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Answered Prayer 5: Rebekah’s Leap of Faith  
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

     

A study of prayer and faith in Genesis chapter 24. There are two main narratives going 

on.  First is the beauty, integrity, and faith of Rebekah.  The other is the answered prayer 

of Abrahams servant that we can assume is Eliezer.  The story follows the exchange 

between Eliezer and Rebekah at the well, their negotiation with her family and then the 

moment Rebekah and Isaac first meet.  As magical as that moment is what strikes me 

most is the character of Rebekah.  How well she deals with an overwhelming situation.  

To go from a teenager doing her chores to a bartered prize with gold bracelets on her 

arms, a ring in her nose and camels laden with treasure yet to be revealed.  What is the 

catch?  A leap of faith as impressive as when Abraham first trusted God’s promise to be a 

blessing for the world.      

 

Genesis 24:1-4, 10-21, 47-5 (NIV) Abraham was now very old, and 

the Lord had blessed him in every way. 2 He said to the senior servant in his 

household, the one in charge of all that he had, “Put your hand under my 

thigh. 3 I want you to swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of 

earth, that you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the 

Canaanites, among whom I am living, 4 but will go to my country and my 

own relatives and get a wife for my son Isaac.” 

 
10 Then the servant left, taking with him ten of his master’s camels loaded 

with all kinds of good things from his master. He set out for Aram 

Naharaim and made his way to the town of Nahor. 11 He had the camels 

kneel down near the well outside the town; it was toward evening, the time 

the women go out to draw water. 
12 Then he prayed, “Lord, God of my master Abraham, make me 

successful today, and show kindness to my master Abraham. 13 See, I am 

standing beside this spring, and the daughters of the townspeople are coming 

out to draw water. 14 May it be that when I say to a young woman, ‘Please let 

down your jar that I may have a drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink, and I’ll water 

your camels too’—let her be the one you have chosen for your servant 

Isaac. By this I will know that you have shown kindness to my master.” 

15 Before he had finished praying, Rebekah came out with her jar on her 

shoulder. She was the daughter of Bethuel son of Milkah, who was the wife 

of Abraham’s brother Nahor. 16 The woman was very beautiful, a virgin; no 

man had ever slept with her. She went down to the spring, filled her jar and 

came up again. 
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17 The servant hurried to meet her and said, “Please give me a little water 

from your jar.” 
18 “Drink, my lord,” she said, and quickly lowered the jar to her hands and 

gave him a drink. 
19 After she had given him a drink, she said, “I’ll draw water for your 

camels too, until they have had enough to drink.” 20 So she quickly emptied 

her jar into the trough, ran back to the well to draw more water, and drew 

enough for all his camels. 21 Without saying a word, the man watched her 

closely to learn whether or not the Lord had made his journey successful. 

 
47 “I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ 

“She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel son of Nahor, whom Milkah bore to 

him.’ 

“Then I put the ring in her nose and the bracelets on her arms, 48 and I bowed 

down and worshiped the Lord. I praised the Lord, the God of my master 

Abraham, who had led me on the right road to get the granddaughter of my 

master’s brother for his son. 49 Now if you will show kindness and 

faithfulness to my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so I may know which 

way to turn.” 
50 Laban and Bethuel answered, “This is from the Lord; we can say nothing 

to you one way or the other. 51 Here is Rebekah; take her and go, and let her 

become the wife of your master’s son, as the Lord has directed.” 
52 When Abraham’s servant heard what they said, he bowed down to the 

ground before the Lord. 53 Then the servant brought out gold and silver 

jewelry and articles of clothing and gave them to Rebekah; he also gave 

costly gifts to her brother and to her mother. 54 Then he and the men who 

were with him ate and drank and spent the night there. 

When they got up the next morning, he said, “Send me on my way to my 

master.” 
55 But her brother and her mother replied, “Let the young woman remain 

with us ten days or so; then you may go.” 
56 But he said to them, “Do not detain me, now that the Lord has granted 

success to my journey. Send me on my way so I may go to my master.” 
57 Then they said, “Let’s call the young woman and ask her about it.” 58 So 

they called Rebekah and asked her, “Will you go with this man?” 

