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 FROM PASTOR HOOVER 
 

Miracles and Signs, part 2 

 

In March I asked you:  Please take time to pray asking what sign God maybe 

performing through Messiah Lutheran church for the community we live in.   

Place yourself in the shoes (or car seats) of the thousands of people who drive by 

our church every day.  I picture that in this new season God has a plan for the 

witness of our church.  ‘Who are those people on the corner of Jefferson and 

Houbolt?’  ‘What do they do for the community?’   

I am excited to tell you the first way that God has answered our prayers.  In July and 

August - Messiah Lutheran Church will be offering Free Mental Health Check-ins to 

the community.   

A friend of the congregation, April Atwood, is finishing her degree as a (LPC) and will 

be providing checkups twice a week as a counseling intern.  Thanks to her 

generosity and a gift to the congregation we are offering this service to the 

community for free!  Donations will be accepted.   

You may have heard that one of the greatest needs coming out our time of isolation 

and change is going to be unforeseen mental health concerns: anxiety, depression, 

addiction, abuse, anger and loneliness to name a few.    

God is using our church to bless the community we live in and to make His name 

great.  There are 2 ways you can join God in this miracle.  1) Make an honest 

assessment of your own mental health by having a conversation with a counselor or 

calling a hotline.  Use your health benefits or the free service at the church.  Be 

open with others about wanting to have that conversation and what you learned 

from it.  2) Get the word out to your family, friends, and coworkers about this free 

service.  The best invitation is not a social media ad but you telling the story of what 

your church is doing.  Each time you share this news you are pointing to the work of 

God to meet the needs of our community that can not be ignored.   

Please continue to pray for the next sign that God is about to do for the community 

through us to make His name great.   

 

Pr. Kurt Hoover 

 

FROM PASTOR STIER 
 

The Church as a Delivery System 

I recently read a devotional by Dr. Tony Evans. Yes, brother to our very own Lloyd 

Evans (well, that is a brother in Christ anyway)  The devotional was a wonderful 



 3 

 
encouragement to me, and I pray it is to you as well in light of our series we just 

finished up “On The Move.” Specifically, the message “The River has Moved” 

“Amazon Prime’s fast delivery system completely reshaped ecommerce as goods 

could be delivered to shoppers’ doorsteps quicker than ever before. The church 

needs to position itself to be the major social service delivery system to the 

community. As the church delivers these services to the doorsteps of people within 

the community, it provides an avenue to community transformation. 

Some services that a church can provide include mentoring, tutoring, life skills 

education, parenting education, adult literacy, GED courses, computer and 

technology training, job readiness training, and business networking. Churches can 

also provide human needs assistance by opening a food pantry, resale store and 

providing housing assistance. Churches can offer counseling and crisis intervention 

programs. They can also provide after school programs, summer camps and sports 

leagues. Churches can also open pregnancy centers that assist girls and women to 

choose life for their children and aid them in the entire process. This includes 

offering medical services, family care education, counseling and offering newborn 

necessities like diapers, wipes and toiletries.  

 

Why should the church offer all these services? Because the church has been 

uniquely called to impact our society for good by effecting positive values and 

beliefs and providing a higher quality of life in that area. These services are 

scalable. All churches, no matter their size, can impact their communities. Social ills 

cannot be solved simply with social helps, since their root is often spiritual in 

nature. So in the end, establishing and nurturing relationships in the community 

serves as a bridge back to the local church.” 

What services does our church (or can our church) offer to change the community 

we’re in? 

Acts of the Apostles 20:35 (NLT) 

And I have been a constant example of how you can help those in need by working 

hard. You should remember the words of the Lord Jesus: ‘It is more blessed to give 

than to receive.’” 

 

James 2:14-17 (NLT) 

What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it 

by your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone? 15Suppose you see a brother 

or sister who has no food or clothing, 16and you say, “Good-bye and have a good 

day; stay warm and eat well”—but then you don’t give that person any food or 

clothing. What good does that do? 
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 17So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is 

dead and useless. 

