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The Set Aside: His Indescribable Gift 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

 

A study of the Corinthians letters and the idea of setting aside a portion of what God 

gives you to support the church and the poor.  The priests, the foreigners, and widows.  

Deuteronomy is referring to giving a portion of each harvest.  The garden, the trees, the 

animals, and the field.  It wasn’t a concept of tithing money; it was setting aside every 

blessing.  Jesus has harsh words for the Pharisees.  They are so careful to set aside, even 

the herbs that grow on the window shelf, but they have neglected the spirit of giving.  

He defines 2 parts they are missing.  A desire for justice.  Actually caring for the poor.  

Second, they don’t appreciate the love of God that compels us to give.  The offering had 

become a duty.  It had become something that makes them look good.  It was given for 

all the wrong reasons.  Paul writing to the church in Corinth is a unique insight into 

giving.  It is so simple.  This instruction applies a little more directly to the modern 

church.  Paul is fundraising for the church back in Jerusalem which is being persecuted.  

These funds will be used to relocate people and start new churches, new communities 

throughout the world.  Paul gives them one reason to give above all others.  And Paul 

describes how to give in such a practical way.  What is best for your family and the 

church is an intentional tithe.  Set a determined percentage aside of whatever God gives 

you each week.  Store it up.  In this way there will be no appeal for a collection when you 

are not ready.  God doesn’t want your money; He wants your obedience.  A consistent, 

intentional tithe puts you and your family in the best position to provide for the future of 

the church and other charities you support. 

 

 

Deuteronomy 26:12 12 When you have finished setting aside a tenth of all 

your produce in the third year, the year of the tithe, you shall give it to the 

Levite, the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow, so that they may eat in 

your towns and be satisfied. 

 

1 Corinthians 16:1-3  Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do 

what I told the Galatian churches to do. 2 On the first day of every 

week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your 

income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be 

made. 3 Then, when I arrive, I will give letters of introduction to the men you 

approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem.  

2 Corinthians 2:6-15  6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also 

reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 

generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart 

to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
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giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all 

times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it 

is written: 

“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; 

    their righteousness endures forever.” 

10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply 

and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 

righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way so that you can be 

generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in 

thanksgiving to God. 

12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s 

people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to 

God. 13 Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others 

will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the 

gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with 

everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, 

because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for 

his indescribable gift! 

 

Luke 11:37-42  37 When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him 

to eat with him; so he went in and reclined at the table. 38 But the Pharisee 

was surprised when he noticed that Jesus did not first wash before the meal. 

39 Then the Lord said to him, “Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of 

the cup and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40 You 

foolish people! Did not the one who made the outside make the inside 

also? 41 But now as for what is inside you—be generous to the poor, and 

everything will be clean for you. 

42 “Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue 

and all other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of 

God. You should have practiced the latter without leaving the former 

undone.   
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…you neglect justice and the love of God. – Luke 11:42 

 

Can you picture the scene?   You are sitting at the family meal.  

The wisest and most respected uncle spends the whole meal 

glancing sideways at one of the youngest men at the table.  It 

doesn’t matter what he has done.  He may be wearing the 

wrong thing, he didn’t shave …he stands out and in a way that 

everyone else notices too.   

 

The young man tired of all the sideways glances.  Finally 

speaks up and says to the family elder … you are so uptight.  

You are so concerned about appearances and how my behavior 

might reflect on the family.  You are concerned about the 

wrong things… …you don’t care about me, this family, or 

anyone but yourself!!  

 

That is what Jesus … in essence was saying to the Pharisee and 

by default implicating every other member of the religious 

family sitting there at the table that has become a little to 

concerned about the ‘right’ thing to do.  

 

…you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have 

practiced the latter without leaving the former undone. 

 

Jesus could care less how much money they give or the results 

of their good works and righteous life.  Good job, you got it 

figured out, you don’t need anybody’s help do you.  Well, guess 

what the only thing you have figured out is how to be greedy 

and wicked.  (look it up it right there in vs. 39)   

 

Jesus is not pulling any punches.  This was an embarrassingly 

awkward scene.  You better believe all the help came and 

listened at the kitchen door.  It makes me kind of wonder if 

Jesus stomped out of the room or was escorted out?  All that 

Luke tells us is that when outside the yelling continued and 
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that respectable church leaders were out for blood.  They had 

been embarrassed and now they wanted to some how trap 

Jesus with all of their ivory tower knowledge, but they 

couldn’t.  

 

The accusation of what they know to be true in their hearts, 

ringing in their ears.  It is making their blood boil because the 

know it is real.  They don’t care about the poor and they don’t 

appreciate God’s love.   

 

 

If the Pharisee, the expert, wasn’t doing it right then what does 

it mean to give?  Why give?  What is the proper motivation?  

And What does it look like to give?   

 

The Pharisee actually had the obedience part right, but not the 

generosity.  

