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Answered Prayer 1: How to Listen to God 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

 

This is a study on the many and various ways that people heard the voice of God 

throughout the Bible.  There is the moment that not even Hollywood special 

effects could do credit – you had to be there… There is the thundering, blaring 

voice of God, the heavens filled with light and smoke that our ancestors the 

Hebrews could not endure.  Can you imagine.  From that point on God’s voice 

comes more often through angels, dreams, and prophets because the alternative 

is too scary.    James alludes to a ‘perfect law’ which gives freedom. You could 

spend a whole sermon on defining what the perfect law is.  He is talking about 

hearing God’s voice in the synagogue.  Shape your life around what God has to 

say, you can trust Him.  Not just rules to live by but words of eternal life that take 

your trust away from yourself and put it back where it belongs.  Not just advice 

but words that give you freedom.    Jesus promises that we know his voice.  And 

this certainly was the experience of the Early Church.  Communities all over the 

known world trusting in the words they read, the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 

that still small voice in the back of our minds that says I am all you need.  

     

 

Answered Prayer Litany based on Psalm 55  

Leader: Listen to my prayer, O God 

All: Do not hide Yourself from what I ask. 

Leader: Hear me and answer me. 

All: My thoughts trouble me and I have no peace, 

Leader: As for me, I will call on God and the Lord will save me.  

All: Give all your cares to the Lord and He will give you strength 

Leader: We worship you Lord in the name of the Father, and the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

Exodus 20:1-3,18-19 (NLT) And God spoke all these words: 
2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of 

slavery. 
3 “You shall have no other gods before me. 
18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and 

saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a 

distance 19 and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But 

do not have God speak to us or we will die.” 
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James 1:22-25 (NIV) 22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 

yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not 

do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after 

looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks 

like. 25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives 

freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing 

it—they will be blessed in what they do. 

 

John 10:1-16 (NIV) “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not 

enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief 

and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the 

sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his 

voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has 

brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him 

because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, 

they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s 

voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not 

understand what he was telling them. 
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the 

sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep 

have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be 

saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes 

only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and 

have it to the full. 
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So 

when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then 

the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is 

a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know 

me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down 

my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I 

must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be 

one flock and one shepherd. 
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Jesus describes himself and his work since the beginning of 

creation in this way.   

 

When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, 

and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they 

will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him 

because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” – John 10:4-5 

 

What a beautiful picture of the church.  Have you ever seen the 

relationship between a sheep and the shepherd?  I have seen 

the relationship between a 4H farmer and her sheep.  It is even 

more trusting and loyal then the cutest of puppies.  The life of 

the sheep revolves around the shepherd.    

 

What a beautiful picture of the church. We are all like sheep 

being led out into the world completely dependent on the 

shepherd whose voice we can not miss despite all the 

distractions and ambivalence of the world.  God has recruited 

you, he gathers others around you, he goes before you, and in 

the places he takes you others will fall in love with Him not 

because of anything you have done, but simply because you are 

in love with and trust the shepherd.   

 

 

I am so excited about this series: Answered Prayers.  God 

speaks through you when you tell your stories.  We will have 

one each week.  At the end of January, we would like to start a 

teaching class for anyone who want to build the skill of 

preaching and teaching. Talk to me.  

 

I am excited f or this series and to hear what god has to say 

about prayer through Dave Stier, myself, our members 

testimonies and Dave Nygard on Feb 14th.  
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If there is one consistent struggle, I have had in my prayer life 

it is that I do too much talking. :)   Can anyone else attest to 

that?   I suppose the other would be I don’t do it enough, but 

really that is the same conundrum.  Why is it whether in the 

rush of my day or even when I take time to pray that I spend 

so much time telling God what I am going to do for Him, how 

good I am doing or how frustrated I am because things are not 

going according to plan?  

 

No matter how much I have learned, no matter how close I feel 

to God, or how distracted and ambivalent I have been it never 

fails that I find it hard to listen to God.  Even in my prayers.  I 

find myself returning to the formula, naming my concerns for 

one more person, repeating some mantra of thanksgiving or 

plea for forgiveness … it is as if my mind does not want to slow 

down enough to listen to God.   

 

And yet, when I do, when a stop my busy mind … that is when 

the intimacy of prayer truly begins.  My mind begins to 

wander, different people pop into my head, memories from 

nowhere, God starts firing off those little synapses where He 

wants them to go.  If your mind begins to wander in prayer, let 

it, often that is part of the transition from you doing the 

talking, to you doing the listening.  Have you experienced this?  

