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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
JANUARY 24, 2021 

8:00 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Children’s Outreach Director: Christine Murray 

Youth Director: Brian Phipps 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church livestream 
JANUARY 24, 2021 

8:00 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                             Rose Ann Sochan 
 
 
OPENING HYMN  “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” p. 427 v. 1-2, 4 The Hymnal
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LITANY ADAPTED FROM PSALM 102  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
let my cry come to you! 
Do not hide your face from me in the day of my distress! 
Incline your ear to me; answer me speedily in the day when I 
call!  
For my days pass away like smoke,  
and my bones burn like a furnace.  
My heart is struck down like grass and has withered; I forget to          
eat my bread.  
All the day my enemies taunt me; those who deride me use my  
name for a curse.  
But you, O Lord, are enthroned forever; 
you are remembered throughout all generations.  
You will arise and have pity on Zion;  
it is the time to favor her; the appointed time has come.  
We worship you LORD in the Name of the Father, The Son and the 
Holy Spirit  
Amen.  

Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
 
All: 
 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
 
All: 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE   “Rejoice, the Lord Is King”  p. 228  v. 1-3  The Hymnal 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE   “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”  p. 51 v. 1-2   The Hymnal 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  

  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is 
known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and re-
store me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven. 
We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  Amen.  

 
THE OFFERING                                                                          Rose Ann Sochan 
 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                     Faye Werner  
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OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Psalm 34:4-18 (NLT) 
Reader:  
 
4
 I prayed to the Lord, and he answered me. He freed me from all my fears. 

5 
Those who 

look to him for help will be radiant with joy; no shadow of shame will darken their faces. 
6
 In my desperation I prayed, and the Lord listened; he saved me from all my troubles. 

7
 For the angel of the Lord is a guard; he surrounds and defends all who fear him. 

8
 Taste 

and see that the Lord is good. Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in him 
9
 Fear 

the Lord, you his godly people, for those who fear him will have all they need. 
10

 Even 
strong young lions sometimes go hungry, but those who trust in the Lord will lack no 
good thing.

11
 Come, my children, and listen to me and I will teach you to fear the Lord. 

12
 Does anyone want to live a life that is long and prosperous? 

13
 Then keep your tongue 

from speaking evil and your lips from telling lies! 
14

 Turn away from evil and do good. 
Search for peace, and work to maintain it. 

15
 The eyes of the Lord watch over those who 

do right; his ears are open to their cries for help. 
16

 But the Lord turns his face against 
those who do evil; he will erase their memory from the earth. 

17
 The Lord hears his peo-

ple when they call to him for help. He rescues them from all their troubles.
18

 The Lord is 
close to the brokenhearted; he rescues those whose spirits are crushed. 
  
OUR EPISTLE LESSON 
1 Peter 5:1-9 (NLT) 
 
5 And now, a word to you who are elders in the churches. I, too, am an elder and a wit-
ness to the sufferings of Christ. And I, too, will share in his glory when he is revealed to 
the whole world. As a fellow elder, I appeal to you: 2 Care for the flock that God has en-
trusted to you. Watch over it willingly, not grudgingly—not for what you will get out of 
it, but because you are eager to serve God. 3 Don’t lord it over the people assigned to 
your care, but lead them by your own good example. 4 And when the Great Shepherd 
appears, you will receive a crown of never-ending glory and honor. 
5 In the same way, you who are younger must accept the authority of the elders. And all 
of you, dress yourselves in humility as you relate to one another, for 
“God opposes the proud 
    but gives grace to the humble. 
6 So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right time he will lift 
you up in honor. 7 Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you. 
8 Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring 
lion, looking for someone to devour. 9 Stand firm against him, and be strong in your 
faith. Remember that your family of believers all over the world is going through the 
same kind of suffering you are. 
 
OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
Matthew 16:24-27 (NIV)  
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24 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must 
give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me. 

25 
If you try to hang on to 

your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it. 
26 

And 
what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul?

 
Is anything 

worth more than your soul? 
27 

For the Son of Man will come with his angels in the glo-
ry of his Father and will judge all people according to their deeds. 

 
                                                                 
                                                                        
 

 
                                                                              MESSAGE          
                                                                                                “Dangerous Prayers” 
                                                                                                  By Pastor David Stier 
                                                                                             (Copies of this sermon and  
                                                                      others can be found online  
                                                                                  at mlcjoliet.org)   
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WORSHIP SONG      “I Need Thee Every Hour” v. 1-2, 4   p. 428 

 
 
 
WORDS OF FAITH                                                       The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He 
rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
 
HYMN                                      “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
All: Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this holy meal 
and the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith within our 
hearts. We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy presence. Melt us, 
mold us, fill us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
THE BENEDICTION 
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 CLOSING SONG                  “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” v.1-3 
 

 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                        Rose Ann Sochan   

God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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MLC NEWS 

 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Our annual congregational meeting will occur on January 31 at 12:30 pm. All members 
are encouraged to attend. We will also be streaming the meeting with a password-
protected stream for members who request it. You can do this by emailing Lloyd at 
worship@mlcjoliet.org. If you have questions, please submit them by noon, January 

30th to the same email address. At the meeting we will be voting on the 2021 church 
budget. There will be annual reports available on January 24 in the narthex. 

