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Wonder of Peace for the Ambivalent 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover   

     

A study of the wonder surrounding John the Baptist birth and what God did 

through John captured later in Hebrews.  The neighbors of Zechariah and 

Elizabeth were right to WONDERed at what this child named John might become.  

He would demand repentance for the forgiveness of sin.  The writer of Hebrews 

later captures the dilemma we all face.  Would the world deny Christ?  John’s 

singular purpose was to prepare a people who had rejected God for this one last 

chance to meet God face to face in Jesus Christ.  John was very effective.  There 

was no ignoring what was going on.  Jesus and John had kind of a Bad Cop, 

Good cop routine.  Except in this case the consequences for denying God are no 

bluff and because of that the Grace of God is all the more precious.  It was 

impossible to be ambivalent about what God was doing through the birth of 

these two children and the change they would bring to the social fabric of the 

world.  The neighbors were right to wonder.   

 

 

 

Litany based on Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Leader: The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 

All: when I will make a new covenant with my people. 

Leader: I will put my law in their minds 

All: and write it on their hearts. 

Leader: I will be their God, 

All: and they will be my people. 

Leader: No longer will they teach their neighbor, 

All: or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ 

Leader: because they will all know me, 

All: from the least of them to the greatest,” 

Leader: For I will forgive their wickedness 

All: and will remember their sins no more.” 

Leader: We worship you Lord in the name of the Father, and the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. 
 

 

Hebrews 10:26-35  26 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have 

received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 27 but only a 

fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the 

enemies of God. 28 Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without 
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mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 How much more 

severely do you think someone deserves to be punished who has trampled 

the Son of God underfoot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of 

the covenant that sanctified them, and who has insulted the Spirit of 

grace? 30 For we know him who said, “It is mine to avenge; I will 

repay,” and again, “The Lord will judge his people.” 31 It is a dreadful 

thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

32 Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you 

endured in a great conflict full of suffering. 33 Sometimes you were publicly 

exposed to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by side with 

those who were so treated. 34 You suffered along with those in prison and 

joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, because you knew that 

you yourselves had better and lasting possessions. 35 So do not throw away 

your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. 

 

 

Luke 1:57-66  57 When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave 

birth to a son. 58 Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown 

her great mercy, and they shared her joy. 59 On the eighth day they came to 

circumcise the child, and they were going to name him after his father 

Zechariah, 60 but his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called 

John.” 61 They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who has 

that name.” 62 Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would 

like to name the child. 63 He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s 

astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.” 64 Immediately his mouth was 

opened and his tongue set free, and he began to speak, praising God. 65 All 

the neighbors were filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of 

Judea people were talking about all these things. 66 Everyone who heard this 

wondered about it, asking, “What then is this child going to be?” For the 

Lord’s hand was with him. 

 

 

 

Everyone who heard this wondered about [the unusual 

circumstances surrounding John’s birth], asking, “What then is 

this child going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was with him.    
         – Luke 1:66 
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There was no ignoring what happened in that little thatched-

roof-adobe dug out of the hill, in some random village, in the 

many hillsides of Judea.  Well respected Zechariah and his 

wife returned from the holy pilgrimage to Jerusalem.  This guy 

had just stood in the holy of Holy’s and you can bet that the 

people of his village were eager to greet them upon his return 

secretly hoping a little bit of that holy moment might rub off on 

them.   

 

But it was not to be as expected.  First of all, Zachariah had 

lost the ability to speak, perhaps a sign that he was not worthy 

of the priesthood or the towns attention.  But gossip has a way 

of taking over and when his wife in her old age became 

pregnant soon after the pilgrimage things in that village began 

to revolve around this older couple.  They wondered at the 

experience in Jerusalem.  They wondered at the relative that 

stayed with them for half a season.  It seems the whole town 

was gathered in that little thatch hut when it came time for the 

baby to be born.  And wonder of all wonders they were going 

to break tradition but not honoring the kinfolk of their tribe 

but instead naming Him John.   

 

Zachariah writes it on the tablet he kept around his neck, His 

name will be John and in that moment was released from the 

consequences of his unbelief.    

 

When is the last time things didn’t go as expected for your little 

village? 

 

There was no ignoring it.  Mute men talk, old women give birth 

and traditions were broken.   

 

Everyone who heard this wondered about the events that led 

up to the birth of John, asking, “What then is this child going 
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to be?” For certainly God is at work in Him…. – Luke 1:66 

paraphrase  

 

Who is it that you wonder about?  What unusual 

circumstances do you attribute to God?  What is it that 

captures your attention … that your life tends to revolve 

around?     

 

There was no ignoring it.  Sadly, that is not the case today.  In 

the hustle and bustle of our modern world perhaps the single 

greatest threat to our faith is not our outward rejection of it, 

but the loss of the blessings that come with living in the 

father’s house.   

We are a part of the most amazing Kingdom the world will 

ever know, and we treat it like it is our own.  We pretend that 

we made this happen, we ignore the King. 

 

Whether the prodigal son trading in a routine of worship, 

prayer and devotion for the rush of world (OR) the oldest 

brother unable to appreciate the work of God all around us.  

We are ambivalent to the presence of God so lavishly poured 

out upon us through the simplicity of corporate worship.   

 

We have the privilege of approaching the most holy presence of 

God through the mystery of the sacraments and we would 

rather escape into the world that revolves around screens and 

instant gratifications.   