 

Galatians 6:10 (NLT) 

Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to 

everyone—especially to those in the family of faith. 

 

1 Peter 4:10 (NLT) 

God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use 

them well to serve one another. 

 

Pastor Kurt and I have been imploring you and our church leaders to be 

praying for God to show us ways we can be a miracle to our community. If you 

were unaware, God blessed Messiah with two very large gifts. One a month 

before we were told to stay at home due to CV-19 and another shortly after it 

all started. Within the first few weeks your church gave a tithe to roughly a 

dozen Christian groups that we are blessed to have a partnership with. Just as 

many of their budgets were facing a shortfall. This gift sustained many of them 

and allowed them to continue to do ministry as before. Even though through 

this time our own offerings are lower, God has provided, and the church check 

book is still operating in the black. 

 

Well in July we’ll take our next step and offer FREE Mental Health Check-ins for 

the Community. As the lockdowns from CV-19 and the protests and violence of 

recent days have challenged us as a church family, nation and community, the 

mental health of our families has been greatly stressed and even broken in 

some cases. I implore you to take some time and talk to a counselor, pastor, 

or some other mental health professional. Then tell others about your 

experience. We as the church need to remove the stigma surrounding this 

issue. What a great way to provide a miracle to families in our community. I 

believe this is but a first step, and I ask you to continue to pray with us to see 

where God is leading and that we will be bold enough to join Him in His work! 

 

Pastor Dave Stier 

 
 

 MLC NEWS 
 

MLC Publication Deadlines 

Please note that content for the weekly bulletin is due by noon each Thursday 
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 & content for the monthly newsletter is due by the 22nd of each month. Thank 

you for your cooperation. 

 

Children’s Choir 

I would like to encourage parents to ask their kids if they would be interested 

in joining the Youth Choir here at Messiah.   

Our first practice will be August 16th from 10:45 – 11:15 am. 

We usually follow the Sunday School schedule, with a short practice right 

after, and an occasional weeknight practice if needed before a performance.   

The time commitment is minimal, but the joy of singing God’s praises is 

eternal.  know we are going through a season of uncertainty, but now more 

than ever we need to sing praises to the Lord.  We will adjust our practice 

settings to make sure we keep our kids healthy.  Please contact Sherri Unyi at 

unyi86@comcast.net or text 815-735-6712, if your kids are interested in 

singing and I will send you a play list for the upcoming choir year. 

 

Blessings 

Sherri Unyi 

 

 

July Worship 

During the month of July, we will be changing how we do our worship in 

response to Covid-19.  We will now offer an 8 am and 11 am outdoor service 

by the gazebo in our backyard. In case of rain, these services will occur in the 

Family Life Center. Our 9:30 am service will remain in the sanctuary, with a 

cap of fifty people in attendance not including employees and volunteers. 

Reservations will be required for this service, and can be made through the 

church office at 815-741-4488 or online at mlcjoliet.org. We will still stream 

this service online and the links to our pages where we stream can be found 

at mlcjoliet.org. We stream on both Facebook and YouTube. 

      

      Communion 

 We will be doing communion at one point in the service, and we  

 encourage everyone watching at home to participate by using their own 

 bread and wine/grape juice. For those at the church campus, we will be                 

 using self-contained communion cups.  

 

Prayer Requests 

 Prayer requests for all services can be sent to the office via email at  

 worship@mlcjoliet.org, or called in at 815-741-4488. During the    

 services, you can text your prayer requests to 865-399-0187 or  

 comment them in the chat section of Facebook or YouTube during the   

 9:30 am service.  
 

mailto:unyi86@comcast.net
mailto:office.manager@mlcjoliet.org


 6 

 
Offering 

 We will have an offering time during the service, but you can give any 

 time during the week using one of the following ways: 

 1) Go to this link: bit.ly/MLCGiving 

 2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and follow 

 the instructions given.  

 3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 4)  Mail your check to the church at: 40 Houbolt Rd, Joliet, IL 60431 

 If you need assistance with any of these, please email  

 worship@mlcjoliet.org or call the church office at 815-741-4488.  

