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How to talk to God, part 2: Being Least 
by Pastor Kurt Hoover 

 

 

Litany based on Psalm 8 

Pastor:  O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

All:  When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

Pastor:  The moon and the stars that you have established; 

All:  What are human beings that you are mindful of them,  

Pastor:  Yet you have made them a little lower than God,- 

All:  And crowned them with glory and honor. 

Pastor:  You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 

All:  You have put all things under their feet. 

Pastor:  We worship you Lord, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit 

All:  Amen 

 

Matthew 7:15-20  ‘Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 

clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16You will know them by their 

fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles? 17In the same 

way, every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18A 

good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. 19Every tree 

that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20Thus you 

will know them by their fruits. 

 

Matthew 25:31-40  ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 

angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations 

will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 

shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his 

right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his 

right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you 

gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I 

was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” 37Then 

the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry 

and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when 

was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 

clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 
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you?” 40And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 

one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”

 

 

 

 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 

who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 

 

The Least. 

 

We each have a picture of the Least in our minds, do we not?   

 

Take a moment… who is the Least?  In this community?  How 

about this world?  Your family?   

 

If there is one myth I would like to debunk this morning it is 

that by asking for some one to pray for you, you have to be for 

some reason in dire straits.     

 

You have and you are caring for the least in God’s family.  

And you have been at different times in your life, ‘the least,’ 

who others have cared for.  

 

Each of us should be filling out an orange prayer card for next 

weekend.  It is OK to ask others to pray for you.  In fact, 

perhaps those of us most reluctant to ask for prayer or the 

most in need of a little self-reflection.   

 

 

We all Hunger.  We all thirst.  We have all, at one time or 

another, been a stranger in need of welcome, we each have 

those things that imprison us and each of us has been sick and 

will be again.    
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When you hear Jesus speak about the good works He does 

through us it would be a mistake to assume that you, yourself, 

are only supposed to do the providing and should avoid being 

provided for.  Being, the least, in no way is the thing to avoid in 

Jesus parable. 

 

The other mistake we might make is more grievous then the 

first.  And that would be to assume that this work of caring for 

the least is what makes you a Christian, or somehow defines 

whether you are the sheep or goat Jesus is referring to.   

 

Listen to me clearly now…Christians are defined by our 

relationship with God, not by our good works.   (repeat)  Many 

other religions: Hindu, Buddhist, Mormon, many sects of 

Islam are defined by the way they live their lives the rules a 

person does or doesn’t follow.  Christians are defined by our 

relationship with God, our pursuit of truth … not by our good 

works.    

 

 

Jesus describes a good tree producing good fruit.  It is a 

beautiful analogy to point out that it is our nature, our 

connection to God that defines us.   But the analogy does break 

down.  Because we know as good scientific westerners that no 

where in nature does a thorn bush ever change into an apple 

tree.  But, in God’s kingdom that happens all the time.  We are 

not predestined to be one type of tree or another.  We never 

lose hope that a thorn bush might be transformed, born again 

into an apple tree.  We never see that in nature but that is the 

whole point of Jesus Gospel, the reality that we can be born 

again.   

 

Jesus describes a good tree producing good fruit.  And 

encourages us to look at the fruit of our actions.   And here 

again we might be confused to think that it is the fruit that 



 Prayer 2 – Pentecost 18 Oct. 13th, 2019 

    

Sermon Manuscript not edited for publishing. ©Kurt Hoover, Messiah Lutheran, Joliet, IL 60431 
 

4 

defines the tree…  if I just do the right things.  Jesus point is 

that it is the nature of the tree that defines the fruit.  Do not 

turn the two around.  

 

Confused yet?  (Let me try it this way) 

 

We can tell that something is wrong with our lives when we see 

that we are producing thorns in our relationships.  Sometimes 

we put little barbs between the relationships of others.  Do 

people tend to treat you as a prickly bush - someone around 

whom you must be careful what you say or how you act. 

 

Your actions, mistakes you make, do not define you.  It is the 

nature of who you are that tends to produce the same 

consistent grumpy or cheerful fruit.  

 

The solution to Jesus parable lies much more deeply in who we 

are then what we do.  It would be one thing to try and make 

fruit happen (positive things/ or desired outcomes… It would 

be one thing to try to make fruit happen in those thorny 

relationships and quite another to examine the root of the 

problem.  Why am I grumpy and prickly, why do I enjoy 

pinching that person with my words and actions?   

 
18A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear 

good fruit.  

