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Psalm 66 
Let everyone bless God and sing his praises; for he holds our lives in his hands, 
and he holds our feet to the path. 10 You have purified us with fire, O Lord, like 
silver in a crucible. 11 You captured us in your net and laid great burdens on our 
backs. We went through fire and flood. But in the end, you brought us into wealth 
and great abundance. 13 Now I have come to your Temple with burnt offerings to 
pay my vows. 14 For when I was in trouble, I promised you many offerings. 16 
Come and hear, all of you who reverence the Lord, and I will tell you what he did 
for me: 17 For I cried to him for help with praises ready on my tongue. 18 He 
would not have listened if I had not confessed my sins. 19 But he listened! He 
heard my prayer! He paid attention! 20 Blessed be God, who didn’t turn away 
when I was praying and didn’t refuse me his kindness and love. 
 
I Samuel 14: 1-15 & 20-23, (NLT)  
One day Jonathan said to his armor bearer, “Come on, let’s go over to where the 
Philistines have their outpost.” But Jonathan did not tell his father what he was 
doing. 2 Meanwhile, Saul and his 600 men were camped on the outskirts of 
Gibeah, around the pomegranate tree at Migron. 3 Among Saul’s men was Ahijah 
the priest, who was wearing the ephod, the priestly vest. Ahijah was the son of 
Ichabod’s brother Ahitub, son of Phinehas, son of Eli, the priest of the Lord who 
had served at Shiloh.No one realized that Jonathan had left the Israelite camp. 4 
To reach the Philistine outpost, Jonathan had to go down between two rocky cliffs 
that were called Bozez and Seneh. 5 The cliff on the north was in front of 
Micmash, and the one on the south was in front of Geba. 6 “Let’s go across to the 
outpost of those pagans,” Jonathan said to his armor bearer. “Perhaps the Lord 
will help us, for nothing can hinder the Lord. He can win a battle whether he has 
many warriors or only a few!” 7 “Do what you think is best,” the armor bearer 
replied. “I’m with you completely, whatever you decide.” 8 “All right, then,” 
Jonathan told him. “We will cross over and let them see us. 9 If they say to us, 
‘Stay where you are or we’ll kill you,’ then we will stop and not go up to them. 10 
But if they say, ‘Come on up and fight,’ then we will go up. That will be the Lord’s 
sign that he will help us defeat them.” 11 When the Philistines saw them coming, 
they shouted, “Look! The Hebrews are crawling out of their holes!” 12 Then the 
men from the outpost shouted to Jonathan, “Come on up here, and we’ll teach 
you a lesson!” “Come on, climb right behind me,” Jonathan said to his armor 
bearer, “for the Lord will help us defeat them!”13 So they climbed up using both 
hands and feet, and the Philistines fell before Jonathan, and his armor bearer 
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killed those who came behind them. 14 They killed some twenty men in all, and 
their bodies were scattered over about half an acre. 
15 Suddenly, panic broke out in the Philistine army, both in the camp and in the 
field, including even the outposts and raiding parties. And just then an earthquake 
struck, and everyone was terrified. 20 Then Saul and all his men rushed out to the 
battle and found the Philistines killing each other. There was terrible confusion 
everywhere. 21 Even the Hebrews who had previously gone over to the Philistine 
army revolted and joined in with Saul, Jonathan, and the rest of the Israelites. 22 
Likewise, the men of Israel who were hiding in the hill country of Ephraim joined 
the chase when they saw the Philistines running away. 23 So the Lord saved Israel 
that day, and the battle continued to rage even beyond Beth-aven. 
 
Hebrews 10:23-25  
Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted 
to keep his promise. 24 Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of 
love and good works. 25 And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some 
people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is 
drawing near. 
 

Get in The Game 
 

Henry David Thoreau said, “Most men live lives of quiet desperation and go to the 
grave with the song still in them.” I think that’s how Bob Parr feels. You know Bob, 
right? (Mr. Incredible) He wants more than his four-foot cubicle. He wants more 
than his normal life. He wants to do more than go bowling. So, he’s moonlighting. 
He’s listening to police scanners and saving people incognito. 
(Incredibles clip)  (Title slide) 

Ok, most of you know I have a vivid imagination by now. But just to warn you I’ll 
be referencing some Incredibles scenes throughout the talk this morning. ☺ If you 
are not familiar with the movies don’t worry you will not be lost. But maybe you 
can watch them later and laugh along with us. I’ve always challenged people to 
view movies and pop culture through a Biblical lens. I knew the message was 
hitting home when people started texting or calling after they just saw a TV show 
or Movie and telling me how it related to a scene in the Bible. 
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If you haven’t heard God is on the Move. I know shocker, eh? Well what are you 
waiting for to get off the bench and get into the game? Need a Game plan? Well 
try this one. Here is a 4-point game plan. 

1. Get off the bench  

In his book, Divine Appointments, Erwin McManus says that most of us are what 
he calls sideliners. He says that a sideliner is “an observer of life rather than a liver 
of life.” He argues that most people live vicariously. He says, “We find our 
romance in You’ve Got Mail, and we fight our battles through William Wallace 
and Maximus Aurelius.” 

