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SUNDAY WORSHIP  
JULY 26, 2020 

9:30 AM 
 
 

Pastor Kurt Hoover 
Pastor David Stier 

 
Organist: Rose Ann Sochan 

Choir Director: Herb Alexander 
Youth Director: Brian Phipps 

Worship Coordinator: Lloyd Evans 
 
 

“Honor the Lord for the glory of his name. Worship the Lord 
in the splendor of his holiness.” (Psalm 29:2)  

40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 

815.741.4488 www.mlcjoliet.org 
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Welcome To Messiah Lutheran Church livestream 
JULY 26, 2020 

9:30 A.M. 
Enter Reverently, Worship Joyfully, Live Faithfully 

 
PRELUDE                                                                                             Rose Ann Sochan 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING HYMN     “This Is the Day”  p. 590  (x2)   The Hymnal
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LITANY BASED ON LAMENTATIONS 5 
 

PASTOR:  I remember my affliction and my wandering, 

      the bitterness and the gall. 

ALL:    well remember them, 

      and my soul is downcast within me. 

PASTOR:  Yet this I call to mind 

      and therefore I have hope: 

  Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, 

      for his compassions never fail. 

ALL:   They are new every morning; 

      great is your faithfulness. 

PASTOR:  The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, 

      to the one who seeks him; 

ALL:   it is good to wait quietly 

      for the salvation of the Lord. 

  it is good for a man to bear the yoke 

      while he is young. 

PASTOR:  Let him sit alone in silence, 

      for the Lord has laid it on him. 

ALL:   Let him bury his face in the dust— 

      there may yet be hope. 

PASTOR:  Let him offer his cheek to one who would strike him, 

      and let him be filled with disgrace. 

ALL:    For no one is cast off 

      by the Lord forever. 

PASTOR:  Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, 

      so great is his unfailing love. 

ALL:   For he does not willingly bring affliction 

      or grief to anyone. 
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SONGS OF PRAISE                         “Days of Elijah” 
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“God is Able”  v. 1-2 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 
Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 

if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and  
  cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
 
Leader: Holy and Gracious God, 
All: I confess that I have sinned against you this day and every day. Some of my 

sin I know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—
but some is known only to You. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. 
Deliver and restore me, that I may rest in peace and live each day for You. 

Leader: By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in Him we are for-
given. We rest now in His peace and rise every morning to serve Him.  
Amen.  

 
THE OFFERING                                                                Rose Ann Sochan 
 
OUR RESPONSE 
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 OUR OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Ecclesiastes 8:15 & 9:7-10  
Reader: Beth Hohisel 
 
15

 So I commend the enjoyment of life, because there is nothing better for a 
person under the sun than to eat and drink and be glad. Then joy will accom-
pany them in their toil all the days of the life God has given them under the 
sun. 

7
Go, eat your food with gladness, and drink your wine with a joyful 

heart, for God has already approved what you do. 
8 

Always be clothed in 
white, and always anoint your head with oil. 

9 
Enjoy life with your wife, whom 

you love, all the days of this meaningless life that God has given you under 
the sun—all your meaningless days. For this is your lot in life and in your toil-
some labor under the sun. 

10 
Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all 

your might, for in the realm of the dead, where you are going, there is neither 
working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom. 
 
OUR EPISTLE READING 
1 John 1:1-4   
 
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—
this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have 
seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was 
with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have 
seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellow-
ship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make 
our joy complete. 
 
 
OUR GOSPEL READING  
John 3:25-30  
 
25 

An argument developed between some of John’s disciples and a certain Jew 
over the matter of ceremonial washing. 

26 
They came to John and said to him, 

“Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan—the one 
you testified about—look, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him.” 
27 

To this John replied, “A person can receive only what is given them from 
heaven. 

28 
You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah but am 

sent ahead of him.’ 
29 

The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who 
attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he 
hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. 

30 
He 

must become greater; I must become less.”  
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 MESSAGE                              “The Presence of Joy” 
                                                By Pastor Kurt Hoover 
                                                (Copies of this sermon and others can be           
        found online at mlcjoliet.org)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORSHIP SONG                “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” p. 1  v. 1-3 
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 WORDS OF FAITH                                                                     The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He ascended into 
Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the commun-
ion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlast-
ing. Amen.  
      