Ladies Day 

Ladies Day 2020  at Olivet Nazarene University has been rescheduled to 

Saturday, August 8th from 9 am to 3 pm. If you have purchased tickets, they will 

be honored for this date. If you would like tickets, the office still has some 

available. They are $45 which includes admission, lunch, and transportation.  
 

Social Undistancing 

Now, more than ever we need to connect because we are better together! Social 

Undistancing is a new MLC project where we will place you with someone you do 

not really know within our church community, and get to know them. Ages 18-99 

are welcome! I would start with a set time to connect regularly, get to know each 

other,  and give each other opportunities to share dreams and anxieties. You 

could even pray for each other! Contact Pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more info! 

 

Church Building 

Our church building is now open for the month of July for groups of fifty or less to 

complete projects, come together for team meetings, etc. When inside the 

building, we encourage people to practice social distancing if possible, and wear 

a mask when not feasible. The office will also be open Tuesday-Friday, 9 am to 5 

pm.  

 

LifeGroups 

Life is better together. We are now calling our various meeting groups 

LifeGroups. We have LifeGroups for youth & adults that meet, weekly, bi-weekly, 

monthly and even seasonally. They are on the MLC campus, online and out in 

the community. These life giving groups are created to facilitate serving 

together, great conversation, a focus on life as worship and life long 

relationships! Some examples (but not all) include: Quilters, Worship Team, 

S.A.L.T. Team Daybreak, Insight, Choir, H2H, Memory Bears, Gardening club, 

Ride the Rock, Online group studies, and the list goes on. What can you add to 

the mix? Talk to the pastors & staff. You may have the next great LifeGroup! 
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 Ignite Myanmar 

MLC member Mike Brown is doing some fundraising for Pastor Paul in Myanmar, 

a missionary that we support and who has visited our church in the past. The 

people there are in a really bad way because of Covid-19, and this is a time when 

Pastor Paul could really use resources to help people and share the gospel. You 

can donate through this link: 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/feed-the-people-of-myanmar 

 

You can also get updates on Pastor Paul’s ministry at: 

www.ignitemyanmarmission.com 

Online Connection Card 

We now have an online connection card for people to interact with MLC, as well 

as show their attendance at online services. It helps us keep track of who’s 

watching and the needs of the church. Just go to https://bit.ly/MLCConnect 

 

Reopening Protocol (phase 4) 

A protocol for the next phase (phase 4) of Messiah reopening has been finalized. 

Beginning July 5th Messiah Lutheran Church will be offering 3 different worship 

opportunities each Sunday:   

Online Worship: Live each Sunday at 9:30 am on Facebook & YouTube.  

Outdoor Worship: 8 am and 11am each Sunday around the gazebo, in the 

Family Life Center in case of rain or heat.   

Indoor Worship: 9:30 am by reservation in the sanctuary with overflow in 

the Family Life Center.    

All Services are in line with the May 28th recommendations released by the state 

of Illinois for public worship.  These guidelines allow our church to move to phase 

4 of our opening protocol, independent of the Restore Illinois Plan.     
 

Please keep in mind the following procedures as we make this next transition in 

worship: 

• Sanctuary worship will be limited to the first 50 people who register each 

week.   

• Overflow beyond 50 members will be directed to watch the service on a 

monitor in the FLC.  

• We encourage worshipers to follow the social distancing guidelines that are 

posted throughout the building and grounds.  

• We encourage worshipers to use the hand sanitizing stations positioned 

throughout the building and grounds. 

• Please one person/family in the restroom at a time.  
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• Our ushers are following a new set of guidelines to facilitate the safety of 

our membership, including the wearing of masks and gloves.  

• We will provide individual sealed communion, bulletins, gloves, masks, 

and a place to put your offering at table as you enter the worship spaces.  

• Please avoid congregating at the usher table or in other spaces.  Find your 

seats and enter into worship.  Children should stay in their family group.  

• Please follow the guidance of the ushers as you leave worship and 

continue to use social distancing practices as you gather for fellowship 

outside the building, worship spaces and flow of traffic.   