“I will go,” she said. 
59 So they sent their sister Rebekah on her way, along with her nurse and 

Abraham’s servant and his men. 
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Video Testimony - Pat Burke (mlcjoiet.org/sermons) 

 

 

The negotiation of an arranged marriage.  The hope of 

promised success.  All of it hinges on this moment.  Eliezer has 

done all he can.  

 

Tell me if so or if not, so that I may know which way to turn… 

 

There are so many prayers in the story of young Rebekah’s 

leap of faith to leave what she knew to become the wife of a 

Prince in a distant land.   

 
 

 

There is from the beginning Abraham’s prayer for his son.  

That he might not only find the right women to marry, but that 

Isaac might find comfort after losing his mother.  These 

prayers are answered in beautiful ways through out the whole 

story.  Genesis chapter 24 – the original love story which all 

other tortured love stories get their inspiration from Camelot 

to Bridgeton.  I encourage you to listen to it on a Bible ap – 

that really is the best way to appreciate the story of what God 

had to do to bring Rebekah and 

Isaac together.  The last couple of 

verses when Isaac and Rebekah 

first meet.  It is a story that just 

begs the imagination.  But for our 

purposes today we want to ask the 

question of how God used prayer 

to make something beautiful 

happen.   

 

SO many prayers… You have to 

wonder how often Rebekah and 

her mother, and her maid prayed 
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for her future husband, wherever he might be.  How could they 

in their wildest dreams picture that it would have been an 

estranged relative from a foreign land.  I guarantee you that 

God… as beautifully and faithfully as he answered this young 

woman’s prayers … the answers were nothing like the contract 

that she had built up in her mind that if she did this and thus – 

God would reward her with a prosperous future.  If she could 

mold herself into the good girl her parents expected, which she 

did, she could not have imagined what God could do with that, 

much less appreciate all that God had done through her maid 

and family, and the family of Isaac to make that happen.   

 

How much courage did it take for her to say, ‘Yes I will go.’ If 

Abraham’s leap of faith to leave everything he knew to live in a 

foreign land … if that faith was awarded to him as 

righteousness… how much more so the leap of faith of a 

teenage girl with no control over her destiny. To leave all she 

knows to marry a man she has never met.  

 

And side note, for all the bad press that the Bible and the Old 

Testament get for being a male centric view of the World, 

which they are.  What does it tell you about the Wisdom of our 

ancestors and their ability to trust in God … that in the midst 

of this negotiation about when Rebekah would leave her 

family, never to see them again!!, the next day or 10 days.  

When there is this disagreement between Abrahams messenger 

and Rebekah’s family even though ‘the men’ are hashing it 

out, their first impulse is to allow this teenage girl to decide her 

own fate.   They not only trusted God but they trusted this 

young woman’s ability to hear God’s direction in her life.  

Would that we had a society and a culture that prepared 

teenagers for life as well as Rebekah was prepared to trust in 

God in this moment.  I tell you it may be that third world 

nations, as poor and uneducated as they may be, do a better 

job of preparing their teenager than our culture does at this 
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time.  I wouldn’t want my daughter to be married at 15, but 

the teenager I meet in the Dominican Republic knew more 

about faith then my kids do.  But I have stray from the point.   

 

SO many answered prayers… Perhaps the most detailed study 

of the way in which prayer was used to determine the outcome 

of a situation was the faithfulness of Abraham’s servant, who 

we assume is still Eliezer at this point.  It is just another 

beautiful facet of this love story.  The loyalty and trust between 

Eliezer and Abraham.  The eagerness for which the servant 

genuinely seeks out the good of his master and depends 

completely on God to do so.   

 

 

Far to often we think of prayer as a contract between us and 

God.  I asked, and I asked in Jesus name, therefore you have to 

comply.  Or we think why God would want anything else but 

what we hope for in this situation.  It is as if prayer is a 

superpower to change the outcome of the world.  And 

certainly, Jesus encourages the disciples to use prayer in that 

way to heal and drive out evil.  But, prayer and the way it 

affects our lives is so much more then some type of contract.    

 

The way Eliezer uses prayer to find Rebekah gives us two 

different ways of thinking about prayer.   

 

First of all, the servant is completely open to the many and 

varied ways God might answer his prayer.  He knows there is a 

woman out there for his master Isaac.  But even when it seems 

pretty clear who that women might be, he never tells God how 

to answer his prayer.   

