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Give Up: Enough is Enough 

by Pastor Kurt Hoover  
     

 

Matthew 13:31-35  (NIV) 31 He told them another parable: “The kingdom 

of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his 

field. 32 Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, it is the 

largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch 

in its branches.” 
33 He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 

that a woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it 

worked all through the dough.” 
34 Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say 

anything to them without using a parable. 35 So was fulfilled what was 

spoken through the prophet: 

“I will open my mouth in parables, 

    I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world.” 
 

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man 

found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and 

bought that field. 

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine 

pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold 

everything he had and bought it. 

 

 

 

 

This morning Jesus is here, just as he was back then, training 

his scribes – You and me.  Whether you are a long-time 

worshiper with us or watching us for the first time Jesus trusts 

you with this information.  Jesus trusts you to make a 

difference in the worlds around you.   
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This series of short parables, some of them only found in 

Matthew, are a description of how God works through 

us…any of us…for the sake of others. 

 

You are the scribes who have found the treasure of God’s 

Word (this secret ingredient that gives you that ability to 

interpret your neighbor’s actions in the kindest of ways).  You 

have found, you have tuned into worship, service, 

community…being a part of something greater than yourself 

or your family.  Many of you have been trained in this since 

birth.   

 

You have found that illusive ability to Trust in and hold on to 

God and His work through you.   You are the Salt of the 

Earth!  

 

These parables all describe one thing the kingdom of God, 

Kingdom of Heaven… and more precisely our part in it.   

 

The church, as we have come to see has very little to do with 

out ability to gather in one place and do our Christian stuff 

while the rest of humanity runs along distracted by the idols 

and illusions of power and safety.  We long for that time wen 

we can gather again at God’s house, but the power of God to 

work though us has not changed.  The Kingdom of heaven is 

out there, it is not in this building.  

 

 

What makes the church the church is not that we are in the 

majority, or that we might somehow get the whole nation to 

think like us, and value what we value… 

 

What makes the church the church is that like a seed, or yeast, 

or salt…we are the agents of change making a difference in the 

lives of those around us.  We may be few, we may feel small, 
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but we change the taste of the dough, we are the agents of 

change in this world.   

 

 

The idea of church to often gets boiled down to just this 

building and growth is measured only by the number of people 

who worship here.  

 

When the church makes a difference most is when we leave 

this place and impact others in our daily lives.  Growth is so 

much more then numbers.  We hope to grow in our influence, 

but more than that to use the influence we already have in the 

lives of our coworkers, neighbors, and friends to help them 

grow closer to the fulfilling purposes of their lives.  The most 

important growth in any church is the growth of each 

members spiritual health and energy.  …Our ability to give of 

ourselves and help others to do the same.   

 

The growth of our children as they learn to be stewards of the 

earth and invest in their community.  To serve rather than 

consume.  

  

To help one teenager see themselves as contributing to the 

community, rather than a problem the community must fix.   

 

When it clicks, one person at a time… when one person 

embraces what Christ Jesus has done for them…  

 

All growth in the life of the church has sprung from small 

beginnings.  95 Thesis nailed to the university door in 

Wittenberg.   

 

The first little Norwegian church on Hunter Avenue, much less 

the family room from which this church began.   
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And what of Jesus?  A baby born into a harsh world, a teacher 

on a hillside, a condemned man dying on a shameful Cross, 

with only 11 men and a handful of women barely believing in 

the mystery of an empty tomb.  A very small seed in a vast and 

alien field.  And yet there was indeed great growth, and there is 

yet today.  From the family of a carpenter in rural Galilee has 

come the inspiration of our planet’s finest architecture and art 

and music.  Not even an atheist can argue that.  …Then add 

the lives that have been transformed by the cross, the Grace 

and love of God shown through the cross.   There is no greater 

agent of change! 

 

Our pagan worship of money, power and things has not 

completely ceased.  We still take the easy way out as a people 

and as a nation.  Yet there are those who worship Christ in 

every corner of the globe.  This one small seed planted in a 

harsh and alien world has managed to not only grow, but 

change with its growth the entire make up of the soil and that 

which grows beside it.       

 

 

The disciples were in dire need of this image of the mustard 

seed, of the small voice leavening the entire concept of wisdom 

and knowledge.  They needed the reassurance that they had 

found the one true treasure of great worth.  They needed the 

hope of great possibilities coming from everyday things.  They 

were the seeds cast upon the vast world.  What could they do 

against the seduction and wealth of pagan cults, and against 

the power of military empires?  What can we do in the face of 

global pandemics and personal isolation?  They could do little, 

but God through them could do great things.   

 

We as Christians live in great expectancy.  We in our own day 

and age know the temptations and powers into which we as 
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seeds are cast.  And yet we trust the church makes all the 

difference as it has in the past.  Lives will be transformed! 

 

Having had our lives changed we yearn for that same change 

in others.   

 

But it will not always look the same as it did for our lives.  

What god does in others will not feel or look the same as what 

we experience.  

 

 

 Interesting the Jesus uses the image of Yeast. 

 

“The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and 

mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through 

the dough.” 

 

Think about how yeast works.  It is a bonding agent.  It doesn’t 

transform the water and the flour into a big lump of yeast.  

That would be the modern day assumption about church 

growth, that in making disciples of everyone in  

the community we might eventually have a community full of 

Christians who all act, behave and vote the same.  That is not 

how yeast works.  Yeast lifts up the other ingredients around 

it.    

 

It is like salt.  …  I was trying to make pop corn for my kids 

one night with out Molly home to help.    We used to make 

kettle corn by adding salt and sugar to the oil in our little 

whirly popper kettle that goes on the stove…stirs… 

 

½ cup of sugar and 2 tablespoons of salt, I think.  Well, we 

used a half cup of salt and 2 table spoons of sugar.  ☺ It’s 

popcorn right it is supposed to be salty. ☺  
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To much salt is not a good thing.   We don’t need to make 

others exactly like  us or transform their lives in exactly the 

same way Jesus changed ours.  We each have our own 

saltiness, or sweetness that we bring to the table.   When salt is 

added it doesn’t change the rest of the dough into more salt 

rather salt affects the way the whole thing tastes.  

 

Bread wouldn’t taste good with too much salt or yeast.  It is the 

impact that they have on the other ingredients that makes 

bread what it is and in the same way it is our impact on each 

other where church happens.  We each have our own saltiness, 

or sweetness that we bring to the table.     

  

As much as we would like to see people change into something 

else or live life in a different way, more often the church shows 

up in our everyday lives in the ways God connects us to others.  

God is asking you to picture yourself as yeast…and to focus 

your attention on the growth that happens from the small 

things we do each day…When we take time to bring out of our 

own experiences what we know and what we are learning. 

(what is old and what is new) 

 

You have found that illusive ability to Trust in and hold on To 

God and His work through you.   You are the Salt of the 

Earth!  

 

People of God, You are the yeast.  God uses each of you right 

where you are at to be the church.  You have all that you need 

and each day you are receiving more.  You are yeast.  God is 

using your life to lift those around you!  The church is a live 

and well in you!    
 

 

 