 

God has anointed us to be his Holy voice His hands at work in 

the world for the sake of others and we trade in that sacred 

work to sacrifice ourselves at the altar of our children’s 

achievements.  When all our kids (young and old) want from 

us is an invitation into what is deep and true of this world they 

have been born into.    
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We are ambivalent!  All of us ambivalent.  It is not only those 

who have lost their connection with the church.  You can come 

here week after week ambivalent to the greater story God is 

inviting you to be a part of.  BUT, It is also true that it only 

takes one song, one sermon, one conversation … it is 

happening right now … it only take one moment of wonder for 

any person to have their eyes opened once again to the 

mysteries of God all around them. It only takes one invitation 

to receive the Peace of His presence once again or for the first 

time.   

 

 

This is a theme you are going to hear from me like a broken 

record.  How is it that we have conversations with those who 

are lost?  This church is not a country club designed to 

entertain you and it most certainly not a gym membership we 

forget to renew; this is a mission field.  You are being recruited 

by God to speak hope and faith and Peace into the lives of your 

children, your community, and the stranger in your midst.   

 

We all go through seasons of ambivalence and thanks be to 

God for the family friend who invites you back to Sunday 

school, service events, or a life group where we talk about God 

and pray for the concerns of our community. 

 

In the same way we will all suffer from ambivalence from time 

to time… it is my theory that everyone in your life also knows 

who God is and spends time talking with him in the back of 

their minds on a regular basis.  It may be bargaining for a 

favor, wrestling with regret, thankfulness or anger… But I 

think it is safe to assume all those ambivalent people in your 

life already ‘know’ the Lord.  You don’t have something you 

need to bring to them and teach them.  They have already been 

talking to God they just need an invitation to explore the 

mystery of that relationship with someone else.  With you. In 
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that conversation GOD is going to reframe his presence 

through the peace of his love, rather then our need to please or 

be perfect.  

 

 

They say there is no atheist in a fox hole.  The wisdom there is 

that when it comes down to it, when it comes to life or death, 

sickness or health … fear and circumstance completely out of 

your control … just about everyone finds them selves talking to 

God in the most desperate of times in their lives.   

 

There is no ignoring it.  But just as the fear of death, or God 

for that matter, can spark a heartfelt relationship with Him.  

The wonderful mysteries just might wake up the sleeping 

ambivalence of this world lost in the war of weariness to keep 

up with the jones and capture the latest trend.   

 

During the trench warfare of World War I a miracle 

happened, completely unexpected.  The lives of these fighting 

men and the women caring for the wounded for one brief 

moment revolved around something other than the conflicts of 

this world that seems so important at the time.   

 

Put yourself there.  Imagine you are a 

soldier with cold and wet feet, the smell of 

musket fire and human decay filling your 

nostrils, the sound of rifle shots, huddled 

against a frozen dirt wall.   

 

MOVE CLIP    
 

The so-called Christmas Truce of 1914 came 

only five months after the outbreak of war in 

Europe and was one of the last examples of 

the outdated notion of chivalry between 

https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/outbreak-of-world-war-i
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/outbreak-of-world-war-i
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enemies in warfare. It was never repeated—future attempts at 

holiday ceasefires were quashed by officers’ threats of disciplinary 

action—but it served as heartening proof, however brief, that 

beneath the brutal clash of weapons, the soldiers’ essential 

humanity endured. (History.com editors)  

 

 

When was the last time something miraculous took you by 

surprise?   

 

What does God have to do to get your attention?   

 

Are you ambivalent to the work of God all around you?  

Ambivalent to worship and the precious work of inviting the 

youngest generation into the wonders of faith?   What good 

does it do to gain the whole world but forget your purpose in 

it?  When is the last time you experienced Peace.   

 

Peace with who you are…  Peace with your fellow man… 

Peaceful and at rest in the loving embrace of God??   

 

What would it look like for you to let your family’s life revolve 

around the church and faith again?   

 

Let’s stop ignoring it.  God is alive and at work all around you 

in the simple everyday miracles and the deeper mysteries of 

life.   

 
 

Ok this time 2 simple Concrete ideas of what you can do after 

listening to this sermon or after worship today to break the 

chain of busy ambivalence toward God.  Again Peace is not 

something you can make happen, but you can certainly stop 

ignoring the constant knock of God upon your heart.   
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1) Simplify – if there is any blessing from stay at home 

orders and social isolation it is that we have all gotten a 

taste of the simple life.  A life with out constant activities 

and jam-packed schedules.  I completely understand your 

desire to get back to human connection and I bless it.  But 

let’s be careful what we pick back up in this new year.  

Simplify, declutter and provide space for the work of God 

in and through you. 

 

2) Sacred Idleness – If there is one thing we have lost since 

the invention of the smart phone it is being forced to be 

idle, bored.  What did you do standing in line and waiting 

for things to happen before the cell phone and it constant 

feed on mind numbing distraction?  You looked around 

the room and found someone to talk to - yes kids you 

struck up conversations with complete strangers because 

there was literally nothing else to do.  Find time to just sit 

in the quietness of the Christmas tree reflecting on life.   

 

There was no ignoring the miraculous circumstance that 

surrounded the birth of Jesus and his kin folk John.  The 

neighbors were right to wonder.  Because of Jesus Christ and 

His constant pursuit of you through the signs and symbols of 

this seasons you are know basking in the presence of the 

Father an enjoying the blessings of living in His house. The 

Peace that Only God can give! He is going to use you to invite 

others into that same Peace.  
  


