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Call To Worship-Worship Team 

 
Welcome/Announcements 

 
Worship Through Songs 

 
Worship Through Confession & Giving 

Text prayer requests to 815-483-1814 
 

Children’s Message—Bryn Werner 
 

Worship Through Hearing God’s Word 
 

 
                                              Message: 
                             “Wonder of Joy for the Secular” 
                                    By Pastor Kurt Hoover 

 
 
 
 
 

Worship Through Song 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Holy Communion 
 

Worship Through the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Closing Song 

WORSHIP TODAY 



3 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE 

OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Acts 2:22-28 (NIV) 
Reader:  
 
22 

“People of Israel, listen! God publicly endorsed Jesus the Nazarene by doing powerful 
miracles, wonders, and signs through him, as you well know. 

23 
But God knew what 

would happen, and his prearranged plan was carried out when Jesus was betrayed. 
With the help of lawless Gentiles, you nailed him to a cross and killed him. 

24 
But God 

released him from the horrors of death and raised him back to life, for death could not 
keep him in its grip. 

25 
King David said this about him: 

‘I see that the Lord is always with me. 
    I will not be shaken, for he is right beside me. 
26 

No wonder my heart is glad, 
    and my tongue shouts his praises! 
    My body rests in hope. 
27 

For you will not leave my soul among the dead 
    or allow your Holy One to rot in the grave. 
28 

You have shown me the way of life, 
    and you will fill me with the joy of your presence.’ 

  
OUR GOSPEL LESSON 
Mathew 1:1-6  (NIV) 
 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from 
the east came to Jerusalem 

2 
and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of 

the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3 

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 
4 
When he 

had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 
where the Messiah was to be born. 

5 
“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is 

what the prophet has written: 
6 

“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
world not to judge the world, but to save the world through him. 
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MLC NEWS 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

Christmas Eve services will be in person at 5, 7 and 11 pm. In addition to this, we will 
be streaming a pre-recorded Christmas Eve service starting at 8 am on December 24. If 

you would like to attend one of the services in person, we encourage you to make a 
reservation at mlcjoliet.org.  

 
CONNECTION CARD 

Stay connected with Messiah Lutheran. Fill out the green connection card in the pew in 
front of you, or go to bit.ly/MLCConnect to fill out our online connection card. 

 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Follow this link: messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use either 
your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  

3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 
Please make your reservation for what service you plan to attend at  

mlcjoliet.org.  The 8:00 and 9:30 services will be streamed live as well, and there will be 
overflow in the narthex for those services if we surpass the 70 person threshold. Other 
non-religious or non-educational building usage will be encouraged to be curtailed at 
ten per group, following the state protocols. If you’d like a standing reservation at one 
of the services, call the office or email Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org and we will put 

you on the standing reservation list.   
 

PRAYER CHAIN 
Messiah uses a prayer chain made up of people willing to pray for our members, com-

munity and nation in times of crisis. The prayers are confidential and anonymous as 
much as possible. You can make a difference through the gift of your prayers. Contact 

Cindi Souza at regency118@comcast.net or Pastor Dave at  
pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org to become a partner.  

 
DECEMBER CALENDAR 

The office will be closed Thursday, December 24, Friday, December 25th and Friday, 
January 1st.  

 

GET INVOLVED 

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER 

Because of Covid-19, Daybreak Shelter is now collecting and delivering them instead 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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of packaging them. We are still accepting donations of these items during normal of-
fice hours, Monday through Friday, 9 am to 5 pm. We need donations of individually 

wrapped snacks, instant oatmeal, hot chocolate packets, cereal boxes (small) and fruit. 
can be made online at bit.ly/MLCMasks or in-person. 

 
GIFTS FOR BABY JESUS 

It is a tradition at Messiah to bring gifts for newborn children or new moms on Christ-
mas Eve and donate them to a local crisis pregnancy center. You can bring diapers, 
clothing, powder, a gift of money or anything that a parent might need in caring for 

her child. Please put on the wrapping paper what the item is, the size and whether it’s 
for mother or child. You can bring the gifts to any service and place them under the 

tree. Thank you. 
 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO MESSIAH 
Every year, we ask for special donations called “Christmas Gifts to Messiah” to fund a 

special project or two. This year, Christmas Gifts to Messiah will be allocated as follows: 
80% to the purchase of the new church van, and 20% to the Pastor’s discretionary 
fund. To designate any giving you have to Christmas Gifts to Messiah, please write 

CGM on the memo line of your check or, if you give online, select Christmas Gifts to 
Messiah on the drop down menu.  

 
ANSWERED PRAYER TESTIMONIES 

Hey Messiah! We're looking for people to share their stories about answered prayer. It 
can be any kind of story where God was faithful to hear your call and respond to it in a 
way that only He can. We'd like to video these stories for our upcoming sermon series 

starting in January. If you'd like to share your story, please let Lloyd know at wor-
ship@mlcjoliet.org. Thanks!  

 
MLC NEEDS 

 
COATS 

Please drop off your new or like new coats, hats, scarves, gloves and socks in the out-
side bin or bring them to Messiah's office by today. We will drop them off to our local 

homeless shelters.  
 

