
PASTOR DAVID STIER 

11/22/20 

BEHIND THE MASK-FEELING SECUER IN CHRIST 

 

Sermon manuscript not edited for publishing. 1 

 
Exodus 21:22-25 
“If people are fighting and hit a pregnant woman and she gives birth 
prematurely but there is no serious injury, the offender must be fined 
whatever the woman’s husband demands and the court allows. 23 But if 
there is serious injury, you are to take life for life, 24 eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for burn, wound for wound, 
bruise for bruise. 
 
 
 Matt. 5:38-44 
 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But I 
tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, 
turn to them the other cheek also. 40 And if anyone wants to sue you and 
take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If anyone forces you to go 
one mile, go with them two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do 
not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you. 
Love for Enemies 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, 
 
 

BEHIND THE MASK-FEELING SECUER IN CHRIST 
 
 
What a strange world we all live in. Just less than a year ago if I would have 
walked into a store, a school, a bank or a gas station wearing a mask people 
would have gotten nervous, called the police and maybe I’d even be 
arrested. Now in 2020 if I walk into almost any building and I’m not wearing 
a mask I could be in big trouble. Wow how quickly things change in our 
crazy world. But you know what? Even before wearing masks was 
mandated by our Governor, I would say many of us were hiding behind a 
mask of one kind or another. Many people, even those who have known 
Jesus their whole lives, find themselves living behind masks and asking, 
“Can I really be forgiven for all my sins, even the really bad ones?” The 
answer is yes! So, take off your mask! Remember Jesus calls us to live lives 
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of confidence and to be real with Him and each other. Here are five simple 
reminders for feeling secure every day. 
 
The 1st reminder is there’s No Pre-Rinsing Needed 

Have you ever washed dishes? Do you have a dishwasher? I remember 
when we got our first dishwasher when I was a kid. It seemed very strange 
to me because we practically had to wash the dishes before the dishwasher 
“washed the dishes.” It didn’t make any sense to me. Now that I’m old and 
technology has improved so much, I love to be able to just throw the 
dirtiest dishes in the dishwasher with the right soap and rinse agent and 
voilà, nice clean dishes in an hour or so. You see, there is no longer any pre-
rinsing needed. I think that’s how we so often think of what life with Jesus 
looks like. We think we need to get cleaned up first or we need to get our 
friends cleaned up first before we or they come to Jesus. Even as a Christian 
of over 40 years, I can catch myself thinking that I need to clean things up 
before I bring my filthy rags to Jesus when I realize I’ve failed once again.  
 

A few weeks ago, I shared this quote from Wande; “Friends, God is fully 
aware of all your scars, pain, and baggage. Despite anything that makes you 
feel unworthy, He wants you to come as you are. He accepts you for who 
you are and wants to have a relationship with you. The door is open, you 
just have to step into it. 

Romans 10:13 says, “everyone who calls on the Lord will be saved.” That 
word ‘everyone’ can include you if you take the step to call on His name. 
Walking with God looks like being in a relationship with Him. A relationship 
works by communicating, and with God, prayer is our communication. You 
don’t have to over complicate it. Express to Him where you are and that 
you’d like Him in your life, and He’ll gladly join you.”i 

2nd reminder is; Don’t Try to Mask The Guilt 
 
The Bible explains in Romans 3:23 that every person on the planet has 
broken God’s laws in one way or another - and we continue to do so on a 
daily basis. Because of this, we all carry around feelings of guilt and a need 
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for forgiveness that can only be met though a right relationship with the 
God we offended in the first place. 
 
I’d like to share a story from my friend Greg’s life that really demonstrates 
the haunting guilt that dwells in all of us. Here is a glimpse into his life as a 
kid and a memory of the insecurities his mom dealt with before she knew 
Jesus: 
 
“It’s almost as though the smoke from her cigarettes became a fog to hide 
in, a smoke screen where she could be safe. By smoking, with the nicotine 
sending pulses of endorphins, she could numb herself from the pain within, 
the pain of sin, of guilt, of regret… 
 Most of all, it numbed her from the question that haunted her for 
years: Can I really be forgiven for all my sins, even the really bad ones?”ii 
 
A famous psychiatrist named Dr. Karl Menninger once said that if he could 
convince the patients in psychiatric hospitals that their sins were forgiven, 
75 percent of them could walk out the next day. It seems that part of being 
human is having a conscience that desperately seeks to be released from 
guilt when we mess up and do things we know are wrong. The problem is 
that many times we turn to things that only temporarily mask the guilt, but 
don’t truly release us from the pain. I feel this is one of the most freeing 
truths in God’s word, because at the very heart of Christianity is a solution 
to the insecurity, pain, and the guilty feeling we can all carry around inside 
us.  
 
