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 FROM PASTOR HOOVER 
 

Essential Workers. 

How can we, safely, connect our essential and unessential households within the 

church family and communities we live in? 

I imagine I should be more offended to be deemed as unessential. But the reality is 

there are very necessary servants putting their families at risk each day to provide 

our medical and supply chain needs. These individuals will be stretched very thin in 

this season. Please, Please let us know how we can help you rest and stay 

healthy in this time. Social connections for the kids, food, outdoor projects, etc... If 

someone else can do it - please ask! 

Please be mindful of the essential workers in your life and church family. Before you 

set out on one of those mission from the house give at least one family a call and 

see if there is something you can get for them. And if not - get them a frozen meal 

anyway and place it on their door step. 

Those households were both are venturing out each day to care for our community. 

Please let the office know how we can help. 

We would love to connect our essential families with just one other unessential 

family in this time. 

Pr. Kurt Hoover 

 

FROM PASTOR STIER 
 

I’d like to start my article this month with a pro tip: Take holy week as an opportunity 

to invite someone to church. Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and 

Easter are times people are even more open to invitations. You can tell them you 

know a great little breakfast place. It just so happens to be connected to your 

church. Invite a friend to our online services during Holy Week! 

 

Below is some interesting information from The Barna Update: 

 

“Most Americans Take Well-Known Bible Stories at Face Value”  

Americans may be skeptical about the claims of politicians, but they remain 

confident that some of the most amazing stories in the Bible can be taken at face 

value. A nationwide survey conducted by The Barna Group shows that six well-

known Bible stories are accepted as literal truth by an average of two out of three 

adults.  

How People Read the Stories  

Survey respondents were asked if they thought a specific story in the Bible was 

“literally true, meaning it happened exactly as described in the Bible” or whether 



 3 

 
they thought the story was "meant to illustrate a principle but is not to be taken 

literally." Six renowned Bible stories were then offered to adults for their 

consideration.  

Surprisingly, the most significant Bible story of all - "the story of Jesus Christ rising 

from the dead, after being crucified and buried" - was also the most widely 

embraced. Three out of four adults (75%) said they interpreted that narrative 

literally, while only one out of five (19%) said they did not take that story literally. The 

more highly educated respondents were, the less likely they were to take the story 

literally, although even two-thirds of college graduates (68%) believe the 

resurrection narrative is literally true. One of the most substantial differences of 

opinion occurred between mainline Protestants (Lutheran, UMC, Presbyterian, etc.,  

83% of whom take the resurrection literally) and non-mainline Protestants (Baptist, 

Non denoms, Pentecostals, etc., among whom 95% accept the resurrection as fact). 

Overall, 82% of Catholics embrace the resurrection narrative as being true. 

 

Americans Continue to Wrestle with Truth  

The survey findings suggest that Americans are continuing to wrestle with the 

concept of truth, the nature of God, and the value of the Bible in personal decision-

making.  

Many people who do not embrace a literal interpretation of the scriptures 

nevertheless accept some of the Bible’s more sensational stories. "Not only do most 

Americans believe in the existence of God, but they believe in His power and in the 

miracles He performs," commented researcher George Barna, who directed the 

study. "Holding back the seas, walking on water, rising from the dead, surviving in a 

lion cage, and killing a skilled and armed warrior with a sling shot are examples of 

God doing extraordinary things in the lives of ordinary people. These and other Bible 

stories inspire people to believe that their personal trust in that powerful God is 

warranted. Although some people may dismiss such writings as fairy tales for 

children, the data indicate that the typical American has adopted these accounts as 

the foundation of a valued faith in God."  

But Barna also noted a significant disconnect between faith and practice. "While the 

level of literal acceptance of these Bible stories is nothing short of astonishing given 

our cultural context, the widespread embrace of these accounts raises questions 

about the unmistakable gap between belief and behavior. On the one hand we have 

tens of millions of people who view these narratives as reflections of the reality, the 

authority and the involvement of God in our lives. On the other hand, a majority of 

those same people harbor a stubborn indifference toward God and His desire to 

have intimacy with them. In fact, a minority of the people who believe these stories 

to be true consistently apply the principles imbedded in these stories within their 

own lives. It seems that millions of Americans believe the Bible content is true, but 

are not willing to translate those stories into action. Sadly, for many people, the 

Bible has become a respected but impersonal religious history lesson that stays 

removed from their life."                                  -Pastor Dave Stier 

MLC NEWS 
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MLC Publication Deadlines 

Please note that content for the weekly bulletin is due by noon each Thursday 

& content for the monthly newsletter is due by the 22nd of each month. Thank 

you for your cooperation! 

