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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
MAY 23, 2021 

9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Children’s Outreach Director: Christine Murray 

Youth Director: Brian Phipps 
Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 

 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church livestream 
MAY 23, 2021 

9:30 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                             Rose Ann Sochan 
 
 
OPENING HYMN       “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”  p. 468   v. 1-3, 5 
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LITANY ADAPTED FROM JOSHUA 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Be strong and very courageous. 
Study this book of Instruction continually. 
Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey every-
thing written in it.  
Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do.  
Be strong and courageous!  
Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go. 
We worship you Lord in the name of the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit.  
Amen 

Pastor: 
All: 
Pastor: 
 
All: 
Pastor: 
All: 
 
Pastor: 
 
All: 



 4 

 
HYMNS OF PRAISE   “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”  p. 43    v. 1-3 
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HYMNS OF PRAISE   “Lead On, O King Eternal”  p. 483 v. 1-3  The Hymnal 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  

  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is 
known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver and re-
store me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are forgiven. 
We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  Amen.  

 
THE OFFERING                                                                           Rose Ann Sochan 
 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                      Audra Spielman  
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OUR OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
Ruth 2:1-6, 17-23 (NLT)  
Reader: Jane Costello 
 
2 Now there was a wealthy and influential man in Bethlehem named Boaz, who was a 
relative of Naomi’s husband, Elimelech. 

2 
One day Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let 

me go out into the harvest fields to pick up the stalks of grain left behind by anyone 
who is kind enough to let me do it.” Naomi replied, “All right, my daughter, go 
ahead.” 

3 
So Ruth went out to gather grain behind the harvesters. And as it happened, 

she found herself working in a field that belonged to Boaz, the relative of her father-in-
law, Elimelech. 

4 
While she was there, Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters. 

“The Lord be with you!” he said. “The Lord bless you!” the harvesters replied. 
5 
Then Bo-

az asked his foreman, “Who is that young woman over there? Who does she belong to?” 
6 
And the foreman replied, “She is the young woman from Moab who came back with 

Naomi. 

17 
So Ruth gathered barley there all day, and when she beat out the grain that evening, it 

filled an entire basket.
 18 

She carried it back into town and showed it to her mother-in-
law. Ruth also gave her the roasted grain that was left over from her meal. 

19 
“Where did 

you gather all this grain today?” Naomi asked. “Where did you work? May 
the Lord bless the one who helped you!” So Ruth told her mother-in-law about the man 
in whose field she had worked. She said, “The man I worked with today is named Boaz.” 

20 
“May the Lord bless him!” Naomi told her daughter-in-law. “He is showing his kind-

ness to us as well as to your dead husband. That man is one of our closest relatives, one 
of our family redeemers.” 

21 
Then Ruth

 
said, “What’s more, Boaz even told me to come 

back and stay with his harvesters until the entire harvest is completed.” 
22 

“Good!” Nao-
mi exclaimed. “Do as he said, my daughter. Stay with his young women right through 
the whole harvest. You might be harassed in other fields, but you’ll be safe with him.” 
23 

So Ruth worked alongside the women in Boaz’s fields and gathered grain with them 
until the end of the barley harvest. Then she continued working with them through the 
wheat harvest in early summer. And all the while she lived with her mother-in-law. 

OUR EPISTLE LESSON 
Hebrews 13:2-9 (NLT) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2
 Don’t forget to show hospitality to strangers, for some who have done this have enter-

tained angels without realizing it! 
3 
Remember those in prison, as if you were there your-

self. Remember also those being mistreated, as if you felt their pain in your own bodies. 
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4 
Give honor to marriage, and remain faithful to one another in marriage. God will surely 

judge people who are immoral and those who commit adultery. 
5
 Don’t love money; be satisfied with what you have. For God has said, 

“I will never fail you. 
    I will never abandon you.” 
6
 So we can say with confidence, 

“The Lord is my helper, 
    so I will have no fear. 
    What can mere people do to me?” 
7 
Remember your leaders who taught you the word of God. Think of all the good that 

has come from their lives, and follow the example of their faith. 
8 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

9
 So do not be attracted by 

strange, new ideas. Your strength comes from God’s grace, not from rules about food, 
which don’t help those who follow them. 

