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UpLift! 7: Adoption to Sonship 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

     

Bible Connection: The connecting point in today’s readings is how our 

relationship with God is depicted in various ways throughout the Bible.  Often it 

involves the language of a master and a servant.  Jesus talked about the power of 

God’s son to set us free, referring to himself.  Paul points out a distinction that 

many of the first believers experienced.  A spiritual transformation that compelled 

them to think of God in intimate terms like a child being held by their father.   

This is not a new concept.  Many of the prophets, including Jeremiah, used the 

image of a loving father and his prodigal children.  The biblical witness is clear 

God want us to picture ourselves as his children with all the duties and privileges.   

 
 

Litany based on Hosea 1:10-11 

Leader: God’s people will be like the sand on the seashore,  

All: which cannot be measured or counted.  

Leader: In the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’  

All: they will be called ‘children of the living God.’  

Leader: The people of Judah and the people of Israel will come together; 

All: they will appoint one leader 

Leader: and will come up out of the land 

All: for great will be the day of the Lord. 

 

 

Jeremiah 3:19-22 “I myself said, 

“‘How gladly would I treat you like my children 

    and give you a pleasant land, 

    the most beautiful inheritance of any nation.’ 

I thought you would call me ‘Father’ 

    and not turn away from following me. 
20 But like a woman unfaithful to her husband, 

    so you, Israel, have been unfaithful to me,” 

declares the Lord. 
21 A cry is heard on the barren heights, 

    the weeping and pleading of the people of Israel, 

because they have perverted their ways 

    and have forgotten the Lord their God. 
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22 “Return, faithless people; 

    I will cure you of backsliding.” 

“Yes, we will come to you, 

    for you are the Lord our God. 

 

 

Romans 8:14-17 14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the 

children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so 

that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about 

your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit 

himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are 

children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed 

we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

 

John 8:34-41 34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a 

slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son 

belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 

indeed. 37 I know that you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are looking 

for a way to kill me, because you have no room for my word. 38 I am telling 

you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, and you are doing what you 

have heard from your father.” 
39 “Abraham is our father,” they answered. 

“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would do what 

Abraham did. 40 As it is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has 

told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such 

things. 41 You are doing the works of your own father.” 

“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have 

is God himself.” 

 

 

  

I had a direction I was planning to go this morning, but I feel 

compelled to share with you my most recent attempt at human 

engagement and how it backfired on me.  I do trust that this 

airing of my soul with all its drama might also be an 

advertisement for the theme of our Advent season.   
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I want us as a congregation to set aside the season of Avent to 

pursue a true and honest relationship once again with God.  I 

hope that we can recapture that WONDER of Christmas.   

 

Do you remember the Wonder of Christmas we experienced as 

a child or have experienced with family over the years?  It is 

centered not in our ability to control the world around us but 

in our ability to let the beauty of the world overwhelm us.  The 

Christmas Spirit, The miracle … that God could have shown 

up like a forest fire with the power of the heavens in His flame 

or in a roaring flood to wash away the things we have scarred, 

but instead God shows His power, His presence in something 

quiet and soft and slow … like the gentleness of that first 

winter snow.  God wants so desperately to hold us in His arms 

like a little child, that he is willing to experience the one thing 

God in all of his infinite glory cannot.  God humbles himself to 

experience what it is like to be vulnerable and held, a little 

child … SO that God can hold you.   All this miracle and 

wonder He made happen so that He could make it possible for 

your mortality… your fragileness to be Held by the infinite 

glory of God.   

 

No that is something to ponder is it not.  And that is my 

challenge for you this Advent season.  Pursue that deeper 

mystery, the Wonder of God in this Wonder filled time of signs 

and symbols.  And invite other to Wonder with you.  The 

beauty of this strategy of inviting other to experience God’s 

love is that you don’t have to be the smartest person in the 

room to offer these conversations.   

 

 

And that really is the theme for this Advent.  How do we have 

conversations with the people in our lives who have lost their 

faith?  We all have these people right.  If not the aunt or uncle 

who outwardly rejects the sacred traditions of Christmas as 
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man-made superstitions …  We all of us have family or friends 

who have lost their connection with the church in this last year.  