Church was never intended to be spectator sport. I think there are two ways you 
can get off the sidelines and get into the game. The first is as simple as inviting 
someone to your house. Maybe you have a fire pit, a pool, a nice back yard or 
even a man cave or she shed. (Do any of you have that “Garage Man cave” combo 
I see around town? I’d never seen it before I moved here. So many people make 
the garage into a man cave.) Now you don’t need these things. I’m just trying to 
help you think outside the box we call church. All you really need is a warm smile 
and conversation. No, not a Bible study, just conversation and see where it goes. 
If it becomes a Bible study, great! But that’s much later on. Then after you have 
built a relationship, don’t keep Messiah all to yourself.  Again, don’t just invite 
them; bring them with you, and then grab some coffee or lunch whatever. Have 
time to talk about life and the experience they just had. It’ll totally change the 
way you experience church. So, stop being an attender and become an inviter. 
The second way is to get plugged into a ministry or Life Group. The way to get 
more out of church is to give more. 

Here’s the bottom line: if you’re looking for an excuse to stay on the sidelines, 
you’ll find one. We’re all too busy. And we all have too many problems. 

Here’s what I love about Mr. Incredible. He’s got problems. He’s so overweight he 
can’t get his superhero belt on. He and his wife have superhero fights. He’s 
distracted. He slips on skateboards. He breaks doorknobs and car windows. But 
he doesn’t let any of that keep him on the sidelines. 

In I Samuel 14, Israel is held at bay by a battalion of Philistines that control the 
pass at (Mik-mash) Michmash. And what was the leader of Israel doing? Verse 2 
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speaks volumes. “Saul was staying on the outskirts of (Gib-e-a) Gibeah under a 
pomegranate tree in (Mig-ron) Migron.” 

I can see Saul kicking back with a cluster of grapes being fanned by palm 
branches. Here’s what I think: instead of fighting on the frontlines Saul was sitting 
on the sidelines. And this isn’t an isolated incident. 

Do you remember what Saul said to David when David offered to fight Goliath? 
He said, “You are only a boy.” But I don’t see Saul fighting Goliath in place of 
David. He sat on the sidelines while a shepherd boy fought his battles for him! 
Scripture says that Saul was head and shoulders taller than any Israelite. So, the 
only one who matched up to Goliath physically was cowardly. 

After he retired from his counseling career, Carl Jung was asked how he helped 
people get well. His response was pretty profound. He said, “Most people came 
to me with an insurmountable problem. However, what happened was through 
our work together they discovered something more important than the problem 
and the problem lost its power and went away.” That’s what ministry is. It’s 
something more important than your problem. 
 
If you’ve got problems, you need to start serving others. Keep trying to solve your 
problems and your problems will get bigger. Start serving others and your 
problems will get smaller. If you wait till you get your act together, you’ll be 
warming up the rest of your life. 
 
2. Realize you too can be an Armor-Bearer 
 
Saul is sitting on the sidelines, but Jonathan is listening to the police scanner. I 
Samuel 14:3 says, “No one was aware that Jonathan had left.” Jonathan is tired of 
sitting and waiting. He wants some action. 
 
Verse 4 says, “On each side of the pass that Jonathan intended to cross to reach 
the Philistines outpost was a cliff; one was called (Bo-ziz) Bozez and the other 
(Seen-a) Seneh. One cliff stood to the north toward (Mik-mash) Michmash, and 
the other to the south toward (Ge-ba) Geba. Jonathan said to his young armor-
bearer, ‘Come, let’s go over to the outpost of those uncircumcised fellows. 
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Perhaps the Lord will act in our behalf. Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving, 
whether by many or by few’.” 
 
I love the armor-bearer’s response, “Go ahead. I am with you heart and soul.” 
 
I think we underestimate the importance of armor-bearers. We all need armor-
bearers in our life—people who are with us heart and soul. They pray for us and 
believe in us and encourage us. They even make Super suites. 
 
A long time ago we had a tire on our Miata that was driving us crazy. You know 
those little things called curbs? Well I think someone ran into one and it did 
something to our wheel. We got one rim replaced but then weeks later the right 
rear also developed a slow leak. So, every couple of weeks I had to refill that tire 
with air. That went on for a long time till we finally got another tire and rim. Boy, 
do I miss that little red midlife crisis ☺! 
 
But any way I think a lot of us are like that rear-right tire. We leak. We lose air. 
We get deflated. I think God inflates us in two ways. One is the Holy Spirit. The 
same Spirit that breathed into Adam in Genesis 2:7 wants to breathe into us. But 
the second is via the gift of encouragement. I think we all need people with the 
gift of encouragement speaking into our lives. They help re-inflate our spirits! 
 
That’s what this armor-bearer was to Jonathan. 
 
Can I make an observation? Not many of us are superheroes. In fact, very few of 
us are. But all of us can be armor-bearers! 
 