 

Second, the servant uses prayer as a guide for what to do next.  

He is actively looking for sign after sign as to what to do.  I 

don’t know about you, but my prayers are not often that open.  
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Instead of asking God if I am on the right path, I often find 

myself telling God my plan and asking him to Bless it.  I tell 

God which path I am going to take and expect him to make it 

work out for me.  Imagine a prayer life so trusting that it has 

more to do with what God can do through you, rather than 

what God can do for you.   

 

 

Tell me if so or if not, so that I may know which way to turn… 

 

Can you imagine praying such a prayer?  You are about to 

achieve that success you have been working toward, you are 

about to enter into that relationship you have dreamed of… the 

path seems so clear for you or your child and instead of leaping 

ahead to the expected outcome, you are still willing to say in 

the midst of your joy and anticipation, ‘not my will but your will 

be done.’   

 

Eliezer completely puts himself at the mercy of the 

circumstances.  If God is going to make this happen, he will do 

it through the will of the young women and her family.  Eliezer 

is not going to force anything, especially not in prayer.  

Everything is falling into place, the right girl, from the right 

family, with a servant’s heart.  It would have been easy for 

Eliezer to assume this was how God would answer the prayer, 

but even in the final negotiations he is completely open to what 

God might do next.  He explains to the family the prayer he 

prayed, the sign he was looking for and the way God answered 

his prayer and then puts the whole thing into the other persons 

hands.   

 
 Now if you will show kindness and faithfulness to my master, tell me; and 

if not, tell me, so I may know which way to turn.” 
 Laban and Bethuel answered, “This is from the Lord; we can say nothing 

to you one way or the other. 51 Here is Rebekah; take her and go, and let 
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her become the wife of your master’s son, as the Lord has directed.” (vs 

49-50) 

 

So that I may know which way to turn…  now that is faith.   

 

What if that was our more common expectation of prayer?  

That the reason you carved out time in your day, or the reason 

you are reaching out to God for help is not so that He will do 

what you expect, but so that you might know which way to 

turn, where to put your heart and emotions, what to prepare 

for.   

 

When is the last time you asked God for a sign?   

 

Does that seem like a foreign idea to you?  To superstitious?  

Something they only did back then when they knew so much 

less about, the world… certainly we have moved pass asking 

for signs… 

 

I doubt that is the real obstacle, the real obstacle isn’t your 

faith in God to use the sign to guide your life… (although that 

may be true as well).  The real obstacle is that when you ask 

for a sign you are giving up control.  You are going to put your 

trust in something other then yourself.  

 

Let the story of Rebekah (please do take time to listen to the 

whole chapter- you won’t regret it) challenge you to think 

about prayer and the way God answers prayer in a new light.   

 

As the praise team comes forward let me give you one concrete 

place to start as you open your prayer life more and more to 

the guidance of God.   
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I invite you here and now to ask God for a sign.  Now God’s 

spirit may have already sent you down a certain path and I 

encourage you to keep following that impulse and ask for a 

sign concerning what ever it is that God is laying on your heart 

this day.   

 

But if you are searching for a place to begin.  God just maybe 

here right now offering you a sign of one simple concrete thing, 

the thing from which all other confidence and leaps of faith 

come from.  The foundation of His love for you.  Ask for a sign 

from God of just how precious you are to him.  Ask God to 

give you a sign of his love.   

 

It may be a memory, a small coincidence in this day or day 

after day.  Or you might be so bold as to ask God to give you 

an aspect of nature that will remind you of his love.   

 

For me it is the dancing of light.  I read a devotional in which 

the author talked about the love notes that she had asked for, 

just between her and God.  That little reminder that she 

needed from time to time to know that she is loved.  Why can’t 

we ask for a sign of God’s love?  Why wouldn’t it be in God’s 

will to provide that for you.  If God is who he says He is then 

He will gladly use some symbol you throw out there to remind 

you at just the right times in your life how deeply you are loved 

by Him.   

 

What might your symbol of love be.  I invite you to ask for one 

simple thing (be open God might change it) and ask that that 

one simple sign might catch your attention at some random 

moment today.  And when you see that sign, claim it, grab hold 

of it, put your faith in God’s ability to show you which way to 

turn.   
 

 