The 3rd reminder is that Blood Must Have blood is a Lie 
 
I have to say for the Gen Z and Millennials listening today this phrase didn’t 
originate with the popular Netflix dystopian drama The 100. It comes from 
the classic Shakespeare tragedy Macbeth. In act 3 scene 4, Macbeth says 
“Blood will have blood.” In this play, the phrase "blood will have blood" 
means that Macbeth will not be able to shed an innocent's blood and get 
away with his crime unharmed - his life will be demanded from him. The 
whole play is dominated by bloodshed. It is a barbaric world in which sheer 
force and violence rule; in which one bloody crime is avenged by another. 
But this isn’t the first time this idea was recorded in writing, nor, would it 
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be the last. Over 1400 years (1443) before Jesus was born, Moses dealt 
with this very issue. The first time the expression “an eye for an eye” is 
used in the Bible is in Exodus 21:24. It is in a series of commands regarding 
assault and injury. The previous chapter of Exodus contains the Ten 
Commandments. "But if there is serious injury, you are to take life for life, 
eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, 
wound for wound, bruise for bruise" (Exodus 21:22-25). Now to us, this 
seems cruel and barbaric. But you have to understand the world that 
Moses was living in. It was a world of if you hurt me, I’ll hurt you even 
more. (Hey kinda like social media in the 21st century, eh?) But any way. 
This command from God was the first step in forgiveness. It did away with 
the escalation that would often take place in the world. 
This is the kind of world that Jesus was born into. But Jesus says, “You have 
heard the law that says the punishment must match the injury: ‘An eye for 
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say, do not resist an evil person! If 
someone slaps you on the right cheek, offer the other cheek also… You 
have heard the law that says, ‘Love your neighbor’ and hate your enemy. 
But I say, love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you!  (Matt. 
5:38-44) But you see Jesus didn’t just talk a good game, He backed it up. 
 
Now that I’ve laid out the groundwork I really want to focus in on the idea 
that we can be secure in knowing we are forgiven.  
 
Open your Bibles to 1 John 2:2 

He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also 
for the sins of the whole world. 

 
 
This verse paints a vivid picture of our forgiveness and rebukes the lie that 
“blood must have blood” so let’s look at it more closely: 
 
First, the ‘He’ is referring to Jesus and the sacrifice He made by dying on the 
cross. There are some who think He was executed because He was caught 
by the Romans or offended the Jews. Yet what God’s word tells us is that 
His death on the cross was the ‘atoning sacrifice.’ (I know that’s a strange 
word - atoning) This word in the Greek is like a two-sided coin that 
purchases our forgiveness. The first side shows God’s anger being turned 
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away from us because Jesus took the full brunt of God’s wrath towards our 
sin. Picture a person pushing you and me out of the way of an oncoming 
train and taking the full blow. The other side of the coin shows a person 
being cleansed from the stain and guilt of sin when they trust in Christ.  
 
 
 
Keep your finger in 1st John and turn to - (Isaiah 1:18)  
“Come now, let us reason together,” says the LORD. “Though your sins are 
like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, 
they shall be like wool.”      
 
The reason we can be totally forgiven is the fact that Jesus took God’s 
wrath in our place by spilling His blood on the cross, and that blood 
cleanses us from all sin and guilt when we trust Him to save us. So, the 
idea that there are sins that aren’t forgiven when we trust Christ is contrary 
to what God is telling us. In fact, anyone who claims we can’t find true 
forgiveness is calling God a liar. 
 