 
CONNECTION CARD 

Stay connected with Messiah Lutheran. Fill out the green connection card in the pew 
in front of you, or go to bit.ly/MLCConnect to fill out our online connection card. 

 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Follow this link: messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use either 
your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  

3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES FOR JANUARY 
Please make your reservation for what service you plan to attend at  

mlcjoliet.org.  The 8:00 and 9:30 services will be streamed live as well, and there will be 
overflow in the narthex for those services if we surpass the 70 person threshold. Other 

non-religious or non-educational building usage will be encouraged to follow both 
state and church-posted protocols. If you’d like a standing reservation at one of the 

services, call the office or email Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org and we will put you on 
the standing reservation list.   

 
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY (February 7th—April 11) 

Planning for the future is hard when you’re still paying for the past! Listen—there’s a 
better way! Join MLC’s Financial Peace University class, and we’ll learn how to beat 

debt and make a plan for the future together! Interested? Join us at MLC start-
ing Sunday, February 7, 2021 at 12:15 pm in the Fireside Room. You can sign up and 

start your 14-day free trial of Financial Peace at fpu.com/1132981. The first ten to reg-
ister get a full scholarship for the class and Messiah Lutheran will contribute $100 to-

ward an emergency fund for the first ten local residents who complete the class 
(based on need). 

 
GET INVOLVED 

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER 

Because of Covid-19, Daybreak Shelter is now collecting and delivering them instead 
of packaging them. We are still accepting donations of these items during normal of-
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fice hours, Monday through Friday, 9 am to 5 pm. We need donations of individually 
wrapped snacks, instant oatmeal, hot chocolate packets, cereal boxes (small) and fruit. 

 
BLOOD DRIVE (Sunday, February 28 from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm) 

Messiah will be hosting a blood drive. Your support of blood drives helps save lives and 
helps us fulfill our mission as a church! Someone needs blood every three seconds – just 
think of the impact you’re making in the lives of people across Illinois. Schedule your ap-

pointment at bit.ly/MLCDrive. 

 
MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
ZOOM KAHOOT PARTY (Sunday, January 31 at 3 pm) 

You are invited to the Messiah Kids virtual Kahoot trivia event. Join us on Sunday, January 
31 at 3pm for a fun Kahoot trivia night for kid’s grades K-6th. Prizes will be awarded to the 

top scorers! To join the event, you will need the Zoom code sent via email to Sunday 
School and Awana parents. If you did not receive the Zoom code via email, please contact 

office.manager@mlcjoliet.org. The code to join the Kahoot game will be provided once 
you join the event on Zoom.  

We recommend you use one device (I.E. a computer) to join the Zoom and a second device 
(I.E. a smart phone) for Kahoot. Please join the Zoom and have Kahoot open about 5-10 

minutes prior to the 3pm start time to to avoid any delays in starting the game.   
 

AWANA (Wednesdays, online) 
Awana looks a little different, but the goal of teaching children the word of God and train-
ing them to serve Him will remain.  It’s virtual Awana, with weekly releases including wor-

ship time, group lessons and bible verse memorization. We’ll be sure to meet in a large ar-
ea and practice social distancing. It’s for Preschool - 6

th
 grade. Make sure to join Remind to 

get the latest Awana updates. To join, simply text @awanamlc to 81010 or go to re-
mind.com/join/awanamlc. Get links to Awana videos at mlcjoliet.org/awana. 

 
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL (Begins Sunday, March 7 at 9:30 am) 

If you’re in kindergarten through sixth grade, join this group for Sunday school in the Fam-
ily Life Center. Social distancing and other safety protocols will be followed.  

 

MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students (7th-
12th grade) every Sunday. We’re doing it both in-person and on Zoom. We meet upstairs 
in the Awana area. Contact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org for a link to Zoom Sunday school. 

 
YOUTH FUNDRAISER 

Purchase fabulous masks today and help the MLC Youth raise funds. “Faith” and “Hope” 
masks come in a pack of 2 for $15. Purchases can be made in the narthex. 
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GLOW NIGHT (Friday, February 19th from 6 pm-9 pm) 
Hey 7th-12th grade: get ready for Glow Night! We will have students come in their 
best glow in the dark clothing. We will have glow in the dark tape and glow in the 

dark paint. We will play volleyball, basketball, dodge ball, have a devo time and fel-
lowship with the student.  

 
MFUGE MISSION TRIP (July 12th-17th)  

We will be taking a trip to Tennessee to do M-Fuge which stands for Mission Fuge. 
M-fuge is a ministry that takes student ministries from all over the country and 

brings them into one area to serve. During this week students will be put in ministry 
situations that can range from yard work, day care, teaching, to recreation, buidling, 
and more, all in a local community. The goal of this is to open students’ eyes to the 
need that they have in their hometown. This is accompanied with awesome worship 
nights where the students have a big group worship along with church group time, 
and small group time. This is for students going into 9th grade in August 2021 to 

graduating 12th graders. Talk to Brian about signing up for this ministry opportuni-
ty at brian@mlcjoliet.org.  