QUILTERS NEEDS 
Quilters are in need of any size sheets. Please be sure they are without rips, tears or 

stains. There is a basket in the narthex to put them. Thank you.  
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MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
AWANA (Wednesdays, online) 

Awana looks a little different, but the goal of teaching children the word of God and train-
ing them to serve Him will remain.  It’s virtual Awana, with weekly releases including wor-
ship time, group lessons and bible verse memorization. We’ll gather together occasionally 

to allow for some fun and social interaction. We’ll be sure to meet in a large area and 
practice social distancing. It’s for Preschool - 6

th
 grade. You don’t need to have joined 

Awana to participate this year! Make sure to join Remind to get the latest Awana updates. 
To join, simply text @awanamlc to 81010 or go to remind.com/join/awanamlc. Get links to 

Awana videos at mlcjoliet.org/awana. 

 
MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students (7th-
12th grade) every Sunday. We’ll meet upstairs in the Awana area. 

 
S.A.L.T. FUN DAY (Tuesday, December 22) 

We have separate times where we will play sports like volleyball/basketball, we will have a 
super smash bros/ mario kart game time, if you love games we will have a time for uno 
and catchphrase, and lastly we will end the night with watching the live-action Grinch 

movie. We also have a Zoom option for Sunday Dec. 20th from 1pm-2:50pm. Sign up at 
bit.ly/SALTFD 

 
H2H (HEAD TO HEART) FUN DAY (Wednesday, December 23) 

We have separate times where we will play sports like volleyball/basketball, we will have a 
super smash bros/ mario kart game time, if you love games we will have a time for uno 
and catchphrase, and lastly we will end the night with watching the live-action Grinch 

movie. We also have a Zoom option for Sunday Dec. 20th from 1pm-2:50pm. Sign up at 
bit.ly/H2HFD 

 
WINTER BLAST (December 28-31) 

Students will be headed for a fun-filled winter retreat of worship, games, fellowship and 
fun. We’re going to Expeditions Unlimited in Baraboo, WI. There will be tubing, skiing and 
snowboarding, and an indoor water park. Students will be leaving at 8:30 am on Monday 
the 28th, and will return around 2:30 pm on the 31st. Contact Brian for more information. 

This activity is contingent on Covid-related advisories.  
 

VAN FUNDRAISER 
Pre-order fabulous masks today and help the MLC Youth raise funds for a much needed 

van. “Faith” and “Hope” masks come in a pack of 2 for $15. Purchases can be made online 
at bit.ly/MLCMasks or in-person. 
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COOKIE FUNDRAISER 
If you have ordered cookies, please pick them up in the fellowship hall today.   

 

EVENTS 

 
ACTS BIBLE STUDY LIFE GROUP  

(Tuesdays at 6:30 pm) 
This book of Acts Bible study is led by Jeanette Wegemer at Mike and Jeanette’s home 
and via Zoom. The book being used for the study is “New Wine: A Study of Transition 
in the Book of Acts” by J. Dwight Pentecost, which can be purchased on Amazon or 

through the church office. Contact the church office if you are interested in attending. 
They will be taking a break Dec. 22 & 29.  

 
WALKING IN FAITH (Wednesdays at 9:30 am) 

This group walks at Inwood Park every Wednesday at 9:30 am and they’d love to have 
you join them. Email Sherri at bookkeeper@mlcjoliet.org for more info. They will be 

taking a break Dec. 23 & 30.  
 

PARENTING STUDY LIFE GROUP (Wednesdays at 6:30) 
Tom Bond is leading a study through the book “Tough Guys and Drama Queens” for 

parents of teenagers. The group is meeting at 6:30 pm. Please email  
pastor.stier@mlcjoliet to let us know your interest in the group. 

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more in-
formation. 

 
INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

After much prayer and discernment, the church leadership has decided that  
Insight and Messiah Kids SS will be postponed until some time in 2021.  

We will be constantly evaluating the situation in our area and pray to restart as soon as 
the timing is right. In the meantime, we encourage you to worship as a family - we al-

ways have something for the kids to keep them busy during the service. 
 

THANK YOU 

 
Thanks to those who supported Operation Christmas Child’s shoebox program. We 

collected 104 shoeboxes and donated $130 to their cause. Praise God! 
 

Thanks to everyone who donated coats to the coat drive!  
 

YEAR END DONATIONS 
All year end donations are due by December 31 at noon.  
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STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

 
John 3:16   

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever be-
lieves in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

If you would like to purchase altar flowers, please call the church office or sign up 
in the church narthex.  

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 32 
9:30 am: 41 
11:00 am: 43 

Streaming: 443 
 
 

All online counts are estimates only. 
 

2020 BUDGET 

 
*Yearly Operating Budget:  $684,388 
Average Need Each Week: $13,161 

Received last week: $8,030 
Received year-to-date: $660,100 
Needed year-to-date: $658,650 

 
* Amended 5/1/20 with Pastoral Position’s Ad-

justment 
  

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (December 20) 
8 am Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am MH & HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 
MONDAY (December 21) 

N/A 
TUESDAY (December 22) 

S.A.L.T. Fun Day 
WEDNESDAY (December 23) 

H2H Fun Day 
6:30 Parenting Life Group 

THURSDAY (December 24) 
Office closed 

5, 7 & 11 pm Christmas Eve Service 
FRIDAY (December 25) 

Office closed 
Merry Christmas! 

SATURDAY (December 26) 
N/A 

NEXT SUNDAY (December 27) 
8:00 Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 


