10) We never forgot that our mission was more important than building a gym. We were creating a church that could 

introduce people to a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. We were evangelists; not social directors. 

11) We never stopped praying. 

 

When all was said and done, most of the 250 volunteers were heard to say, “This was great! We need to do some-

thing like this again.” 

 

I know that your reaction in two years will be the same. God bless you.  

 

Pastor David Nygard  

A Letter of Encouragement from Pr. Nygard 

 

 

 

 

When: Wednesday Nights 6:30-8:30 

Who is it for: 7-12 Grades Fall 2019 

Special dates to keep in mind: 

July 31st Pool Party @ the Bond’s 

August 7th - Late Night w/ IGNITE! We’ll B going to FMSC & return @ 10:30ish 

August 21st - Band, Bonfire & Games 

 

OTHER SUMMER YOUTH EVENTS: 

 

• Jr. High summer camp July 7-12 at Center Lake Bible Camp 

• Sr. High - High Adventure trip July 14-20 in West Virginia  

Summer Youth Ministry 
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Counters   Readers 8 AM 

Date Name   Name Date 

July 7 Brian Wielbek, Dan Stukel   Dan Stukel July 7 

July 14 Gayle Arko, Wayne Lauffer   Ruth Ann Ungeran July 14 

July 21 Stan Buhr, Kate Joho  Marsha Smith July 21 

July 28 Cindy Moauro, Judy Fowler S Bev Korby July 28 

Ushers 8 AM  E Readers 9:30 AM 

July 7 Terry Anderson, Jerry Buchenau R Beth Hohisel July 7 

July 14 Don Cyborski, Dave Peterson V Angie Mitchka July 14 

July 21 Wayne Lauffer, Terry Anderson I Molly Hoover July 21 

July 28 Craig Stone, Dave Peterson N Doug Potts July 28 

Ushers 9:30 AM  G Readers 11 AM 

July 7 Bill Unyi, Lou Mahalik  Linda Hallberg July 7 

July 14 Judy Queen, Gerry Hauge  Donna Stier July 21 

July 21 Bob Arko, Roger Liberty  Greeters 8 AM 

July 28 Aimee Gipes, Stephanie Gregolas A Ray & Ina Brixey July 7 

Ushers 11 AM T Gloria Austin & Ruth Ann Ungeran July 14 

July 7 Gary Phillips, Harold Stier   Darlene Matison July 21 

July 14 Gary Ally, OPEN  Marge Christenson July 28 

July 21 Doug & Janet Potts   Greeters 9:30 AM  

July 28 Mike Scarcelli, Darryl Hoelscher M Bob & Gayle Arko July 7 

Communion Assistants 8 AM E Bev Korby July 14 

July 7 Marsha Smith, Nancy Bertnik S Sharon Morton July 21 

July 14 Dan & Jane Stukel S Sheldon & Marjie Nicol July 28 

July 21 Mike & Kate Joho I  Greeters 11 AM 

July 28 Sandi Peterson, Greg Dole A Pat Haaksma, Linda Frey July 7 

Communion Assistants 9:30 AM H Kim Ciuffini July 14 

July 7 Sherye Schwarz, Kersten Bauc, Beverly Korby  Liz Liming July 21 

July 21 LInda Hawkinson, OPEN  Kim Ciuffini July 28 

Communion Assistants 11 AM  

Would you like to help serve?  
Call the Church Office at 815-741-4488   

July 7 Linda Hallberg, Gary Ally, Donna Stier  

July 21 Donna Stier, Harold Stier  
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July 1 

Jim & Lynn Ortinau 

Grace Weiss 

July 2 

Jacob Anderson 

Maura Freeman 

Andrew Gonzalez 

Leonard Winters 

July 3 

LeAnn Fox 

Sophia Miller 

David Stier 

July 4 

Jay & Kris Weiss 

Ethan Cariveau 

Taylor Eaheart 

Robert Kadubec 

Lorraine Racich 

July 5 

Samantha Kowalczyk 

Andrea Mitchell 

Jessee O’Neill 

Valdemar Queen 

Lori Spielman 

July 7 

Timothy & Kristi Boe 

Elyssa Boe 

Rowan & Diane Hedden 

Sonja Knudsen 

Alexei Stier 

Tiffany Trizna 

July 8 

Giovanna Bavone 

Nicholas Bravo 

Rebecca Brownlow 

Peyton Dykstra 

Joe Steg 

July 9 

Connor Dudinski 

Bill Unyi 

July 10 

Kevin Conner 

Timothy & Millie Dodge 

Colton Eldred 

July Birthdays & Anniversaries 
July 11 

Gil Anderson 

James Anderson 

David & Karen Nygard 

July 12 

Kathleen Carlson 

Judy Jelm 

Luanne Jelm-Eickholtz 

Michele Larson 

Joceline Moore 

Julia Spielman 

Katie Wardisiani 

John & Sharon Wiley 

July 13 

Brandt Fick 

Joni Hilger 

Larry Vickers 

July 15 

Eric & Lisa Boe 

Richard Carlson 

Clinton & Ellen Parnell 

Carmen Perez Soto 

Kayden Thomasson 

Jay Weiss 

July 16 

Jacob Anderson 

Eddy Hartmann 

July 17 

Beth Hohisel 

Rod Juell 

Norma Miller 

Mary Mitchell 

July 18 

Ron Fowler 

Patrick & Katy Hester 

Karen Nygard 

July 19 

Jesse Cohoon 

Jayme Holmgren 

Emelia Kennedy 

Taylor Novak 

Jacob Ouimette 

Joe & Shannon Steg 

 

 

July 20 

Eric & Jamie Bowman 

Rachel Holmgren 

Faith Mathis 

Bob Robertson 

July 21 

John & Betty Hines 

Jessica Schroth 

July 22 

Janet Adcox 

Toni Johnson 

Carol Zirzow 

July 23 

Amanda Fox 

Lynda Mahalik 

Jacob Tomasson 

July 24 

Justin Brown 

Kinsley Moore 

July 25 

Brian & Ann Cummings 

Catherine Stacy 

July 26 

Gary Doorn 

July 27 

Rex Stepien 

July 28 

Ron & Laura Haldeman 

Kate Joho 

Brenna Luebbing 

Alison Warwick 

Nathaniel Wiley 

July 29 

Tom Conner 

John Jacob 

Robert & Norma Miller 

July 30 

Dave Crago 

Isabella Magrini 

Isabella Wieher 

July 31 

Scott Binkley 

Darryl & Chris Hoelscher 

Shannon McGrath 

Norma Purcell 

Tom & Lori Spielman 

WORSHIP WITH US THIS SUMMER!   

When you aren’t traveling, worship with us.  

When You aren’t home, worship God somewhere!  

The work, Joy and fellowship of our congregation continues every week.                    

Be a part of it! 

Don’t Forget! 
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