 
 

 

 
                                                                                                             
MESSAGE          
                                                                                            
                                                                               “What’s Up at the Barley Harvest?’ 
                                                                                           By Pastor David Stier 
                                                                                      Copies of this sermon and  
                                                       others can be found in the narthex 
                                                                                         and online at mlcjoliet.org)   
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 WORSHIP SONG      “Now Thank We All Our God”  p. 556   v. 1-2 

WORDS OF FAITH                                                       The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He 
rose again. He ascended into Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
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 THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                  Instrumental by Rose Ann Sochan 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING SONG                  “All Because of Jesus”    v. 1    
 

Giver of every breath I breathe 
Author of all eternity 

Giver of every perfect thing 
To You be the glory 

Maker of Heaven and of Earth 
No one can comprehend Your worth 

King over all the universe 
To You be the glory 

  
And I am alive because I’m alive in You 

 
It’s all because of Jesus I’m alive 

It’s all because the blood of Jesus Christ 
That covers me and raised this dead man’s life 

It’s all because of Jesus I’m alive 
I’m alive, I’m alive 

 
Every sunrise sings Your praise 

The universe cries out Your praise 
I’m singing freedom all my days 

Now that I’m alive 
  
  
POSTLUDE                                                                         

God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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MLC NEWS 

 
 

CONNECTION CARD 
Stay connected with Messiah Lutheran. Fill out the green connec-
tion card in the pew in front of you, go to bit.ly/MLCConnect, or 
scan this QR code to fill out our online connection card. If you’re 
new to Messiah, you can still fill out the green connection card or 

scan the QR code on the back of the pew/seat in front of you. 
 
ONLINE GIVING 

Online giving is an easy way to give to MLC, and there are three ways to do it: 
1) Go to this link: churchcenter.com/giving 

2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use either 
your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  

3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES FOR MAY 
Please make your reservation for what service you plan to attend at  

mlcjoliet.org.  The 8:00 and 9:30 services are streamed live as well, and there will be 
overflow in the narthex for on campus services if we surpass the 90 person threshold. 
Other non-religious or non-educational building usage will be encouraged to follow 

both state and church-posted protocols.  
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Office hours are Monday-Friday, 9 am to 5 pm, and Saturday by appointment.  

 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

GOOD NEWS!! We have received information as to where our shoeboxes for Samari-
tan Purse went. The children who were blessed by the boxes you lovingly prepared 

went to Africa, Georgia, Columbia, Mexico & North America. The Stewardship commit-
tee thanks you for caring enough to get involved.  

 
CHURCH LEADERSHIP ELECTION 

The list of candidates for officers, directors, and board members is posted in the nar-
thex. We'll be having a congregational meeting on June 6th for the election of those 

positions. Any confirmed member of the congregation may submit to the Nomination 
Committee additional names for inclusion on this list of candidates. Additional names 

should be submitted for consideration no later than May 27th. Then the final list of 
candidates will be posted on May 30th. If you are not able to come into church and 
would like to review the list of candidates, please email worship@mlcjoliet.org and a 

copy will be sent to you via email.  
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GET INVOLVED 

 
DAYBREAK SHELTER 

Because of Covid-19, Daybreak Shelter is now collecting and delivering items instead of 
packaging them. We are still accepting donations of items during normal office hours, 

Monday through Friday, 9 am to 5 pm. We need donations of individually wrapped snacks, 
instant oatmeal, hot chocolate packets, cereal boxes (small) and fruit. Please place them in 

the bin marked “Daybreak Shelter” in the narthex. 
 

