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Where is Jesus: God’s Presence in a Novel Age?  
by Pastor Kurt Hoover  

 

Revelation 20 1:5 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for 
the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was 
no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and 
he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will 
be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their 
eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for 
the old order of things has passed away.” 

5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything 
new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy 
and true.” 

 

John 20:11-18 11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she 
wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in 
white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the 
other at the foot. 
13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where 
they have put him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 
15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are 
looking for?” 
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” 
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which 
means “Teacher”). 
17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to 
the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending 
to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 
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18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen 
the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 

 

 

Luke 11:42-46 42 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a 

tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you 

neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the 
latter without leaving the former undone. 
43 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most important seats in 
the synagogues and respectful greetings in the marketplaces. 
44 “Woe to you, because you are like unmarked graves, which people 

walk over without knowing it.” 
45 One of the experts in the law answered him, “Teacher, when you say 

these things, you insult us also.” 
 

 

 
46 Jesus replied, “And you experts in the law, woe to 

you, because you load people down with burdens they 
can hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one 

finger to help them. 
 

I have great hesitance addressing, from the pulpit, the issues of 

racism and our own cities struggle to understand this time in 

our history.  My hesitation is this.  There is very little way of 

talking about mistakes that have been made or things that 

need to be fixed, or even what you should or should not be 

doing in this time… There is very little way of talking about 

racism without loading people down with burdens 

they can hardly carry.  
 

These are Jesus words of condemnation toward the religious 

leaders of the day.  We as religious people can easily get caught 

up in what Martin Luther called the Law.  What we ought to 

do.  This was the Pharisees issue in Jesus day, the Roman 

Catholic Churches issue in Luther’s day, and can easily 
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become the trap people expect of their church in this modern 

day.   

 

There is no set of rules or policies that you must follow in order 

to get into heaven.  That is Jesus accusation.  You, good 

religious people set up a list of rules so constraining that no one 

feels like they are able to achieve them.  In fact, it is the idea of 

there being a list you can accomplish that somehow deserves 

God’s blessing that is the misstep.  You have made your 

relationship with God into a contract where you must do x, y, 

and z in order to be a good and just person worthy of heaven 

or a relationship with God.  There are no ‘would-of, could-of, 

should-of’’s that we need to use to shame others, although 

some have tried.   

 

There is no set of rules or policies that we can invoke that will 

prevent racism.  What will prevent racism is a messy dialogue 

or repentance and forgiveness, reconciled relationships 

between individuals and institutions of power.   

 

There is nothing I can say to you that you ought to do.  There 

is nothing I can say that our mayor or police officers or 

protestors ought to do.  As I said in my response on Tuesday.   

This is not a time that we need to be right, but a time to set 

ourselves aside to better understand the experience of others.    

 

The purpose of a sermon, and the one thing that God is 

counting on from you most as a Christian - is not good morals.  

That is a side benefit of the Law.  The church has been charged 

with the task of what Luther called the Gospel.  Talking about 

God in such a ways as not to create one more thing that you 

have to get right or wrong, but to free you from moral 

obligations precisely so that you can set your own self interest 

aside.   
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Here is what I want you to hear from the pulpit.  God loves 

you, God has forgiven you and trusting in His Grace you are 

completely free to enter into this national conversation and 

listen, learn, and yes at some point take some bold leap of faith, 

knowing that if you lept the wrong way - there is forgiveness 

and reconciliation here.  If your neighbor takes the wrong road 

the Holy Spirit is not asking for your condemnation but that 

He might create forgiveness and reconciliation through you.  

 

Let me sum up this topic by saying treating someone 

differently because of their skin color is wrong and that this 

Racism is systemic (meaning it will not get rid of itself, we still 

have work to do).  Justice matters to God, Jesus said it very 

clearly at the beginning of this exchange with the Pharisees, 

when it got heated.   

 
42 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a 

tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden 
herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You 

should have practiced the latter without leaving the 
former undone. 

 

 

And now I invite you to take 5 minutes to contemplate with me 

what Jesus meant when he Told Mary not to hold on to Him.   

 
17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. 
 