 

The same is true in our care for the least.  If we find ourselves 

complacent toward the poor, frustrated by the new co-worker 

or customer, burdened by our family members suffering 

lose…If we find ourselves not moved to care for others we can 

try a bold act of service or compassion and sometimes that may 

turns us around.  But, more likely the solution lies in our 

relationship with God, in our nature.   
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Tend to your relationship with God in worship and prayer, 

and good works may follow.  Try to produce good works out of 

nothing and you are more likely to do them grudgingly, with 

apprehension or fear and in the end be burnt out in the effort.   

 

Have you been there?  Burnt out by good Christian work 

wondering why do I bother?  Caring for the family feeling 

unappreciated?   

 
18A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear 

good fruit.  

 

 Christians are defined by our relationship with God, not by 

our good works. 

 

      ---- 

 
40And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you 

did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 

family, you did it to me.” 

 

It would be a mistake to hear God’s words this morning and 

assume, number 1, that the goal is not to be the least…  to 

serve more than you are served.  There are times in our lives 

that the greatest gift we can give is asking for help.   

 

It would be a mistake to hear God’s words this morning and to 

somehow assume, number 2, that you can earn the King’s 

acceptance through your good works.   

 

Instead Jesus is painting a picture of what it looks like to be in 

relationship with him and what the end result of that 

relationship will be.  People serving one another.   
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Let me try to do the same… 

 

Jimmy was a beloved member of my last congregation.  I 

watched over my first 3 years at St. John as he progressed 

from number 3 to number one the waiting list for a new kidney 

in the state of Iowa.  Jimmy was beloved by the congregation.  

Jim was many times in those three years of his life the least; in 

need of others care, and healing, prayers and support.  There 

were many times in those years that Jim provided for the least 

the lost and the forgotten.   

 

After turning down two Kidney’s Jim finally went in for 

surgery late one evening in July.  I arrived at the hospital after 

a long drive to Iowa City late in the morning to sit with 

Jimmy’s daughter and wife.  As I walked into the waiting 

room, I quickly found the 2 women sitting in a little circle of 

chairs with two other families packed into a corner of the 

waiting room where 20-30 families awaited news of their loved 

ones in surgery.  They were easy to find because they were the 

only two sitting with their laps full of yarn and knitting, the 

picture of peace and calm.  Beside them sat an older man 

himself the picture of serenity, clutching tightly to a prayer 

shawl very similar to the ones Jim’s wife and daughter were 

busy making.   

 

The man made room for me as soon as he recognized that I 

was their pastor and proceeded to tell me about how wonderful 

these two women were.  He had been sitting with Jim’s family 

since the early morning waiting for his wife who would be in 

surgery most of the morning.  After idle chit chat and a couple 

of hours he was overwhelmed by curiosity… as to both the 

miniature blankets they were knitting out of yarn and the 

amazing calm with which they waited for their loved one.  

They were calm while he sat there a nervous fidgety wreak.  So 

finally he asked.   
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Jim’s daughter told him the story as she finished the prayer 

shawls she was making.  She told about her church and the 

group that meet every now and then to knit together and pray 

for those who had received shawls in the past.  Should told him 

how she prays throughout the days it takes to finish a shawl for 

the person who would receive it not knowing who it would be.  

Then she told him what a blessing it was to give the shawl away 

and to give someone a concrete symbol of God’s love and care 

through others’ prayers.  Something they can hold on to, 

literally being wrapped in prayer.   

 

And as she said this, she tied the last knot in her shawl and said 

this is for you.  I have been praying for you for the last three 

days, can I pray with you now.   

 

The man was beaming as he told me the story and Jim’s 

daughter blushed.   

 
40And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you 

did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 

family, you did it to me.” 

 

People of Messiah Lutheran Church gathered here today.  You 

are good trees, feed through worship and prayer to bear good 

fruit.   

 

I can’t tell you the pride that wells up inside of me each day as 

find out one more ways in which you provide for the least of 

this congregation, the community, and the world.  Small 

groups providing meals at the Daybreak Shelter, small groups 

providing last minute funeral luncheons, small groups 

practicing worship and choir music, small groups welcoming 

young moms, and the list goes on and on… 

 



 Prayer 2 – Pentecost 18 Oct. 13th, 2019 

    

Sermon Manuscript not edited for publishing. ©Kurt Hoover, Messiah Lutheran, Joliet, IL 60431 
 

8 

BUT! … you are also allowed to be the least from time to time.  

That voice that is saying don’t bother others, don’t be a 

burden, that is not the voice of God that is the voice of Pride.  

Jesus is here now asking you share your lives with others and 

to ask people to pray for the concerns of your hearts and 

minds.  

 

Jesus is not painting a picture of how we earn God’s love, he is 

painting the picture of what it looks like when God’s good fruit 

is flowing out of His people, who are often not only helping 

others but the ones in need of help.  

 

And in doing so, because of Christ at work in you, you have 

taken perhaps the more important step into inheriting the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