LIL LOVES 
Lil Loves Ministry is a new ministry at Messiah, and its aim is to come alongside under-

served parents and babies in the Tri-county area. The store, located in the Gathering 
House, will be available to attend on an appointment basis and there will also be distribu-

tion events. Appointments can be made at mlcjoliet.org/lil-loves-ministry. 
Lil Loves needs donations of diapers, formula, wipes, and other baby and family items to 

build up stock in the store. If you'd like to donate, please place your items in the bin 
marked “Lil Loves & Micro Pantry” in the narthex.   

 
MESSIAH QUILTERS 

The quilters will be working on Tuesday, June 1st and Tuesday, June 15th from 9 am to 12 
pm.  We will be working with our masks on and two people to a table.  We have lots of 

quilts that are ready to be tied, so we can use extra hands – no experience required.  Quilt 
Sunday is coming up in September and we want to get as many quilts possible done to 

ship to Lutheran World Relief.  Please join us if you can. 
 
 

MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
MESSIAH KIDS REMIND GROUP 

Parents of Sunday School aged children (Kindergarten through sixth grade), you can join 
the Messiah Kids Remind group by texting the code mlcmk to 81010. You can also go to 

this link: https://www.remind.com/join/mlcmk. It will be used to send reminders and notifi-
cations about Sunday School and any events we have planned. Contact Aimee Gipes at 

CEMLCJoliet@gmail.com with questions.  
 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
If you’re in kindergarten through sixth grade, join this group for Sunday school in the Fam-
ily Life Center. Social distancing and other safety protocols will be followed. The last day is 

May 23rd. 
 

KIDS SUMMER BLOCK PARTY (Sunday, May 23 from 12:30-2:30) 
 Come on out for this celebration of summer on the last day of Sunday school. There will 
be all kinds of fun games to play and great fellowship, too. For all Sunday school age chil-

dren 
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VBS 
Many people have asked about Vacation Bible School. While there will be no Vacation 

Bible School this year, we plan on having several smaller events during the summer that 
will reflect the energy and activity of VBS. Stay tuned for more announcements to come! 

 
MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school students (7th-
12th grade) every Sunday. We’re doing it both in-person and on Zoom. We meet up-

stairs in the Awana area. Contact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org for a link to Zoom Sunday 
school. 

 
IGNITE (Wednesdays from 6:00 to 8:00 pm) 

Ignite is our summer program for middle and high school students. There are games, 
fellowship, teaching, and every night has something different to offer. 

 
HAMBURGERSERIA FUNDRAISER (All day on May 24th)  

Do you like great burgers? If you get food from Hamburgerseria on May 24 and tell 
them that you are there for the Messiah Lutheran Church fundraiser then they will give 

us 15% of whatever you spend. You don’t need anything to show them. Just tell  
them you are their for the Messiah Fundraiser. This Fundraiser is to help students go to 

Bible Camp or M-fuge. 
 

SKY ZONE (May 26 from 6 to 8 pm) 
Hey 7th-12th grade! Join us for a great night of trampoline action at Sky Zone. The cost 

is $33 which goes towards food and two hours of jumping. Contact Brian at bri-
an@mlcjoliet.org if you plan on going. 

 
GAMES EXTRAVAGANZA (June 11 from 4 pm to 6 pm) 

Hey 5th-8th grade! Join us for a great time of fun and games.  We’ll be playing Minute 
to Win It games. Bring a friend or two! 

 
STUDENT MINISTRY CAMPING TRIPS (June 22nd-June 25th/July 27th-July 30th) 
These camping trips will be at Chain O’ Lakes Campground in Albion, IN. They are for 
students in 7th-12th grade. Contact Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org for more details. Get 

ready for a fun-filled time of “roughing it” with your fellow students! 
 

