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Blessings 3: God’s Protection  
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

 

 We continue our look at Jacob (Genesis 25-50) and the Beatitudes (Matt 5) to 

understand the concept of blessing.  What it means to be blessed and what it 

means to bestow a blessing on someone.  Before Jacob wrestled with God.  Long 

before he continued the story of his family by blessing his grandchildren.  Jacob 

encountered the promise of God given to his grandfather, Abraham.  There were 

some tragic mistakes that lead him to this moment.  He would continue to take 

things into his own hands after this moment.   But it was in this dream that we 

see Jacob trust in God’s protection.  Notice just how many times God says what 

He will do through Jacob’s family.   Jesus wraps up the beatitudes by promising 

the opposite of protection.  Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness’s sake.  God’s blessing is a promise and a threat.  God will be with 

you always, and at the same time you will always be dependent on Him and what 

He is doing in the world.  Protection from a lack of fulfillment, but not from 

persecution.  

 

    

Litany based on Psalm 37:20-26 
Leader - The wicked consume and do not repay 
All - but the righteous give generously; 
Leader - Those the Lord blesses will inherit the land, 
All - but those he curses will be destroyed. 
Leader - The Lord makes firm the steps 
All - of the one who delights in him; 
Leader - though they may stumble, they will not fall, 
All - for the Lord upholds him with his hand. 
Leader - They are always generous and lend freely; 
All - their children will be a blessing. 
Leader - We worship you Lord in the name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit 

 

Genesis 28:10-22  10 Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11 And he 

came to a certain place and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. 

Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down 

in that place to sleep. 12 And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set 

up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels 

of God were ascending and descending on it! 13 And behold, the Lord stood 

above it and said, “I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the 

God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you and to your 
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offspring. 14 Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall 

spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, 

and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be 

blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, 

and will bring you back to this land. For I will not leave you until I have 

done what I have promised you.” 16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and 

said, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I did not know it.” 17 And he was 

afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the 

house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 

18 So early in the morning Jacob took the stone that he had put under his 

head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19 He called the 

name of that place Bethel, but the name of the city was Luz at the 

first. 20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will 

keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to 

wear, 21 so that I come again to my father's house in peace, then 

the Lord shall be my God, 22 and this stone, which I have set up for a 

pillar, shall be God's house. And of all that you give me I will give a full 

tenth to you.” 

Matthew 5:1, 9-13 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and 

when he sat down, his disciples came to him. 

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven. 

11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all 

kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for 

your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you. 

13 “You are the salt of the earth… 
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15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, 

and will bring you back to this land. For I will not leave you until 

I have done what I have promised you.” – Genesis 25:15 

 

This promise has been extended to the Church - You and I. 

God will not leave us until He ahs done what He has promised.  

 

God is protecting you, but not for your sake.  He has made 

promise to the world, and He will fulfill that promise through 

His church. 

 

 

We were at our last Baseball tournament in Kentucky for Eli’s 

Plainfield Tornadoes.  We were standing around early in the 

morning near the concessions stands getting ready for the 

playoffs.  Molly and another Mom were talking and I leaned in 

to contribute to the conversation.  As I was doing so, I was 

adjusting my hat.  It all happened in a split second.  I 

remember the other mom’s eyes becoming saucers.  It felt like 

someone had hit me with a frisbee.  My wrist being pulled 

away from my hat, my core bracing to keep from falling over.  

Maybe someone had run into me.  I look over my shoulder and 

out of the corner of my eye I see the baseball still in a hopping 

spin hit the ground taking a jagged path away from me.   

 

The people’s reactions were interesting.  Everyone immediately 

coming to my defense and aid screaming to the crowds around 

us their dismay that no one had given us any warning.  Well, 

we couldn’t hear it. This foul ball had spiraled of the bat from 

the field on the other side of a huge concession stand.  Other’s 

exclaiming how lucky I was.  Asking if I was OK.   

 

As it turned out the ball hit my watch, shattering it, but taking 

most of the impact and preventing the spin of the ball from 

hitting my neck.  Had I not been adjusting my hat, had I not 
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been leaning in, that ball would have hit me squarely in the 

neck. I would have been on the ground or worse.  

 

When I realized what had happened all I could say was, Thank 

God!  And I will tell you what there were 10-12 families that 

day that had anew perspective on the Protection of God.  They 

had witness God through miraculous circumstance save Pastor 

Kurt from a trip to the hospital.   

 

 
15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go,… 

For I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised 

you.” – Genesis 25:15 

 

The protection of God. And from Jacob and Jesus we see that 

it is a promise and a threat.  Trust and surrender to God and 

your life will not be consumed by empty promises.  But it will 

be used up to make a difference in this world.  Your family is 

the Lord’s.  He is with you and will protect you wherever you 

go, but that protection is not for your plans.  God is protecting 

and prospering you to be a blessing.  

 

…and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the 

earth be blessed. - Genesis 25:14 

 

God’s blessing is a promise and a threat.  Protection, but if we 

are honest more like being protected by the Mafia.  Protection 

for a purpose.  Only in this case the purpose is fulfillment and 

peace, not organized crime.   