And I will dare say you won’t have to try very hard to have 

these conversations with others.  I think people want to talk 

about their doubts and their fears.  I think people a yearning to 

discover why it is they feel distant from God in this Pandemic.  

If nothing else, they are willing to have the conversation – Does 

God even care anymore??   

 

And if this idea of talking to others about God is overwhelming 

for you I want to assure that each week of advent we are going 

to explore some real and genuine ways to invite others into the 

Wonder of God’s love for them.   

 

And if you are looking for a way to broker a genuine and 

honest discussion with people that think differently then you, 

people who are lost because they have put their trust in things 

of this world … you can do what did recently.   

 

You can invite them to join you on Parler.         I kid you not I 

made this mistake last week and to my surprise it was actually 

quite effective in creating some real and honest conversations 

with loved ones I haven’t taken time to have a real 

conversation with in far to long.   

Here is what you do.  You go on the App store and you 

download a innocent little app called Parler and then once it is 

downloaded you invite from your contact list your closest 

family and friends that you haven’t talked to in a while.  Well 

at least that is what I did.   

 

I should back up and explain what Parler is.  It is an App 

designed as an alternative to Twitter.  It really got some steam 

when it advocated that it would not censor its content at the 

same time that Twitter was putting disclaimers on the tweets of 

one of its favorite users Donald Trump.  
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I know some of you don’t even have a smart phone much less 

any interest in twitter or any app on your hone for that matter.  

But what you do need to know to understand the humor in my 

mistake is to know that most of the content on Parler is from 

conservative voices.  The creators of Parler would very much 

like to escape this label.  They don’t want to become an echo 

chamber for conservative voices and group think.  They are so 

intent on diversifying the content provider that they have 

offered a $20,000 “progressive bounty” for an openly liberal 

pundit with 50,000 followers on Twitter or Facebook to start a 
Parler account. (Ari Levy, CNBC, Jun 2020)  

 

But nevertheless, it has a reputation which I assume everyone 

knows and can keep in perspective.  So as I am trying to 

connect with my family and friends who have invited me to 

join them on this App – I went through the same process of 

inviting people from my content list and when I cam across 

three contacts in particular I had to chuckle to myself at how 

funny it might be for my liberal pundit Aunt, Sister and mom 

to receive an invitation to Parler.  So, I did it.  I sent the three 

most liberal minded people I know an invitation to Parler.   

 

Now come on that is funny.  It is an App on a phone what 

could possibly be the harm in that.  And I am not trying to 

make a political statement.  Get this I don’t even have twitter 

on my phone or face book.  You all have heard me talk about 

this in the past.  Our modern day achievement in which we 

invested out best minds and billions of dollars was how to 

distract and divide each other with these little devises we carry 

with us everywhere we go.  I do not want this thing to have the 

power to beep and influence me because I am not naive enough 

to think I can beat this billion-dollar industry at their own 

game.  The whistle blowers within the commercial industry of 

apps and social media – their number one word of advice.  Do 
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not allow the apps on your phone the power to beep you.   All 

they want is you to pick up, your next click, your next swipe 

and they have developed algorithms to make you keep doing it 

again and again and again.   

 

I digress – But this might be the real message here for you and 

yours.  If you have not yet, sit down with the whole family and 

watch ‘The Social Dilemma.’  It is eye opening.  My main point 

here is that an invitation to Parler from me is a joke.  I don’t 

use it, will never use it, but I am completely open to twitter not 

having the monopoly on this mind control.   

 

So when I see my Aunts name and my Mom’s name I chuckle 

to myself and say why not.         

 

What I did not know is that I was sending out a group 

invitation to 17 close friends and members of my family that 

happen to be in the A-D section of my contact list… I gave up 

clicking on contacts halfway through D and just found the two 

friends who had invited me in the first place.   

 

I made a mistake.        

 

The first to respond was my mom.  She treated it as an 

innocent and honest invitations all mom’s do.  And she quite 

social media a year ago so I was not surprised to hear here 

decline, But I was waiting for her to acknowledge the joke 

which she was not willing to do.  I asked if she had gotten my 

update on recovering from COVID.  She acknowledged that 

she had and that she was still sorting through her feelings.  She 

was glad to know we were recovering but was worried about 

me because I had scarlet fever when I was 6 years old. She was 

concerned about the long-term implications.  She is still a 
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mother Hen and she is glad I am strong in mind body and 

spirit.   