There is no rhyme or reason of it. For me, it comes and goes, I 

find myself dreaming about the future, God walking me 

through a future conversation, a memory of His presence as if 

to say this is all you need, it really is that simple.  

 

When I stop the busyness of my prayers, when I stop talking, 

there is this transition… I get honest with God and more 

importantly I hear that deep, meaningful, loving voice speak 

love and hope and joy into my heart.  
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Now if I could make that happen every time of course I would, 

but that is the thing about listening … you have no control 

over what the other person is going to say, how vulnerable they 

are going to get, how deep and meaningful this conversation is 

about to become.  And that is OK.  Deep intimate 

conversations take a lot of energy, they are transforming, they 

aren’t going to happen every time you offer to listen to a loved 

one and they won’t happen every time you sit down with God.  

 

You can’t make it happen… those moments when you hear 

God’s voice and trust him.  But you can certainly get in the 

way of it.  And how often do we, precisely in the moment we 

are hoping to hear God’s voice … how often do we - Talk… :)  

You are not the only one.   

 

And think about this, if that is the habit and routine your 

prayer life has fallen into … you are doing all the talking, then 

no wonder you aren’t looking forward to it, no wonder you 

aren’t making time for it.  Perhaps the missing ingredient that 

would make prayer so important in your life that you protect 

your daily devotional time… perhaps the missing ingredient is 

silence, slowing down the mind and listening to God.  

 

 

And here is the good news.  You know God’s voice when you 

hear it.   You don’t have to wonder was that God or was that 

me hoping and dreaming for something unrealistic.   

 

John 10:5  But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will 

run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s 

voice.”  

 

Here is the good news. …they will never follow a stranger.  Not 

so you say.  To often I trust in the empty wells of this world, 

my own plans, my own inventions… in fact that is the problem 
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… I can’t seem to get it right.  And even when I am in a good 

place, I get complacent, I get comfortable and forget what I 

was doing in the first place.  I am constantly distracted by the 

stranger’s voice.   

 

Picture a group of sheep, but that sheep is you.  

 

… they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away 

from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” - 

John 10:5 

 

There are two things going on here.  Notice Jesus says, ‘they.’  

They will never follow a stranger.  There is a power where one 

or two are gathered.  There is reason we gather for worship, a 

reason we pray and worship together.  It is with your spouse, it 

is with your Christian friend, it is with your life group that you 

will never follow a stranger’s voice.   

 

The other part of this promise is profoundly true, although 

every ‘stranger’ in the world intentionally or unintentionally 

challenges this notion.  Here it is: You can trust God.  And I 

don’t mean believe in Him, I mean you can trust that he knows 

your heart, your motivations, the way you tick, and He is right 

now speaking, guiding, loving the world through you.   

 

You know God’s voice when you hear it. 

 

We know beauty when we see it, we know love when we feel it, 

we know truth when it is spoken and demonstrated, we 

know…  sometimes we kid ourselves, we get stuck in ruts… but 

we know…  We even know when we deceive ourselves and 

choose to indulge the lies … we know.  We can certainly 

harden our hearts to this reality … but there is no denying the 

heart knows.  Every deep and meaningful experience in life, 
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every song and story that stirs your emotions, everything thing 

you would fight for speaks to this truth.   

 

You know God’s voice when you hear it. 

 

Do you not… trust… that you know all that you need right 

now to discern right from wrong! 

You know all that you need to know …to love your family 

…to love your spouse, even the stranger in need! 

You know all that you need right now to be the 

person God created you to be, that Jesus gave His life for 

you to be in this world.   

Not because you are some kind of genius, not because you are 

special, not because you are good at it and practiced it all your 

life, not because of anything you have achieved or failed at…  

 

You have all that you need, right now and the rest of your life 

because … You know God’s voice when you hear it. (John 10:4)  

 

You know beauty when we see it, you know love when we feel 

it, you know truth when it is spoken and demonstrated, … you 

know.    

 
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the 

sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the 

sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through 

me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The 

thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may 

have life, and have it to the full. 
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. (John 10:7-11)  

 

Because of Jesus you have come and gone, you are his voice 

and hands of love for the world, you are safe in the pasture of 

His kingdom, you have all that you need, He is all that you 

need.   