 

Snack Area Relocation 

When we resume services on campus, we will be transitioning our coffee and 

snack area to the west end of the fellowship hall. At that time, please bring 

any snacks to the serving kiosk located there from now on. Thanks! 

 

Technology Talk 

As we work to stay connected through this difficult season, our online 

presence has become more significant. Because we are not meeting at our 

campus on March 22nd and 29th, we will be worshipping together online at 

9:30 am on these two days. Here is how you can stay connected to the church 

body using the various technological avenues that we use.  

 

     Website 

  Our website is full of information on what’s happening at the church.     

 Check it out at mlcjoliet.org.          

     Facebook 

 We have two Facebook accounts, one for the general public and one    

 for members. On our Facebook page, we have announcements, 

 events, links to past sermons and streaming live sermons. If  you have 

 a Facebook account, this would be the easiest way for you to access 

 our live stream on Sundays at 9:30 am.  To join one or both pages, 

 simply search for Messiah Lutheran Church Joliet in the search bar in 

 the top left corner of your screen. 

     YouTube 

  We also have a newly set up YouTube page so that we can stream and 

 hold other video content include past sermons. The web address  

 (URL)  is bit.ly/MLCJolietYouTube. Simply type this into the address bar  

 in the top of your browser (Chrome, Edge, etc.) and this will take you 

 to our page, where streaming content can be accessed.. Again, our   

 stream will start at 9:30 am. If you need help with using Facebook or 

 YouTube for streaming, please call the church office at 815-741-4488 

 and we will be glad to help you. Links to both of these pages are 

 available on our website, mlcjoliet.org.  
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 Online Services 

     Communion 

 We will be doing communion at one point in the service, and we  

 encourage everyone watching at home to participate by using their own 

 bread and wine/grape juice. 

 

Prayer Requests 

 Prayer requests can be sent to the office via email at  

 office.manager@mlcjoliet.org, called in at 815-741-4488. During the    

 service, you can text your prayer requests to 865-399-0187 or com

 ment  them in the chat section of Facebook or YouTube.  

 

Offering 

 We will have an offering time during the service, but you can give any 

 time during the week using one of the following ways: 

 1) Follow this link: messiahlutheranchurch.churchcenter.com/giving 

 2) Download the Church Center app on your phone or tablet and follow 

 the instructions given.  

 3) Text your dollar amount (with a dollar sign in front of it) to 84321. 

 4)  Mail your check to the church at:  40 Houbolt Rd, Joliet, IL 60431 

 If you need assistance with any of these, please email  

 worship@mlcjoliet.org or call the church office at 815-741-4488.  

 

mailto:office.manager@mlcjoliet.org
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 FROM THE BOARDS 

 
Call Committee Update 
The Call Committee has continued to work through the process to bring 

candidates for vote to the congregation.  As of this writing, it is anticipated that 

the committee will complete its work in the next week or two. 

 

Given the extenuating circumstances of not being able to gather because of the 

coronavirus, the Parish Planning Committee (PPC) has taken steps to allow the 

completion of calling a pastor.  A temporary amendment has been approved by 

the PPC to allow the members of our congregation to vote.  Instead of calling a 

special meeting, a ballot will be sent in the mail, with instructions for voting.  

The completed ballots will then be returned in a stamped, addressed envelope. 

So please be on the lookout for a letter from the church containing the ballot.  If 

you have questions, contact Brian Wielbik, Lay Ministry Director and Call 

Committee chairman, or Beth Hohisel, President and Call Committee member. 

 

  Brian Wielbik   Beth Hohisel 

  815 735-0643   815 735-7897 

  tobefree45@yahoo.com  bhohisel@hotmail.com 

 

Thank you for your partnership of prayers as we finalize this process. 

 

Stewardship 
How does your giving relate to the sacrificial gift of God?   

“Think of what is above, not of what is on earth.” Colossians 3:2  

On Easter Sunday, we thank God for His Son, Jesus, who died and rose for us. 

We celebrate with joy. We sing “Alleluia!” Let us try to keep the spirit and 

enthusiasm of the Easter season in our hearts throughout the year – not just on 

this day and the few weeks to follow. Let us pray and listen for how the Lord is 

calling each of us to joyfully use our gifts in his honor.  

Sincerely, 

The Stewardship Committee- Donna Steir, Gary Phillips, Gerry Boe and Doug 

Potts 



 7 

 MLC STUDENT MINISTRY 

 

S.A.L.T. online for all high school students is happening on Tuesday nights at 

6:30. Join us on the Messiah Lutheran Facebook page. Brian will be using the 

Zoom app for these meetings.  

 

Head 2 Heart confirmation class (for junior high) continues on Wednesdays 

online @ 6:15 pm. 