One more time go back to 1st John 
 1 John 1:9 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our 
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

 
We already know that when we trust Christ, God’s anger is turned aside 
and we are cleansed from our guilt. The issue here is that after we are 
saved, we still continue to break God’s laws, and when we do, we let things 
come between us and God… not just our guilt for dumb things we have 
done…things that make us cringe… things that make us insecure.  
Sometimes the thing we let come between us and God is doubt. Doubt in 
ourselves, or doubt in His ability to do what He has promised. Or maybe 
doubt in His plans for our lives.  
 
The 4th reminder is We All do Dumb Things 
 
Think about this part of the Lord’s prayer “...forgive us as we forgive others 
… lead us not into temptation, deliver us from evil.” Whether it is a friend 
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who reminds us who we are, a child of God, or on Sunday morning when 
we take time to reflect on our lives and hear God’s healing words of 
forgiveness, or feel God’s presence in worship; that is God literally 
delivering us from evil, pointing us to something so much greater than the 
old habits and insecurities of this world. 
 
The word ‘confess’ in 1 John 1:19 literally means ‘to say the same thing as 
another’ or ‘agree with.’ When we agree with God that what we did, said, 
or thought was wrong, we reconnect the communication lines with Him. In 
fact, the basis of this promise is that He is ‘faithful and just,’ meaning He is 
true to Himself and His standard of righteousness. So if we doubt His 
cleansing, then we doubt His integrity. Notice also that He mentions that 
we are purified from ‘all’ unrighteousness, so we know that forgiveness is 
available for anything and everything we’ve ever done, are doing, or ever 
will do. Here’s the promise God makes: 
 
He has removed our sins as far from us as the east is from the west.  
(Psalm 103:12) 
 
This is a word picture that literally means ‘as far as the sunrise is from 
sunset-that’s how far our sins are taken away from us.’ In other words, to 
infinity and beyond! 
 
The 5th reminder is; We all Need to Get a Grip 
 
Getting a grip on this incredible truth will revolutionize your life and your 
walk with Christ, because as a Christian you have the why and how that 
people are desperately looking for. Many Christians live in a prison of 
blame and shame from their past mistakes. This truth gives us the key to 
open the door and step out into a life driven by grace instead of guilt and 
insecurities. It allows us to take off the masks we wear to try to fool our 
friends, our family and yes, as dumb as it sounds, we try to fool God. 
 
My friends, Jesus’ death on the cross turned away God’s wrath. The sins we 
commit that break our communication with God are forgiven the instant 
we confess them and then we can move on. 
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What a privilege it is to be chosen to share this great news. Today we wrap 
up our UPLift series. I pray that not only has it been up-lifting to you but 
you have accepted the challenges along the journey to encourage others. 
Here is the last group we will challenge you to reach out to in this series. 
Education, Law and social science-related professionals: Teachers, 
Professors, Administrators, Judges, Lawyers.  
 
Community Support professionals: 
Fire, Police, EMT, Social workers, Community administrators, Military, 
Representatives (local, state national), Sanitation and public works. Don’t 
stop doing this after we are done with this series. They say it takes about 8 
weeks to start a new habit, so I pray this will be a new habit for you epically 
now with all the confusion and loneliness in our country. 
 
One last thing…. 
Do you have a coin in your pocket? If so take it out share with those around 
you in your bubble. Take a look at them, read those words ‘in God we 
trust’. 
We all have a choice to make; either we believe this simple phrase and take 
off our masks, or we keep wearing them and trying to fool ourselves, and 
yes even God; and we all know how that ends. 
 
We can all be secure in the promise of averted wrath and that complete 
cleansing comes out of God’s character and integrity. We either trust that 
or not. Remember what I said about that phrase ‘atoning sacrifice’? It’s like 
a two-sided coin that purchases our forgiveness. The first side shows God’s 
anger being turned away from us because Jesus took the full brunt of God’s 
wrath towards our sin. The other side of the coin shows a person being 
cleansed from the stain and guilt of sin when they trust in Christ. Whenever 
you see a coin remember that atoning sacrifice and thank God for it. 
 
 
 
 

 
i Interview with, Yewande Isola 
 
ii Greg Stier You’re Next, pg. 215-217 