 

What I like about this one verse to the Corinthian church is 

that is just so simple and practical.   

 
2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside 

a sum of money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so 

that when [the plate gets passed down the pew, or the debit is 

taken from your account – You are able to give.]   

 

It may not be your lack of generosity that gets in the way of 

giving.  It may be just the practical means to do so when the 

Holy Spirit compels you.  The obedience.  You haven’t made it 

a part of the budget.  It is not a part of your financial discipline 

to set aside a portion of what you get each week, or each 

paycheck, or each sale, for your self or for God.   
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As pastor Dave advised us in every new member class.  Each 

pay day, pay yourself, and Pay God first.  Some percentage set 

aside for savings and for the church.   

 

The tithe, even though it implies 10 Percent of each week’s 

wages, has more to do with the reality that you are setting 

something aside than what percentage of your income it is.  

And it can begin today.  Biblical stewardship is the idea that 

you set aside a portion of your income, decided upon 

beforehand with your family, each and every week.  Some 

jump in with 10%.  Others start at 2% and build it up each 

year until the amount they give to family and charity, the 

church and community programs far exceeds 10%.    

 

Biblical stewardship is providing the practical means to make 

your whole life an offering to God.  It is a spiritual discipline 

that says to yourself and your family, God’s Kingdom matters 

more than our little castle.  The future we hope for is more 

dependent on our part in God’s ongoing story then any story 

we can build for ourselves.    

 

So if that is what it looks like to be obedient, what is the proper 

motivation?  

…you neglect justice and the love of God. Oooph… those are 

words none of us want to hear.  But, you guessed it.  If you 

haven’t figured out one of Pastor Kurt’s sermon formulas yet, 

pay attention now.   

 

Jesus Christ is here now, and he has singled you out and he is 

saying the same thing to you that he said to the pompous 

Pharisee long ago.  You are not nearly as generous as you think 

you are.  Some of the reasons you give to charity, or the church 

are pretty poor.  The last reason to give is to assuage your 

conscience, to feel a little less guilty about the beggar at the 

intersection.   
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Do you really care about the homeless, the refugee, the poorly 

educated and the addict?  Do you appreciate the Love of God 

which he so generously pours out upon you?  Don’t even begin 

to think you are generous, you owe everything to God!  He is 

the one that lovingly provides the air your breath the plants of 

the field.   …you neglect justice and the love of God.  (Jesus 

words, not mine.)  

 

This is how C.S. Lewis says it:  The more you obey your 

conscience, the more your conscience will demand of you. 

And your natural self [self-preserving self], which is thus 

being starved and hampered and worried at every turn, will 

get angrier and angrier. In the end, you will either give up 

trying to be good, or else become one of those people who, 

as they say, “live for others” but always in a discontented, 

grumbling way – always wondering why the others do not 

notice it more and always making a martyr of yourself. And 

once you become that you will be a far greater pest to 

anyone who has to live with you than you would have been if 

you had remained frankly… selfish. 
 

The Christian way is different: harder, and easier. Christ says, 

“Give me All. I don’t want so much of your time and so much 

of your money and so much of your work: I want You. I have 

not come to torment your natural self, but to kill it. No half-

measures are any good. I don’t want to cut off a branch here 

and a branch there, I want to have the whole tree down. I 

don’t want to drill the tooth, or crown it, or stop it, but to 

have it out. Hand over the whole natural self, all the desires 

which you think innocent as well as the ones you think 
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wicked – the whole outfit. I will give you a new self instead. 

In fact, I will give you myself: my own will shall become 

yours.” 
- C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity (NY: HarperOne: 2001), 196–197. 

 

Jesus doesn’t want your tithe, and he certainly didn’t want the 

self-righteous bribe the Pharisees were giving to the temple.  

Jesus wants all of you!!  He wants your heart, your allegiance, 

your obedience, your family and your abilities.  And you know 

what He does with them, day in and day out, even without our 

participation.  He builds His Kingdom, where the poor are 

taken care of, and people are reunited with God.   

 

God doesn’t want your bribe he wants all of you!  He uses you 

to build a Kingdom that cares for the poor and proclaims the 

good news to a lost and distracted world!!  

 

For all their greed and self-righteousness, all their wickedness 

and foolishness.   The one thing that perhaps, angers Jesus 

most.  The one motivation that is lacking is an appreciation of 

God’s generous love. The ability of God to exchange our wills 

for His.  

 

That is the most important reason that we give.  That is our 

highest motivation.  Not guilt, not power, but the love of God.  

We give because He first gave to us.  We are inspired to give 

our all because he gave all.  And what makes that happen is 

our connection to God.  We love because He first loved us.  He 

builds His Kingdom through us not because we give a portion 

back.  He builds His Kingdom through us because our whole 

life is an offering to God.   

 

Because God has replaced your will with His own…You are 

the Church. You are God’s promise to the world!   