 

God’s blessing is a promise and a threat, but the alternative is 

to place your trust in something else, an empty promise that 

will not last.  Most often we misplace our trust in ourselves, our 

own ability to figure out the world.  We act as if and pretend 

that we don’t need God.   
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Billy Graham said it this way:  

 

“Our modern philosophy of self-reliance and self-

sufficiency has caused many to believe that we can make 

the grade without God.  ‘Religion,’ they argue, ‘may be 

alright for certain emotional people, but you can’t beat a 

man who believes in himself.’   

 

Now mind you this Billy Graham talking 40 years ago 

before everyone got a medal.  Think about how truer this 

will be for the children becoming adults today.   

 

This self-confident generation has produced more 

alcoholics, more drug addicts, more criminals, more 

wars, more broken homes, more assaults, more 

embezzlements, more murders, and more suicides than 

any other generation that has ever lived.  It is time all of 

us to take stock of our failures, blunders, and costly 

mistakes. It is about time that we place less confidence in 

ourselves and more trust and faith in God.” 

 

And that is the whole point in asking for God’s protection.  

The moment you ask for God to protect your child, to protect 

you from harm and disease, a switch is flipped in you soul that 

shifts your dependence from what you can control to a power 

outside of yourself.  And that truly is a blessing.   

 

It is what Jesus meant when he said that sickness, and war, 

and tragedy… a man born blind in the end has little to do with 

sin or mistakes, or any misinformation or missteps you or I 

might make.  Jesus said, instead, this illness will give God 



Car keys and trusting God more than self Pent 14 Aug 29, 2021 

    

Sermon Manuscript not edited for publishing. ©Kurt Hoover, Messiah Lutheran, Joliet, IL 60431 
 

6 

glory.  It will help people rely on God, ask God for protection 

and healing.  When we ask God to protect us …we place less 

confidence in ourselves and more trust and faith in God. 

 

 

Tell me what is your gut reaction when a niece or a nephew, a 

grandchild that you had no part in teaching to drive a car, asks 

to borrow your car?   

 

It’s not about the car is it.  It is about the precious cargo, the 

child driving it.   

 

Believe me God has a greater interest in protecting our young 

teenagers on the road than you or I do.  They are our children, 

but they are His salt.  God has plans for them that far exceed 

the most extravagant of expectations we might hope to dream 

as we watch our children’s gifts and talents mature.  And we 

may never know just how one interaction, one hug, one 

conversation your child has with another blesses the world. 

 

I thought I knew what it was to trust God with my child until I 

sent them out into the world behind a half ton of metal 

traveling at 25-55 miles per hour.  I don’t know you veterans 

with grandkids you tell me.  I though letting them go trick or 

treating by themselves, or that first sleep over was a leap of 

faith, but it all pails in comparison to watching your 16-year-

old drive out of the driveway, with that herkie jerky 

uncertainty, all by themselves.  

 

We all have our foolish stories of mistakes made behind the 

wheel.  I lost my license not once but twice as a teenager.  Once 

for getting three tickets in one stop.  I was speeding and blew 

two stop signs.  The other time for driving without a license.  

Let’s just say there were a lot of prayers for not only my safety 
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when I was young and foolish.  TO say nothing of 

inexperienced.   

 

With all this in mind, when the child in your life asks to drive 

the car, do you deny the keys?  No. Well in certain situations 

yes, but for the most part, no.   

 

When your child asks for the keys to the car you hand them 

over with fear and trembling, knowing that this is something 

they must learn to do on their own, without you.  You take the 

risk, the leap of faith.  And I tell you what … that takes 

courage!! 

 

 

Now if you think the keys to a car are a huge responsibility, 

what are we going to do with the keys of life?   

 

You and your children have the ability, the responsibility, the 

privilege…to open for others the doors that separate them 

from God.  They are the Salt of the Earth…  God intends to 

use you and your family to change the world one relationship, 

one conversation, one selfless act of love at a time.   

 

In spite of our inexperience, in spite of our fear, Jesus gives us 

the keys to the kingdom of God!   

 

…and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the 

earth be blessed. - Genesis 25:14 

 

He is with you and will protect you wherever you go, but that 

protection is not for your plans.  God is protecting and 

prospering you to be a blessing.  
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Before we gather our car, keys and ask for God’s blessings.  

Let me end with one more reminder of how dependent we are 

on God’s protection.    

 

The evangelist, David Watson, used to tell the story of 

when he was called into the garden by the frightened 

cries of his daughter who was being chased by a bee. He 

wrapped his arms around her and then she felt his body 

go tense. He let her go and said to her, ‘You needn’t 

worry anymore, darling, the bee has stung me.’ 

 

On the cross, it was as though Jesus wrapped his arms 

around us and took the sting of death for us. We still die 

(if Jesus doesn’t return first) but, for everyone trusting in 

Christ, ‘the sting of death’ has been removed through the 

cross and resurrection. And, as David Watson said to his 

daughter, ‘Bees don’t sting twice.’ ‘Thank God!’ 

 

Jesus is here now and you are seeking His protection, God has 

made it possible, indeed God is flipping that switch in you from 

depending on what you can control, to depending on Him 

alone.  You are truly a Blessing!  

 

 

At this time we Bless car keys – Take them out jingle them… 

extend your hands as a symbol for the teenager in your life, or 

the professional driver trusted with others lives, It maybe a 

neighbor child.  Pray for their protection and pray for God to 

bless the world through them.  Unlock doors that separate 

others from God.  
 