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
COMMUNION 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                             
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Thank you Father for the gift of salvation. Thank You Lord Jesus for this holy meal and 
the sacrifice of Your life. Thank You Holy Spirit for awakening faith within our hearts. 
We hear Your voice in this meal and celebrate Your holy presence. Melt us, mold us, fill 
us, use us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
THE BENEDICTION 
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CLOSING HYMN                        p. 144   v. 1-2  Maranatha! Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                    Rose Ann Sochan   
God Will Never Lead You To A Place  
Where His Grace Cannot Keep You. 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2008 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #35178., CCLI License No. 854341 
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MLC NEWS 

 
ONLINE GIVING 

There are four ways to give to MLC without using the offering plate: 
 

1) Follow this link: messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 
2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and choose to use either 

your debit/credit card or automatic bank withdrawal.  
3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

If you need assistance with any of these, please email worship@mlcjoliet.org or call the 
church office at (815) 741-4488. 

4) Mail your giving to our address, 40 Houbolt Rd., Joliet, IL 60431. 
 

Please feel free to use any of the methods above. FYI, automatic bank withdrawal via the 
Church Center app is the least expensive method for the church to process giving pay-

ments electronically, but everyone is welcome to use any of the preceding methods.  
 

ONLINE CONNECTION CARD 
We have an online connection card for people to interact with MLC, as well as show their 
attendance at all three services. It helps us keep track of who’s attending/watching, and it 

helps us to stay aware of the needs of the church. Just go to bit.ly/MLCConnect. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR BEGINS 
Hey parents! Ask your children if they would be interested in joining the Youth Choir here 
at Messiah.  The first practice will be August 16th from 10:45 – 11:15 am. They usually fol-
low the Sunday School schedule, with a short practice right after, and an occasional week-

night practice if needed before a performance.  Please contact Sherri Unyi at un-
yi86@comcast.net or text 815-735-6712 if your kids are interested in singing and you will 

be sent you a play list for the upcoming choir year. 
 

MATERIALS FOR MAKING MASKS 
A group of people are making masks to donate to Daybreak Shelter and other charities. 
They are in need of one-quarter inch (or less) elastic for the masks they are making. If 

you’d like to donate some, drop it by the office. If you’re interested in making some masks 
yourself, contact Lloyd at worship@mlcjoliet.org.  

 
QUILTERS NEEDS 

Quilters are in need of any size sheets. Please be sure they are without rips, tears or stains. 
There is a basket in the narthex to put them. Thank you.  

 
MENTAL HEALTH CHECK-INS 

We are now offering mental health check-ins at Messiah for the months of July and Au-
gust. Schedule a time to talk to someone on Tuesdays 11am-5pm or Wednesdays 1pm-
7pm In July and August. You can make appointments for these by going to our website, 

mlcjoliet.org/help or by calling the office. 
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OUTDOOR/INDOOR SERVICES FOR AUGUST 
Continuing in August, we are holding 8 am and 11 am outdoor services. In case 
of weather, these services will be held in the Family Life Center with social dis-
tancing precautions. Attendees are encouraged to bring lawn chairs, and some 
chairs will also be provided. The 8 am service will be traditional and the 11 am 
service will be contemporary. Also, our 9:30 service will is an indoor service, in 

addition to still streaming it. However, because of Covid-19, we will use a reser-
vation system and hold the seating to 50 people. Reservations for the July 5th 
service can be made online via our website or via the church office at 815-741-
4488. There will also be an overflow area in the FLC during this service for those 
who want to worship in the church building but could not get a reservation. This 

area will show a stream of the 9:30 service. Things to remember about indoor 
services: ushers will seat people so that they are socially distanced; attenders are 
encouraged to wear masks when inside the building; attenders will be dismissed 

by row; no reservations are required for the 8 or 11 am services.  
 

RIGHT NOW MEDIA 
RightNow Media is a subscription-based Christian media streaming service. It's 

been called the "Christian Netflix" because of its vast library of Christian re-
sources. It has small group curriculum, short videos, children and adult movies 
and other Biblical studies from all kinds of dynamic speakers. As a member of 
Messiah, all of this is free to you because of our membership with Right Now 

Media. If you haven’t received an email to join Right Now Media, please contact 
the church office at worship@mlcjoliet.org.  

 
STAFF RETREAT 

The church staff will be on retreat August 11th and the office will be closed.   
 

MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 
IGNITE (Wednesdays from 6 to 8 pm) 

Our summer program, Ignite, continues for students going into 7th grade 
through 12th grade. We’ll meet in the FLC and have a time of friends, fun and 

worship. Make sure to come out and have a great time! 
 