3. Practice Proactive Waiting 
 
One of my favorite scenes in The Incredibles depicts Bob Parr parking his car and a 
little neighbor boy is watching him. Bob Parr says, “What are you waiting for?” 
The little boy says, “Something amazing I guess.” Bob Parr says, “Me, too, kid.” 
 
I think most people spend their entire lives waiting for something amazing. And I 
think sometimes what we call waiting on God isn’t really waiting on God. It’s lack 
of faith. Praying in an upper room for ten days qualifies as waiting on God. I’m not 
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sure that most of our waiting qualifies. Let me make a distinction between two 
kinds of waiting: passive waiting and proactive waiting. 
 

Proactive waiting is what Dana and I do when we go shopping together. We 
usually divide and conquer. Then when it’s time to check out, Heaven forbid we 
pick one line and wait however long it takes. We get into separate lines and then 
one of us jumps ship to whichever line is moving faster. That’s proactive waiting. 

Passive waiting is sitting under a pomegranate tree waiting for something 
amazing to happen. Proactive waiting is picking a fight with the Philistines. 

George Bernard Shaw said. “People are always blaming their circumstances for 
what they are. I don’t believe in circumstances. The people who get on in this 
world are the people who get up and look for the circumstances they want and if 
they can’t find them, they make them.” 

Finally 4. Know the Game Plan 

I love Jonathan’s plan because it is such a bad plan. If there are only two of you 
and entire battalion of Philistines, I’m thinking your only hope is the element of 
surprise. So, let’s wait till the middle of the night and then sneak up on them. 
Jonathan does the exact opposite. Jonathan walks into the middle of this gorge in 
broad daylight and exposes himself to the enemy. 

And then he says, “If they say to us, ‘Wait there until we come to you,’ we will 
stay where we are and not go up to them. But if they say, ‘Come up to us,’ we will 
climb up; because that will be our sign that the Lord has given them into our 
hands.” 

Observation. Jonathan made up the sign. I don’t know about you, but if I’m 
making up the signs, I do the exact opposite. If they come down to us that’ll be 
our sign. In fact, if they fall off the cliff that’ll be our sign! 

This makes no military sense. Not only are you outnumbered, but you’re going to 
give up the high ground? 
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The Philistines taunt them. “Look! The Hebrews are crawling out of the holes they 
were hiding in.” By the way, if you study the original language, you’ll discover that 
a literal translation of this ancient taunt is “Nya nya nyanya nya You can’t get us.” 
Or something like that. 

So, Jonathan and his armor bearer climb the cliff. Have you ever climbed 
anything? 

I tried to do some “rock climbing” at Center Lake one time. The different climbing 
routes are arranged based on degree of difficulty. In “real rock climbing” they use 
numbers 1-12, 12 is the toughest climb. I didn’t want to embarrass any of the 
students and show them up, so we started at about a 6. I barely got off the 
ground!  

After five minutes of climbing my forearms and fingers were frozen into a claw-
like position! I could barely unclench my fist. 

Hold that thought. 

I haven’t been in a lot of sword fights, but I’m guessing that sword fighting uses 
your arms, your hands and forearms. You’ve got to grip the sword pretty tight. 
The last thing you want to do in preparation for a sword fight is climb a cliff. But 
that doesn’t stop Jonathan. Why? Because Jonathan had a modus operandi: 
“Perhaps the Lord will act in our behalf.” 

They climb the cliff. Defeat an entire Philistine battalion. Trigger a panic amongst 
the Philistines so they start fleeing in every direction. And verse 23 says, “So on 
that day the Lord saved Israel.” 

Here’s what I want you to see: the course of Israel’s history was changed by one 
man with the right mindset: “Perhaps the Lord will act in our behalf.” What if 
Jonathan had sat on the sidelines like the rest of the Israelites? I have a theory: if 
Jonathan hadn’t done anything, then nothing would have happened. Brilliant 
deduction isn’t it? 

Nolan Bushnell, the founder of Atari, once said, “Everyone who’s ever taken a 
shower has had an idea. It’s the person who gets out of the shower, dries off and 
does something about it who makes a difference.”  (Title Slide) 
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On June 3rd we held our very first Drive-in service. It was awesome, it was 
exhausting, it was crazy exciting. I praise God that we didn’t just let the idea die. 
We could have just sat by waiting for The Government to let churches gather but 
we didn’t. By the end of April many of us were getting restless. We really needed 
to physically be with the people of God. So, we started praying, planning and 
praying some more. Then in May we had the plan and Lloyd even contacted the 
City to let them know what we were doing.  

They said great and thanks for letting us know. Lloyd did a lot of work and we did 
a lot of brainstorming as a staff but in the end our modus operandi was: perhaps 
the Lord will act in our behalf and not only allow this event but bless it! And He 
did. Here in IL on May 28th a ruling came down that forced the Government to 
relent on telling churches how they could conduct worship. The rest, as they say, 
is history. Here’s my point: if you don’t do anything nothing will happen. 
Everybody knows that. But most people live like they don’t. 

In closing, here’s my question for you today: are you sitting under a pomegranate 
tree passively waiting for something good to happen? Or are you proactively 
picking a fight with the Philistines? 

 


