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Come Together 2: Don’t Let Me Down 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

     

Throughout the Bible the relationship between God and humanity is compared to 

that of a husband and spouse.  The most intimate and trusting of relationships.  

That one person you can count on to not let you down.  Proverbs 31 is written 

down by the mother of Solomon.  She draws for him, and us, a picture of what 

that trusted partner can look like.  Joseph hoped that the virgin Mary would be 

just such a partner and for a time suspected otherwise.  But he chose to listen to 

the revelation of God rather than the doubts of the world.  He believed in Her 

and what God was doing through their family.  John uses the metaphor of 

marriage to describe the church as that proverbs 31 women.  She is faithfully 

serving Jesus and waiting for the marriage feast to come.  Like Joseph, through 

out history the church has been those who trust in the revelation of God in spite 

of the world’s doubts, traditions, and fears.    

 

 

Answered Prayer Litany based on Hosea 6  

Leader: Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces 

All: but he will heal us; 

Leader: he has injured us  

All: but he will bind up our wounds. 

Leader: Let us acknowledge the LORD; 

All: let us press on to acknowledge him. 

Leader: As surely as the sun rises, 

All: he will appear; 

Leader: he will come to us like the winter rains, 

All: like the spring rains that water the earth.” 

Leader: We worship you Lord in the name of the Father, and the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

Proverbs 31:10-12 An excellent wife, who can find her? 

For her worth is far above jewels. 
11 The heart of her husband trusts in her, 

And he will have no lack of gain. 
12 She does him good and not evil 

All the days of her life. 

 

Matthew 2:19-23 19 … when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord 

appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, and said, 20 “Get up, take the Child 
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and His mother, and go to the land of Israel; for those who sought the 

Child’s life are dead.” 21 So Joseph got up, took the Child and His mother, 

and came into the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was 

reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. 

Then after being warned by God in a dream, he left for the regions of 

Galilee, 23 and came and settled in a city called Nazareth. This happened so 

that what was spoken through the prophets would be fulfilled: “He will be 

called a Nazarene.” 

 

Revelation 19:7-10  7 Let’s rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, 

because the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His bride has prepared 

herself.” 8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; 

for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.  9 Then he said to me, 

“Write: ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding feast of the 

Lamb.’” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” 10 Then I fell 

at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “Do not do that; I am a fellow 

servant of yours and your brothers and sisters who hold the testimony of 

Jesus; worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 

 

 

Bumper Video – Come Together 

 

 

‘Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding feast of the 

Lamb.’” 
  
I was standing on a balcony overlooking a street of tightly 

packed houses.  I was high enough to see down into the 

courtyards and roof tops, down the ally ways and along the 

streets.  Over the top of normal sounds of the day came this 

relentless honking.  As I narrowed my gaze over the next line 

of houses, I began to hear the cheering and loud voices.  More 

horns gathering and voices joining the impromptu parade.  

What I saw was a tiny pickup loaded down with furniture and 

bags.  It was a bridegroom coming to pick up his bride to 

initiate a weeklong wedding celebration in the Dominican 

Republic.    
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It is not far from the traditional wedding ceremony of Jesus 

day. The festivities for the family and community begin with 

the groom bringing his bride and all her belongings from her 

house to his. Either the family home or a new beginning. A 

parade of young men and women of a similar age some of them 

hopping that this day might initiate just the same fate for them, 

someday down the road.  As the community gathered, and new 

connections were being made, and new love interest develop.   

 

The young people of the two neighborhoods directly affected 

gather, parade, announce the good news, help the couple move 

their belongings – and when they arrive and the things are 

settled there is a feast, usually at the parent’s home, but really 

wherever they can find room in the neighborhood to gather.  It 

often spills over from house to house.  And this feasting will go 

on for a week or more all leading up to the day of the wedding.  

In biblical times that wedding could be months away.  The 

couple learned to trust each other and serve each other far 

before they shared the most intimate of things together.  They 

lived as husband and wife in every way except that which leads 

to children.      

  

‘Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding feast of the 

Lamb.’” 
 

Revelation is a dream experienced by John and recorded in 

great detail so that we might not only try to imagine the images 

he saw but feel the way he felt as he encountered the revelation 

of God.   

 

Jesus often referred to himself as the bridegroom, even 

implying that the marriage feast had already begun or at the 

very least the celebratory expectation with which the disciples 
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conducted themselves.  But what or who exactly would Jesus 

be marrying?   

 

In John’s revelation he hears the choirs of heaven inviting 

himself, the early church, the martyrs and the church 

throughout history – today and yet to come.  The Heavenly 

choir sings an invitation to the wedding feast, a lifelong 

celebration of reunion… with God… as it was and is meant to 

be.   