 

MLC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
 

First Communion Classes  

First Communion teaching is still happening. Contact Pastor Stier for more 

details at pastor.stier@mlcjoliet.org 

 

MLC EVENTS 

 

Ladies Day 2020 (Saturday, April 18) 

This event has been postponed indefinitely.   

 

LCMC Safety Conference at MLC (Saturday, May 2) 

MLC will be heading up an LCMC conference on Saturday, May 2 from 9 am to 3 

pm. The topic will be “Safety and Security at Church”. Leading the conference will 

be Pastor Kurt Hoover and Pat Burke. Other presenters include Peter Harper, 

security consultant with Options3 Risk Solutions, and representatives from 

Brotherhood Mutual and the Joliet police department. The LCMC Illinois 

Fellowship is sponsoring this conference and it’s free to anyone who would like to 

attend. (With the unsure nature of the Covid-19 virus, this event may be 

postponed) 
 

THANK YOU 

 

Parrish Fellowship 

Parish Fellowship would like to thank the team directors, the team members, and 

the congregation for supporting the Lenten Soup Suppers.  We hosted three 

Wednesday meals before we needed to stop for the season.  The Parish 

Fellowship team is remembering that our ministry is not just about food and face

-to-face activities.  We are also holding our church family up in prayer during this 

challenging time.  So, no soup or Sunday treats for awhile, but please join us in 

the heartfelt fellowship of prayer. 
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SCHEDULES TO BE 
ANNOUNCED 

AT A LATER DATE 
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April 1 

Andy Hawkinson 

Carli Johnson 

Jacob Johnson 

Addison Petrinos 

Michael Snider 

Lina Spielman 

Jesse Gregoles 

April 2 

Linda Hodge 

Amaya Williams 

Nancy Bugnits 

April 3 

Carson Goffinet 

Jenna Maki 

Brooke Rogina 

Mark Ferenzi 

April 4 

Lynn Ongenae 

Ray & Ina Brixey 

April 5 

Mark & Lori Burnetti 

Jacob Mahalik  

Julia Moauro 

Bonnie Smith 

April 6 

Skylar Chaplin 

April 7  

Skylar Craig 

Cliff Cobden 

April 8  

Alexander Puckett 

Nathanial Puckett 

Alyssa Alexander 

April 9  

Rebecca Alexander 

Kayla Craig 

Patti Anderson 

April 10  

Clinton Parnell 

Dan Stukel 

Landon Baikie 

April 11 

Pam Fox 

 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

April 12 

Declan Henry 

Laurel Ling 

Hannah Maiss 

Izak Richmond 

Michael Brown 

April 13 

Evan Sauerwein 

Treasa Scarcelli 

Eric Sitzes 

Eric Strom 

Melanie Brozman 

April 14 

Kerri Courtright 

Keegan Krumwiede 

Brock Vainowski 

Carla Bragg 

April 15 

Aiden Cordon 

Roger & Carol Gordon 

Martha Hohisel 

Douglas Potts 

Dave Torkelson 

Barbara Dodd 

April 16 

Jacob Watland 

Bob Zirzow 

April 17 

Ray & Sharon Anderson 

Matthew Gjerde 

Bill & April Henry  

Mark Stenberg 

April 18  

Zachary Baikie 

Kim Bretwisch 

Dan Brozman 

Fred Ferrara 

Laura Haldeman 

Ron Haldenman 

Katy Hester 

Lydia Magemeneas 

Henry Sievers 

Dana Stier 

April 19  

Lyla Luebbing 

April 20  

William & Pam Fox 

Amanda Lundeen 

April 21 

Sophia Nicola 

April 22 

Bonita Brown 

Judith Motley 

Richard Smrekar 

Bryn Werner 

April 23 

Nancy Bastian  

Kyle Christensen 

Hannah Miller 

Dave Strong 

Bill Unyi 

April 24 

Marjorie McClure 

Thomas Spielman 

April 25 

Bruce Anderson 

April 26 

Riley Baikie 

Crystal Harrison 

Sophie Sleyko 

April 27 

Becky Bafia 

Carol Smrekar 

April 28  

Jeff Holmes 

Aubrey Prosek 

Ruth Silverman 

Marilyn Thomas 

April 29  

Stephanie Knudsen 

Jack Maser 

April 30  

Anne Atwood 

Stephanie Gregoles 

Jim Manning 

Noah Manning 

Laura Snider 
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ADDRESS 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
40 Houbolt Rd. 
Joliet, IL 60431 
815-741-4488 
Fax: 815-741-4501 
Email: info@mlcjoliet.org 
Website: www.mlcjoliet.org 