• Please bring your own chairs, bug spray, Bibles, etc… 

Membership Software 

We are currently updating our membership software. During this time, we 

may be contacting you for updated information. Please email 

Office.manager@mlcjoliet.org if you have any recent updates. 

 

FROM THE BOARDS 

 
Parish Planning Council 

Here are some highlights from the June 2020 Parish Planning Council 

meeting:   

 

• The pastoral staff updated the Parish Planning Council on plans for re-

opening Messiah Lutheran Church.  There will continue to be many options 

for worship and life groups within the church building, outside the building 

and in members’ neighborhoods.  The PPC expressed thanks to the staff for 

working hard to meet the needs of the congregation during this difficult time. 

• The Young Peoples Board and Youth Director Brian Phipps are working to 

re-schedule the camping trips for Messiah’s youth.  The youth will be going to 

a new location in Indiana and almost three times as many participants will be 

going as usually attends. 

• Work Camp will take place locally in the Joliet area.  Brian Phipps and the 

Young Peoples Board are working with Reach Work Camps, local officials and 

two Messiah members to locate potential work sites.  There will be time 

during the week where our students will experience live stream programs 

allowing them to interact with students participating in the Reach program 

across the country. 
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New security systems are being completed that will connect the systems 

between the Family Life Center and main Messiah building.  An updated fire 

suppression system is also being installed. 

 

Safety and Security Newsletter Article 

 

The exciting news is that the security system in the whole church has been 

updated and installed in the Family Life Center.  The other piece of good news 

is that the Fire Suppression System has been updated.  All of this came at a 

critical time as we just recently had a break-in on June 1st.  There were 2 

broken windows, but no property was removed from the building and nothing 

was defaced.  The Joliet Police were called, but the person was not caught.  

The break-in highlights the fact that we need to improve the lighting in the rear 

of building between the building and the Gathering House on the East side of 

the church property. 

We can be proud of all the work that the Pastors and Staff have done to put 

things in place to prepare for us to resume services along with online services.  

Since activity will increase in the building, the Safety and Security Team will 

resume meeting as well as discussions with the Security Team.  We still have 

openings on the Security Team.  If you are interested, please contact Pat 

Burke or any member of the Safety and Security Team. 

June Safety bulletins deal with CPR Awareness Month.  As soon as it is safe, 

we can hold some safety classes again, like CPR and De-Escalation Training.  

June is also National Safety Month and it reminds us to deal with eliminating 

safety hazards at work and home by eliminating hazards, slips, trips and falls.  

Declutter to eliminate falls. 

 

During times like these, Psalm 46 speaks to my heart: “God is our refuge and 

strength, a very present help in trouble.”  The reality is that there will be 

difficult times, but God promises to be our refuge.  When buildings crumbling 

and our world is shaken God has not failed us. 

 

Stewardship 

Thank you to our members who continue to give time, talents and resources to 

the ministries of the church.  We have seen an increase in online giving.  As a 

reminder, please help the church by covering the “processing fees” associated 

with giving online.  These fees add up and the church pays for them, so check 

under “Select payment method”  to adding the fees to your online giving. This 

will help the church be able to provide more money to ministry, instead of to 

the bank.   

 



 10 

 

Messiah received a very generous donation of $1000 in June targeted for 

Global Missions.  Your Stewardship Team decided $250 in funds would be 

dispersed to 4 organizations:  “A Cup of Cold Water Ministries https://

www.ccwm.org/;  “Lutheran World Relief”; https://lwr.org/ ; Compassion 

International” https://www.compassion.com/ and to  “Go Ministries ”https://

gomin.org/missions.  Each of these organizations works to spread the gospel of 

Jesus Christ to serve his children.  Please click or visit the websites for more 

information. “ Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be 

generous and willing to share.” 1 Timothy 6:18 

 

Proverbs 3:13 states “Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain 

understanding” Stewardship is beginning its yearly review of 15 benevolence 

organizations, which our church members support.  This review is important 

because it helps us to make wise decisions with the resources God has 

provided to us.  This also helps us to understand how we are helping.   