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sundays at 9:30 am) 
We’re back in the building for Sunday school for middle and high school stu-

dents every Sunday. We’ll meet upstairs in the Awana area.  
 

YOUTH CAMPING TRIP (August 6-9) 
The youth are headed to Chain of Lakes State Park in Indiana for a great time of 
camping, fellowship, fun and discipleship. It is open to middle and high school 

students. Contact Brian for more details.  
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H2H (HEAD TO HEART) 
H2H is just around the corner. Be sure to get your 7th and 8th graders involved 

with our Confirmation class. Watch out for the H2H survey coming out soon.  
 

EVENTS 

 
PRAYER GROUP (Thursdays at 10 am)  

In the sanctuary and on Zoom platform. Email pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org for 
more information. 

 
AUGUST DRIVE-IN SERVICES (August 12 at 7 pm) 

Join us once again for a great time of fellowship and open air worship in the 
evening as we give glory to God in a different and exciting way.  

 
BIBLE STUDY (Wednesday Evenings at 6 pm beginning July 29) 

Starting July 29, Pastor Kurt will lead a Bible study called “Exploring God's Heart 
for Mental Health”. If you are interested in attending, please contact Pastor Kurt 

at pastor.hoover@mlcjoliet.org 
 

CRUISE-IN CAR SHOW (Saturday, August 29) 
Registration of classic cars starts at noon, and the show will run from 2pm– 

5:30pm Car Show. There will be live music, and awards will be given! Both cars 
and bikes are welcome, and everyone is invited for this free event.  

 
LADIES DAY AT OLIVET NAZARENE 

This event has been canceled. If you paid by check, your check will be voided. If 
you paid with cash, please stop by the office to pick up your refund.  

 
COMMUNITY RESOURCES 

 
MENTAL HEALTH HOTLINES 

Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS): 800-889-3931 
National Domestic Hotline: 800-799-7233 or 800-787-3224 

Disaster Distress Helpline for Mental Health: 800-985-5990 or text 66746 
Substance Abuse Mental Health Service Administration: samhsa.gov 

Center for Disease Control: cdc.gov 
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STEWARDSHIP VERSE OF THE WEEK 

 
2 Corinthians 3:5  

“Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but 
our sufficiency is from God.” We are not sufficient, we are not enough, and we are 

not capable in and of ourselves. But God gives us what is enough, He gives us what 
is sufficient, and He makes us capable.  

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 

Greeters: People will have different questions about safety, and you can be the one 
to assure them and thank them for making worship a priority.   

          Ushers: There is less to do during the service, but helping people find the 
right place to sit has never been so important.    

          Tech Team: We now have three important jobs in the tech arena: We need 
three people each Sunday to take care of sound, displays and cameras.           

Altar Guild: Working behind the scenes to make sure the Alter and communion el-
ements are ready for worship.  

          Set-up team: We have a temporary need of simple manual labor to set up 
and tear down tables, chairs, and canopies for the outdoor services.  Call the office 

today to help.   

STEWARDSHIP &  
ATTENDANCE 

 

WEEK OF JULY 12 
8:00 am: 40 
9:30 am: 30 

9:30 am (online): 346 views 
11:00 am: 26 

 
Ignite: N/A 

 
All online counts are estimates only. 

2020 BUDGET 

 
*Yearly Operating Budget:  $684,388 
Average Need Each Week: $13,161 

Received last week: $11,840 
Received year-to-date: $361,048 
Needed year-to-date:   $394,830 

 
* Amended 5/1/20 with Pastoral Position’s Adjustment 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

TODAY (August 2) 
8 am Outdoor Worship 

9:30 am Indoor/Online Worship 
9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 

11 am Outdoor worship 
MONDAY (August 3) 

N/A 
TUESDAY (August 4) 

N/A 
WEDNESDAY (August 5) 

6 pm Pastor Kurt Bible Study 
6 pm Ignite 

THURSDAY (August 6) 
10 am Prayer Group 
11 am Staff Meeting 
FRIDAY (August 7) 

N/A 
SATURDAY (August 8) 

9 am Worship Team Rehearsal 
NEXT SUNDAY (August 9) 

8:00 Outdoor worship 
9:30 am Indoor/Online Worship 

9:30 am MS & HS Sunday School 
11 am Outdoor worship 