This odd statement reveals a lot about what it means to be the 

church in our neighborhood because it highlights the 

importance of Pentecost.  Why was it important that Jesus 
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leave the Earth after His resurrection and God’s most real 

presence be found in the Holy Spirit?   

 

Why is it important that we not hold on to just one aspect of 

God, even if it is the presence of Jesus Christ.  It has a lot to do 

with where God choses to dwell.  

 

Think about this – wouldn’t it be great if Jesus Christ were 

here to guide us through this time.  But who is to say that if 

God were still present on the Earth through the presence of 

Jesus Christ that He would even be on our continent?  Would 

Jesus be concerned with our sophisticated western problems?  

Are there injustices that might demand more of His time and 

energy.  In short what I am saying Is that if Mary had 

somehow been able to hold on to Jesus and he were still here 

that would actually limit the ability of God to guide us in what 

is right and enable our trust in Him.   

 

So instead Jesus says let me put a piece of myself, my heart, my 

desires, my conscious, my Holy Spirit into each of those who 

trust in me.  The limiting factor will always be the selfish 

mortal flesh and our desire for survival at the expense of 

others.  That still exists whether you could talk to Jesus face to 

face or stuck listening to that still small voice in the back of 

your head.   

 

And so God created his Church.  And in doing so has reached 

every corner of the globe and every generation.   That church 

has always been and will always be invoked by His presence 

through the Holy Spirit. 

 

What I am trying to say is do not hold on to one idea of what it 

means to be in relationship with God.  In fact, lets embrace the 
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opportunities of the church having little to do with this 

building in this time.  Your best invitation for someone else to 

experience God is through a conversation around your dinner 

table or around a campfire.  And that conversation can be as 

simple as asking what can I pray for in your life.  Most of the 

people you know that want to have that conversation are not 

ready to get involved in church yet.  It is going to take a couple 

of conversations out there and then they will ask you how to be 

a part of ‘the church.’ 

 

Let me sum up with a quick memory I had of the kids when 

they were young.    

  

We were in the car, both of them still in car seats and there 

was a heated exchange going on between them.  The argument 

was bout where God dwells.  Where is God?   Eli was bound 

and determined that Jesus was in our hearts.  Myka was 

completely confident in her argument that God is everywhere.  

Neither of them was willing to listen to the truth of the other. 

 

SO where is God people?  God is alive and at work wherever 

lives are shared.  In the fun conversations of laughter and 

humility.  In the complex dialogue of reconciliation.  In the 

deep conversations on the meaning of Life.  God is asking you 

to be His people His representative in that conversation.    God 

is asking you to be the church.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Addressing Racism/Where God Dwells Sermon                            Mid-week June 3rd , 2020 

    

Sermon Manuscript not edited for publishing. ©Kurt Hoover, Messiah Lutheran, Joliet, IL 60431 
 

7 

Sunday morning (May 31st) before the service your church staff had a heartfelt 

conversation about the conflict in our nation centered in the dilemma of racism.   

Different views and experiences were shared, all in a spirit of love and unity.  The church 

should be a place we can talk about hard things.  We have been praying for this situation 

and I would like to address it directly in the Spirit of Romans 14.  

 

I want to start by acknowledging the Minneapolis Justice System for the unprecedented 

speed in which they took action to hold their police force accountable in the death of 

George Floyd.  The firing of the officers and the legal charges came quickly, but that 

does not make up for the reality that people entrusted with power should never let this 

injustice happen in the first place.   

 

It seems there is still a lesson to be learned.  Please take time to understand the concerns 

of the protests despite the violence and the distraction of looting.  Material things can be 

replaced but human life and livelihoods should not be threatened or stifled.  All people 

deserve to feel safe in their homes, traveling in their communities, and in their own skin.   

 

Racism in all its forms is wrong and it is systemic.  We are called, especially as 

Christians, to condemn injustice.  We are also called to listen and learn from each other 

with repentant hearts.  This is not a time that we need to be right, but a time to set 

ourselves aside to better understand the experience of others.   

 

We pray for the safety of our public servants and for those seeking to be heard.   

 

 

 

 

 


