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1 Corinthians 13:4-13 (NIV) 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does 
not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor 
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. 8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will 
cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is 
knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in 
part, 10 but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 11 When I 
was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For 
now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to 
face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 
13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest 
of these is love. 
  

 A true story! A Chicago doctor had 20 years’ experience. He was 
sewing the last stitches in a patient after surgery. Suddenly he asked the 
nurse, “Did I take out his gall bladder?” The nurse said, “Yes, you did, and 
you need to sew him up.” With each stitch the doctor asked again, ”Did I 
take out his gall bladder?” She kept reassuring him until the stitching was 
done. They discovered that the doctor had a  form of memory loss 
“Transient global amnesia” where you forget for a short time what you’re 
doing. Anybody having surgery this week? 
 

 What a scary thing, to wake up and wonder, “What am I doing?” Yet 
you and I often question, “Why am I here?” “What am I doing in this school, 
this job, this relationship?” It feels like something is missing. 
 

 When I was in seminary I worked as a physical therapy aide. I worked 
with many people who had an amputated arm or leg. Many had “phantom 
limb syndrome”. Their leg would itch but when they tried to scratch it they 
realized the leg was gone. 20 years after their surgery they would sit up in 
the morning, feel both feet on the ground, but when they tried to stand, they 
fell because one foot was missing. 
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 How strange to stand up; only to discover that whatever held you up 
is missing. Yet you and I cry, “Where is the love I thought I had for this 
person?” “I can’t pray anymore; my faith is gone.” “Where’s the joy, the 
purpose, the satisfaction in my life?” 
 

 Let me ask you “What’s been missing? What should be there?” 
God gives us the best answer “faith, hope and love” 
 

 The apostle Paul tried to think of three things that never let us 
down, never run out and always make a difference. He thought first 
“What about knowledge?”; the wisdom we seek when we read a self-help 
book. The trouble with self-help books is that they’re written by people with 
problems. We don’t need imperfect advice. We need a new heart. 
 

 Paul thought “What about doing good things?” Maybe doing good 
things will make us into good people. Paul realized, “No, if we do good 
things without love in our hearts, we are empty shallow people. 
 

Paul wrote “So faith, hope and love abide, these three…” 1 
Corinthians 13:13 Now you might say, “I have faith, hope and love but I 
still have problems.” Everyone has problems. What we often call “faith, 
hope and love” are cheap imitations of something that God can create in 
our hearts. 
 

 If something is missing, you need FAITH! For most people having 
faith means that they believe that there must be a God out there 
somewhere. They pray without any expectation that something will change. 
 

 But the Bible word FAITH means to “cling to someone, to 
depend on that person, to rely on him, to lean on her.” It is an active 
word; a relationship word. 
 

 Here’s how to tell if you have FAITH. Who is the first one you 
talk to when you have problems? Who is the first one you thank when 
good things happen? The answer is “God”, if you have FAITH. 
 

 120 years ago, a brave man stretched a tightrope high above Niagara 
Falls. He sold tickets to spectators. Using a balancing pole, he walked 
above the rushing waters. Finally, he pushed a wheelbarrow to the rope’s 
middle and cooked himself an omelet and ate it midair. 
 

 He said to his manager, “Do you have faith that I can walk across this 
rope?” The man said “Yes”. The stunt man replied, “Then get on my back 
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and let me carry you across.” That’s exactly what the frightened man did, 
but every step of the way he clung to him and depended on him. 
 

 Our lives are full of problems and challenges. Whatever is missing for 
you, can only be replaced by getting on Jesus’ back and clinging to him. 
Tell yourself “Jesus and I together can make it to the other side.” Your 
FAITH becomes real the moment you climb on. 
 

 If something is missing, you need HOPE! For most people “Hope 
is a wishy washy word. Ask people “Is it going to rain?” ”Are the Cubs going 
to win?” They answer, “I hope so”. But they don’t have any strong feeling 
that it will happen. 
 

 The Bible word HOPE is a dynamic word that means “Strong 
Confidence”. For Christians HOPE is the strong confidence that Jesus 
rose from the dead. HOPE is the assurance that our sins are forgiven. 
HOPE-FILLED people pray with expectancy, knowing that answers are on 
the way. 
 

 If Jesus is just a name or a person in history, your God is too 
small. Jesus loved people that no one else could love. He defended the 
underdog and fed the hungry. When he died on the cross for our sins, he 
kicked the devil’s behind; the grave could not hold him. 
  

 This will change your attitude. Get a concordance and look up all the 
Bible verses with the word “hope”. Read them with confidence out loud and 
say “Jesus gives me hope. He is greater than my worst problem.” 
 

 If something is missing, you need LOVE. For most people love is a 
feeling or love is sex. If the feeling goes, the relationship ends. But real love 
reaches out even when the feeling is gone. 
 

 Paul writes “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does 
not boast, it is not proud. 5 …it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs… 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres. 
 

 People have a right to expect this kind of love from you. You have a 
right to expect this love from them. But it’s not until you feel LOVE from 
Jesus, that you can give it away. 
 

 Do you want to feel loved by Jesus? Then eat and drink the Lord’s 
Supper tonight. He prepared it for you. Talk to Jesus about everything. 
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Count your blessings and thank the Lord. Jesus loves you very much. 
When will you love God back? 
 

 My sweet mother did something that most parents do; when she 
bought her sons clothing, she bought them several sizes too big. If we 
complained, she said, “It won’t be long until you grow into them.” 
 

 Maybe you think that these definitions of FAITH, HOPE and 
LOVE “are too big for me.” Here’s God’s answer, “Trust me. It won’t 
be long till you grow into them.”    
 