Finally we will again be awarding the Christian Service Scholarship this fall to 

members of our congregation who are studying in the ministry.  We will be 

reviewing the applications taken in May.  Thank you to our members, without 

whose gifts, this would not be possible. 

Stewardship Board 

Donna Stier, Gerry Boe, Gary Phillips and Doug Potts 

 

 

MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 

 

Ignite 

Our summer program, Ignite, is for students going into 7th grade through 12th 

grade. It starts with our drive-in worship service and will continue on 

Wednesday nights throughout the summer.  We’ll have a time of friends, fun 

and worship. Next week (June 10) begins the regular programming for the 

summer, which will run on Wednesdays from 6 to 8 pm. Location is to be 

decided. 

 

Workcamp 2020 (July 19-24) 

Workcamp is still going on but with Covid-19 we are going to have Workcamp 

here in our own town. This means that during the week we will stay at the 

church for food, fellowship, worship, etc. and do outreach projects in our 

community. We have opened up Workcamp to any student going into 7th-12th. 

We will need you to sign up by June 14th and the cost is $225 a person. You 
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July 1 

Grace Weiss 

Jim and Lynn Ortinau 

July 2 

Jacob Anderson 

Maura Freeman 

Andrew Gonzalez 

July 3 

Leann Fox 

Sophia Miller 

David Stier 

Jay & Chris Weiss 

July 4 

Ethan Cariveau 

Robert Kadubec 

Lorraine Racich 

July 5 

Samantha Kowalczyk 

Andrea Mitchell 

Jessee O’Neill 

VJ Queen 

Lori Spielman 

July 7  

Elyssa Boe 

Sonja Knudsen  

Alexei Stier 

Tiffany Trizna 

Tim & Kristi Boe 

Rowan & Diane Hedden 

July 8 

Giovanna Bavone 

Becca Brownlow  

Peyton Dykstra 

Connor Dudzinski 

July 9  

Bill Unyi 

July 10  

Colton Eldred 

July 11 

Gil Anderson 

Jim Anderson 

David & Karen Nygard 

 

July 12 

Kathy Carlson 

Judy Jelm 

Luanne Jelm– Eickholtz 

Michele Larson 

Joceline Moore 

Julia Spielman 

Phyllis & Richard Webb 

John & Sharon Wiley 

July 13 

Larry Vickers 

July 15 

Rich Carlson 

Carmen Perez 

Kayden Thomasson 

Jay Weiss 

Eric & Lisa Boe 

Clinton & Ellen Parnell 

July 16 

Jacob Anderson  

Edward Hartmann 

July 17  

Beth Hohisel 

Rod Juell 

Norma Miller 

July 18  

Ron Fowler 

Karen Nygard 

Patrick & Katy Hester 

July 19 

Jesse Cohoon 

Jayme Holmgren 

Emelia Kennedy 

Taylor Novak 

July 20  

Faith Mathis 

Bob Robertson 

Eric & Jamie Bowman 

July 21 

Jessica Schroth 

John & Betty Hines 

July 22 

Janet Adcox 

Carol Zirzow 

 

 

July 23 

Amanda Fox 

Lynda Mahalik 

Jacob Thomasson 

July 24 

Justin Brown 

Kinsley Moore 

July 25 

Catherine Stacy 

July 26 

Gary Doorn 

July 27  

Rex Stepien  

July 28 

Kate Joho 

Brenna Luebbing 

Nathanial Wiley 

John & Irene Chaplin 

Ron & Laura Haldeman 

July 29 

John Jacob 

Bob & Norma Miller 

July 30  

Dave Crago 

Isabella Magrini 

Isabella Wieher 

July 31 

Scott Binkley 

Shannon McGrath 

Norma Purcell  

Greg & Jennifer Belsha 

Darry; & Chris Hoelscher 

Tom & Lori Spielman 

 

 

 

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
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ADDRESS 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 
815-741-4488 
Fax: 815-741-4501 
Email: info@mlcjoliet.org 
Website: www.mlcjoliet.org 

Sermon series 
begins May 17 