 

It is a beautiful picture.  Christ’s bride, pure and holy, set 

apart for him and only him is… the church throughout history.  

All that has happened, will happen and all that this group of 

people represent, you and me.  The church is the bride of 

Christ in whom He has put his trust.  This is not a prediction of 

what might happen – if we get it right.  This is a prediction of 

what will happen.  Reunited with God.  There is a feast in your 

future! 

 

This is a description of what is happening.  You and I, our lives 

are the patient unfolding, with giddy expectation, the moment 

Christ will come and bring us to the feast that will never end.  

As He has promised for you and all who trust that promise.  

All who believe in Him.  

 

God will not let us down!  And you can not let Him down.  This 

relationship depends on Him and his Grace.  His ability to 

right the wrong and bring reconciliation.  You are here, you 

joined in the bridegroom’s celebration the moment you started 

reading.  That voice that says this doesn’t apply to me, that is 

not the voice of God.  God is inviting you to believe in the one 

who believes in you.  

 

God will not let us down!  We are and we will be reunited with 

Him as it should be.  Like the union of a husband and spouse 



Mary and Joseph believe in each other Lent 2 Feb 28, 2021 

    

Sermon Manuscript not edited for publishing. ©Kurt Hoover, Messiah Lutheran, Joliet, IL 60431 
 

5 

who trust and depend on each other completely.  Or even 

deeper than that – those once in a lifetime connection between 

someone who needs to be believed in and the one who believes 

in them.  A relationship often found in marriage but can also 

be seen between teammates, family and friends in their 

greatest moments of triumph or sacrifice.  

 

 

Of course, the relationship between husband and wife does not 

always play out that way.  We miscommunicate, grow apart, 

hurt each other without knowing it.   

 

Mary and Joseph, the parents of Jesus, were not some ideal 

couple.  Joseph could not read minds and Mary, despite 

popular opinion, was not perfect.  And they had a real test to 

their relationship at the very beginning.    

 

Put yourself in Joseph’s shoes.  He is crushed by the reality 

that Mary is pregnant, and he is well aware the baby is not His.  

Not only the betrayal, but all the delicate decisions that have 

now been forced upon him.  What is the right thing to do?  

Right in whose eyes?  No easy answers.  He had perhaps just 

begun to open his heart to this young woman and their future 

together.  And she had completely let him down.  Would he 

ever be able to open his heart to someone or something again?? 

The one thing he needs more than anything is something, 

someone he can believe in.   

 

Put yourself in Mary’s shoes … a teenage girl completely 

overwhelmed, questioned by every authority in her life.  Even 

in a time and age more open to miracles … being pregnant 

brings with it the same suspicions and judgment as it would 

today.  She is holding on to nothing but a mustard seed of faith 

against a mountain of doubt - hers and everyone she depends 
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on.  The one thing she needs more then anything is someone to 

believe in her.     

 

Reconciliation, healing … Let me tell you if God can bring this 

relationship back from the brink, he can certainly repair the 

relationship between you and  

Those who have broken your trust.   

 

What would it take for you to allow God’s healing and 

reconciliation into that relationship (Pause)?  What would 

forgiveness look like? 

 

Can you imagine the strained moment when Joseph enters the 

room?  Just like every awkward moment since he felt betrayed.  

Your heart rate quickens, your thoughts begin to race … what 

can I say or do in this situation straining for some eye contact 

to see where the other person is at maybe just a slight touch of 

the hands that says there is hope and all you are getting is the 

sound of crickets chirping as you dread another silent dinner 

together, but alone.   

 

Can you imagine the moment when Joseph walks into that 

room with a different energy in his step?  His eyes meet hers 

with anxious anticipation before he sets anything down.  He 

has chosen, he has giving in into the idea of forgiveness.  He 

has chosen to trust her again, not just in this situation but with 

his heart, his dreams, his future.  He can not wait to tell her 

that he believes in her.  He believes not only in this situation, 

his part in it, her par t in it… He believes in her.  And He 

knows she needs to more than anything else to hear that from 

him.   

 

Who is it that needs you to believe in them?  (pause)    
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Jesus Christ is the way, the truth and the life… no one comes 

through forgiveness and reconciliation in any other way, but 

the way Jesus has chosen, demonstrates and makes possible or 

you and yours.   

 

‘Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding feast of the 

Lamb.’” 

The invitation has been made.  The anticipation of something 

worth celebrating has already begun.  And just in case you 

missed it, Jesus Christ is here right now inviting you in the 

worship, 

through this 

sermon 

video… 

Jesus Christ 

is her 

inviting you 

to believe in 

him.   

 

What is 

more He is 

here right 

now, and he 

believes in 

you! You 

will not, 

cannot 

possibly let 

Him down.   
 