MFUGE MISSION TRIP (July 10th-17th)  
We will be taking a trip to Tennessee to do M-Fuge which stands for Mission Fuge. M-

fuge is a ministry that takes student ministries from all over the country and brings 
them into one area to serve, worship and fellowship. This is for students going into 9th 
grade in August 2021 to graduating 12th graders. Talk to Brian about signing up for this 

ministry opportunity at brian@mlcjoliet.org.  
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CENTER LAKE BIBLE CAMP (August 8th-13th) 
Hey students (and parents): We’re headed back to CLBC! This week of camp is for stu-
dents going into 5th-9th grade. Parents can sign the students up themselves at center-

lake.org and get a discount by using the code CHURCH. You can get more details by 
emailing Brian at brian@mlcjoliet.org or by watching the video at bit.ly/

MLCCenterLake. 

 
EVENTS 

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for more in-
formation. 

 
MOSAIC (Sundays at 9:30 am) 

Mosaic is a “next level” Life Group ministry for 20-30 somethings AKA Mosaics or Mil-
lennials.  Mosaic focuses on a life of worship through; service, fellowship, prayer, and 
music, all the while discussing Biblical truths. To join this group, simply come to the 

study at the Mosaic room (the classroom off of the fellowship hall).  
 

INSIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
Insight Adult Sunday school is in full swing again and we couldn’t be more excited. We 

are meeting in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone is invited. 
 

CO-ED VOLLEYBALL (Thursdays at 7 pm) 
Come on out for some great fellowship and friendly competition. Everyone is invited 

to play some volleyball in the FLC. Only one week left in this season! 
 

FAMILY CAMPING TRIP 
We’re headed camping to Mendota Hills Campground for Sept. 3-6. See Dave Stier 
(pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org) for details. Approximate cost is RV's $40-50/night, tents 

$35-45/ night (May be less if we have a lot of people). 
 

COUPLES RETREAT (June 11-13) 
MLC will be holding a couples’ retreat for married couples from day one of marriage to 
sixty years and beyond. MLC membership is not required. The cost for is $255/ couple. 

For this event we are limited to 11 couples/22 people. It includes two night's stay, 3 
meals and 3 worship and marriage sessions. Provide your own transportation or car-
pool with another couple. Check-in 6-10pm Friday, Check-out 1p Sunday (EDT) There 
will have options to purchase "addons" when you register at bit.ly/MLCRetreat. Op-
tional activities includes games, paintball, rock climbing wall, horseback riding and 

more. Contact Pastor Stier for more information at pastor.stier@mlcjojliet.org. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING (June 6) 
There will be a congregational meeting on June 6th at 12:15 pm for the election of a 

new board and officer positions. If you are a member, please plan on attending.  
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STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

Colossians 3:23-24   
“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that 

from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the 
Lord Christ.” 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
If you would like to purchase altar flowers, please call the church office or sign up 

in the church narthex.  
 

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

LAST WEEK: 
8:00 am: 57 
9:30 am: 51 
11:00 am: 69 

 
Online: 240 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

 
MSM: 7 

Messiah Kids: 12 
Insight/Mosaic: 10 

2021 BUDGET 

 
Yearly Operating Budget: $673,238 
Average Need Each Week: $12,946 

Received last week: $11,892 
Received year-to-date: $201,786 
Needed year-to-date: $258,937 

 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (May 23) 
8:00 Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 Insight SS Life Group 

9:30 Mosaic Life Group 
9:30 Children’s Sunday School 

9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 
11 am Worship 

MONDAY (May 24) 
All Day - Hamburgerseria Fundraiser 

TUESDAY (May 25) 
9 am Memory Bears 

WEDNESDAY (May 26) 
6 pm Ignite at Sky Zone 
THURSDAY (May 27) 
10 am Prayer Group 

11:30 am Staff Meeting 
7 pm Volleyball (last one!) 

FRIDAY (May 28) 
N.A 

SATURDAY (May 29) 
9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 

NEXT SUNDAY (May 30) 
8:00 Worship/Online Worship 

9:30 am Worship/Online Worship 
9:30 Insight SS Life Group 

9:30 Mosaic Life Group 
9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 

11 am Worship 