 

My response, I am not sure where it came from, I was trying to 

understand what she might have mixed feelings about.  Mom, I 

am not proud of getting COVID.  I’m just sharing my 

experience. There are many more that will get it and will need 

hope instead of Fear.  

 

My mom’s response was to acknowledge it was a message of 

hope amid a harsh reality and then implied that I could have 

done more to avoid exposure and that I should not fear 

wearing a mask.   

 

When did I imply that I am against masks, who does my mom 

think I am … I’m not the pastor out there complaining that my 

liberties have been stolen … I am the one advocating for 

perspective and precaution as we learn how to continue to care 

and serve each  other rather than isolate from each other. Who 

was she to imply I was… but then I remember … oh yeah I 

sent her an invitation to Parler.         

 

I wrote to her the next day and apologized for the Parler 

invitation and acknowledged it was a joke I never expected her 

to say yes and I wasn’t trying to make a political statement.  

 

But I must admit it was a humbling lesson to learn and it was 

at the expense of my Aunt.  Who, get this responded to the 

entire group: 

 

NO, I don’t need anti-Semitism, conspiracy theories and far-

right misinformation. I will stick to the facts.    

 

To which I responded, not knowing it was a group chat: I did 

chuckle when I saw your name come up and I thought of why 
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not, for the same reason I don’t need another echo chamber 

and I didn’t really need what twitter had to offer anyways, but 

I do want to support an alternative for people that feel they 

need that outlet. They are actively advertising for progressive 

content maybe this could be a new platform for you       God 

bless you.  (which I see now is really just insult on top of insult)   

 

I mean come on this is funny… right … It wasn’t intentional 

… I mean we can’t possibly take our selves so seriously that we 

can’t see the humor in the misunderstanding.    

She responds: It is not funny to me and I truly grieve for the 

future of our nation given how many people are mislead and 

have their racism and other prejudices fed by sites like this.   

 

At this point my daughter then comes bursting into the room (I 

had invited her to Parler as well – it was all a joke.) Myka 

comes bursting in asking what is going on and why she is 

getting these texts and why did Dad makes someone upset At 

which point I realize that it is a group chat, but not before my 

good friend comes to my aid and gives my sweet little aunt 

Beth two political zingers fit for the comment section of any 

facebook political argument.   Let’s be honest the comment 

section is the best part of those posts.  (And social media knows 

this, the vast majority of comments on social media and you 

tube videos is generated by reactions to conservative 

viewpoints.  They know this and they are to allow the 

algorithms to provoke us with this or any content.)  

 

My response: Aunt Beth I am so sorry I did not know this 

would be a group chat.  I thought it would go out one at a time. 

I certainly would not have singled you out within a group of 

people that think differently then you.  But come on it’s a little 

bit funny.  I hope we can laugh about it next time we talk.     
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There was one more exchange of apologies and auntly wisdom 

and then I uninvited everyone from the group.   

 

And then my Dad calls.         His sister.   He apologizes for 

letting his sister know who it was that would have the audacity 

to invite her to Parler.  Long story short of it My Dad and I 

had a good laugh and some human connection we haven’t had 

in a long time, my daughter got a lesson in civil discourse and I 

had a real honest human connection with 3 members of my 

family that I had not had in a long time including my sister 

who did acknowledge the joke rom the get go.  I told her if she 

really thinks I am influenceable by antisemitic conspiracy 

theories then I can’t want to start making up stories about my 

sister who works for the Wisconsin Post office. 

 

I mean come on this is funny.  And if we can’t talk about this 

stuff and find ways to laugh about this stuff then who have we 

become.   

 

This is after all God’s creation and we can’t mess it up by 

connecting with one other, but I can think of plenty of 

examples of choosing to make it unbearable for each other and 

allowing our fears and misconceptions demonize those who 

need our love and affection.   

 

So, if you are striving for human connection, a little bit of 

reunion with family member who think differently then you I 

dare you, see what might happen.  Send out a couple of Parler 

invitations to those people on your contact lists who think most 

differently from each other.   You just might create a real 

genuine human connection.   
 

 

 

 