 
FIRST COMMUNION (Begins February 28) 

The classes will be held for five weeks during the Sunday School hour. First com-
munion will be served at the Maundy Thursday service on April 1st at 7 p.m. Please 

contact PD2 at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org if you plan to attend. 
 

EVENTS 

 
ACTS BIBLE STUDY LIFE GROUP  

(Tuesdays at 6:30 pm) 
This book of Acts Bible study is led by Jeanette Wegemer at Mike and Jeanette’s 
home and via Zoom. The book being used for the study is “New Wine: A Study of 
Transition in the Book of Acts” by J. Dwight Pentecost, which can be purchased on 
Amazon or through the church office. Contact the church office if you are interest-

ed in attending.  
 

WALKING IN FAITH (Wednesdays at 11 am) 
For the foreseeable future, this group will walking at the Joliet mall at 11 am. Email 

Sherri at bookkeeper@mlcjoliet.org for more info.  
 

PARENTING STUDY LIFE GROUP (Wednesdays at 6:30) 
Tom Bond is leading a study through the book “Tough Guys and Drama Queens” 

for parents of teenagers. The group is meeting at 6:30 pm. Please email  
pastor.stier@mlcjoliet to let us know your interest in the group.  

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more 
information. 
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INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Begins Sunday, March 7 at 9:30 am) 
We are ready to start up our Insight Sunday school again and we couldn’t be 

more excited. We will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall. Stay tuned for more de-
tails on topics and teachers.  

 
MEET THE STAFF (Sunday, March 14 at 12:15 pm) 

We’d love for you to come and spend some time with the pastors and staff of 
Messiah on Sunday, March 14. Expect a time of good fellowship, good food and 

good conversation. Call or email the office if you plan on coming at wor-
ship@mlcjoliet.org. 

 

THANK YOU 
 

Our dear church family,  
The pastors and staff of Messiah would like to take this opportunity to express 

our deepest appreciation and thanks for the kindness you have shown to us dur-
ing this challenging season. By you showing your love and support to us, we 

have been strengthened in mind body and spirit. Your cards, notes, letters and 
gifts, especially during this past Advent and Christmas season have been so kind 
and generous, yet let me assure you that it is your prayers that are most highly 

valued and needed.—The pastors and staff of Messiah. 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

TRINITY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 
Trinity Christian School of Shorewood will be hosting an Open House on Sunday, 

January 3st from 1pm to 4pm. Trinity Christian School serves students in pre-
school through 8th grade and offers options for full-day and half-day preschool 
and kindergarten. Please join us to take a tour of our building, learn about our 
outstanding curriculum and meet with administration. Come and see how our 
combined focus of academic and spiritual excellence can nurture and grow the 

gifts that the Lord has given your child. 
  

Pre-registration is encouraged. Please register at https://rb.gy/77nzxc Note: As 
part of our safety protocol, temperature checks, hand sanitizing, social distancing 

and face coverings will be required. Trinity Christian School is located at 901 
Shorewood Drive in Shorewood, IL. For more information visit us 

at www.trinitychristian.info, contact us at admissions@trinitychristian.info, or call 
815-577-9310. 

 
YMCA 

 The sweet sound of Children’s Outreach.  Messiah Lutheran Church will be part-
nering with the YMCA to provide childcare for local e-learning families in the Jan
-May Semester.   Contact Christine Murray for more information and ways you 

can help our community take a fresh look at how the church helps those in 
need.  
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STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

 
Luke 15:11.  

“If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to 
you the true riches.” 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
If you would like to purchase altar flowers, please call the church office or sign up 

in the church narthex.  
 

 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
(Streaming only) 

8:00 am: 44 
9:30 am: 31 
11:00 am: 41 

 
Online: 498 

 
 

All online counts are estimates only. 
 

2020 BUDGET 

 
*Yearly Operating Budget: $673,238 
Average Need Each Week: $12,946 

Received last week: $6,797 
Received year-to-date: $22,557 
Needed year-to-date:  $38,840 

 
* Proposed 2021 budget 

  

 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (January 24) 
8 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am MH & HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
MONDAY (January 25) 

8 am Cornerstone Homeschool 
TUESDAY (January 26) 

6:30 pm S.A.L.T. 
6:30 pm ACTS Life Group 

WEDNESDAY (January 27) 
8 am Classic Conversations Homeschool 

6:15 pm H2H 
6:30 pm Parenting Life Group 

THURSDAY (January 28) 
10 am Prayer Group 

11:30 am Staff Meeting 
FRIDAY (January 29) 

N/A 
SATURDAY (January 30) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (January 31) 
8:00 Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
3:00 pm Zoom Kahoot Party 


